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HONORS TO THE ILLUSTRIOUS DEAD. 

It rarely occurs that those who are possessed of real worth, are 
not forced to contend, while livinsr, with influences which will not 
allow them the enjoyment of the full measure of reputation to which 
their merit has justly entitled them. This is a fact which has its 
foundation in some of the deep seated principles of human action — 
principles which we may look to see exhibited in all the circumstances 
and relations of life — and which we should be conscious, enter largely 
into our own views on all subjects connected with our own personal 
prospects and happiness. 

In a state of society where the interests of men are perpetually 
clashing — where the elevation of one individual in the scale of im- 
portance, must be purchased at the sacri6ce of the rising hopes of 
another — and where each is pursuing his own ends, indifferent to the 
fate of (hose around him, the promptings of our common nature are 
to the indulgence of feelings and passions, which do even less to 
establish our characters upon a basis digni6ed and elevated, than 
they do to substantiate our claims to liberality and impartiahty. 
Envy, prejudice, the rancor of party spleen, and the narrowness of 
bigotry may all lend their influence, and may all do much for a sea" 
son at least, to obscure the brightest talents, and sully the fairest 
reputation. Death furnishes the only screen from their malice — the 
grave is the only sure refuge from their attacks, and happy is he 
who can gain it unscathed by the darts to which he is exposed from 
their malevolence. Its sanctity opposes a strong barrier to the com- 
pletion of their purposes ; the wil4 flames of passion which they 
kindled and fanned while the object of their rage was within their 
reach, are allowed to die away and become extinguished when he 
has reached this point of security — one beyond which prejudice and 
envy dare not penetrate ; where the existence of party is unknown, 
and where even bigotry herself, cannot but forget the artiGcial dis- 
tinctions of her own creation. Then it is that the character begins 
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to be viewed as it really is — through no medium of distortion, and 
disconnected from those topics with which it was before associated, 
and to which selBshness had lent a temporary excitement ; new ex- 
cellencies are discovered, or those which before were reluctantly 
acknowledged, seem to be appreciated, while a " veil of charity" 
is allowed to conceal any supposed obliquities — such as may have 
had a real existence in the imperfections of nature, or such as have 
only existed in the in^a^^inary conceptions of interested malice. This 
is a favor uniformly claimed and conceded to the failings of humanity— 
but is it all which departed worth has to hope from our generosity ? 
Are we to rest content with offering it this scanty boon — a pittance 
which vye can deny to none, whatever their claims to standing or 
character? Should we aim at nothing beyond the negative merit 
of correcting the false views which have ori»Mnated in our own stu- 
pidity, with no expression of concern for the injustice which our 
mistake has occasioned, or the sufferings which have resulted from 
our intolerance ? Ought we to dispense this summary Justice to all, 
recognizing in our indiscriminate kindness, none oi the distino 
tioDS of vice and virtue ? If justice to the departed requires that 
we correct the false impressions of the past, justice to ourselves 
as possessed of honorable sympathies, and substantial views of the 
principles of right and wrong, equally demands that we furnish, by 
some testimonials of respect to the memory of the virtuous and 
illustrious, proof that we have a deeper interest in matters so inti* 
roately connected with the weal of society. It is a question which 
will not admit of apathy or indifference ; it appeals directly to all 
our refinement of feeling, all our liberality of sentiment, in short, 
to all those nobler qualities which adorn character and give it its 
fairest proportions ; and as we value a reputation based on the pos- 
sessioD of these, the appeal may not with safety be disregarded. 

But it is less the design of this essay to explain the demands of 
justice, or the operations of sympathy, than to present some of the 
considerations of general advantage connected with this subject—* 
considerations of the first importance, when regarded in their ten- 
dency to influence the opinions of men, since they strike more 
powtffvily than any other, if not more nicely^ the springs of feeling 
ID the human heart. 

The first point worthy of particular attention, is, the influence of 
public honors paid to the memory of the illustrious dead, upon the 
character of a nation abroad. 

Any addition to the reputation of an individual is, in the view of 
the world, but so much added to that of the nation, in the particular 
department towards which the bent of his mind has been directed. 
Nations are but individuals, associated under the restraints of soci- 
ety, and those regulations which are rendered necessary for the pro- 
tection of their mutual interests ; and the character of every nation 
is but the character of the distingubhed personages who have figured 
in its history. Its conquests are but the achievements of their 
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valor— its literature, the productions of their genius — its philosophy, 
the results of their research — its system of policy, the comprehen- 
sive views which they have formed of the principles of justice, and 
the relations of society. Strike out from the annals of ancient 
Greece the records of her Demosthenes, her Pericles, her Socrates, 
and their equally distinguished cotemporaries, and you will have 
extinguished the lustre of her fame. Blot from the bright page of 
history, which tells us of Rome in her proud character of Mistress 
of the World, all that would serve lo remind us of her Scipios, her 
Bruti, her Caesars, and their associates in honor, and the " Eternal 
City" will have lost the splendor of her glory. Carthage, too, that 
restless state, whose ambition grasped at universal empire — what is 
it that has perpetuated /ler name, and given Aer claims to considera- 
tion among the nations of antiquity, but the splendid achievements 
of a single hero— her matchless Hannibal ? Trace back for centu- 
ries that long succession of events by which England has been raised 
to her present enviable rank in the scale of empire — what is there 
in all this lengthened series, that does not clearly indicate that the 
efforts of individual genius have formed the basis of national pros- 
perity ? Erase from the chronicles of our own times and nation, 
all the evidence they are designed to furnish oi the sterling talents 
and virtues of our Spartan ancestry, and though our national exist- 
ence could not cease, yet we should have lost almost all, that, in 
the opinion of mankind, could render this existence desirable. In 
short, take in the whole range of universal history, and you will find 
it only a mass of private memoirs, an exhibition of the effects 
which have been produced upon the condition and prospects of the 
world by the unaided energies of individual minds — those minds 
which, in their respective ages, have shone forth as suns in a firroa- 
roent where nothing was visible but by the reflection of their bright- 
ness, or which have appeared, in comparison with the thousands of 
their cotemporaries, like the islands which stud the bosom of the 
senseless ocean — spots of verdure and beauty amidst the wide waste 
of waters. Yet to history have the nations of antiquity been in- 
debted for all their celebrity, and on it must we rely, if we would 
secure an influence which shall be felt without our own borders, and 
beyond the period of our existence. The inducements to do honor 
to the distinguished dead, are therefore as strong as can be furnished 
by the powerful considerations of national character and national 
glory. But these motives will be rendered still more eflicient if we 
consider the effects resulting to the peace and prosperity of a nation 
at home. This is a point most vital to the interests of any country, 
at the same time it is one most difficult to be secured. Here lies 
concealed the rock, on which all who have made the full experiment 
of government before us have split — a dansrer, to shun which calls 
for the exercise of the utmost care and circumspection in all who 
are ''entrusted with the helm of state." It matters comparatively 
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little what are our foreign relations, or what place we hold in 
the estimation of the world for rank or character, if intestine dis- 
orders and domestic discord are allowed to prevail, the chances 
against us are such as to warrant the expectation that a crisis in our 
history will speedily arrive, when our rank and character abroad will 
serve us no purpose of protection. It has ever proved one of the 
nicest points in legislation, so to balance the interests and humor the 
views of all concerned, as to preserve that union and harmony 
among them which is indispensable to their common safety. Espe- 
cially is this difficulty felt in nations, where freedom of opinion and 
discussion is made a fundamental principle of government. Diver- 
sity of interest, the distinctions of party, local prejudices and sec- 
tional jealousies, operate with peculiar force among a people who 
are conscious of the possession of rights, and jealous for their main- 
tenance. Amidst the dissensions to which they give rise, the gene- 
ral welfare is liable to be forgotten or neglected, and the safety of 
the state sacrificed to the blindness of chance, or the licentiousness 
of corrupt ambition. In such a state of things, where the tendencies 
to disunion are so strong, some powerful tie of affinity is necessary 
to unite and embody firmly, elements between wiiich the principles 
of repulsion are so mutual and fixed. The evils are such as admit 
of no ordinary cure ; they completely disorder the vital functions of 
the body politic, and their remedy must be radical. The bond of 
union must be one the influence of which shall be felt far below the 
surface of things, and take deep hold upon the finest sensibilities of 
nature, as well as the firmest principles of duty. This tie of affin- 
ity — this remedy for evils which are beyond the control of legisla- 
tion, is to be found in the sacred associations of past history, in the 
sentiments of national pride or patriotism which these are fitted to 
awaken, and especially, in the recollections of those, whom all are 
equally authorized to regard as their benefactors, and the benefactors 
of mankind. Here is presented a subject which, all must see, ad- 
mits of no illiberal or contracted views. Living under institutions 
which they can trace to the same origin, and descended from an an- 
cestry to whom they bear a mutual relation, it is impossible that 
they should not feel that they are standinj; upon common ground. 
The glorious events of past history furnish matter for gratulation, 
which is not subject to party limitations or local restrictions : The 
virtues of those distinguished dead whose efforts have mainly con- 
tributed to forward these events, and the honor which they have 
reflected upon the national character, are liable to no sectional ap- 
propriation ; they are the nation's legacy, and to a participation of 
them, all are alike entitled. The deeper the impressions which 
such considerations as these are calculated to make upon the mind, the 
more rational is the ground for hope that minor distinctions and petty 
interests will be forgotten ; and the more frequent the opportunities 
of which avail can be made, and the greater the variety of forms 
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under which they can be presented, the stronger are the probabili- 
ties that their influence will be felt, and the threatened dangers of 
anarchy and dissolution averted. 

But there are other effects resulting from these public honors to 
the distinguished dead, which, in their operation upon the domestio 
character of a nation, deserve not to be overlooked. By the exam- 
ple of those whom they are intended to commemorate, they furnish 
an incitement to high and noble effort, as well as cherish the spirit 
of patriotism, that fundamental element of national safety — the only 
sure guarantee for the preservation of national honor, and the per- 
manency of national institutions. Tliey, in a measure, also regulate 
the moral sense of the community, by the connection which they 
are designed to establish between the practice and rewards of virtue. 
Such, briefly sketched, are some of their eflects upon national secu- 
rity at home, and consideration abroad — two points which are recog- 
nized as of the 6rst importance in the policy of every government. 

Nor is their influence less efficient in contributing to the elevation 
and refinement of society, by the encouragement which they furnish 
to literature and the arts. It has already been remarked of history, 
that its materials have been mainly drawn from the actions of the 
illustrious dead ; and it may with equal truth be asserted, that these 
afford the finest field for the display of oratory, and furnish the noblest 
themes for the inspiration of poetry. It is the peculiar province of 
poetry and oratory to celebrate the renowned deeds of heroes, and 
the wisdom of sages, or eulogize the virtues of philanthropists, the 
self-devotion of patriots, and the soundness and prudence of states- 
men. The Iliad of Homer — a production which by universal conces- 
sion embodies more completely than any other, the genuine concep- 
tions of poetic genius — what is it but a series of raptures upon the valor 
of Achilles, the persuasive eloquence of Nestor, the shrewdness and 
penetration of Ulysses, and the majestic, noble bearing of Agamem- 
non ? In what do we feel more the power of this " Chief of Poets,'* 
than in his delineations of individual character, and his descriptions 
of the valiant exploits of individual heroes ? Where has the wild 
imagination of Ossian taken a more free or bolder range, opening to 
the mind conceptions of greater sublimity and grandeur, than in de- 
scribing the dauntless bravery of his Fingal and Oscar, Trenmor 
and Cuthullin ? — On what theme do the orators of Greece and 
Rome kindle into a glow of more fervid eloquence, than in the cel- 
ebration of the praises of their ancestors, and extolling the feats of 
their valor? And from what have those of our own nation borrowed 
more soul-stirring appeals to the patriotism and national pride of 
their countrymen, than the example of the great and good whose 
Dames are interwoven with our earlier history ? — ^These public honors 
furnish also no slight encouragement to the arts. Painting finds its 
fittest subjects in the scenes of heroic exploits, where warriors have 
exhibited their prowess, and commanders have establbhed their 
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claims to distinction ; Statuary, its most interesting models in the 
persons of those who have attained to eminence in some department 
of labor connected with the public interest ; Architecture and Sculp- 
ture, their noblest objects in the erection and embellishment of 
monuments, designed to point out the spot " where sleep the wise, 
the good, the talented, the brave." These considerations are en- 
tirely general in their nature, and admit of no particular local appli- 
cation ; but there are those which bear directly, and with peculiar 
force, upon the interests of our own nation. It may not be amiss, 
in this connection, to bestow a passing reflection upon the circum- 
stances in which we find ourselves placed by those events, to which 
we owe our existence in an independent national capacity. The 
world had gone lumbering on for nearly sixty centuries — in its end- 
less mutations experiencing a thousand vicissitudes of fortune, and 
exhibiting an " eternity of change." Every experiment of gov- 
ernment had been tried ; every maxim of legislative or executive 
justice had been settled ; every principle in morals, every truth in 
religion, seemed defined and established — all the regions of poetry— 
every field of science within the range of human intellect seemed 
explored, and their choicest gems and flowers culled, to give rich- 
ness and beauty to the treasures of literature, or add value and vari- 
ety to the sacred repositories of learning. The arts, too, having ex- 
hausted every resource of ingenuity, appeared to have copied with 
exactness, and embodied in perfection, all the nicest proportions of 
nature. Men seemed to imagine, that society had reached certain 
fixed limits of improvement, that the dawn of a mental millenium 
had opened, and that all which remained, was to let Time quietly 
run out his glass and die. No nation was more disposed, (and none 
certainly was better entitled,) to indulge in these extravagant views 
and anticipations than our '' mother country." Her institutions of 
government, besides that they were founded on the experience of 
past ages, had already, for a long period, stood the test of actual ex- 
periment, without having exhibited, even in the midst of those dis- 
orders which had convulsed and changed almost the whole order of 
things in continental Europe, any dangerous sympton)s of decay or 
dissolution. Her system of religion had borrowed its features most 
directly from the sacred pages of inspiration ; her literature was 
more extensive, chaste and refined than that of any of her cotem- 
poraries ; her scholars were foremost in the pursuits of science ; her 
specimens of the arts were conceived in the purest taste, and exe- 
cuted upon the most exquisite models; in short, every thing in 
ber internal structure and domestic regulations, as well as every 
thing in her foreign relations contributed to render indisputable those 
claims which she had set up to pre-eminence and distinction. Little, 
therefore, could it be imagined that, in those colonies which had felt, 
in their fullest operation, the benign influences of her institutions — 
where society had substantially the same basis as her own — a system 
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should be revived^ which past experience had taught men to consi- 
der as a political paradox long since practically exploded. The 
measures adopted by America in asserting and maintaining Ameri- 
can rights, and the success with which they were attended, operated 
like the elopement of an heiress, over whose affections the maxims 
of expediency and parental authority have no control. The wrath 
of family connexions at this shocking instance of 6lial ingratitude 
has as yet scarcely subsided, while scandal, with her thousand 
tongues, has been busy in misrepresentation and detraction. Under 
such circumstances, schooled as all mankind have been in the senti- 
ments of aristocracy and legitimacy, and imbibing as they do, almost 
with the first elements of education, a settled adherence to the prin- 
ciples and institutions of monarchy, it is not a matter for surprise 
that they should entertain prejudices in relation to our country, as 
settled as their national character. They must be expected to view 
every thing through a medium of intentional distortion, to represent 
in false colors the manners of our people and the customs of society, 
and to give an unnatural glare to every distinctive feature in our na- 
tional institutions and national cliaracter. In no unimportant measure 
our standing in the eyes of the world is to be fixed by the events of 
the future. Though our existence has begun under happy auspices, 
still men are waiting to see if the result shall correspond with the ex- 
pectations to which these early omens have given rise. The spirit of 
patriotism, and the principles of virtue are not yet so completely in- 
corporated into all our views, and embodied within the very elements 
of society, as to free us from apprehensions of dissolution from the op- 
eration of internal causes. Our literature is still in its infancy, and 
our progress in the arts as yet inconsiderable, while others gladly 
avail themselves of these facts to discredit our claims to considera- 
tion, and counteract the influence which they fear from our exam- 
?le — tending to promote the general diffusion of liberal principles, 
^ith a history, abounding more, perhaps, than any other embracing 
an equal period, with examples of the union of rare virtues and 
commanding talents, we should not be backward in the promotion of 
an object, which has a relation scarcely more intimate to our owd 
safety, than to the universal emancipation of the human mind from 
the shackles of superstition and oppression. 

Let, therefore, the choicest honors be gathered to the memory of 
our departed statesmen, patriots and heroes. Let the imagination 
cull its sweetest flowers to weave for them the " garlands of fame," 
and the " chaplets of renown." Let the fires of eloquence be kin- 
dled to their brightest glow in the eulogy of their virtues — ^let history 
enter upon its records some lasting memorials to their praise — let the 
monuments of art, imperishable as the names they commemorate, pro- 
tect and hallow the spot where their ashes are smouldering — where 
their bones are reposing amidst dissolution and decay. 

K. L. M. 
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STANZAS. 

There's beaaty on the verdant earth when all is fresh and gay, 
And lark and linnet blithely sing to welcome in the day, 
And the glad o'erflowings of their hearts come bursting into voice — 
I love to hear their melody, it bids my heart rejoice. 

i 

But there's a brighter beauty when the gentle breath of song, 

0*er the dewy bloom of woman's lip steals murmuring along, j 

Where the dying cadence lingers ere it melts away in air j 1 

•* I would 1 were a lovely sound," 'twere sweet to perish there. I 

There's beauty when the laughing spring approaches crown'd with flowen, I 

And mantling vines and roses weave their odor-breathing bowers, i 

And the lily lifts her snowy head in loveliness arrayed, j ' 
The virgin daughter of the vale, too beautiful to fade. 



Though, Spring, thou art most beautiful, vie not with maiden fair, 

Take off* thy flow'ry diadem and wreath her flowing hair; 

And ye Roses veil your blushes 'neath the silver-leafed vine, J 

When bending, round your envious buds her silken tresses twine. 



I 



There's beaaty when the glorious sun, rejoicing in his might. 
From the cloudless ocean of the sky, pours down the life of light; 
Joy, joy is laughing on the plains, smiles on the hoary hills. 
And the voice of gladness merrily bursts down the gushing rills. 

Yet brighter than the hoary hills on which the sunbeams sleep, 
More joyous than the sparkling rills that from the mountain leap, 
Is the gentle smile of her I love ; though others may not see 
The beaming beauty of that smile, 'lis full of joy to me.^ 

There's beauty when the vesper-star peeps through the twilight grey. 
And gentle eve, in dewy tears, weeps o'er the sins of day. 
When casting round her starry robe, her world-embroidered zone, 
The queen of night, in majesty, ascends her azure throne.^ ^ 

All, all on earth is beautiful to him who reads aright. 

The volume of creation writ in characters of light; 

Bat the page which stands the brightest there, ah, who can tell its worth I 

U woman\ rich in heavenly love — the poetry of earth. 

J. B. 
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During the last vacation, I was visiting an old friend of mine, 
one of the oldest settlers in a southern section of our country. As 
be looked over the news from the Creeks and Seminoles, he would 
frequently compare the incidents there related, with circumstances 
in which he had been an actor, or of which a witness. Among oth- 
ers, he narrated the following. 

^ It was a cold, raw evening, and the men had gathered round 
their large camp fires, watching some of their comrades, as they 
busied themselves in preparing for their evening repast. Every 
countenance wore an air of gloom, which is very unusual in camps, 
even during the most harassing duties, or the most inclement weath- 
er, and it was evident that no common event could have caused this 
general depression of spirits among the hardy, and hitherto lively 
frontiers-men. It was well known through the camp that a small 
party under Lt. S. had left that morning, for the purpose of finding 
a crossing place over the river, near which the troops bad baited ; 
for as yet no suitable place had been found, although exploring par- 
ties had traversed the banks for several miles, both up and down. It 
was true they had not intended to return that night, but several guns 
beard during the day created a belief that they had fallen in with 
Indians, and the cunning character of their foe was too well known 
to admit a hope that they had been attacked by an equal number, 
or in a situation where they could defend themselves. As the dark- 
ness gathered round, the wind increased, and large drops of rain oc- 
casionally falling bid them prepare for a severe night, which in truth 
they had. Most of them, however, wrapping themselves in their 
blankets, with their feet to the fire, appeared determined to forget 
present vexations in sleep, in spite of wind and rain. Others were 
endeavoring to arrange shelters, by means of sticks covered with 
palmetto leaves, and some were stripping bark from the trees as a 
covering for their rifies and powder ; but these, satisfied with their 
arrangements, soon stretched themselves to rest beside their com- 
rades. All were now at rest, save the inmate of the only tent upon 
the ground, and those of the guard, who, being now oflTduty, were 
seated around the guard fire. Anxiety for the fate of his only son, 
who commanded the absent party, prevented Col. S. from seeking 
repose, and filled his mind with the most gloomy forebodings. Sud- 
denly starting up, he drew his cloak close around him, and left the 
tent. He looked earnestly at all his men as he passed them, occa- 
sioDally stopping to examine their features. But his search seemed 

▼ox.. II. 2 
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in vain, for he turned to retrace his steps, when the figure of a young 
man sitting with his back to a tree caught his eye. 

" Henry," said he. 

The young man spoke not, but was instantly before him, raising 
bis cap as he approached. 

" You heard those guns to-day?" 

"1 did, sir." 

''And what think you ; were there more than might have been 
fired at a few deer ?" 

" Many more, I should say, sir." 

" You think the absent party in danger ?" 

" Most certainly." 

" And Alice — think you she would marry the man who could 
suffer her brother to remain so, without even an effort to save him." 

A flash of indignation passed over the face of the young man ; it 
was but for an instant, however, and a deeper gloom succeeded. 
" Col. S." said he, " I have not deserved this from you, for when 
did I ever give you occasion to repeat an order? And if you have 
any now, I am ready, sir." 

'' I know it, I know it ; but you are too good a soldier for this 
emergency. I doubted not your willingness for the service hinted 
at ; but do you not see that if I, as commander, order out another 
party to succor the absent one, the cold, calculating world will con- 
demn me, for allowing my feelings as a father to govern me as an 
oflicer ?" 

" I understand you now, sir, and will prove that nothing but my 
soldier's habit of waiting for orders governed me in this. At roll- 
call in the morning, I will with twenty of my comrades, to whom I 
shall now speak, step forward and request your permission to learn 
tbe safety of our friends, or bury them and seek their foes." 

'' God bless you, Henry ! Alice may well be proud of you, and 
poor Charles has had at least one true friend. But you say to- 
morrow morning ; why not to-night ? To-morrow may be too late ; 
you know as well as I do, that the Indians usually secrete them- 
selves near their victims during the darkness, and fire on them at 
the first return of lis^ht." 

'' I know it," exclaimed the young man, '' but what can we do 
on such a dark and stormy night as this ?" 

'' Dark and stormy ! do you think the darkness will frighten your 
men, or the rain hurt them more than where they now lie ?" 

« Neither, sir." 

" Then why not choose your men and start at once ?" 

'' And how far could we go, without light enough to enable us to 
follow on their trail, even if the rain has not washed away all traces 
of it ?" 

'' True, true, I do believe that I am more rash in my old age than 
yoU| with the fiery blood of youth in your veins. I am too much 
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excited to plan in this ; do you act as you think best, and oh, if you 
ha?e any idea of what may be the feelings of a father, or what will 
be those of a sister, do act quickly." 

" Col. S." said the young raan, " if I were to consult my own 
feelings" — 

At that instant the sharp report of a rifle caused both to start, 
and brought every man to his feet. 

" It is me, it is a friend — a friend — for mercy's sake don't shoot 
again !" 

" It is Bates," cried a dozen men, " we know his voice." 

'* You might as well have found that out in some other way than 
by shooting at me," muttered the nian, as he came limping into 
camp ; '^ but I suppose," continued lie, '' it was my own fault ; but 
bow in thunder could I see the sentinel ? the rascal was lying as flat 
as a red skin. To be sure, when I saw the camp I did not think of 
the sentinel, or any thing else. I thought I had been fired at enough 
ibr one day, and did'nt dream of getting this one in my leg." 

" Where is your company ? how came you so wounded ?" cried 
the men, pressing eagerly around him. 

" Why," said the man, " as to where they are, I cannot say ; 
but I can tell you the last I saw of them. Ii was about noon when 
we were fired upon. How many Indians there were, I cannot say ; 
as myself and one or two others were shot at the first fire. My 
arm was broken, which Lt. S. observing, he ordered me to retire 
to the rear and there secrete myself. I did so, and was afterwards 
joined by Williams, who, being badly wounded in the knee, did not 
like to run the risk of being discovered, as escape by flight would 
be to him impossible ; so I helped him up into a tree where he 
would be more likely to escape search than on the ground." 

" Did you hear any more of Charles ?" said Col. S. " Did you 
hear him give any orders by which we could judge what were his 
plans ?" 

^' I did not ; but as I helped Williams up into the tree, he told me 
that Lt. S. had been wounded, and that the men had hid him in 
some bushes to their right. The firing was then more to our left ; 
and before long it ceased ; soon after, a single shot, and then such a 
horrid yell filled the air that I believe it will ring in my ears forever." 

" Yes — ^yes" — cried some of the men ; " that was when the last 
brave fellow fell, or when they found a man not yet dead." 

At this moment Lt. Henry approached the crowd. Although 
the storm had not yet ceased, he had flung aside his cloak and was 
clad in a dress of the lightest kind, and most fitted for active exer- 
tion. The rifle in his hand, and pistols in his belt were all the arms 
be bore. 

" Bates^" said he, " where were you when the savages first 
showed themselves ?" 
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' " At the second bend of the river, where some of our men tried 
to ford It yesterday. You know where I mean." 

« Yes." 

" Well, we were but a few hundred yards from the banks." 

" Do you think they have found Williams or young S. ?" 

'^ No. What Indian, with all his cunninrr, would ever dream of a 
wounded man's climbing a tree ? As for Lt. S. 1 cannot say, as I 
did not see where he was put." 

** Shall we leave those men to die ?" said young Henry. 

" No, no," cried a hundred voices. 

".Who will go to their rescue ?" 

« I will, I will— all of us." 

" That would be too many," said Henry : " it must be a small 
party, that can act secretly enough for this enterprise. Is there any 
who will make one of a party of twenty ?" 

At this question all were silent. One unacquainted with the 
character of our backwoodsmen might have thought them influen- 
ced by fear ; but it was not so. No one was at first willing to put 
himself into so choice a party as the present was to be. It was but 
for a moment, however, when one of the youngest in camp stepped 
forward. 

" Williams is my brother," said he, " I shall claim to be one of 
the paity." 

'' And I, too," said an old hunter ; '^ Lt. S. saved my life at the 
risk of his own, not forty eight hours ago." 

" Choose for yourself, now," cried the men, as no one else ad- 
vanced. 

Henry stepped among them, touching such as he wanted on the 
shoulder. These, laying aside their blankets, proceeded to the side 
of Williams and the hunter. Henry placed himself at their head, 
and silently they departed. The hurried shake of the hand, and 
the low " God bless you," was all that passed between the strongest 
friends. For a few moments, those left behind stood conversing 
lowly around the fires, and then all was quiet as before, save an 
occasional muttering from the tent where the surgeon was dressing 
Bates' wounds. Although the wound in his leg was not as bad as 
that in his arm, yet he complained only of the former, and said it 
was natural enough for him to get the other ; but he; could scarce 
forgive the sentinel for shooting him for a red skin. Lt. Henry had 
left the camp at a point where no fires might betray him to any out- 
lying Indians, and had struck at once into a thick hammock. Fol- 
lowing a small trail they had passed directly through, and then took 
at once to the open pine land. For about two hours they proceeded 
as rapidly as men could, and not a word was spoken. Leaving the 
open country they passed through a narrow swamp and entered one 
where the low palmetto leaves, so common in that part of the coun- 
try, and the underbrush was very thick. From the cautious manner 
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in which they now proceeded, it was evident they expected every 
moment to fall in with foes. Leaving bis place in the rear, the old 
hunter moved silently to the side of his officer. " Lt." says he, 
" we must be near where young S. and Williams are hid ; you 
bad better let me go ahead and find them, for if you come suddenly 
upon them they may take us for Indians, and make noise enough to 
betray us." 

Henry assenting, silently halted his little band, and the hunter 
kept cautiously on. Whilst the men were awaiting his return, listen- 
ing for the slightest sound, they thought once or twice (as the wind 
lulled for a moment,) that they heard the sound of human voices ; 
but the next blast would drown it all. Ere long the hunter returned 
with Williams, who told them the savages had searched every bush, 
even under the tree he was upon, and afterwards proceeded to search 
those more to the west. Soon after he heard the report of a pistol, 
and then a loud shout, half in anger and half in triumph. " Yes," 
said one of the men, '^ S. had pistols, and some red skin got one of 
the bullets." 

" I can swear to that," said the hunter, " for when W. told me 
that, I went in the direction, and found a dead Indian lying by a 
clump of high palmetto, and the bushes around were much trampled. 
As I came back, W. told me that a party of Indians, whom he 
thought bore their wounded, went south, whilst theothei's went west, 
shouting and yelling." 

Leaving W. who was now comparatively safe, the party went 
forward in a southwest direction. It was evident the Indians felt 
perfectly secure in their late victory ; otherwise, they would not 
have divided their forces. Speed now appeared their greatest ob- 
ject, and they wound their way among the clumps of palmetto as 
rapidly as though they had been always accustomed to those paths. 
Before long they could distinctly see the light from a fire shining on 
the trees. Tho old hunter again approached Henry, and receiving 
a nod, started off to the left so as to come up to the south of their 
fire, because the Indians would expect no foe from that quarter, and 
the wind would blow from them to him. As he neared the fire, the 
bushes became higher but not so thick, and trees of larger size were 
rather more numerous. Every step of the experienced old roan 
was as cautiously made as if his life, or the gaining his oL^ect de- 
pended on each one of them. Only one large cluster of bushes 
was between him and the fire ; waiting till the wind blew more wildly 
by than ever, and he had gained his place. Slightly separating 
the leaves, he had the warriors and their captives full in view. The 
place they had chosen for their torture-ground was singularly well 
adapted to the purpose. A large oak stood in the center of an oth- 
erwise clear space of ground, surrounded on three sides by trees 
and bushes ; on the other flowed the river. Directly facing him, 
and tied to the oak was Charles S. His arms and feet were free : 
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but his right arm hung in a way that plainly showed it broken — his 
left arm rested in bis bosom, and his eye keenly watched a group of 
about twelve Indians, who were in front of him, a little to his right. 
" I see, I see," muttered the hunter, " the boy holds in his left hand 
a knife, which, sooner than bear their torture, he will use upon him- 
self; how I wish the rest had come up with me! I am afraid to 
go back for fear it will be too late ; but what can I do alone ? I 
wish the boy had not the knife, for I know the bloody savages too 
well to think they will be in a hurry to see the end of him, but they 
may drive him to the deed, and I am afi-aid they will before I can 
get back. The red skins are moving towards him already. No, 
no, it will not do for me to go back." At this moment the chief 
raised his tomahawk, and before the hunter could get his rifle through 
the bushes, it had been hurled, and hung quivering in the tree di- 
rectly above the head of the victim. " What an old fool I have 
got to be," muttered the old man. " I might have known they 
would not let him die so easily. By thunder ! what a look the boy 
gave their chief then ! I verily believe the red skin will fall in love 
with him, he bears himself so nobly." The Indians now formed 
themselves in a circle, drew their knives, and with threatening ges- 
tures began their dance. Suddenly the chief leaving the circle 
rushed to his captive as if to stab him. As quick as thought the eye 
of the scout glanced along his rifle, his hand was on the trigger, 
when a strong arm arrested him. Turning fiercely upon the intru- 
der, he beheld Lt. Henry, who, uneasy at his delay, had come for- 
ward with his men. 

" Are we in time ?" 

" For vengeance, if not for mercy." 

The young man glanced his eye at the dark group round the tree. 
"How far is it to the river?" 

" Hardly twenty rods." 

Turning to his men, he ordered four to conceal themselves near 
the river, four more a few yards to his right ; the rest cautiously 
took their places as near where the scout stood as possible. Two 
of the parties had orders to fire on the first opportunity they could 
do so, without endangering their friend. The party by the river 
were to reserve their fire for any who might attempt to escape. 
Several of the savages held in their hands short sticks, to which 
were hung some of the scalps they had taken; as these came id 
front of Charles, they whirled them in his face, asking in broken 
English, " Do you know him ? what warrior wore this ?" Then, 
as they passed him, would boast of the manner in which they had 
taken them. Others, still more barbarous, would slap them in his 
face, and as the young man sickened and turned away, would sneer- 
ingly observe, " white man don't love his friends much." 

The same idea that the left hand of the captive held a knife, 
now seemed to seize the chief; for, leaving the circle, he stepped 
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tiywiy towards him, his eye fixed upon his ; suddenly, giving his 
•ft arm a jerk, he pulled it from his bosom. For a moment they 
tniggled together. It was a moment of agony to the captive's 
rieods, who dared neither stir, nor fire, for fear of causing his instant 
bath. During the struggle, something glittering fell to the earth. 
^ Does the white man so love gold that he clings to it even in 
leath ?" asked the chief, as he stooped to pick it up. But as his 
ye glanced on it in the light, he gave such a laugh and yell of tri- 
UDph as made the youth turn away in horror. Holding it over 
» bead he showed it to his warriors, who instantly started for the 
le, each anxious to get a torch light, that the young man might 
Qore distinctly behold the face that so beautifully smiled there. 
' Tour young squaw smiles on you now," said the chief, who stood 
Jone by Charles. '' How long will it be before she smiles on an- 
iCber ?" A dozen rifles flashed from the darkness around, and seven 
If eight Indians fell where they stood, some wounded, some dead ; 
me or two, as they leaned over the fire, fell into it, and experienced 
be agony they intended for another. The remainder tried to escape 
the river. The chief started so suddenly as to drop the minia- 
are he held, and sprang with the rest for the river ; but the flash 
if the rifles on its banks told him all hope of escape was cut off. 
drawing his knife, he turned to rush on his captive — his hand was 
it bis throat, his arm was descending, when it was grasped, and in- 
tead of a prisoner, he clasped one in every way his equal. Lt. 
leory had flung himself so violently between his friend and the 
be, that he fell with the latter to the earth. The red man was un- 
lemeath him ; but as his hand still grasped a knife, and as Henry 
lad none, there seemed little chance for him. Henry's right hand 
leld a pistol ; but his arm had clasped the warrior so firmly that it 
lad fallen beneath him, and before he could extricate it, the knife of 
be savage was in his side. A triumphant yell burst from the lips 
»r the red man, and died away, strangely mingled with the report 
if Henry's pistol. To the astonishment of all he arose — the knife 
laoging from his side ; it had glanced on his powder horn and stuck 
UDong the bullets of his pouch, which hung below. 

As day began to dawn, it was judged prudent to return to camp 
m speedily as possible, for it was thought the other party of Indians 
XNild not be far off. Litters were made on which were placed the 
lunting shirts of the dead Indians, and their wounded friends. The 
MTty arrived safe in camp, but upon examination of the wounded 

nen, it was deemed best for them to proceed to the station at V , 

vhere better shelter could be procured. Alice was also there, and 
sould bestow that attention on her brother, which, more than any 
hiog else, would aid his recovery. The gallant little band who had 
o nobly rescued them, was ordered to be their escort, and before 
nidoigbt Henry had delivered S. to the care of his sister. What 
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his feelings were, you can better conceive than I describe, and how 
she has rewarded him, you know best." 

« I know ? ril be hanged if 1 do." 

" Stop, stop," said the old man, laughing, " you may not have 
remembered that, though your father's name is not Henry, your 
mother's is Alice. You see I have only given you some of the 
names wrong. But did your uncle S. never tell you any thing 
about it?" 

'' He once said he was indebted to my father, for his life, but not 
a word more." 

" It is very singular," said the old man, " but when they are as 
old as I am, they will talk more of such things." 



THE DEW-DROP— A FABLE. 

A DKw-nnop, on a summer morning, 
A tulip's simple leaf adorninjr, 
Beheld the sun's first blushing light 

Upon the hill-tops gleaming, 
And, liitle to herself of change 
To viewless vapor dreaming. 
Extolled herself, as many do. 
Who vainly hope and sti ive to woo. 
But pearly though she was, 'iwas plain 

A pearl she never would, nor could be; 
Still, puffed with pride and self conceit, 
She boasted thus of what she would be. 
" I'll sparkle in the sunny ray, 

A pearly sphere, a pearly gem, 
A pearly drop, as poets say, 
Fit to adorn a diadem. 
Grant me, O sun ! thy brightest beams. 
That all may see 
How bright I'll be !"— 
When lo! like childhood's early dreams 
Of beauty's magic power, 
She vanished in an hour. 

R.B. 
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VACATION ADVENTURES. 

No. I. 

"An iocoDsiderable snapper up of human trifles." 

ShAkspeart, 



FRED. MIDDLETONy 

OR, MATRIMONIAL HAPPINESS ILLUSTRATED. 

" The course of true love never did run smooth." 

The first week of vacation brought me a letter from Fred. 'Mid- 
dletoD to come and visit him. Fred, was an old friend of mine, a 
6ne handsome fellow, rich as Mordecai himself, and married about 
three years. His letters were stuffed full of nonsense about bis beau- 
tiful wife, his house, his grounds, love, domestic felicity, and all that 
sort of thing that's gendered by bridal cakes and honey-moons, and 
my curiosity was up to come and take a look at him. So jumping 
into a gig, three hours good driving brought me to his vicinity, and 
a little inquiry led me up to his door. 

As these are sketches I can't stop for trifles ; the reader will 
therefore imagine just such a house as he chooses. 

Knocking at a friend's door is bad taste. It sounds fonnal. So 
I pushed into the hall, and made my way as I could until I brought 
up in the library. 

There was a fracas jn the neighborhood ; voices engaged in sharp 
altercation ; and one of them 1 recognized as Fred.'s in a moment. 
Now eaves-dropping is not my forte. I am a little too honorable 
for it. But here was a fix where honor was about as useful as hon- 
est Jack Falstaff's. His could'nt mend a neck or a leg ; mine could 
not help me. I was therefore obliged to hear. 

" But, Freddy must be educated, my dear." 

" D— n Freddy !" 

Gad zooks, thinks I, Middleton's improved. 

" How can you speak so, my dear ?" 

" How, my dear, can you speak so ? Nothing but Freddy in the 
momino; ; nothing but Freddy at night. Freddy's hat, Freddy's 
coat, Freddy's breeches, Freddy's every thing ; 1 must tell you, 
Louise, I'm tired of it." 

Well, you need'nt get angi-y about it." 
I'm noi angry." (Moderately loud.) 

" Yes, you are." (Provokingly calm.) 

TOI*. II. 8 
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« No, Pra not." (Louder.) 

" You are." (Calm.) 

« I aint." (In thunder.) 

" Well, well, my dear, Vm sorry to trouble you ; but you know 
it's necessary." 

" But I do not know it's necessary." 

** My children must be school'd, my dear." 

" You need'nt have children then ! Throw Fred to the dogs for 
what I care." 

" Why, Frederick, how you talk this morning. I only speak to 
you, and you're so cold and so cross" — 

'*' Cold and cross, madam ! I'm hot enough in all conscience." 

" Well, mV, as you please." (Putting the accent.) 

" Well, madam, it shall be as 1 please." (Tempest rising.) 

" Pve heard you say so before." (Sharp as the crack of a rifle.) 

" I don't love you." (Lightning.) 

"Pve heard you say that too." (A rifle.) 

"You're a vile woman." (Louder.) 

« And that too." (A rifle.) 

" I hate you." (Still louder.) 

" And that likewise." (Rifle.) 

" I wish you out of my house." (Home-made thunder again.) 

" O, Frederick, this from you ! you — wicked — you'll — break — 
my-— heart — you know — you will — you monster — O dear! O dear!" 

There was a shower about this time — then a long pause. 

Pauses after storms, reader, you know are all the fashion. 

Presently 1 heard a loud laugh, and both rush into each other's 
arms. 

Another pause. 

" My dear," in a very sweet tone, " that's a dreadful bad temper 
of yours, eh ?" 

" Very, my dear — Pm sorry for it." 

" How sorry are you ?" 

" Why — so sorry." 

" Nay, but Pll not be put oflTby having my mouth stopp'd. You 
shall ask pardon — come — quick.' 

" Well, my dear, I do asic pardon." 

" And you wont sin again ?" 

« Never." 

" Never ?" 

« If I do Pll be da"— 

" And that's an awful bad habit too, Frederick, swearing." 

" Tis, is'nt it. Well, Pll"— 

"Leave it oflF?" 

" Yes, and so"— 

"And so?"— 

" We're friends again," said he. 
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"We're friends again," said she. 

" Dear, dear Louise." 

" Dear, dear Frederick." 

At that moment they entered the library, his arm making a girdle 
for her waist, hers clasped fondly over his neck, her head laid sweetly 
00 his shoulder, her long raven locks disheveled and hanging down 
upon his breast, and her little boy toddling along by her side and 
holding on to her gown ; presenting on the whole such a beautiful 
group and picture as I never saw before. Hang me ! if I did'nt 
envy him. 

" Fred, you rascal," said I, "how dare you treat your wife ill? 
I've heard all. You're a brute !" 

" Softly, softly, sir," said the lady stepping forward, " I let no- 
body scold my husband but myself — do I Frederick ?" and her 
dove-like eyes were raised to his with such a soul of devotion in 
them as 

But I guess this will do for once. 

I left Fred next day with a moral in my heart big enough to sanc- 
tify all North College — a difficult thing by the by — and that was, 
the importance of my getting a wife right off. 

n. 

MOONLIGHT. 

" Words, nothing but words 1" 

Hamlet. 

I'd just as lief you'd know it as not. Reader, I've a tremendous 
passion for moonlight. I always had. When a boy I loved to go 
out under its influence and steal water-melons ; not indeed from any 
particular propensity for thieving or a love of the melons, but simply 
for love of the moon. Walking through orchards too was pleasant. ^ 
Hiding myself in Squire Applejohn's garden, on the side of the house 
where his daughter liad her rooms so as to get a chat with her, that 
too was pleasant. Sticking placards on whipping-posts — dashing in 
the school-house windows — throwing mud against the church door — 
stopping up the key-hole— <;utling the bell rope — in short, there's no 
end of the pleasures I used to take by moonlight. 

But don't mistake me here. Don't suppose I never had a little 
of the * lifting up' feeling which sometimes gets hold of us ; a little of 
that influence which makes geese dance and fools rhyme. O, I had 
considerable of it. I've had the real ^ ajfflatus.^ I used to climb 
trees by night, (not fruit trees, mind you, now,) straddle a fence, or 
the ridge-pole of the barn, and then send my gaze off into the blue 
heavens till I got dizzy. The fair moon hanging off like a spirit 
of the atmosphere, the orbs rolling on and chanting to the cherubim, 
the bright ether stretching off and away which my thought could 
not fathom, the silence and solitude and solemnity of the glittering 
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pageantiy of heaven, O I've felt all these ; and then I've thought 
of a good large dairy-cheese and aunt Polly's pantry, and jumped 
from the ridge-pole and run off like lightning. 
Id one of these moods I wrote the following — 

When my proud heart has ached, and I have felt 
^ As if this world had cast me from its love, 

The yoQDg, the gay, the sweet, the beautiful, 
To whose afiectioDS I had link'd my soul, 
As kindred souls link and grow into one ; — ' 
When I have pans'd, and with a half form'd curse 
Upon my lips, and thoughts of bitterness 
Have crowded up so fast and forced the tears, 
The mad mad tears into my woman eyes. 
Until, tir'd with the dashing them away, 
Fve let them nnrepress'd steal silently down : — 
In such sad moments — and there's not a heart 
That's gifted with the sensibility 
That's given brutes, but can count over such 
Many and bitter — in such moments I 
Have left my dwelling and walk'd forth alone 
Beneath the sky of midnight, when the stars 
Shone from their habitations, and the moon 
The young and beautiful moon, look'd like a spirit 
Sent from a purer region, and its mild 
And most unearthly light has won its way 
Cluick to my madden'd feelings, and my heart 
The throbs of my proud yet most injured heart, 
Have hush'd themselves beneath its influence, 
As doth the breathings of a child that sinks 
From sobs, into the quiet arms of sleep. 
And as that soothing and most heavenly calm 
Has come upon me, I have felt that earth 
Was a sweet spot to dwell in — that its thousands 
And tens of thousand varied influences. 
Its waters and its winds, its sounds by day 
And melodies by night, have something dearer 
Than witchery in them — that they were the voices 
Of the Invisible, whispering in these 
His most neglected agencies, that truth 
Which he would write upon the soul of man. 
And I have thought that man was not thus vile 
As I had deem'd him — that revengeful being 
Stern and relentless, dark e'en in his love. 
And darker in the moments of his pride — 
That I had wrong'd him, and a sof\en'd feeling 
Fraternal has come gushing through my heart. 
And I have knelt down on the cold damp earth 
With nought but night around me, nought above 
Save the deep heavens, and th' eternal stars 
Which God has hung there, and — have pardon'd all. 
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This may be poetry, said a friend at my elbow ; but it won't make 
you rich or fill your stomach. No, it won't, answered I ; and sinco 
that time I've crush'd all poetic sensibility, and now I'm an item 
Id this dull working-day world. 

But what's all this stuff to do with vacation 7 liruch, Mr. Reader, 
and let me take the moment to tell you that writers tell stories in 
their own way. They scribble till their fingers ache and to please 
you ; shan't they have one immunity ? Shall the mere drudge be 
theirs ? That were to make them pack-horses. Shall the trouble 
of thinking, writing, copying, daubing, and tearing be borne cheer- 
fully, and when a resting place shows itself, some little field into 
which fancy may run and play a moment and thereby ease the 
mind and stop the heart ache, when memory may come with her 
forms and things and changes and chances, with her hues and 
brightness and loveliness and music and poetry, with her thousand 
hopes and dreams and anticipations apd cherish'd prospects ; when 
these appear and they turn to them for pleasure, will you rate them 
and bite ? Pooh ! don't think on't. 

But to the story. And here I may stop to say that as little of the 
true method of story writing is known in this world, as the princi- 
ples of steam boats and cotton gins in the planet Jupiter. The 
rage is the high pressure system. Every thing must be highly pep- 
pered. Every thing must be done by volcanoes and rail roads. 
Nature is obsolete. ^ Ease and freedom are a pair of simpletons. 
Simplicity is a misnomer. We are all huzza boys and fire. Thought 
is not thought, now-a-days. Virtue is not virtue. Truth is not 
truth. Philosophy is not philosophy. It's all rant, and stufi&, and 
fustian. This is especially true in literature. Look at its great 
founder, archetype and engineer, Edward Lytton Bulwer. He'll 
discourse an hour with a thought, and paint a character ' such as gods 
and men don't approve of.' The pure fountains of English have been 
more defiled by this man, than by all the writers of the present age 
put together. This is our opinion. He's a giant, however. There's 
no doubt of this. A man of deep and extensive readings, but withall 
as strange an admixture of truth and folly as ever flung ink-horns at 
paper-mills. 

JBut to return. A moment more, however, if you please, sir, 
while I essay a bit about the benefit of fictitious composition. I 
urge its claims on the ground of mental perfection. What is a per- 
fect mind ? Obviously one whose faculties are so developed and 
trained, that each contributes its quota to the business of analysis. 
To secure this we want logic for the reason, and something for the 
imagination. Now novels are the very things. They are imagin- 
ative. Tis therefore a natural deduction, that novels have their 
part to perform in balancing the mind. They are preferable to 

S^etry because they lie less. Poets always lie. They aim at it. 
e who does not know this, does not understand their principles. 
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Tis the peculiar province of poetry to be extravagant, and by a sort 
of witching tact impose on the understanding, the mind all the 
while conscious of the imposition, yet putting up with it because so 
skillfully done. Novels are similar, yet less daring ; serving to render 
us less unfit for life, at the same time giving us a glimpse of the land 
of pure imagination beyond it. NdVels may be said to have the 
same relation to poetry that the flight of the thrush has to the lark ; 
the one contenting itself with the altitude of the tree top, while the 
other rising in a spiral curve ceases not its sweet chant till lost in the 
clouds. 

There, reader, I've done. 

Done ! where is your story ? 

Story ! bless you, sir, Pve no story to tell you. 

m. 

' LITTLE SOLOMON AND THE STAGE COACH. 

" Life is a dark and thorny road." — Dr. Waits. 

Providence never blesses a man with any particular good, but 
right along side of it we find some evil or other to counteract it. A 
long run of good luck would 'nt do ; we should forget what a place 
the world is ; therefore every cup we have must have more or less 
poison in it to remind us of our mortality. 

I was never more struck with this than during the last vacation ; 
m little circumstance transpiring which tended to exemplify pretty 
clearly the flimsiness of prospective happiness. Three weeks had 
rolled by me, and recruited as to health and spirits I resolved to 
break up the monotony of vacation by traveling ; so setting myself 
in order I hailed the coach as it wheeled by our door, and began my 
journey. I was not to go very far for my first stage, and a lady for 
whom I had a sort of penchant lived in the next village ; so I rigged 
myself before starting in a beautiful new suit, the latest cut of Messrs. 

— , that no time might be Ipst when I got there 

for * showing up' the agreeable. 

Now getting into a stage coach is the devil. The swearing and 
tearing of drivers, the hustling and bustling of travelers, the ill-sa- 
vored politeness with which the passengers make room for you, the 
crashing of band-boxes, (by the way, no lady is allowed to carry 
over seven,) the O la's ! of maids and millinery, the rousting up of 
old ladies from comfortable naps in the corners of the vehicle, all 
these are horrible ; and to a man partially humanized as I profess 
to be, this putting to trouble my fellow sinners on these occasions is 
what I dread like a tooth-ache. Hence as I said, getting into a stage 
coach is the devil. 

After the usual trouble, however, after stepping on one man's 
toes that made him swear terribly, and meeting a demolishing look 
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from a lady of a certain age, into whose poke bonnet I jammed mj 
elbow as I settled into my seat, and after having knocked the skin 
from my knees against the door lock as I stepped into the coach| 
I got fixed and began to look about me. 

My neighborhood was an odd one. On my right was a full ple- 
thoric old Irish gentleman, that every time we whacked against a 
stone, cried out ^ Och ! and that's a good un, honey thriver ;' while 
on the same side on the front seat and facing him, sat a huge widow 
k)oking dowdy, whose time was alternately occupied in toying with a 
little nasty vulgar looking boy, and stuffing him with gingerbread. 

Now there's nothing on earth I love so as a glorious looking boy, 
a real right down magnificent little fellow, whose fair cheeks, bright 
eyes and glossy locks make you want to eat him. I always think 
of Willis's linei 



" There's something in a noble boy, 

A brave, free hearted, careless one, 
With his uncheck'd, unbidden joy. 

His dread of books and love of fan," 

and feel their fine force like a frenzy. I can play with one for 
hours, loll on the green grass with him, talk nonsense with him, pull 
him about, watch his eye, catch his clear silver shout, and forget I 
am growing old. It tempers one into the finest humanity. Some 
sealed fount in the heart is made to gush up again. We find the 
world is not as it looks to our soberer eye. We find there is after all, 
a life and loveliness, a freshness and poetry in it, and we turn from 
its mad whirl and seek them in life's quieter paths. 

But it makes one sad though. However, tis the sorrow, not the 
sickness of the heart. Tis the merry voiced Spring mated with the 
gorgeous grandeur of the Autumn. Most of us have sat in a room 
a thousand times where a fine boy was playing, and looked at him till 
the heart ached. We think of the little fellow's life. We think of 
what's before him. We think with what a shock, as it were, he 
must wake from his young dreams. We think how many times he 
must kick his little toes against the thorns where he expected noth- 
ing but roses. Aye, we never look at them but the heart aches ; 
for though they may find pleasure, they will as certainly find the 
bitterness of life. 

But there's another side of the question. 

If I love a fine boy, there's nothing I detest more than an ugly 
one. Let Providence never make me the 'particular relation' of one ; 
if it do, I shall certainly be tried for manslaughter. I want to mur- 
der them right off. I don't want they should drink in the light of 
the living. I want them to grow up in the woods and wilds their 
proper place, with beasts and bears. Nobody loves them ; nobody 
looks at them ; nobody plays with them ; no ladies kiss them ; pro- 
ving conclusively (the last item especially) that they were made for 
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some other planet besides this. But lest I be thought hard hearted 
here, I desire to state that as yet I never have killed one. No, no, 
I have a little of that unhandsome quality about me called pity. I 
remember my own childhood. 1 remember my own grey eyes and 
stiff carroty hair. I remember my own sufferings. No, I never 
pain the little fellows. They get slights enough from others — a fact 
that proves the world is ' devil-born' clearer than any thing I know 
of. The heart so dead to every thing which is truly magnanimous 
that it can scout the sweet feelings of children, plain enough came 
from a bad place, and the sooner it gets back there the better. 

We think children don't feel these things. Softly, softly, sir, 
some boys are more observing than men. Children are always ob- 
serving, and none more so than your ugly ones. Their thoughts 
dwell on their looks and they become sensitive. I ever observe it. 
Hence I always pick from a company the homely boy (provided he 
IS not dirty, this I can't bear) and treat him kindly ; he never for- 
gets it. 

Part of the last sentence is pat, and brings me back to my sub- 
ject. The little boy of the stage, before mentioned, had'nt been 
washed since his birth. Perched on the seat directly in front, his 
legs not long enough to dangle, there he sat his feet sticking strait 
out, much to the detriment of my drab breeches. Let it not be for- 
gotten that he had taken particular pains to walk near a mud puddle 
that morning, and the fiUing up of the picture is left to the reader's 
imagination. 

" Soley like-a-te ride-in-e tagey ?" 
« Yesh, mum." 
" Soley like-a-te get sickey ?" 
" Noa, mum." 

" Soley like-a-te gingerbread ?" 
« Yesh, mum." 

O, horror ! If there's any thing detestable, any custom, any abuse 
in society, any abomination of which I vote a clean riddance, it is 
your baby-talk in stage coaches. And yet passengers are gagged 
with it every twenty miles. I'll admit your boy, madam, is a prodigy, 
a Solomon, a Joseph, a Moses, or any thing you please, only for pity's 
sake keep it to yourself. Clierish it, love it, adore it, pet it, fondle 
it to your heart's content, but ' let your moderation be known.' The 
world don't overlook greatness, and be assured if he ever rises to the 
dignity of law-giver, we shall certainly know it. Precocious gen- 
tlemen turn out bad. Boys can't be men. The world thinks so. 
However, if he is a genius, don't let him burst on the world in bib 
and tucker with gingerbread in his mouth. Take my word for it, 
madam, it troubles the stomach. 

^'Murder !" shouted the stage en masse — we struck a stone. 
" Ocb ! and that's a good un, honey," roared the Irishman. 
^'0 ! mum/' cried Master Soley, '^ thee the gentleman's trowsers." 
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The look shook me like a palsy. There it was — the jolt had brought 
'Soley^ and me into collision, and both of his feet the one on one of 
my knees and the other on the other, had left their prints as large as 
life. I'm not given to swearing ; but an oath mounted my tongue 
as big as a chain-shot. It looked for all the world as if I bad been 
kneeling in a stable, and forgotten to wipe the dust off as I rose up. 

" Madam !" thundered I, '^ your boy ought to be pitched from 
the window." 

" Sir," retorted the lady with the dignity of a Semiramis, and a 
strong accent on the word sir, '^ Sir, the man who has'nt equanimity 
enough to bear with patience the ills of life, is a brute." 

Whew ! Plato in petticoats. 

" Sir, patience is manly ; remember Job." 

"Job, madam ! Job's drab breeches never looked thus." 

" Och ! and that's a good un, honey," chimed the Irishman. 

" Soley, you won't hit the gentleman again, will you lovey ?" 

" Yesh I will, mum, he need'nt put his knees in the way, mum." 

"Och ! and that's a good un, honey," chimed the Irishman. 

Need'nt put his knees in the way, mum ! you young mud-puddle 
representative, thought I, grinding my teeth like a tiger. 

" Don't be offended," said the lady deprecatingly. " He's only 
eleven last fall. Soley," addressing the young sprig of Chesterfield, 
" should'nt be impudent." 

" Yesh I will, mum." 

" Och ! and that's a good un, honey." 

" If you do I shall whip you, lovey." 

" Noa, you won't, mum ; you always say so, mum." 

"Och ! and that's a good un, honey." 

" I'll give you a big piece of gingerbread, lovey." 

" Well, then I wont, mum." 

Here was parental government coming out on the whole scale, so 
I turned away. Let the reader imagine the lady's voice sharp and 
quick like the snapping of a cane brake, the " Och ! and that's a 
good un, honey," of the Irishman (the only sentence he uttered 
during the journey) as rumbling up from the bottom of a volcano, 
and the words of the boy bolting out with something between a 
grunt and a nasal twang, and the scene is perfect. 

Here was a stopping place, so I bolted off into philosophy. What 
poor fools we are, thought I. What a poor pack horse is human 
nature. How little we know of the future. A man can't see the 
length of his nose, and he have a long one ; nor does the joy of to- 
day insure a hope to-morrow. I had started full of life and expec- 
tation ; I was sleek as a mouse in a band-box ; I was starched, per- 
fumed, smoothed, and combed ; I was expecting like Don Quixote 
of old to strike the heart of my Dulcinea. Alas ! how human hopes 
decay. Mine were gone; my expectations withered; my laureb 
dead ; my bright airy castles like the mists of the morning. 

▼oi«. II. 4 
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My reverie snapped like the crack of a rifle. 

" O, mum, mum — I p— ke, I p — ke." 

I sprang as if toucb'd by a torpedo. 

" Hillo, driver, murder — fire — let ine out — let me out." 

Tbe driver sprang — the door opened — I jumped. Alas, alas, as I 
tunied, tbe threat came ; and, striking me namelessly^ I was deluged 
firom hips to heels. 

What followed is not to be told. 

I looked behind me. I mounted the box. I journeyed on my 
way, musing and meditating on the vanities of life. 

Yale College. 



AUTUMN. 



The leares on the bough stirr'd 

Are fading and falling, 
And the wind and the wood-bird 

Are mournfully calling; 
And music around us 

Of landscape and river, 
And feelings that bound us 

Are passing forever. 

The mists of the mountain 

With morning upspringing;, 
The chime of the fountain 

Its melody ringing. 
The thorn and the thistle 

Of song have bereft us. 
And the quail's lonely whistle 

Is all that is leA us. 

So hearts we have cherish'd 

When life was before us. 
Are grown cold or perish'd 

As years have roll'd o'er us; 
And we look in the faces 

Once glowing with gladness, 
And we find in their places 

But sorrow and sadness. 

O, life! it is tearful 

We're all of us sighing. 
The moment we're cheerful 

That moment we're dying; 
And all we have lasted 

And all we have spoken, 
Are hopes that are wasted 

And hearts that are broken. 
VaUCMtge. 
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POLYMIGIA.—No. I. 

"Cloidquid agant homines, ▼otam, timor, ira, volaptas, guadia, diaearsos, — 

Dostri farrago libelli." 

I. 

'Tis a dark and rainy night ; — in a neatly furnished room a Gre is 
briskly burning — not in the good old-fashioned Franklin— but in the 
more i:pcent, patent, time-labor-and-fuel-saving coal stove. In a 
remote corner, amid heaps of Tomes and Epitomes, strewed on desk 
and window led^e, and presenting a formidable ar-ray in the dim 
ray of an old lamp, sits Iphigenus — his green spectacles nicely bal* 
anced on a formidable proboscis, and his thoughtful expression, as he 
rests, pen in hand, upon the elbow of his arm-chair, betokening at 
once the student and philosopher. A knock is heard at the door:— - 
enter Josephus Jumble, a man whose character no one has yet been 
able to fathom. 

Iph. Good evening, Josephus ; — happy to see you ; but why so 
late? 

Jam. Confound that mathematics ! I've been these two hours — 
what a mountain of books ! (taking them up) '^ Old English Poets," 
"Ovid's Art of Love," *' Homer," " Virgil," "Treatise on Astron- 
omy," " Newtoni Principia" — ah ! mathematics still possessing youf 
brain ; but why the plague did you send for me this cold rainy 
night ? 

Iph, f rising solemnly and locking the door.) Business of impor- 
tance ; do you swear secrecy ? 

Jum, Most assuredly, my dear sir ; what's in the wind now ? 

Iph. I suppose you attended the great meeting the other day. 

Jum. Meeting 1 what, the Harrison meeting ! a fig for your pub- 
lic dinners ; they are mere apologies, with their parboiled hams and 
indigestible toasts. 

Iph. Pooh ! pooh ! man ; for ever at your nonsense ; I mean the 
great college meeting for the " Magazine." 

Jum. Ah ! quite a different thing ! no, I was better employed at 
the horticultural exhibition of pretty flowers and pretty girls — flow- 
ers of Eden, (chuckling.) But what in the name of wonder have I 
to do with the Magazine ? Am I appointed Editor ? 

Iph. Not exactly ; — simply this ; — remember your promise — after 
those eloquent appeals — 

Jum. Deuce take your " appeals" — I suppose you were one of 
the ^pealers, or you would not be so anxious to discuss the subject. 
But the business ! the business ! \ 

m 

Iph. Well then, if yoa will have it, I have a proposal to make 
¥ath regard to the matter of the work. 



S8 POLTinGIA. 

Jum. A critique, I suppose ; what's the matter with the work ? 
Mathematical accuracy ! If you hated mathematics as much as I 
do, you would not be so fond of such nice criticism. You'll soon 
be like the man, who, after abusing the whole world, turned in and 
abused himself. 

Iph, You are a Jumble, sure enough ; but is not the Magazine a 
good thing, and may it not be a great source of improvement ? 

Jum. Most assuredly ; but what then ? 

Iph. Why, my plan ; suppose — suppose — in a word, suppose we 
write for the Magazine ? 

Jam. Write ! How ? 

Iph. Write together, something new and strange. 

Jam, Strange indeed it will be. You, a philosopher, governing 
your ideas by rule and measure, looking always toward the end of 
things ; I, a scape-goat of the world, a half in half, here-a-little, 
there-a-little, sort of man ; you, discussing grave, philosophical sub- 
jects, with an occasional dip into the sublime or sentimental ; and I, 
a plain unvarnished genius. 

Iph. So much the better ; the more variety ; but come, what say 
you ? 

Jum. Yes ; any thing — 

rilopeo my budget, and from it produce 
Good things in abundance, to put to good use. 

But what shall be the subject of our speculations ? 

Iph. Morals, ethics and magnetics ; men, women and children ; 
physics and metaphysics ; things lunar, sublunar, cacodemoniacal, 
analytical and hyperbolical ; in short, every thing. 

Jum. Quite a Salmagundi — " A spice of every thing ;" — by the 
way, shall that be the caption of our papers ? 

Iph. Pooh ! man — let's be classical ; hand the Lexicon. I saw 
a word to-day, — perhaps I'll find it ; let me try ; 'twas under IIi. 
Ah ! here it is — IloXufwyia. 

Jum. Exactly ; thanks to your classics. But when shall we be- 
gin ? 

Iph. Now ; — here are materials. As Horace says — 

" Accipe si vis, 
Accipe jam tabulas ; detur nobis locus, hora, 
Custodes: videamus uter plus scribere possit." 

Jum. (looking at his watch.) Now ? If midnight will give you a 
poetical, or any other mania, you are welcome to sit up and enjoy 
your reveries ; but I'm sure I shall not ; friend Horace to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

tph. Is it so late ! I should not have known it ; I am not at all 
sleepy. 

Jum. (rising.) Go to work then. I'll go to bed. 

Iph. But stop ! when shall we meet again ? 
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Jum, '* In summer, sunshine, or in rain ;" but I hope not the 
latter, as I room out. 

Iph. Well then, tomorrow night at nine, bring your introductory 
address. 

Jum. Aye, my lord, good night ! (Exit.) 

^A. (solus.) Well, he is an odd compound ; I hardly thought he 
would accede so readily. But what shall I write — philosophy — 
metaphysics — poetry ? Ah ! that's the idea. But what shall be 
the theme ! Oh ! here I was reading my friend Virgil's descrip- 
tion of the sea ; very apropos. I'll write upon the Sea. 

II. 

One — Two— Three — the clock strikes nine, and Josephus Jum- 
ble, Esq. — for once punctual — enters the neat ropm of the little, 
green-spectacled philosopher and poet. After the usual salutations, 
each being somewhat sobered by his late deep cogitations — without 
effi>rt at pun or fun, presents his respective piece. First, Iphigenu 
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Behold the deep, blue sea ; calm aud unruffled ; reflecting id 
beauteous irised tints the rays of the bright orb of day ! Indeed 
" a glorious mirror where the Almighty's form doth glass itself 1" 
How placid is its surface ! — its bosom undisturbed by throbbings ! 
Anon, Neptune arises and shakes the foaming spray from his hoary 
locks ; he mounts the chariot of the storms ; his steeds are the ra- 
ging winds ; their hoofs flash lightning ; the noise of his chariot- 
wheels is the crashing of thunder ; the ocean yawns, and heaves, 
and rolls ; the frantic elements conspire to vent their fury. The 
^* oak leviathans" are tossed like baubles to and fro, till, '^ as the 
snowy flake, they melt into the yeast of waves." Vain is the power 
of man! Impotent are his efibrts to stay the tempest! The sea's 
hollow caverns echo in solemn mockery to his shrieks of woe, as he 
sinks into their deep recesses, to rise no more. How fearfully sub- 
lime the scene ! With what awe and admiration does it inspire the 
soul ! Yet is there beauty in the sea — in the sea — 

Where the green waters roll on the coral strand ; 
Where are pearly beds for the Nymph's bright band; 
Where the mermaids oft with a silvery wand 
Strew the glistening shells on the golden sand. 

Where the Temples are lighted with gemmy fires, 
And ring with the music of Syren choirs. 
Where the Palaces glitter with rabies fair, 
While the water-sprites merrily revel there. 

Where the feast of Ambrosia is oft prepared ; 
And the sweet cup of Nectar by sea-gods shared. 
Where an Orphean lyre of fair tortoise-shell 
Wakes the slamb'ring echo to music's soft swell. 
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PAPERS FROM THE ATTIC. 

No. I. 

AUTHORS AND THEIR COMMENTATORS, ANTiaUARlANS, ETC. ETC. 

— "multam largiunto nihil adeptus est." 

Sallust, 

Posthumous papers and recovered manuscripts have always seem- 
ed to have a sort of witchery about them. Why this is so is a puz- 
zle. Sometimes indeed they are valuable ; but for the most part 
tbey are the poorest things in nature, dusty defaced scrapings to- 
gether of some lazy bookworm, or the counterfeited nothings of 
some blear-eyed smutty-faced antiquarian. If of a political cast, 
tbey are pilferings from Tully or Aristotle ; if on morals, they are 
from Seneca or some one else ; if disquisitions on scholastic divtnityi 
they are scraps from Duns Scotus or clear headed Thomas Aquinas. 
Maxims, apothegms, and smart sayings, tricked off in just such guise 
^ only dulls their point and blunts their keenness, are foisted upon 
us, and wit and genuine humor through these false media, become the 
most puling and insufferable vapidity. 

Yet after all, methinks, I would not quarrel with the world on this 
point ; for if posthumous papers do receive a degree of attention 
denied to the writings of living authors, it is perhaps greatly to the 
'World's credit. It shows men are not utterly bad ; and that though 
ithey have e^er scrupled to give authors credit where such credit 
-were of advantage, they are nevertheless willing to take notice of 
tfhem, when to any such notice they have now become insensible 
ky death — a degree of virtue not to be spoken lightly of. 

It ought not io be overlooked perhaps, that men sometimes drag 
(forth the writings of the dead for other than the best purposes. 
The human heart is an odd thing ; and it is as hard to assign the 
proper motiJve for all its actions, as it would be for a man to jump 
^own his own throat. Nevertheless, something may be learned by 
such as keep their eyes open to their own and the conduct of others ; 
and it is little to be doubted, that much of the praise which this or 
that man bestows upon the writings of antiquity, may be resolved 
into some indirect attempt to tickle his own vanity. Why has the 
sweet bard of Avon had so many commentators ; they hoped to get 
on the giant's back and get a peep at posterity — that's the secret of 
it. But alas ! alas ! what an error they made ; they should have 
remembered that to get on Shakspeare's back, was to foist a common 
man out of sight. The great Johnson with all his greatness, is lost 
in th^ blaze of the luminary he would fain have given laws to ; and 
Murray, and Stevens, and Malone, and a host of others who looked 
at the lighti have seemed to lose their eye-sight by it. 
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To attempt to bind Sbakspeare by laws was as futile as to attempt 
to bind the ocean with bulrushes, or track a comet. Genius makes 
its own laws. The rules of criticism are based on what ? on nature; 
aod the exercise of genius, whose very province is to create, is the 
highest exercise of nature. It is thus genius supercedes laws, or 
makes them. Hence they depend on genius, not genius on them ; 
and it is thus that Shakspeare defies and with propriety, roost of the 
established rules of Aristotle. 

And Addison^s criticisms on Milton too— -what is to be said of 
them? The reputation of Addison, truly, ought to shield him from 
the imputation of bad motives ; and it is to be hoped that the kin* 
dred affinity whigh is thought to exist betwixt great intellects, made 
him arrogate to himself the high honor of vindicating such a man as 
John Milton. But we must have other views of human nature fipom 
those we now entertain, and find more true virtuously chivalric ac* 
tioD io the world, before we concede even to Addison the honor of 
having acted from perfectly pure motives. The truth of it is, men 
cannot act disinterestedly. It is easy enough to theorize and see 
bow men might do it, and human nature had that perfection of which 
it is capable ; but so long as it is what it is, the impossibility in 
amount becomes a physical one. 

Cbanning of Boston, too, has won a laurel from Milton ; and, it 
may be said with truth, he has won it nobly. But with all respect 
to the erudite Doctor be it also said, he had two objects here wfaicb 
do not resolve themselves into just such motives as we would see 
inspire a man of his talents, especially when he approaches a man 
like Milton. And here we are sorry for the Doctor ; for not only 
would he win a leaf for himself, but he would also make honest 
John a Unitarian, than whom I think that sect would have never 
found a more sturdy opposer, had they made their appearance in 
his day. And we are especially sorry, since with all the Doctor's 
readings, mutilated quotings, and undoubted genius, he has only 
evinced the folly of his undertaking. 

But the cases here referred to are not the only ones in point ; the 
literary history of nations is full of examples. It seems a tax that 
all great men pay for their greatness, that they must sometimes be 
handled by sharpers ; for there are such numbers of hangers-on, 
such hosts of shallow pretenders to the high office of criticism, that 
every giant gets his share of it. This presents indeed in something 
of a new light the advantages to be derived from our great men ; 
since they serve to support a crowd of starvelings, who ebe were 
* eaten of famine.' It might however be equally urged, that it were 
better to throw away pen and ink, and betake themselves to the ma« 
king of pipes and periwigs, or some other honorable calling. 

For myself, 1 confess, I have never been greatly in admiration of 
commentators and antiquarians, or addicted to commentary and anti- 
qoaritn resevcbes. Unfortunately ibr the world, there's an old gen- 
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tieman called ' the past,^ and he has so much of the old gentlemanljr 

frerogalive, viz. self-appropriation, that he merits the cognomen of 
^rince of Monopolists. Now every thing that falls into his clutches 
is sure to change, and that too with such outrageous rapidity, that 
your common sense confesses you hardly know your own boyhood. 
He has the faculty of throwing a sort of dimness over every thing, 
so that black becomes white, white black, and both all the colors in 
the philosophic spectrum ; and in addition to this, the eye of a man 
is so constructed, that it can no more look into the past than it can 
discern the things in the back of the head. Besides, there have 
been a great many liars in the world, some who lied for the love of 
it, and some for the love of money ; and they have been accustomed 
to belie the good and praise the bad so much, that history is nothing 
but a tissue of falsehood. Now with these difficulties in the way, 
I have always thought it the safest course to avoid antiquarians, 
manuscript hunters, posthumous paper commenders, and every thing 
connected with them ; and 1 have universally observed that those 
like me in this particular, less often make themselves ridiculous ; 
since they do not always venerate every fragment they chanced to 
pick up as a piece of a mummy, nor every scratch on a tomb-stone 
as a key to the hieroglyphic mysteries of the Priesthood of ancient 
Egypt. 

Antiquarian research forsooth, is but a thankless business; as 
nauch so as tracing out genealogies. One's father was rich, his 
grand father was a judge, and he very naturally concludes his great 
grand father a lord. He looks, and lo ! he was the village fiddler. 

Yak CoUege. 
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"And is become as black as if besmeared with hell." — Henry VIII. 

— " millet tibi signa Bootes" — Virgil. 

" The Boots will bear witness." 

The fierce contests between the rival firms of * Robert Warren* 
and 'Day & Martin,' manufacturers of blacking for all his Christian 
Majesty's subjects, which so long and so violently agitated the Brit- 
ish nation, were not unheeded in our remote and quiet republic. 
The storm which rose to a tempest in and about the ' sea-girt isle,' 
reached our distant shores only in gentle ripples — with our trans- 
Atlantic brethren these strifes were * wars,' with us only * rumors of 
wars.' These bitter contentions have now ceased, the acrimony 
which they excited, has subsided — friend may now meet friend 
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without 'angrily asking an explanation' as to the blacking on his 
boots — masters and servants, fathers arid sons, are no longer ranged 
under the hostile banners of opposing parties — the black flag of pi- 
ratical cruelty carries not half the terror to the hearts of its wretched 
Tictims, which the dark-minded, dark-visaged agents of these proud 
antagonists inspired in their fractious customers. 

Why then, the sensitive reader may ask, why disturb the shades 
of the belligerents, why call up the harrowing scenes, which can 
only torture the imagination, without informing the mind, or impro- 
Tinor the heart ? 

For the same reason that the anatomist dissects the reeking corse, 
and lays bare the hideous secret of the grave, that he may heal the 
living — that the faithful historian gives a place in his annals, alike 
to the records of honor and prosperity and good faith, and to the 
darker picture of guilt, and woe, and treachery — that the moralist, 
while be portrays the fair form and fond allurements of virtue, ex* 
poses also the painted carcass of foul vice — for this same reason do 
I call up these direful reminiscences, that we may not sleep on in 
fiincied security from civil discord, while the prolific source of intes- 
tine commotion remains undried — while the fierce spirits of Chapel 
and Bell (oh ! that a chapel and bell should ever be at variance) are 
only held in abeyance, and are ready 'on the shortest notice/ as 
tradesmen say, to rush together in terrible collision. If such a fell 
catastrophe ever should occur, well might we exclaim with the Ro- 
man poet, 'Bella, horrida Bella /' All the squabbles of the aboli- 
tionists, 'full of sound and fury signifying nothing,' even a bcndflde 
rebellion of 

' the sooty slave 
In southern climes hot-pressed^ — 

but this is the dark side of the subject, and we dismiss it with pleas^ 
ure, to bring it up shortly in a brighter aspect — simply expressing 
our wonder, that when that accomplished diplomatist and far-sighted 
politician, J. Q. Adams, was enumerating the many dangers to which 
our hard-pressed ship of state would soon be exposed, though he 
included the black, he utterly omitted to mention the blackingj 
warfare. 

The German Teufelsdrockh in his last work, which we are ac- 

Juainted with only in its English dress, in the chapter on the ' Danh 
iacal body,' makes the following acute and apposite remarks : 

"A daDdy is a clothes- wearing man ; a man whose trade, office, and existence, 
consists in the wearing of clothes. Every faculty of his soul, spirit, purse, and 
person, is heroically consecrated to this one object, the wearing of* clothes, wisely 
and well ; so that as others dress to live, he lives to dress. The all-importance of 
clothes, which a Grerman professor of unequalled learning and acumen, writes his 
enormous volume to demonstrate, has sprung up in the intellect of the dandy with- 
out effort, like an instinct of genins. He is inspired with clotb, a Poet of eloth. 

TOl.. II. 5 
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What a mystic would call a 'divine idea ofclotk^ is born with him ; and this, like 
other sach ideas, will express itself outwardly, or wring his heart asander with 
nnatterable throes." 

What the ' Dandiacal body' is to clothes in general, and their em* 
bellishnoent, that was Warren to boots in particular, and their well 
being ; but with this remarkable and ennobling distinction, the efforts 
of the * Dandiacal body' centre and cease in himself, while those of 
Warren were inspired by a deep-seated and liberal philanthropy^- 
he was humble and unostentatious, he cared not to shine himself, so 
long as the universal understanding of all Europe was enlightened 
by reflections from his genius. 

The spectacle of a man of powerful intellect and cultivated taste, 
devoting himself with persevering energy to the development of 
some great principle, which shall ameliorate the condition of society 
and place his name among the benefactors of his race, never fails to 
elicit the admiration and compel the esteem of mankind. It is the 
province of the divine to investigate and set forth the idea of duty; 
of the philosopher to examine and defend the idea of the tme ; of 
the poet to cull out, and unfold, and commend the idea of the beaur 
tiful; and in proportion as they succeed in drawing out and enfor* 
cing upon the attention of their fellow men their respective princi^ 
plesy do they deserve and receive the homage of their cotemporaries 
and of future ages. Robert Warren devoted his life to the complete 
development of the idea of the black. How unremitted were his 
exertions, how self-denying his sacrifices, and how unquenchable his 
ardor in the pursuit, and how brilliant the result, are familiar matters 
to every well-read man. His biographer informs us that he was 
called to encounter all the stumbling-blocks that rivals and enemies 
could throw in his way, that he was assailed by all the weapons 
which a superstitious prejudice against the practicers of the * black 
art' could employ, and even toiled on under the dejecting influence 
of unrequited love, to reach the ultimatum of blackness, combined 
with an infinite susceptibility of polish. 

It is said that the preeminence of genius over common minds, 
which appears so startling at first sight, might, if the secret and mi- 
nute history of the possessor were known, be discerned to be more 
the creation of circumstance and appropriate training, than the gift 
of nature. If we possessed the requisite materials for such an inves- 
tigation, it would be curious to trace the steps of Wiirren's lofty in- 
tellect, till it had attained the perfect idea cf blackness, and watch 
the various phases of his progress till he reached the grand consum- 
mation of his ^real Japan AtramentumJ But as these materials are 
wanting, we are left to the uncertainties of conjecture. Perhaps the 
first notion, afterwards sublimated by the alchemy of his genius into 
a noble theory, and by the alchemy of his workshop again precipita- 
ted into a pot of blacking, this first notion may have been impressed 
upon his brain by the sturdy blows of some youthful combatant, dis- 
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figuring bis visual organs, and thus early teaching him to look with 
a gloomy eye on things. This first notion once impressed, how 
wonderfully was it fostered by propitious circumstances — how in his 
boyish readings did he sigh to think that the dark ages were long 
gone by — how did he delight to dwell upon the prowess of his favor- 
ite hero of romance, Ekiward, the black prince. How often would 
be with Shakspeare's demons 

— 'willfully himself exile from light, 
And ever consort with the 6/aci(:-biowed night.' 

How especially did he cherish in his garden the dark-petaled hya- 
cinth, and how ardently did he desire to ' paint the lily.' And aware 
of the reciprocal influence of mind and body, how obstinately did he 
persist, in spite of the oppugnation of his stomach, in confining his 
diet to a yard of black-pudding three times a day. How affection- 
ately, yet inquisitively, did he regard that portion of our race which 
were, in his opinion, blessed with a black skin — how boldly did he 
indulge the idea of being able to ' mimic nature in her choicest 
dyes.' And how at length, did this long-cherished hope, as Teu- 
felsdrockh says, '* express itself outwardly, and wring his heart asun- 
der with unutterable throes." 

The character of Mr. Warren is too little understood on this side 
of the Atlantic, and the moral dignity of his purposes and attain- 
ments too little appreciated. Only one of our authors, and he is the 
most classical one, seems to have fully grasped the conception of 
his character. It is thus that Washington Irving concludes a chaste 
and eloquent sketch of the person and life of this wonderful man. 
We quote from Warreniana : 

" In America we know Mr. Warren only as the tradesman ; in Earope, Asia, 
and Africa, he is spoken of as the poet : and at the Canaries, on my voyage to 
England, I was told by a Hottentot of his having been anfortunate in love. I was 
sensibly afflicted at the intelligence, but felt that the illustrious invalid was far,far 
above the reach of pity. There are some loOy minds that soar superior to calam- 
ity, as the Highlands of the Hudson lower above the clouds of earth. Warren 
has a soul of this stamp. His majestic spirit may feel, but will not bow before the 
strong arm of adversity. The blighting winds of care may howl around him in 
tbeir fury, but like the oak of the forest he will stand unshaken to the last. Be- 
sides, it may, perhaps, be to this very accident that his advertisements owe their 
charm ; for the mind, when breathed over by the scathing mildew of calamity, 
naturally turns for refreshment to its own healing stores of intellect." 

" Bat it is an humbling reflection for the pride of human intellect, that the value 
of an object is seldom felt until it be for ever lost. Thus, when the grave has clo- 
sed aronnd him, the name of Warren may be possibly recalled with sentiments of 
sincerest affection. At present, while yet in existence, he is undervalued by an 
invidions vicinity. But the man of letters who speaks of the Strand, speaks of it 
as the residence of Warren. The intelligent traveller who visits it, enquires 
where Warren is to be seen. He is the literary landmark of the place, indicating 
its existence to the distant scholar. He is like Pompey's coltunn at Alexandria, 
towering alone in classic dignity." 
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Dajr & Martin have of late usurped In some degree his honors, 
and hosts of shallow imitators have sprung up all over the world. 
Yet they can no more vie in glory with iheir immortal prototype, 
than the coward coasters, or even most daring adventurers of our 
day, can hope to wrest the sea-laurel from the brow of Columbus. 
Ever will the name of Warren live ; it will shine in his benefactions 
to his fellow men — ever will he be esteenned as 
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When od the far blue mountain leans 

The weary sun at close of day, 
And o'er earth's freshest, fairest scenes 

The soAened tints of evening play, 
How sweet, away from worldly men, 

To stand upon some rising ground, 
And with the eye of feeling ken 

The glories that exist around. 
How sweet upon the brow to feel 

The coolness of the evening breeze. 
While soothing fancies o'er us steal, 

And thoughts of pain and languor cease. 
How sweet to watch the fleece of gold • 

That lightly floats along the sky, 
Bright as the mystic one of old 

That gleamed on youthful Jason's eye. 
How .sweet to view the eastern hills 

In floods of fading glory bathed. 
To mark the flashing mountnin-rills 

That leap from summits brown and scathed. 
How sweet to catch the amber hues 

From distant windows brightly gleaming, 
To see the sun o'er all diffuse 

A light of melancholy seeming. 
Yet not the landscape dimly bright. 
In evening's pale and hallowed light, 
Nor gorgeous clouds that hang on high 
Their golden drapery o'er the sky. 
Nor zephyrs breathing cool and bland, 
As from some far-oflf spirit land. 
Nor cascades down the dark rocks dashing, 
And in the glorious sunset flashing. 
Can e'er tUone inspire the soul 

So well with pure and heavenly bliss. 
As when, like torrents, o'er us roll. 

In gazing on a scene like this, 
The thoughts, which rise at close of day, 
Of friends beloved and far away. 
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"OUR MAGAZINE." 

"BamforU vid sacrd ;" in other words, walkin*: down Chapel Street soon after 
the commencement of the term, I happened to fall in with a fellow-editor, who 
vas pacing the side-walk with a most melancholy gait, and apparently deeply en- 
grossed in some painful subject of thought. From the paper which he held in his 
Sand, and the unosaal decree of gra?iiv on his countenance, I naturally inferred 
that he had just received mtelligence of the decease of some absent friend, or of 
the burning of his paternal dwelling, or of some other calamity of a similar char- 
acter. 

" Any nnpleasant news, this morning 7" inquired I. 

" The very worst possible," responded he mournfully, " an essay for the Mag»- 
line, lon^ as a speecn in Congress, and about as dull." 

" And IS this all that has drawn your phiz down to such a sanctimonious longi- 
tude i YoQ look like despair incarnate.'' 

" The responsibility of wading through such an article as this were enough to 
have crashed Magiiabecbi himself— who is said to have read, as it were, sj^nU^ 
%to^^~-bt\n^ utterly unable to prevent it." 

" The task, nowever, is unavoidable; so when shall we begin the next number ?** 

" The deuce take the next number !" 

" No doubt the deuce would be as profitable a subscriber as some who have taken 
the work heretofore. But seriously, it is time to begin to print." 

" Printers never work gratis^ my dear sir." 

" Well, we have a good subscription list." 

** But not, in all respects, a list of good subscribers^ however." 

" Sound, are they not V 

" Verily, and nothing but sound. It were better were there more of the suh» 
stance:* 

" Yet I apprehend no difficulty." 

" No dimculiy ! Why, sir, Yale College, in my opinion, has no more literary 
ipirit than a mule. I verily believe that" 

" Tut, man ! your assertion is altogether too sweeping." 

*' Would that it were ! But what care those for the success of a periodical who 
make it a practice to procure the reading of it gratis^ by a system of borrowing?" 

" These are but a few paltry individuals, suck as would vote for the annihilation 
of all literature for two and sixpence, cash. They rank with the hopefol genius 
described by the poet, as 

— " dragged 
A stagnant, dull, predestinated fool. 
Through Learning 9 halls, and made to labor much 
Abortively, till to nis home returned. 
He made his simple mother think that she 
Had borne a man.'" 

I repeat it, there'll be no difficulty. Just think ; — half a thousand students in Yale 
College — all apparently jealous for her honor — and yet the old lady unable to sup- 
port her own bantling ! — absurd ! 

" But duty and the performance of it are two diffisrent things. It was the duty 
of Mr. Anonymous, nere, not to persecute us with such an everlasting essay as 
this ; yet here it is !" 

" JPerhaps our friends know not the necessity of any particular exertion." 

'* They must know it, then. We ought to have a general meeting of the Col- 
lege." 

" A meeting it is, then ; and it should be held immediately." 

And a meetmg toa5 held. "Let all members of College assemble themselves 
in the Chapel, at twelve o'clock, this day," ordered the Bully — and they were 
punctually there, and ready for every ' good word and work,' as will be seen in 
the sequel. 

"Grentlemen," said we of the Magazine, after the Bully had procured a pro- 
found silence in the house, "Gentlemen ! We speak to you of our beloved peri- 
odical. Convenience requires that it conform to the College calendar. A new 
volume must now be commenced. Its merits — need we recount them 1 Yon know 
its name — Yale ! — shall it in vain look to Yale for support 7" 

" Never !" responded our venerable Alma Mater, " never ! What ! our Maga- 
zins lack patronage 1 Wt nnable to support it ! Feebler institutions jeer at os ! 
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No literary spirit ! Begin and not able to finish ! Ne^er ! never ! Dnmb be the 
tongue that would speak it! branded the recreant who foT two pieces of stiver 
would betray the reputation of her who has nursed him! — Messrs. Editors — go 
ahead /" 

At this we dofied our beavers and made a genuine editorial bow. 

Nearly two weeks passed away before the question was practically answered 
" when shall we begin to print ?" 

At length, however, a cold, stormy evening found us all assembled, at an early 
hour, in our own sanctum sanctorum — a snug, ten-by-twelve feel apartment, neatly 
carpeted, and provided with the usual appurtenances of a well ordered office edi- 
torial. A brisk fire of hickory was burning in an open Franklin, on opposite sides 
of which were seated Paul Blossom and Jedediah Dyer, each with his feet resting 
on the stove in such a manner as to preserve an equilibrium of pressure, and each 
luxuriating, with true editorial delight, amid the circling fumes of a well-lighted 
cigar. At one side of a handsome center-table which stood direcllv in front of 
the fire, sat with folded arms another of the editors, Noah Dove, and on the other 
side, with pen in hand and inkstand before him, the reader's most obedient, I, 
Ralph RocKaway. Upon the table was a huge pile of books, pamphlets and news- 
papers, all thrown together " in most admired disorder." Here were our exchange 
papers and periodicals — the * Knickerbocker,' (except the last No. which we ha?c 
not yet received,) the spirited, talented, impartial Knickerbocker, indisputably 
the first periodical of which our literature can boast — the ' American Monthly ' 
its popular and distinguished rival, notwithstanding its cut-and-thrust, blood-and- 
Tengeance style of criticism, and its unpardonable though futile attempts to rnn 
down and tomahawk those who deserve a more honorable treatment — the ' Lite- 
rary Messenger,' a faithful, and favorable exhibitor of southern talents and literary 
taste, though occasionally marred (like most other periodicals) with specimens of 
dull prose or of prosing poetry — the ' American Historical Magazine,' replete with 
curious incidents, and interesting documents appertaining to our country's his- 
tory — the * Baltimore Atheneum' — the * Monument' — the * Bancorean,' and a do- 
zen other literary periodicals, all very excellent of their kind, and containing 
much choice and interesting matter, both original and selected — and last, though 
by no means least, our eye resus on our comely sister, ycleped ' Harvardiana,* a 
gay little brunette just entered on her teens, and different, very different from her 
sober, long-vLsaged, bas-bUu-isk predecessor. We congratulate our brethren, the 
Purophagoi, on the decided improvement, both in character and appearance, of 
their promising prote^6. Harvard and Yale, if we are not mistaken, are the only 
institutions, at lea.st in New England, which can claim the honor of sustaining 
literary periodicals. Of these two Magazines then, mauger the untimely croak- 
ings 01 some who affect to believe that all college publications must die an early 
death, we say, from our heart, as Blackstone did of the British Constitution, 
• esto perpetual 

But to return to our room — when each individual of the corps editorial had 
located himself to his full satisfaction, the business of the evening was commen- 
ced by depositing in a hat four small biis of paper, three of them mank, the other 
marked with the letter E. The individual by whom this should be drawn would 
be editor-in-chief for the current number — its presiding genius — responsible, to a 
certain extent, for its general appearance, editorial matter, notes to correspondents, 
etc. The important E, fell to the lot of Ralph Rockaway, alias, I myself — for, or 
course, it is I myself who am now writing. 

There was then introduced and placed on the table, a long, narrow box, which, 
for all the world, resembled, more than any thing else, a child's coffin ; having 
nearly its size, shape and color. And the resemblance extended even to its con- 
tents — the literary bantlings of our fellow students, slain unmercifully by a single 
dash of the pen — the metrical abortions of many a would-be poet, and the ardent 
breathings of the uoblessed lover, 

" SiRhinff like furnace, with a woful ballad 
Made to Hia mistrera' eye-brow." 

But whatever may have been the original design of the box, or whatever the 
purposes to which, in process of time, it had been oevoted, whether for the protec- 
tion of important secret documents, or for the storage of long, delicate tobacco- 
pipes, it was now only employed as a convenient receptacle for the current contri- 
oations to the Magazine. Its lid having been unlocked and thrown open with all 
doe solemnity, there was revealed a most formidable mass of miscellaneons MSB. 
which it was incumbent on me to attempt to decipher. 
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The first article that made its appearance was the astounding essay, of Chapel- 
street, despair-producing memory. At sight of it, every countenance suddenly 
dropped, live the drop of a gibbet. Our two antipodal, cigar-loving colleagues 
gave each a most desperate puff, and a long drawn sigh escaped involuntarily 
from the lips of all. At the same time, the rain was pattering fitfully and drearily 
against the windows, and our lamp, not having been trimmed for the evening, had 
already be^un to wane, and was now shedding on things around but a feeble, 
cat's-eye glimmering, just sufficient to place in dim conspicuousness the portentoos 
essay. In truth it was an affecting scene. 

When each of us had "screwed his courage up to the sticking point," the read- 
ing was commenced ; and I read, and read, and read ; minutes, yea, almost hoars 
passed away, and I was reading still. " Aly colleagues," thought I, " give very 
good attention to so dull a thing as this," and I raised my eyes from the paper to 
see how they endured it. Paul's cigar had dropped from his lips, his heaa leaned 
upon his shoulder, and an image of despair was depicted on his countenance, 
which revealed but too plainly the nature uf his dreams. Jcdediah was still puff^ 
iogaway with the fury of utter hopelessness, kept awake simply bv the vast and 
overwhelmning idea of eternal duration, suggested by the essay. Dove sat eazing 
with a vacant stare, upon the bright bed of embers before him, as if absorbed in 
some profound speculation. As to myself, I was reading from a sense of dutv; 
and this, in addition to the somniferous nature of the composition, rendered the 
exercise, to a considerable degree, mechanical and involuntary. At length, I 
stopped to take breath. The sudden silence disturbed the whole group. 

"lam unaccountably drowsy tinnight," said Paul, yawning; " bow many articles 
have been read, while I have been dreaming here of committing to memory the 
whole College Library, black letter and all 1" 

*' Not more than half of the one we commenced with," replied I, glancing ftt 
the manu.script. 

A general groan. 

" I move," said Jedediah Dyer, solemnly, " that it be labelled the ' Touchstone of 
Patience,' and sent to the Harpers for publication ; no other press can do it." 

'* Better call it," said Blossom, laughing, "the 'Infallible Soporific,' recently 
invented by Mr. . What's the signature, Rockaway 1" 

" No signature. But here Is a closing note. '* Messrs. Editors, either print this 
or bum it, but pray don't name it in the ' notes to correspondents.'" 

"Let his prayer be granted !" exclaimed all, simultaneously. 

A quick, bright blaze, a roar in the chimney, and a residue of black quiTering 
flakes, told the nature of the decision. 

Next was read a long, melancholy tale ; good enough as to the characters and 
plot, but somewhat lumbering in style. 

" A good writer," remarked Mr. Dove very sagely, " ought to know that ti story 
requires a much lighter style of composition than a disquisition in Metaphysics. 

"Some parts of it are very well written," rejoined Paul, "but it is manifestly a 
first effort, and admits of great improvement.'' 

" There is too much said about a certain mysterious change," added Mr. Dyer, 
"and some passages are a little too pathetic for common susceptibilities." 

AAer many more criticisms of a like character, the question was put; 

" What order upon this piece, gentlemen 1" 

" Move it be respectfully declined," said one. 

" Second it," said another, and " third it," another. And the decision was rt« 
corded among the minutes of the meeting. 

Next appeared an article in blank verse. 

" Read it, read it," was the cry. 

It was read and listened to with marked attention. 

" Some very fine passages there," said Paul, " it ought to be published." 

"But there are some very faulty passages, too, if it has been read correctly," 
added Dove. " The strength of one line rests solely on a diminutive * to.' Read it." 

Mock. "When deep 

Within the fires of ruia are Burg ing to 
And froi" 

Dave, " That's a violation of both rule and taste, unless I err exceedingly. Sev- 
eral other lines terminate feebly, with the conjunction *and.'" 

Jioek, *' Mark the position of the word ' and/ and the rythm of the second line 
in th^ passage, 
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' Tbi bat the floom of your ni^ht xigilB, and 
With a mom like this shoald vanish. Thou art 
Our leader.' " 

Dyer, ''Notice, too, the weakening epithets and unnecessarj circnmloeiilioM ••■ 
which eDcumber many passages and obstruct the sense. There are too nsnj 
foords. What a pity the author does*nt write with greater care; he woold eei^ 
tainly purchase much more fame, though, perhaps, not so much paper. Swifts 
advice is quite to the purpose. 

' Blot out, correct, insert, refine, 
Enlarge, diminish, interline.' " 

Rock, " Well, gentlemen, shall it go in with all its faults uncorrected?" , 

Dove. *' They will certainly neutralize the beauties of the piece." 

Bios. "Move it remain ' under consideration,' that the writer, if he chooee8,iiM]r 
have a chance to correct it." {Parsed unanimtiu$ly.) 

The next piece convsisted of five stanzas, entitled " What is Sweet," a reply lo 
" What is Bitter." After hearing it read, it was the decided opinion that altaoa^ 
many of the thoughts were poeticnl, yet that in the structure of the verses, Dean|f :j 
all the rules of measure, rytnm and rhyme, had been violated with very little c^ J 
emony. 

Next was announced an amorous ditty, crammed full of love and sentimcsLj 
and sighing and crying and dying, and pathos and bathos, like the weak brain or^j 
a love-sick girl. 

(Cries of ' hear ! hear !') 

The thing wa.s read, and several limes in the course of it we each of us invol- 
nntarily sighed, ' oh !' Paul moved that it be kept in a bucket of cold water to 
prevent conflagration ; and Jedediah, aflccted, no aoubt, hy the touching plaint of ^ 
the poor author exclaimed, with Bums, 

" Lament in rhynip, lament in prose, 
Wi' gnut tears tricklin' down your nose; 
Our Bardie's fate is at a close- 
Post a' remead !" 

Next came up something called a ' Sonnet,' containing, however, no lev thna 
twenty lines. Here is a choice fragment. 

"Oh Mary for my life I cannot see 
Why your thoughts do wander away from me, 
When morn with its rosy tints is gleaminfr, 
Thy dark locks in tho wild winds ore streaming, 
Egbert at the altar of Venus Is kneeling, 
His young heart throbs with keenness of feeling — 
Dear Mary, for mr soul I cannot see 
Why your lieart should wander away from me !" &c 

Jedediah. (With deep pathos.) 

" Bweet sensibility ! oh. la ? 
Methought I heard a little lamb cry, ba ! 
Rays I, 'dear Iamb, have you lost your ma V 
The poor thing answered, ba ! a ! ! a ! ! ! " 

"I must beg to be excused," said Paul, turning pale, as if troubled at tbe 
stomach. 

"From any thing more of this sort," exclaimed Noah, with tremeodons empha- 
sis, "good Lord deliver us!" 

" It is exceeding siraoge," added Paul, recovering froni his faintness, "that be* 
ings blessed with a human form should so befool themselves. Writers anable io 
tack together two decent prose sentences, must attempt poetry! like a nevlr 
hatched bird essaying to Jly before it can stand on its feet. Truly it were enoagk .'] 
to make, 

" A little dog laugh to see the sport, 
And a cow Jump over the moon !" 

"Poor creatures!" exclaimed Jedediah mournfully, " they are laboring under 
a sad mistake ; in the words of another, 

' With a puling infant's force. 
They sway about upon a rocking-hor»e. 
And think it Pega»u8 /' " 

Several other pieces, not named in the minutes, were also examined, and the 
Arrangements for the Magazine concluded, by ordering Ralph Rockaway tor^ 
cord the transactions of the meeting, and insert them in the forth-coming nnnUieri 
pro bono publico, 

R. R. 
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THE PRI^XIPLE OF DEMOCIIACY. 

To provide an inviolate shrine for liberty, has been the grand 
problem of the political philosopher from the earliest dawn of civil- 
isation. At different periods of the world, and in different stages of 
human advancement, it has been entrusted to the omnipotence of 
princes, to the wisdom of venerable age, or to the hearts of tiie mul* 
titude. But in every case the shrine has been desecrated, and his- 
tory reveals that every government which human ingenuity has de- 
vised for the security of freedom, has been eventually destroyed or 
perverted by one of its two great enemies — the tyranny of the ftw^ 
or the anarchy of the many. 

The first springs from a perversion of those delegated powers 
which are implied in our idea of a government ; — the last from a per- 
▼ersion of the spirit of liberty. Tiie rise and triumph of the first of 
these principles — a history of the progress of governments first or- 
ganized with merely adequate powers, from the salutary use to the 
abuse of them, from the protection to tiie oppression of their sub- 
jects, from monarchy to despotism, migiit be an interesting subject 
of inquiry. It might delight philosophy, to mark the successive 
pride and arrogance of the governing — tiie elected chief — the king, 
the despot — the vicegerent of God ; — the old man, tlie senator, the 
hereditary counselor, the absolute aristocrat. It miglit humble the 
pride of human nature to trace the successive submission and servil- 
ity of the governed, the freeman, the vassal, the serf, the slave,-— 
but to dwell on the rise and triumph of the spirit of liberty, as plant- 
ed in the very constitution of tiic human mind, as embodied in the 
jfrindple of democracy ^ as developed by a thousand providential 
causes, as the second savior of tlie human family, is a topic of 
thought congenial to the highest and noblest faculties of man. It 
alleriates our sorrow over the past misery and present condition of 
our race. It points us to crumbling battlements, to Chillon, Ol- 
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mutz, tbe Inquisition, the Bastile, and encourages us never to despair 
of the progress of man. 

When the hoary despotism of Rome was subverted by a nation 
• which enjoyed a much higher degree of freedom^ than the name 
they supplanted, philanthropy might have reasonably hoped that 
the hour of human amelioration had finally arrived. The wreck of 
a despotism which for centuries had awed the world, deserted cas- 
tles and demolished fortresses, — broken links of an iron chain which 
bad bound the nations ; the prostrate walls of Rome, the grass- 
grown amphitheatre, the defaced Capitol, — forsaken Ravenna and 
its desolate palaces, — all whispered from their silence and ruin en- 
couragement and applause to the cause of humanity. In the rude 
maxims and civil policy of tbe conquering nations, the eye of the 
philosopher might have detected a spirit which assailed the doctrine 
of the indefeasible rights of rulers, and their natural superiority to 
the ruled. For the nations which subverted the Roman empire re- 
cognized the principle of election,f followed their leaders volunta- 
rily, regarded conquest as common, and divided equally the con- 
quered lands. 

Had philosophy yet to learn that the spirit of conquest is repug- 
nant to the spirit of freedom ? Was it reserved for the barbarians 
of the north to teach mankind that the necessity of guarding the 
conquests made, of chaining the vanquished oppressor, would create 
a tyranny as formidable and merciless as the despotism they had 
subverted. The feudal system sprung from the necessity of guard- 
ing their acquisitions against the conquered inhabitants and new in- 
vaders. And is there then no hope for the nations ? A throne has 
been subverted, and a throne reared : the dragon is vanquished, but 
from its scattered teeth spring the iron clad despots of the Middle 
Ages ; the eagles no longer fly in the van of oppression, but the 
sword awes the spirit of freedom. Another, a mightier cause than 
tbe arm of the barbarian, was in reserve. A cause intrinsically 
adapted to the exigency of the case, which, while it radically sub- 
verts despotism, abolisiies the necessity of military organization, for 
tbe purpose of self defence, for it emancipates while it subdues; it 
marshals in the mind a foe to tyrants ; it annihilates oppression, by 
teaching the oppressed. Such a cause has been the gradual devel- 
opment of the principle of democracy. Its essence is the immortal 
aspirations of the mind of man, the moral equality of his nature, his 
instinctive revolt against oppression, his insatiate thirst for advance- 
ment : its active efficacy, the great doctrine of equality and the su- 
premacy of majorities. In the early history of Modern Europe, the 
principle of equality had for its antagonist a spirit which had actually 
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divided the continent among a small number of families, who alone 
possessed and transmitted from sire to son the only pure inheritable 
blood, the aristocratic prerogative of thought, and an indefeasible right 
to thrones and dignities. Every channel was closed against the ad- 
mission of the enslaved vulgar to honor and influence. The exalted 
faculties which might swell beneath the chains of the serf; the 
thoughts which would '' startle nations," could not flow to enlighten 
and relieve society. At such a period a new order arose ; an order 
which opened an avenue between the cabin of the slave and the 
palace of the lord. Such was the priesthood of Christianity. It 
might draw its recruits from the lowest ranks of the populace, but its 
cardinals controlled the cabinets of princes, and the ^' sandaled foot'' 
reposed on the necks of emperors. Such was the first triumph of 
theLprinciple of natural equality over the arbitrary distinctions of so- 
ciety^ But although the influence of this innovation was decided, it 
was nevertheless limited in its extent. It made no invasion on the 
laws of inheritance and the supremacy of rank ; it did not humble 
the arrogance of the baron, and though it mitigated the despair, it 
hardly encouraged the hopes of the serf. A despotism which had 
paralyzed society, must be encountered by a mightier agent. Some 
convulsion was needed, which should shake the very nerves and 
flbres of the system, and arouse it from this lethargy of despotism, 
and throw into circulation its stagnant enterprise, scatter hoarded 
wealth, and break up immemorial habits. Such a convulsion was 
the Crusades : they drew from the cloister its talents, the bloated and 
sensual noble from his banquet, the peasant from bis degraded and 
desperate contentment, and by appealing to the hopes, fears, pride, 
ambition or enthusiasm of all, they called into exercise the active 
principles of man's nature, quickened the energies of society, and 
taught its divided and repellent orders their mutual dependence and 
reciprocal usefulness. From the vigor and activity which sprung 
from this re-juvenescence of Europe, the principle of democracy de- 
rived a new and constant impulse. But it was chiefly advanced by 
two new auxiliaries which the Crusades brought to its aid — the 
power of wealth — the omnipotence of knowledge. These two 
causes, more than all others, diminished the ascendency of birth, 
opened other avenues to respectability and influence, and breathed 
a spirit into the enslaved commonalty. 

3%6 power of wealth. — While the supply of their necessities, or 
the gratification of sense, bounded the desires of the nobles, they 
might have for ever remained contented with the supplies their ex- 
tortions exacted ; their wishes would never have bowed to their 
wants ; their pride to their poverty, and the franchises of Europe, 
until this day might have been oppressed by that power which is 
invincible, from its superiority to want. The lower orders might 
have still been ignorant of the influence of commerce, industry and 
enterprise, in deciding the fortune of individuals and the destiny of 
empires. 
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But the Crusades bumbled tbis pride by creating these wants, 
and the baron's thirst for power, his love of tyranny, and his ha- 
tred of freedom, all yielded to his insatiate demand for money. A 
demand which in modern society has humbled the arrogance and 
fettered thesupremacy of power, and maintained the balance between 
its higher and lower orders. A demand which published to the as- 
tonished slave of the eleventh century that there was a power para- 
mount to rank and titles ; that by grasping it the serf might one day 
supplant his lord ; that gold would out-dazzle armorial bearings ; 
that it was office at court, in the camp renown, and in the church 
salvation ; that by accumulating it, bodies politic might resist the 
oppression of their feudal sovereigns, assert their rights, and estab- 
lish them on the basis of constitutions and charters. From the op- 
eration of this cause in increasing the amount and augmenting the 
ipfluence of wealth, the cities of Germany and Italy, which before 
the Crusades were oppressed in all their social rights, became bul- 
warks of freedom ; embodied forms of the principle of democracy. 
Before the inBuence of wealth was felt, they paid for a mere nomi- 
nal protection by absolute subjection to their protectors ; but now 
they were entirely disfranchised, invested with the privileges of mu- 
nicipal jurisdiction, of suffrage, election and self government, and 
liberty was declared " such an essential part of their character, that 
slaves were liberated who look refuge in them." In the language 
of an elegant writer, "it was the poverty of the feudal lords which 
extorted from their pride those charters of freedom which unlocked 
the fetters of the slave, secured the farm of the peasant and the shop 
of the arti6cer, and gradually restored a substance and a soul to 
the most numerous and useful part of community." Thus has the 
power of weahh contributed to the triumph of equality, by breaking 
up hereditary tenures, by humbling the pride and diminishing the 
importance of birth, by opening other avenues to honor and influ- 
ence, by inspiring the degraded minds of the lower orders with am- 
bitious energy, by disfranchising individuals, chartering cities, and 
consecrating in the midst of a dark and barbarous age, a hallowed 
spot, where the humbled spirit of man could soar and wheel in the 
pure atmosphere, and with the proud consciousness of freedom. 

The omnipotence of knowledge. — In comparing the influence of 
knowledge with that of other causes, in advancing the principle of 
democracy, omnipotence may be safely predicated of it. It has 
manifestly done more than all other causes combined. The same 
convulsion which gave life to commercial enterprise, revealed to so- 
ciety the might of mind, and that the ethereal principle may glow 
with as much vigor and purity in the peasant's breast, as under pur- 

{Ae and ermine. Communication with the East, the necessity of 
aws, and the progress of society, called into exercise the powers of 
the understanding. Knowledge became a patent of nobility, a pass- 
port to the favor of kings. Arbitrary distinctions yield to intellect, 
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force to reason, antiquity to trutb, the sword to the press. Poetry, 
philosophy, the sciences, the arts, the scliools, swell the growth of 
equality, and call forth from the shop, the anvil and the plough, a 
vast array, invested with heaven's nobility, who take their places by 
the side of kings, and look down upon nobles. Knowledge and 
wealth reflect aid upon each other. New fields of enterprise are 
thrown open. Fresh laurels are won by mind. Every discovery, 
every invention, every master-piece of genius, speeds the progress 
of equality. The ambition of tyrants contributes to its success. 
The feudal lords slaughter each other. Wars develop the impor- 
tance of the people. Kings elevate them to awe the noble, and are 
awed themselves. The baron's mace is broken ! the regal sceptre 
trembles ! prerogatives yield to the supremacy of majorities. Equal- 
ity is soon arrayed against thrones and dignities ; the rights of the 
many against the oppression of the few ; the principle of democracy 
against the self-preserving instincts, the life struggles of power. 
All Europe is the Waterloo. Which will triumph? 

We have hitherto contemplated the principle of democracy as 
struggling against institutions for perpetuating power, against hered- 
itary birth, transmitted wealth, prejudice and proscription. We 
have yet known nothing of its intrinsic evils ; for its wild ambition, 
its resistless energy, its insatiate thirst for advancement, have been 
directed against the barefaced oppression, the gross and palpable in- 
justice of civil society. Danger has been to it a bond of union, ad- 
versity has tempered its violence and restrained its excesses. Un- 
der the eye of these stem monitors, its vices have been tamed, its 
virtues fostered ; it has never yet obeyed the unchecked prompt- 
ings of its nature, it has never known the curse of prosperity. But 
the nineteenth century has exhibited an anomaly to the world, de- 
mocracy triumphant. A new continent has been thrown open, vast 
in territory, exhaustless in its Resources, free from the ancient estab- 
lishments, the deep rooted customs and prejudices of the Eastern 
world ! Its free soil acknowledges no feudal lord, is ignorant of all 
servile tenures. Its hospitable bosom is open alike to the king and 
the slave. Hither the principles of democracy have been trans- 
planted. It has breathed its own spirit into government, society, 
laws and religion. Its active energies, its resistless enterprise, are 
fettered by no moral restraints, no natural obstacles. It ranges from 
sea to sea, from pole to pole. The dangers and the destiny of 
American democracy ! Such are the topics, such the theatre which 
the prosecution of this inquiry presents to our view. 
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FRAGMENT OF AN UNPUBLISHED TRAGEDY. 

Scene, Rhodes — the battlerneots of the City. 

Enter Grand Master. 

Grand Master^ solus. Thou land of ancient story, Palestine ! 

Hour art thou fallen. Dark o'er thy hills has swept 
The storm of Moorish vengeance, and the doom, 
For ages resting on thy destiny. 
Has wrought its stern and terrible decree, 
Purpling thy plains with Christian sacrifice. 
Oh ! that my lot had been of theirs, who fell 
Before Judea's shrines, faithful to death — 
Conquered but not enslaved ! When shall the tide 
Of Moslem conquest cease to roll its waves 
From land to land, quenching the light of truth 
And hope from Christendom. Ev'n this fair Isle, 
Above whose shores my dream had been to plant 
For aye the standard of our holy faith. 
Has caught the spoiler's eye, and his dark hosts 
Are eager for their prey. How proudly there 
The crescent flings upon the morning breeze 
Its dewy folds, radiant with day's first glories! 
As proudly too, fierce Sultan, shall the cross, 
With answering wave unfurled, send back to thee 
Our stern defiance. 

Oh ! 'tis a weary task, 
To school the heart — whose joy hath been, amid 
The rush of battling hosts, to quench its own 
Deep thirst for valor's noblest energies — 
Into such still and passive fortitude ! 

Enter De Amaral. 

De Amaral in the back ground. Ha ! yonder muses the old dotard. Now, 
Sir Knight, be cool and calm ! aye such a calm, 
As lulls the elements, before the storm 
Doih hurl its desolation. This be mine ! [coming for ward.'] 
Most noble chief, I greet thee well. Thou'rt sad, 
Methinks, this morn. Perhaps my presence here 
Is unwelcome. 

£hrand Master. Nay, brave De Amaral ! 

The first free breath of Heaven is not more sweet 
To him who leaves the couch of sickness, than 
Thy face to me. Yet there is a dull sense 
Of Death upon my spirit, weighing down 
Its eagle dream of conquest to the cold 
Reality of im relieved despair. 
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£kAmaraL *Tis bat the crloom of night, that lingers still 

Around thee, and should vanish with the mom. 
Thou art our leader, and we would not $ee 
Upon thy brow the shadowing of fear, 
Lest it should prove contagious. 

Grand Master. De Amaral, 

Thou dost not read me right. Seest thou aught 

Of fear traced on this care-worn brow 1 Thou said'st 

It well, I am your leader, and 'tis this 

That stirs these anxious thoughts. What boots the meed 

Of victory to me — the trophy won 

In glory's name — the offered loyalty 

Of bannered thousands, if upon the heart 

The weight of tenfold care doth heap its might ? 

The humble peasant at his cottage hearth, 

When evening dews descend, finds his rj^pose, 

The labors of the day o'erpast. But rank ! 

What is it 1 'tis but pre-eminence in peril — 

To ward the fold of faith assailed, and stand. 

In every danger, on the vanward tower — 

To watch, guard, counsel, lead, bear wrongs and die. 

DeAmaraX. Ha ! would I might relieve him of these cares. [Aside.] 
My sire, I have a boon to ask of thee. 
If thou dost think me brave — 

Traiid Master. If I do think thee brave ! Was that well said, 
De Amaral ? Whose sword is deadlier. 
In the fierce strife of warriors on the field. 
Than thine ? Say on, what would'st thou ? 

De Amaral. Ha ! ha ! Man looketh not upon the heart ! [Aside.] 
That thou would'st give to my defence the tower 
Of Elm^, at the southern gate, that fronts 
The Turkish camp. 

Irand Master. Yes, that or any past 

I freely yield to thee, knowing it safe. 
While life is thine. Farewell ! the morning hath 
Its duties for me, and I must not stay. 

De Amaral. Sire, farewell ! [Exit Grand Master.] 
Have I deceived thy sleepless vigilance, 
Old man ? And thou dosi trust me ! Ha ! I tell 
Thee thou dost lean upon a reed. 'Twill pierce 
Thee like a dagger point. Thou hast forgotten. 
But I, never. Time ! ruthless destroyer! 
Thou heart-mocker ! Over the struggling mind 
Thou pouresl the deluge of returnless years — 
Heaping on memory clouds without flame. 
Or voice, cold, deep and dark, like a dim shroud 
Around the spirit's sepulchre. Yet thou 
Hast chronicles of darker import, tyrant \ 
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Which eren thy power from the fierce blazonry 
Of passion cannot blot. Oh ! there are things 
Recorded here on the heart's registry, 
That tell of pride insulted — love spurned — 
The high soarings of wild ambition crushed — 
And all, that h;is a power lo slir the hell 
Of hate within the heart's deep chambers, speak 
To urge me forward to revenge. They come 
To me in sleep, with the awe breathing voice 
Of midnight visions — they are first lo greet 
Me when 1 wake, they linger last at eve — 
Mid danger, hopelessness, fear, breathing one, 
One deep, remorseless passion, born of hate 
' And agony, revenge! Revenge for all ! 

And the response shall come ! [Curtain falls.] 



POLYMIGIA— No. II. 

2d. SVBNINO CONTINUSD. 

"Erras, erras; nam cxsnltantem te, et prsefidentem tibi, 
Repriment validae crUicorum habena;." 

I. 

After reading my -piece I looked towards Jumble, expecting to 
receive his ready approval. No wonder then that 1 was startled on 
seeing his phiz suddenly elongated to the measure of eighteen inch- 
es by three on " Ward's improved premium scale ;*' and positively 
shocked, when it was as soon contracted to three by eighteen on the 
same rule, while he fairly shook the room with laughter. — " Zounds !" 
said I, *^ who would have thought that such sublime conceptions" — 
another hysterical burst, and I seized my hat convulsively, fully de- 
termined on *' Bedlam and a straight jacket," for my friend, when 
I was again surprised to see him become perfectly calm. 

" Did you never hear," said he, " that there is but a step from the 
sublime to the ridiculous ?" 

'' Yes, a thousand times ; but what can you mean ?" (somewhat 
doubting his sanity.) 

" Nothing ; only Napoleon took that step." 

" Ha ! Jumble were you then laughing at me ?" 

There was no mirror opposite, but I suppose my eyes flashed 
lightning, for in an instant he was palsied. A solemn pause ensued, 
(during which I contrasted the late storm at sea with the tempest 
raging in my bosom,) when at length Josephus, in a tone which sub- 
dued me, apologized by saying '^ that he merely wished to try my 
temper." 
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"Well then," I answered, '^ as this is your first offence, I will only 
inflict a moderate lecture upon you. Remember that he who amu- 
ses himself at the expense of others, will find few friends, for though 
his sarcasms may be applauded, yet himself will be shunned ;— each 
will dread his sling. Nor should he indulge this propensity even 
among his intimates, lest he sometimes inflict an unintentional yet 
remediless wound. 

" Just so ;" (exclaimed he with intolerable gravity,) " but I wish- 
ed to show you what you must expect when your piece is published, 
especially as it will be anonymous. My remarks here (producing 
his paper) bear somewhat upon that subject. They were written 
after I left you last night, for your confounded proposal, and my 
silly compliance, ran in my head so, that to sleep was impossible. 
Accordingly up I got, lighted my candle, and here is the result. 
Will you hear it ?" 

" Yes, presently; but faith, I'll tell the reader who I am, if I can 
thus avoid his lynx-eyed scrutiny." 

" Well then, reader, I hear you ask, who is this Iphigenus ?" 

" Who am I ? faith who should I be ?" 

" Yes ; but soberly, who are you ?" 

" Who am I ? — Why I'm — but who the plague are you ?" 

" Now Jumble, * go ahead.' " 

II. 

*' And tire the hearer with a book of words." 

A CHAPTER ON WRrTERS, ET CETERA. 

I have somewhere heard of an old gentleman, who published a 
book without a single stop in it, from beginning to end, and, at the 
conclusion, inserted three or four pages filled with colons, semi-co- 
lons, &c. telling his readers to " select for themselves." — I have 
often thought what a good thing it would be if we could make ideas 
negotiable in the same way, and so write a chapter and place at the 
end a list of ideas which would be applicable to it. What an incal- 
culable benefit it would be to magazine writers ! I have no doubt 
there are many students who respond to the same thought. Could 
they only make the reader imagine what they would say, we should 
often have a Percival in poetry, and an Irving in prose. 

As it is, at present, what a wonderful, laughable spectacle does 
the literary world present. College itself with its four hundred stu- 
dents may be considered as a little world, and as such, comprising 
writers of all kinds and sorts ; with this difference between them and 
the world at large, that they are always ardent and undespairing in 
their pursuits. 

Out of these classes, we may select first, the dealer in sentimenty 
who composes a stanza to Miss Somebody, which he sends to her, 
written on the finest embossed paper, folded in true love style, with 
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a "Cupid and dart" seal, and all that sort of things. The girls pre- 
tend to ridicule these sort of productions ; but I never saw a young 
lady yet, who did not like to receive thera, mightily. How her 
heart flutters, as she carefully cuts round the seal and catches a 
glimpse of the words, " Dear girl of my heart," " Star of my destiny," 
or some such expressive appellation. The more nonsense the bet- 
ter, especially if she be a very fashionable Miss ; for, it is a common 
remark at the present day, that if you talk other than nonsense to a 
truly fashionable lady, you insult her. It is not however, confined 
merely to the present day. Queen Elizabeth, with all her apparent 
indifference to the other sex, was fond of attentions fully as ridicu- 
lous. Well might her favorite poet exclaim, 

" Oh most delicate fiend ! 
Who is't can read a woman." 

So much for love sonnets. — But there are other ways of express- 
ing sentiment. I have observed that most poets make their first 
assays in an address to " the evening star," or some one of the ce- 
lestial bodies. This is very natural, since there is something pecu- 
liarly lofty in these aspirations. Besides, tliere is something so sub- 
lime, so calm, (my chum is now snoring,) so poetical in the midnight 
hours. This, at least, is my opinion ; for I am much given to these 
lucubrations, at times. 

Then we have a class of story tellers. These will sit down and 
mark off a certain number of characters, among which shall be a god- 
like hero, and a describahJe heroine. They will then work up a 
plan comprising a plot, and love scenes in abundance, and after car- 
rying the hero through a variety of hair-breadth escapes, conclude 
with marriage, peace, plenty, happiness and so on. In all this kind 
of business, what a valuable article love is ! How without it should 
we be favored with so many of those valuable iwo-volumed affairs 
yclept nov — (beg pardon !) improvers of the imagination, — If our 
College writers would " spur up," how would all these publications 
sink in public estimation. Then we should have no more of the 
sketches in which the preface is longer than the piece, which are 
headed with " backwardness to write," " first attempt," " solicitation 
of friends," and concluded with "better luck next time." Indeed, 
I have sometimes been prompted to come forward with a story ; — 
but — zounds ! Pm greatly fond of digression. I was only going to 
say, Mr. Reader, that " the pressure of other duties" prevents. — 
But to return to my subject. Last, not least, we have philosophers 
and metaphysicians, a grave, reflecting race of mortals. These per- 
sons are very little, if at all influenced by any of the delicate pas- 
sions we have alluded to. If you expatiate upon the wonders of 
nature, or the beauty of the stars, before one of these, he will stop 
you short with the enquiry as to what causes the one, and what kind 
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of beings inhabit the other. From this class come most of our crit- 
ics and satirical writers. Philosophy is the mother of invention, it 
is said ; and it would not be much amiss, methinks, if we were to 
say that invention is sometimes the mother of philosophy, judging 
from the kind of philosophy made use of in some of our modem pro- 
ductions. Such for example, as a soliloquy upon man and his frail- 
ty, in the beginning of a fashionable novel ; or such a piece of philo- 
sophy as is to be found in many of the critical reviews. The more 
abstruse and difficult of comprehension the better. — We have not, 
however, very many such philosophers in College, " though I say 
it myself^ being a member," at least not more than elsewhere. No 
more about philosophy, for, like a child, 1 have already meddled 
with edged tools. Talking upon critics, a word about them, and 
the readers of magazines in general. — There is one class of readers, 
who take up a magazine, glance at its contents with a sleepy indif- 
ference, and think no more of it, until asked their opinion with re- 
spect to its contents, when they give some good natured careless 
reply. These are the kind of readers whom all writers suit, and 
these are the kind which I hope will peruse my " impressions,^^ 
" ide€ts" ^^ pencil sketches,^^ " speculations,^^ or whatever you please 
to call them. Another class, who sometimes make efforts themselves 
in the writing line, are particularly careful to find fault with all who 
indulge in the same kind of scribbling. This class of critics is bad 
enough in all conscience ; but, ye powers preserve us from those 
who imagine that they are, and are in fact, 

" Nothing, if not critical." 

There are too many such beings to be found every where.—- 1 
mean not those who devote themselves to the writing of reviews, 
but those who think that there is no wit or depth in a review, un- 
less the author in their power is completely ''used up." Such ' 
however are useful especially as a curb to young writers. Woe to 
that unfortunate man, who having been carried away by excess of 
sentiment or by enthusiasm, comes into their clutches ! 

And now, dear reader, if you ask in which class of the geniuses 
alluded to, I rank myself, 1 can only tell you to *' find out," for 
opinions differ. Do you ask what is the drift in all this farrago of 
'' first remarks," I have only to tell you that you do not understand 
writers. Here is a piece of doggerel pn the subject. 

Writers the same beings are all the world o'er ; 

No matter how bad they've succeeded, 
They always conclade to try and write more, 

" For such writing is very much needed." 

> Perhaps a new work they will send to the press, 
Hurried on to an abrupt-conclusion, 
And then, in a preface, their fears they'll express, 
" Lest on your patience it be an intrusion." 
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Perhaps they, at first, thought it not of the kind 

To be suited exactly to yon ; 
But to the conclusion at length brought their mind, 

" For the present perchance it will do." 

They promise hereader to give something better — 

Their diligence ne'er to remit, 
And to make it perfection e'en to the letter, 

" Should other 'vocations permit." 

So newspaper editors in their first number state, 
That its merits they mean to enhance — 

That the matter within it shall all be first rate, 
"If subscribers will pay in advance." 

So magazine writers will try to improve. 
When next they shall publish apiece, 

And every objection will quickly remove, 
" If from critiques you only will cease." 



THE ROSE. 

The snows of winter had disappeared from the earth — the ver- 
dant grass had every where overspread the fields — the flowers of 
the garden daily offered up their grateful incense to the skies^ and 
the trees had again assumed their leafy covering, whilst Nature smi- 
led with joy, beholding the enthusiasm of her admirers, and the 
homage offered at her altars. Spring, redolent with odors, had now 
o'er heaven and earth established her mild reign — whilst the birds 
greeted her with songs, and her path was strewed with sweet-smell- 
ing flowers. 

One mom, as the sun arose, and with his beams converted every 
dew-drop into a sparkling gem, a vine of Morning-glory beheld 
a Rose-bud just bursting into life ; lovelier than any flower of the 
garden it was ; and, as the dew in its bosom sparkled with beauty, 
the graceful vine the more admired and more deeply loved, and rais- 
ing its youthful head, thus addressed the glowing beauty — '^ How, 
O glorious being, shall 7 dare aspire to thee ; how can i, whose 
sole recommendation is honor, dare e'en to gaze upon thee : but, do 
thou pardon me, and know that love pure as Heaven itself consumes 
my heart ; daily have I watched thy growth and expanding loveli- 
ness — ever have I loved thee ; but, now that the bud is so fast be- 
coming a flower, I entreat that thou wilt permit me to wind around 
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thy stem, and clasp thee in my tender embrace. Ever will I be 
constant — ever shall 1 adore thee, as something too pure for earth. 
I will cling around thee, and nought but death shall s^er us ; — 
when the summer rains descend, and threaten to overwhelm, I will 
cover thee — and when the mid-day sun shall scorch, I will over- 
shadow thee ; when the parched earth shall withhold its sustenance, 
/will bleed, and. thou shalt live.*' Deeply blushed the modest Rose, 
and smiled approval — and visions of happiness floated before the 
vine ; but alas, that 
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•NothiDg fond or bright is seen, 



Bat it bath pain and peril near" — 

for lo ! wafted on a gentle zephyr's breath, a butterfly attired in 
gaudy dress, beholds the beauty of the Rose, and becomes enamored 
of her loveliness ; instantly his pinions are checked in their flight, 
and descending, he whispers into the unsuspecting ear of the flow- 
er, the sweet poison of flattery. Alas ! for the too credulous Rose ; 
vanity takes possession of her heart, and captivated by external ap- 
pearances, she rejects the noble qualities of the soul, listens to the 
tale of the butterfly, and in an evil hour yields to his arts — the 
thunder of heaven muttered, and earth sighed for her fate. Now, 
ye who read, mark and learn — the destroyer had no sooner robbed 
the poor flower of her sweets, and despoiled her of her beauty, than 
borne aloft, he deserts the Rose and departs never to return, whilst 
another and another soon become his victims. The Rose, faded and 
withered, becomes the ridicule of those around, who once envied, but 
now triumph over her. And now behold the fidelity of true love — 
the deserted Morning glory, whose sensitive heart had been sear- 
ed and broken by the cruelty of the being he still loved — now, whilst 
others scorn, twines around the stem of " the deceived," envelops 
her with his tendrils, and whispers consolation to the unhappy one, 
and declares his love still unchanged and unchanging, though life is 
fast ebbing in his veins. Gently the dying Rose raised her drooping 
bead, and conscious of being still beloved by the only one she had 
ever truly loved, bows her head, and dies in happiness. A few 
moments had passed away, when the Angel who watches over the 
flowers, found them both withered, but clasped in a fond and close 
embrace. Let each heart learn the moral. 

H. H. B. 

Yale College, 21st November, 1836. 
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THE STORM. 

Habt thou, from some tallsammit, lightning-riveD, 

E'er seen the thunder-spirit rushing on, 
Begirt with all the artillery of heaven, 

The mighty herald of th' Eternal One ? 
When clouds on clouds, in wild confusion driven 

By the fierce wind that has the mastery won. 
Rush to the zenith, mount o'er mountain rolled, 
Writhing as though embraced in some vast serpent's fold. 

Oh, 'tis a glorious and terrific sight. 

The preparation of aerial war; 
When the deep thunder muttVing in its might. 

Is gathering all its forces from afar. 
While on the forehead of the storm the light 

Of the red lightning, like a baleful star, 
Shoots with a lurid glare, and o'er its path 
The whirlwind pours along the blackness of its wrath. 

It comes, it comes, the tempest's burning wheels 
Rush from the sky and shake the solid ground. 

The earth affrighted to her center yields. 
There is do room for echo, for the sound 

Is all impulsive, and the welkin feels 
A motion earthward from its farthest bound, 

Above, below, around — and all the air 

Swells into voice ; there's not a breath to spare. 

But hark ! a noise amid the dying thunder, 

Low and distinct — it is an ocean's roar, 
That bends the firmament its vast weight under; 

Now downward to the earth 'tis settling lower. 
And now the gates of heaven have burst asunder. 

And congregated waters through them pour; 
Down on the cowering hills the torrents sweep, 
Loud as Niagara in her mountain leap. 

He speaks in all, who erst on Sinai's hill, 
'Mid clouds and darkness and devouring flame, 

Bowed down the heavens, proclaimed his holy will. 
And bade the nations tremble at his name. 

In wrath, in glory, and in justice, still 
The Lord Jehovah ever is the same. 

Man is the same^he still his God reviles. 

Though fVom the arch of promise sufifering Mercy smiles. 



55 



MISS TABITHA TUNK. 

(A LXAF FBOM MZMOST.) 

* For couteinplation be and valor formed, 
For sofioess she aod sweet attractive grace.' — 

Miss Tabilha Tunk — Star of ray boyhood — Hope of my youth 
— Magnet of maturer years ! I shall never forget thee, if I live to 
be as old as Methuselah. 

Miss Tabitha Tunk was the mistress of the village school, where 
I had the honor of studying the ^ prima elementia.^ I see her now 
in memory with her tall and not inelegant figure, her smooth and 
lilied physiognomy, light hair, and two little curls twisted into a cir- 
cular knot somewhat like an old fashioned tin whistle, with a pin 
stuck through them and which she always fastened over either eye, 
her ruff of snowy lawn pinned nicely about her neck, her cuSk of 
the same commodity, dimity petticoat, and large scissors hanging at 
her girdle by an imitation silver chain — Ah ! I can see her now as 
plainly as when she used to come into the school-house, of a sum- 
mer's morning some ten or twelve years since, and begin the duties 
of the day by reading a chapter in the Bible, and thrashing some 
little urchin for yesterday's delinquencies. 

Miss Tabitha Tunk (or rather Mrs. Tabitha Tunk as we some- 
times called her, from the fact that she was fast approximating to- 
wards that unfortunate period of life, when an unmarried woman is 
so sure to see a falling off in the attentions of the opposite sex) — 
Miss Tabitha Tunk, I say, used to begin the duties of the day by 
reading the Bible, and thrashing some little prototype of future 
wickedness. Whether it was because she was fond of holding 
sweet converse with the goodly precepts of Solomon and practicing 
thereupon, or whether she had discovered by intuition (a woman's 
peculiar forte) that the best method of bringing up boys is by nev- 
er sparing the rod, I can't say — but it is very certain, without in- 
quiring into her reasons, that she deem'd the birch of vital impor- 
tance ; for she gave us all the most touching proofs of the same, 
and enforced it with an inculcation which could not well pass from 
the mind — or rather from the body. Her sharp, queer voice, like 
the ringing of a cracked silver pitcher — * Bill ! you goose' — slap ! 
slap ! — * Belly ! you hussey' — whack ! whack ! — * Jonas ! you fel- 
low' — thwack ! thwack ! — Ah ! I can hear them even now as the 
melodies of yesterday, and I can't help winking for the life of me, 
from apprehension of personal uncomfort. — So much for the law of 
association. 
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Yet let it not be supposed that Miss Tabitha Tunk was destitute 
of all the finer qualities of man's— or rather woman's nature. Let 
it not be imagined she was destitute of feeling, a stranger to taste^ 
wanting in true feminine delicacy. Nay, nay — you will err greatly 
if you think thus. For after all she was a real woman — ^yea, a 
woman of taste, and possessing many, very many of those high and 
attractive virtues, which are so pre-eminently estimable in the fe- 
male character. She was a woman of mind, and ranked high with 
those who knew her well. She was warm in her feelings, generous 
in her disposition, and very susceptible — as I shall shortly show. 

It might be amusing here and perhaps not unprofitable, to pause 
awhile upon the singularity of a character like this, (and there are 
many such,) and inquire how one individual can possess as it were, 
two distinct natures. Miss Tabitha Tunk was thought by most of 
her associates, to be colder in her feelings than one of the Polar ice- 
bergs. She was deemed unamiable, harsh, inquisitive, and withal 
discontented in her situation. And in truth she was so to appear- 
ance, and deserved the character among the villagers. Yet this 
was observed and commented upon — when her mother died, it near- 
ly broke her heart. It was observed, too, that when she lost a lit- 
tle girl from her school, she was necessitated to relinquish the du- 
ties of her station for some days, merely from excess of grief. And 
it was known too, that she was kind to the poor, and lived a life of 
the most irreproachable purity. Now I am persuaded, that a man 
may have two distinct characters. A sort of callousness grows over 
the heart, which renders it insensible to common influences, and the 
usual duties of life are performed as mechanical — the results of an- 
terior and early formed habits, without the least participation of the 
feelings; and as feeling only gives attraction to our conduct, when 
feeling is shut off, the habits necessarily become disagreeable and 
repugnant to society. To make a comparison (a new one, kind 
reader, though perhaps a little singular) — there are persons whose 
feelings are like a pan of milk in dog-days well creamed over, 
which you may disturb by a ladle inserted cautiously beneath, and 
the body of the liquid may be dancing around like a Norwegian 
roaelstroom, while the surface only trembles and remains unbroken. 

You are to understand then, kind reader, that Miss Tabitha Tunk 
was in reality, her reputation to the contrary notwithstanding, pos- 
sessed of deep and powerful feelings which striking circumstances 
only could bring up to the light. Now I would mention another 
peculiarity of such a character — which in fact applies to the whole 
human family. The human heart must love something. It cannot 
live shut out from the common sympathies of its nature. It will 
wither like a plant deprived of moisture, without them. It may be 
compared to a mountain lake, whose waters to be kept pure must be 
constantly receiving tribute from fresh gushing springs in some parts, 
and in others pouring off the surplus increase. The waters are 
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kept healthy by the process. Miss Tabitha Tunk's heart was a 
perfect exemplification of the comparisoD, for it hegan to be vague- 
ly whispered through the school, that none other than your humble 
servant, kind reader, was growing rapidly into fevor. Whether self- 
interest prompted afiection towards so unworthy an object as my- 
self, or whether ' the little god' had shot an arrow from my gray 
eyes and stiff carroty hair, I can't say — at least, I knew not at the 
time ; but this is certain — she most evidently had taken a fancy in 
an oblique direction, and I became an item in the compound of her 
felicities. I would remark here, that I was between the ages of tea 
and twelve and had already had two or three little mistresses, and 
as I was up to any thing, I determined to humor her, and therefore 
returned her passion with all the fervor of my disposition. Well, I 
was in high favor. She would never strike me a blow. Through 
my interposition, many a little playmate was saved from the casti- 
gation he merited. She would suffer me when alone, to use the 
most endearing terms of which the English language is capable ; 
and sometimes allow me to touch her lips — which thing I perform- 
ed with the grace of a Chesterfield, or the skill of a Brommel. So 
passed the summer of my fourth passion ; and I can confidendy affirm 
that I loved Miss Tabitha Tunk with pretty considerable earnestness. 

It chanced on one of those dull soggy days of late summer, that 
Miss Tabitha Tunk came into the school-room pale as death. 
There was a want of her usual staid demeanor, in moving to her seat. 
We remarked the absence of the usually nice arrangement of her 
habiliments. Her eyes also were red as if she had wept the whole 
night ; and it struck the whole school as something marvelous and 
inexplicable. We noticed also that she yawned when she read a 
chapter in the Bible, and sighed twice as she slapped little Nick 
Tougbbreeches. The day passed off however, without any thing's 
transpiring which tended to solve the enigma, and at evening unper- 
ceived I entered the private apartment of my charmer. Her back 
was turned partially towards me, and her face was so averted that I 
caught not her features, yet I saw she was weeping from the evi- 
dent undulations of her bosom — and she sobbed audibly. An open 
letter was lying on the desk before her, and as I cautiously advan- 
ced, to my astonishment I observed in her hand, the miniatute coun- . 
terfeit of one of the noblest looking fellows in the world. He was 
dressed as a naval officer, and the high forehead, large lustrous eyes, 
and finely curved lips, unraveled the thing at once. 

I laid my hand upon her shoulder — she started. * Laurence !' 
said she, and holding towards me the miniature she burst into a fresh 
flood of tears. I took her hand in mine, and bending down kissed 
her lips with the air of one who felt be had perfect liberty to do so 
— which she did not restrain. She then raised her eyes, and with 
the most wo-begone countenance I ever saw. I never was so touch- 
ed. I dropped upon my knees. 

voi». II. 8 
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* O ! Tabitha Tunk,' said I, * dear Tabitha Tunk'— while the 
tears began to stream from my own eyes like a moderately big cata- 
ract, 'Tell your Laurence what has happened. — By the Lord ! if any 
one has looked at you amiss, said a word or scorned you, I'll — I'll — ' 

She put forth her hand, and parting the hair which lay in masses 
on my forehead, stooped down and kissed me — like a mother, while 
she replied — 

'Laurence, dear Laurence, you have judgment beyond your 

fears ; and I will reveal to you and ask your counsel upon a subject 
would scorn to tell to the oldest head in the village.' She held 
up the picture. ' Do you see this miniature ?' My first thoughts 
made me as jealous as Satan — Egad ! I had a mind to challenge 
bira — but it happening to pop into my head that I didn't know who 
him was, I bridled my rage. She went on — ' More than ten years 
since I was affianced to its original. I was then young, animated, 
and, you may have heard it said, handsome. He was a midshipman 
in the navy, and, as I was finishing my education in New Haven, I 
there saw him and gave him my heart. A few bright, happy weeks 
flew over me there — so happy that they will ever be bright spots 
for fancy to dwell on, even in the darkest hours. And they were 
few — for we parted soon, and I have never seen him since that pe- 
riod. Misfortune has reduced me to my present situation as you 
well know — (I forgot to relate the early history of Miss Tabitha 
Tunk, and to say that she was the daughter of a rich and talented 
country gentleman, who was ruined by a villain and died broken 
hearted, quid est broken fortuned) — and he, having lost my address, 
finally concluded me dead or faithless to him. A month since he 
returned to this country, and hearing that I was still living and un- 
married and necessitated to teach school in an obscure country vil- 
lage, he came post haste to seek me, and arrived here it seems yes- 
terday morning. Last evening I received that— cruel — Read it, 
Laurence, read it, you shall know all.' I read the following — 

To Miss Tabitha Tunk — 

Madam, — With a heart you might have still claimed, after an ab- 
sence of ten years I was hastening to throw myself at your feet. But 
what was my astonishment, when on entering this village I learned 
you were attached to another, and myself of course forgotten. I 
could not depart without letting you know I have been so near you — 
nor do I write this to reproach you — but to tell you I still wish and 
pray for your happiness, though I am not allowed to share it. I 
shall leave town immediately. 

Farewell for ever, 

Enoch Sheepshead. 

I read the letter twice that there should be no possible mistake, 
then foldbg it slowly, 1 seized my hat and darted fix)m the roooi. 
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I flew to the village inn, and to my inexpressible joy, learned be 
was still tbere — then making the request, I was instantly admitted to 
his presence. If I was struck with the ' counterfeit presentment' of 
the man, I was still more so with the figure before me. A tall 
sinewy looking frame of six feet, and a high commanding counte- 
nance, told me I was in the presence of no vulgar fellow. Hard- 
ships were visible upon him — ^the sun had tanned almost brown the 
handsome features — and a scar over the left eye gave him a more 
striking face, without detracting from its original beauty. 

I bowed respectfully — he stepped forward, and politely taking my 
band, said — 

* Well, my pretty master, what business with me ?' 

I started back, and seizing one of two rapiers which lay on the 
table, put myself in attitude, and called upon him to defend himself. 

* Hoity toity, my little man,' replied he coolly, * why you would'nt 
fight me !' 

* Draw ! you villain,' said I, * draw ! and receive three thrusts 
through the bowels— or promise to sign a paper I'll give you.' 

* Whew — whew * — whistled he. 

* Promise, or I'll make a riddle of you in a moment' — 

He hesitated — ' Promise !' reiterated I, stamping fiercely — ^ prom- 
ise, or say your prayers and prepare to go up immediately — I'll 
give you just five minutes.' 

I suppose he thought me crazy, or in fun — he replied — ' I prom- 
ise, show me the paper.' 

I' instantly drew up a contract of marriage, between Mr. Enoch 
Sheepshead, sea officer, and Miss Tabitha Tunk, school-mistress et 
cetera et cetera. 1 presented him the paper. He read it through. 

* Do you know this lady ?' said he — 

* Aye ! sir, sign the contract, or prepare to go the way of your 
ancestors.' 

He signed it. 

* Now, sir, sea officer,' said I, — * let me tell you that Miss Tabi- 
tha Tunk is a most virtuous lady — that she has loved you for ten 
years and is weeping for you now — that her uncle died this morning, 
and left her mistress of twenty thousand pounds — aye, twenty thou- 
sand pounds, you dog, think of that !' 

A smile of pleasure passed over his countenance, like a sun beam 
over the dark edges of an angry summer cloud. ^ I heard she loved 
another — pray, who was the gentleman ? — ' 

' I, sir, am be !' said I — stretching out my hand with a burst of 
laughter, I could no longer repress. He grasped it, and shook me 
heartily — 

* You have saved me ' — was all he could mutter. 

One week from that period they were wedded — and on the ensu- 
ing morning it was very currently reported through the village, that 
DO young gentleman kiss'd the bride so often, as Master L — C— '. 
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STANZAS. 

'Ti8 sweet, when heaven the orient sun receives, 
To view 'neath shady walks and vine-clad bowers, 
The dew-drops glistening on the pendent leaves, 

And folded flowers. 

'Tis sweet to watch, 'mid nature's mild repose. 
The fading glory of autumnal skies ; 
So sinks the virtuous soul at life's calm close, 

Anew to rise. 

>Tis sweet, at midnight, in the keeling bark, 
To roam the restless ocean's billowy waste ; 
When shrink the wailing winds to caverns dark, 

And sigh for rest. 

'Tis sweet to stand upon the brink alone, 
Where the wild cataract sends its mist abroad ; 
There's in the thunder of that torrent's tone, 

The voice of God. 

'Tis sweet the dying music's strain to feel 

Breathe its low murmur through the saddened heart. 

When e'en affection tries in vain to heal, 

Its inward smart. 

'Tis sweet, when woes the troubled bosom sink. 
When a cold world provokes the latent sigh. 
When friends are faithless — then 'tis sweet to think 

That man must die. 
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ECLIPSES. 
Defectus Solis varios, Lunseque labores." 



VirgU. 



It 18 DOt the design of the present article to enter into the theory 
of eclipses, or to discuss those scienti6c principles which belong more 
appropriately to the astronomical text-book and the professed instruc- 
.tor. We are aware that geometrical diagrams and algebraical formu- 
lae would be out of place in the pages of a literary magazine. A few 
observations, however, on the history of eclipses,. connected with the 
results, in a particular case, of those labonous computations which 
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are necessary to predict these phenomena, it is hoped may not prove 
uninteresting to at least a portion of our readers, while those who 
have no taste for speculations of this nature, will have the kindness 
to pass on to the succeeding article. 

It is by no means surprising, that men ignorant of philosophy, and 
accustomed to look upon the great lights of the firmament only as 
the instruments of human happiness, should witness the extinction 
of their beams with feelings of wonder and apprehension. Curiosity 
would naturally be aroused, and the interest thus excited would, of 
necessity, be greatly enhanced, wherever man's natural proneness to 
confound cause with effect might have led him to lavish upon the 
celestial luminaries that meed of adoration which is due to none but 
the Creator. Accordingly, we find among the earliest records of 
profane history, some notice of astronomical observations. And these 
observations (at least, those transmitted to our times) were confined, 
almost exclusively, to eclipses. The stars, it is true, were early the 
objects of attentive study ; and the antiquity of the constellations is 
sufficiently manifest from the names and figures by which they are 
known. Yet this is by no means a matter of history. Its record is 
found only in the firmament itself. Those events which men are 
the most careful to note, are such as, on account of their extraordi- 
nary character, have appealed most strongly to their natural curiosity 
or their superstitious fears. Consequently eclipses, the most promi* 
nent of celestial phenomena, have generally constituted the first 
chapter in the scientific history of the world. Some nations, indeed, 
have claimed for their arts and sciences an antiquity entirely at vari- 
ance with all our ideas of historical truth. The pretensions of the 
Egyptians, Chinese and Indians are too extravagant to merit belief. 
That these nations were among the first to mark the revolutions of 
the heavenly bodies, is undoubtedly true. But when we are told 
that the Egyptians had recorded a series of observed eclipses extend- 
ing through a period of forty eight thousand eight hundred and fifty 
three years, that the Chinese had not only observed, but even cal- 
culated and prefigured beforehand these phenomena, during a period 
of three thousand eight hundred and fifty eight years, and that the 
Indians, three thousand one hundred and two years before the Chris- 
tian era, had arranged tables and precepts almost as accurate as those 
which have been produced by the refinements of modem science, we 
are compelled to conclude that Time has exerted his distorting influ- 
ence upon the veracity of scientific, as well as upon that of political 
history, and that the mists of fable, which hang around the origin of 
almost every nation, have been equally effectual in obscuring the 
early history of philosophy. 

Within the first of these periods, the Egyptians are said to have 
observed three hundred and seventy three eclipses of the sun, and 
eight hundred and thirty two of the moon — ^numbers which nearly 
repieaent the proportion of solar and lunar eclipses visible at any 
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one place. It is computed that, on an average, of two hundred and 
thirty eight solar eclipses in a century, forty three are visible at a 
particular place ; and of one hundred and fifty two lunar, that sev- 
enty six are visible. Making suitable deductions for those not seen 
by reason of clouds, the average number of eclipses actually observ- 
able at any one place, during a century, will probably be not far from 
thirty for the sun, and perhaps sixty or sixty five for the moon ; so 
that had the Egyptians kept an accurate record of their visible eclip- 
ses only, the numbers which they mention might all have been ob- 
served within the comparatively short period of twelve or thirteen 
centuries. 

The earliest eclipse on record is one said to have been observed 
in China, about the year 2159 B. C. Another, however, is not 
mentioned till 776 B. C. and the earliest of which the account is 
sufficiently authentic to admit of its being recomputed by modern 
astronomers, happened 722 B. C. From that time down to 400 
B. C. the Chinese recorded thirty six eclipses, of which thirty one 
have been verified by modem calculations. 

That the Chinese, at a very early period, had made considerable 
advances in the study of astronomy, is beyond dispute. Their em- 
perors appear to have held out to science the most munificent en- 
couragement. The Mathematical Tribunal, an institution resem- 
bling somewhat the scientific associations of modem Europe, was 
established by them for the purpose of promoting the knowledge of 
astronomy, and securing the regular prediction of eclipses. Its or- 
li^anization, however, was on principles purely despotic. A law of 
the empire directed, that '' whether the instant of the occurrence of 
any celestial phenomenon was erroneously assigned, or the phenome- 
non itself not foreseen and predicted, either negligence should be 
punished with death !" The situation of an astronomer under such 
regulations, and while science itself was so little advanced, must 
have been, of course, by no means enviable. Accordingly, it is re- 
lated, that on the occurrence of an eclipse which had not been pre- 
dicted, the two chief mathematicians of the empire were condemned 
to suffer capital punishment for their want of sagacity. The sever- 
ity of this edict probably suggested the expedient adopted by sub- 
sequent astronomers for evading the penalty. Two eclipses having 
been formally announced to the empire, both of which were looked 
for in vain, their predictor had the address to secure his own safety, 
by turning the failure into a compliment to his sovereign, asserting 
that his calculations were perfectly correct, but that the heavenly 
bodies bad deviated from their ordinary courses, out of respect for 
the virtues of the emperor. 

These circumstances are sufficient to render it manifest that the 
Chinese were in possession of no very accurate method of predict- 
ing eclipses. The tme theory of these phenomena was probably 
beyond their reach ; and if they bad it in their power to predict 
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them at all, it was probably by means of some empyrical cycle, sim- 
ilar to the period of eighteen years employed by the Chaldeans. 
What has sometimes been asserted of the perfection of their astron- 
omy, and of their ability to determine not only the hour, but even 
the minute in which an eclipse should happen, must be regarded 
only as the testimony of ignorance, or of interest — of ignorance, io 
the native historians who credulously believed all that tradition taught 
them of the perfection of their ancestors, or of interest, in the Jes- 
uits who were anxious to secure the favor of the Emperor, and who 
eventually acquired such an influence as to have almost the sole 
management of the Mathematical Tribunal during many years* 

Even those tables from which the Brahmins of India compute 
their eclipses, and which have become so celebrated in the history 
of eastern science, are of too doubtful an antiouity to be made a 
comer stone for the scientific reputation of an unknown age. That 
China, and India, and, indeed, the whole of Asia was once inhabited 
by an highly cultivated and scientific people, of whom all traces have 
long since faded from the earth, except perhaps those few and am- 
biguous relics which have served to awaken curiosity and provoke 
speculation, is a theory too important in its bearings to be based oa 
the disputed authority of astronomical tables. If ever there was 
such an age, in which science had attained the perfection to which 
we now allude, it must, of necessity, have been antecedent to the 
deluge; and this mighty convulsion must have been the very agent 
that swept from the earth these hypothetical accumulations of knowl- 
edge. According to Josephus, the antediluvians were, many of 
them, distinguished astronomers ; and it would seem to have been 
solely for the purpose of affording facilities for extended observa- 
tions, in order that science might be benefited, that the lives of these 
early observers were prolonged by the Creator to so venerable a 
length. This inference may seem plausible ; and we can readily 
imagine that Methuselah would have had greatly the advantage over 
Newton in making deductions from long series of observed phenom- 
ena ; yet we are hardly credulous enough to believe that the ' Surya 
Siddkaniay^ the Principia of Indian astronomy, is a genuine relic 
of antediluvian science. Whatever affection men may have had for 
sines and tangents, it is highly probable that amid the terror and 
confusion of a general deluge, mathematical tables would have been 
among the last things they would have thought of preserving. More- 
over, the epoch of 3102 B. C, which is that of the Indian tables, 
and that upon whose genuineness the claims of the Indian astronomy 
must stand or fall, notwithstanding the plausible arguments whicn 
have been advanced in favor of its having been actually observed, 
is now generally believed, in consequence of additional evidence, to 
have been obtained by calculations backward from a much more 
modem era. But be this as it may, the simple circumstance that 
the Indians are in possession of tables, the principles of- which tbey 
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do not understand, but which are capable of giving, with tolerable 
accuracy, the positions of the planets and the phenomena of eclipses, 
is sufficient proof that astronomy was once cultivated in the East to 
a much greater extent than at the present day. The modem Brah- 
mins, it is expressly stated, are mere machines in the calculation of 
eclipses, having their rules in verse, which they repeat during the 
computation. 

Of the series of observations said to have been made at Babylon 
during the nineteen centuries antecedent to the time of Alexander, 
we have sufficient reason to doubt the accuracy at least, if not the 
very existence, from the fact that Ptolemy, when investigating the 
period of the moon's revolution, placed in them so little confidence 
as to neglect them entirely, and go no further back than 720 B. C. 
for the record of an eclipse sufficiently accurate for his purpose. 
The Chaldeans, however, undoubtedly became distinguished at an 
early period for their knowledge of astronomy. To them has been 
generally ascribed the discovery of that well known period of eclipses 
which bears their name. This cycle, consisting of eighteen years 
and ten or eleven days, was probably the only means possessed by 
the ancients for the prediction of eclipses. The whole art of com* 
putation was embraced in the simplest process of arithmetical addi* 
tion. There being a regular return of the same eclipse every Chal- 
dean period, we have obviously only to note the eclipses which 
happen during eighteen successive years, to be able to predict 
approximately all that will occur during several centuries. It is 
plain, however, that in this way, we can determine neither the visi- 
bility of the eclipse, nor the time of day in which it will happen. 
And this seems to have been the case with the ancient predictions ; 
hence their frequent failures. 

The first introduction into Greece of a method of foretelling 
eclipses has been generally ascribed to Thales, and that which he 
predicted is said to have been the remarkable total obscuration of 
the sun, which put an end to a battle between the Medes and Lydi- 
ans. Yet Thales neither specified the day, nor even the month of 
its appearance ; indeed, so vague is the testimony concerning it, that 
even the year itself has never yet been satisfactorily settled. His 
method of prediction was undoubtedly the Chaldean, which he might 
have borrowed from the east. That the Greeks in general, even at 
a later period than this, were unacquainted with the true theory of 
eclipses, appears from the fact that one of their philosophers was 
subjected to the most cruel persecution for showing the true reason 
of an eclipse of the moon, being accused of ^ ascribing to natural 
causes the attributes and power of the gods.' It was not till the 
age of Ptolemy that the motions of the moon began to be tolerably 
understood and tables constructed like those of modem times. From 
that age to this, as the calculations of eclipses have acquired more 
•od mace accuracy, these phenomena have been regarded, amoog 
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dfilized nations, with decreasing interest, and the terror which they 
once inspired is now known only as a matter of history. Among 
barbarous nations, however, they are still invested with all the alarnn 
iog attributes they ever possessed. That they are the precursors 
of wars, and famines, and of every calamity, is a superstition coe* 
vai with the earliest history of our race. An eclipse took place 
when the foundations of Rome were laid ; another witnessed the 
downfall of the Assyrian, and the erection of the Babylonian em- 
pire ; a third portended a famine at Rome, and the commencement 
of the Peloponnesian war ; a fourth the slaughter of the Sabines, 
and a fifth the plague at Athens. Even in later times an eclipse of 
the sun betokened the death of Constantius, another that of Lewis 
the Pious, and another still — one so remarkable that the stars were 
visible — the great schism at Rome which arose from the contentiona 
of three rival popes. 

There is a striking similarity in the notions entertained of eclipsesi 
at the present day, among all uncivilized nations. The conimoo 
Brahmins of India believe them to be caused by the intervention of 
the monster RahUy who endeavors to devour the sun and moon as 
they pass by him in their revolutions. The head and taiil of the 
monster have been allegorized as the two nodes of the moon's orbit— < 
which explains one of the many relics of barbarism to be found io 
our common almanacs. Q , the dragon's head or ascending node, 
and X3 , the dragon's tail or descending node are doubtless familiar to 
all. In an allegorical representation of an eclipse witnessed in India 
by M. de Guignes, two dragons were the principal characters ; the 
moon was heroine. The natives of the Nicobar Islands, in the bay 
of Bengal, during an eclipse, are accustomed '' to beat their gongs 
with the utmost violence, and hurl their spears into the air, to frighten 
away the demon who is devouring the celestial luminary." The 
Moors in Africa, on the occurrence of an eclipse, are said to *' run 
about distracted in companies, firing vollies of musketry at the sun 
to drive ofiT the nK>nster, or dragon, by which they suppose it is being 
devoured." A traveler mentions that on entering Debe, inThibeti 
the moon becoming eclipsed, his ears were '* greeted with the sound 
of trumpets, and the beating of drums and gongs from the temple of 
Naryan." Similar customs were witnessed in other parts of Asia. 
The like superstition prevails among the natives of America. A 
dragon, a great fish, a demon, or an enraged deity is supposed to be 
swallowing the sun and moon. Hence, as in other quarters of thef 
world, the beating of noisy instruments, and the howling of war* 
whoops and death-songs to frighten away the monster. 

There is hardly an occurrence in nature at which a savage is more 
terrified, than at an eclipse. To him it is a visible revelation of the 
anger of his gods. And the man who can tell him beforehand al 
what hour the sun and moon will be darkened, he naturally regards 
as one favored of Heaven, and worthy of superior reverence. In« 

yox*. II. 9 
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Stances are not wanting in which this superstition has been made an 
engine of interest. Knowledge here is, indeed, power. Columbus 
proved this upon the natives of the West Indies. Being in dasger 
of fiimine from their refusal to furnish him with provisions, he boldly 
threatened them with impending calamities, announcing, as a token, 
an eclipse of the moon ; which occurring as he had predicted, he ne 
longer found difficulty in compelling obedience. In like manner, it 
is related of the warrior Tecumseh, that having been preinforroed of 
the eclipse of 1806, he immediately usurped, in the name of the 
Great Spirit, the sovereignty of his tribe, asserting that on the 16tb 
of June, the will of Heaven would be manifested in his favor by a 
total darkening of the sun at noonday — thus raising himself, on the 
ignorance of his countrymen, from the rank of a subject to unlimited 
authority. 

The eclipse of 1806 is the one familiarly spoken of in New Eng- 
land as the ^ great eclipse,' being the most remarkable that had been 
seen for many years, and indeed the only total one visible in New 
England during the present century. The alarm it inspired, how- 
ever, was not confined to savages. Many are the proofs that even 
in this land of light, there were shades of ignorance and supersti- 
tion darker even than the eclipse itself. Not a few spectacled eyes 
were strained almost from their sockets, to obtain what was sup- 
posed to be a last glimpse at the expiring sun. The stars at noon- 
day, the lamp in the drawing room, the gloom upon the land- 
scape, the retiring of domestic animals, the untimely crowing of the 
cock — these were well calculated to excite alarm in the superstitious, 
and surprise in all. Though total eclipses of the sun are of rare 
occurrence, and near approximations to them proportionally ' few 
and far between,' yet of the latter class our age has been furnished 
with a series by no means common. Within a period of eight years, 
no less than four very large solar eclipses, in addition to several smaller 
ones, have been, or are to be visible in New England. The 6rst hap- 
pened in 1831, the second in '34, the third in '36, and the fourth 
will be that of September 18th, 1838 ; after which another of much 
importance will not happen till April 25th, 1846, when the sun will 
be half obscured ; and again in 1854, when there will be an annular 
eclipse in New England on the 26th of May. 

The eclipse of 1838 is the fifth return, according to the Chaldean 
period, of that which happened in England on the 25th of July, 
1748. If any one wishes to see an account of the phenomena of 
this eclipse at its various periodical returns, and of the progress of 
its central path across the earth, from the time it first entered upon 
it at the south pole about the year 1153, to the time of its entirely 
leaving it at the north pole in the year 2090, reference may be had 
to Smith's Dissertation on eclipses, published at London in 1748, 
an extract from which is contained in the eighteenth chapter of Fer- 
guson's AstroDomy. 
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fe subjoto a few remarks ou the general phenomena of the 

[838, in its passage across the earth, with the result of a calcu- 

n of its appearance, as exhibited to an observer at New Haven. 

having had access to the latest tables published in Europe, nor 

I able to obtain a copy of the Nautical Ephemeris for the year 
uestion, our calculations may not, perhaps, be found to possess, 

II respects, perfect accuracy. Yet a possible error of a few te- 
Ef is no more than that to which the most finished tables are lia- 

The very best do not agree with each other. The tables of 
unbre for the sun, and those of Burckhardt for the moon — which 
» been the principal ones employed in the computation of this 
386 — are acknowledged to be among the most accurate that have 
been constructed. And the results obtained from these, espe- 
y when repeated from the tables of Burg and Damoiseau, as in 
present instance, are believed to be as near approximations to 
truth as the nature of the case admits ; at least, as near as can be 
ny practical utility to ordinary observers, for clocks and watches 
ible of giving us the time within a few seconds of the truth are 
>edingly rare. 

; b well known that a solar eclipse can be seen only from a small 
ion even of that hemisphere to which the sun itself is, at the 
if visible. That of 1838 will be witnessed only in North Amer- 
and the northern portion of Colombia. The places to which an 
)se is total or annular, are embraced within much narrower limits. 
oe to which it is exactly central are designated by the single 
which represents the path across the earth of the center of the 
n's shadow. To all places within a few miles of this line, on 
I sides of it, the eclipse will be either total or annular, according 
le apparent diameter of the moon exceeds or falls short of that 
he sun. The line of the central eclipse, one might naturally 
Mse at first thought would be not far from rectilinear, crossing 
earth from west to east, in the direction of the moon's apparent 
ioD. In high latitudes, however, the curves given to this path 
he rotation and oblique position of the earth, are exceedingly 
ous. Of the lines described by the large eclipses which we have 
led as peculiar to the present period, the most anomalous is that 
{eptember, 1838. The center of the moon's shadow in this 
pse first strikes the earth in the Frozen Ocean, not far from the 
'ih Pok, at ten minutes past three, P. M., whence proceeding 
southerly direction, it crosses the western part of Hudson's Bay 
*ort York ; entering soon after the United States through Lake 
erior, it passes on towards the southeast over Traverse Bay in 
e Michigan, across lakes St. Clair and Erie, the northeastern 
ler of Ohio, the southwestern of Pennsylvania, the State of Ma* 
nd and Chesapeake Bay, and entering the Atlantic near the 
hem boundary of Delaware, it then takes an easterly direction 
t finally leaves the globe in latitude 34^ 10^ N. and longitude 



57° & W., at 2i minutes past five in the afternoon. The time oc- 
cupied in passing over the United States, from Lake Superior lo the 
Atlantic coast, a distance of nearly nine tiundred miles, is only thirty 
minutes, averaging, therefore, about thirty miles a minute. To those 
places over which the center of tiie shadow passes, the eclipse will 
be annular for the space of about six minutes. This will happen at 
Detroit, Mich. Cleveland, Ohio, Pittsburgh, Pa. Fredetickstown and 
Annapolis, Md. and Washington, D. C. To all places within about 
two hundred miles of a line passing through these points, the an- 
nular appearance will be more or less perfect, according to circum- 
stances. 

At New Haven, (Lat. 41° 17' 58" N. and Long. 72° 57' 46" 
W.) the appearance of tbts eclipse, at the time of Greatest Obscu- 
ratioD, will be as represented in the accompanying 6gure. 



• 



The times are coonputed to be as follows: — Tuesday, Sept. 18th, 



BegiDning of the eclipse, 3 19 59^ 

Greatest obscuration, 4 39 38 > P.M. mean time at New Haven. 

End of the eclipse, 5 50 49 ) 

Duration, 2 30 50 

Digits eclipsed on the sun's south limb, \\° "it'. 

Apparent distance of centers of the sun and moon at greatest ob- 
•curatioo, 1' 22". 

The sun will set at six minutes past six, or about fifteen minutes 
after tbe end of the eclipse. 
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PAPERS FROM THE ATTIC. 
No. II. 

POMPOSITY. 
" Licet sapere sine pom pa." — Seneca's Epistles. 

If there's any thing I hate it is a pompous man. From my very 
childhood I have felt suspicious of tbem, and I can add the testiroo- 
oy of some years' experience to the remark, that they are mostly 
knaves or fools. You will find them every where and in every con- 
dition. The plagues of Egypt were not thicker, and 1 may add, 
were not more offensive. They smell bad in the ' nose of my no* 
bjlity/ and 1 always turn from them as from contamination. 

I have often thought in my peregrinations, that I would lift my 
voice against them. I acknowledge my condition humble and my 
voice weak, yet weak as it is I have thought a word even from me 
might be of virtue. The field is a large one, and once in it a roan 
might write forever and yet leave the subject unexhausted ; for it is 
as extensive as the follies of men are numerous, and these have with* 
stood the quips and quiddits of centuries without any sensible dimi* 
Dution. 

Aye, of pompous men I have much to say, and I write upon it 
with earnestness, because I hate the quality as I do wickedness. In 
fact, it is not quite so far removed from wickedness as many suppose. 
The various little proprieties of life that it violates, the omission of 
certain inconsiderable moral duties which it presupposes, and the 
utter want of every thing like correct moral taste of which it gives 
such palpable evidence, place the possessor of it pretty near the 
landmark betwixt vice and virtue. 1 have observed that such men 
have no regard for the peaceful charities of the world. They are 
disagreeable in their manners, unfortunate in their habits, and the 
better sensibilities of the heart are either dead or perverted. The 
inconsiderable variableness of common life, the only source of that 
gentle happiness which does not tire one in the end, has for such no 
attractions. They want excitement. They want the whirls and 
activity, and bustle of life, or they cannot live. They have no con- 
ception of happiness from any thing else. We talk to them of con- 
tentment, of moderate wishes, of the calm peacefulness of domestic 
life, and we talk Hebrew at once. They seem to think that man 
was born of a tempest, that he was cradled on a thunder cloud, and 
must live in a whirlwind. The unhappy taste which has gotten pos- 
session of them will not let them go elsewhere, and at every success- 
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ive period of life it is pushing them further and further into the 
stream, at the same time it is warping more and more their powers 
of judgment, so that reproofs and expostulations are of no avail. 
Montaigne says " when a man has passed the barriers of impudence 
he is not to be curbed ;" and it is precisely so with pompous men. 
Give them the reins and they are about as incorrigible as a Barbaiy 
horse. 

Pompous men may be divided into many classes. The moat 
prominent however are your talkers. Of pompous talkers, I am 
sure of the sympathies of all modest men when I reprehend them. 
There is no one arrived at years of discretion, but can remember 
some moment of annoyance from these inveterate bores ; and like 
all other evils they seem eternally in the way. Stages and steam- 
boats, councils and colleges, wherever you turn yourself, you are 
sure to meet them ; and their swelling nothings come pouring into 
your ears with every breeze. I have sometimes gone up to such a 
man when his back was turned, and touched him with my gloved 
finger or the end of my walking stick, absolutely apprehensive that 
be might be the animal he is so often taken for. 

I beg leave to guard the reader against one impression here, and 
that an important one. I do not include under the head of pompous 
talkers, those whom we sometimes call noisy men. Men of quick 
sensibility and exuberant fancy are apt to be noisy, apt to talk much, 
loud, and long, and oftentimes to little purpose. I should be doing 
such great injustice by classing them with the bad ; for though often 
silly^ they are as often men of rare and great parts, and have their 
value. They deserve at the worst but the gentlest censure, for they 
are after all the very life of society. Who would not be pleased 
and vivified rather, even by one who had some follies, than be dull- 
ed and deadened by him who says nothing at all ? The happy rattle 
of a happy tongue is music, and he who has no ear for it lacks one 
of his rarest senses. 

Philosophers have said, that great minds are not ready minds. 
The great minds deal in principles that comprehend the minor truths, 
and when these are wanted, some time is requisite in fishing them up. 
Now this is true in a measure and supported by examples ; but I alto- 
gether enter a protest against drawing so grave a deduction from any 
such premises. For every such example I can fetch opposites, and 
I know no satisfactory reasons for asserting, that the knowledge of 
principles necessarily precludes the knowledge of facts. The mind 
acts with the rapidity of lightning, and when principles are once as- 
certained and well established, it may learn to grasp particulars with 
the readiness of intuition. Three of the greatest men of the last 
century were distinguished above all their cotemporaries for their 
powers of conversation, men whose strict logic, daring invention, 
and astonishing minds at once refute the hypothesis. These men 
were noisy men, and sometimes silly ; yet, thereby, to bold them a 
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whit less than great meD, were detraction. So much in defense of 
your sometimes noisy men. 

By pompous talkers I mean quite another thing. I mean men 
who are unnatural. Those of merry tongues just referred to, are 
bvariably simple in their thoughts and in their feelings. Tis the 
uncurbed genumeness of unaffected nature gushing up in their hearts 
like a fountain. Tis such that throw aside, as if disgusted with 
them, the artificial trammels of society and stand out as the heart 
was in the primitive and golden age of things ; and the quick response 
that tb'is ease in them finds in every body around them even while 
they censure, proves its genuineness. But pompous men are un- 
natural men. They always walk on stilts. They talk as if by die* 
tionaries. If they ever say a thing fit to be heard we are so dis- 
gusted in the hearing of it, that we cast it from us. 

This last thought should be amplified. It is a fact, that the 
smartest thing in the world can be spoiled by the saying of it. Some 
men when they are going to say a smart thing, swell up, and puff, 
and blow to give notice of it. They tell you to stand out of the 
way for a cannon ball is coming. They blow a trumpet before them 
as the Pharisees and Sadducees of old, when they did their chari- 
ties. Now if we do not find it almost always as represented by the 
Venusian satirist — 

" Parturiant monies," &c. &c. 

we find it quite as bad ; for it was like listening to a flute in a thun- 
der storm, ' the pother of the heavens' spoiling the melody. When 
a man would say a smart thing, it should slip from his tongue as water 
does from a rock. No man can define wit. Locke has not done it, 
Addison's fine papers on the subject completely fail. But we know 
what it is not. We know it don't come from the lips like smoke 
coming out of a smoke house. As true wit is good for nothing se- 
cond handed, so smart things said with a swell are absolutely value- 
less. 

On the whole, it may be said of pompous talkers, that they are a 
very useless set of individuals. It is not a small fault in them, nor 
is one of those to be slurred over by calling it a foible. It is some- 
thing more, and it shows the whole character defective. Such a man 
cannot be a man of sensibility ; for if he were he would be more 
sparing of the sensibility of others. The disposition to swell, and 
gasconade, and talk huge, and mouth strange oaths, evinces princi- 
ples entirely dissociated from modesty ; and such a man were better 
any where else than in a world, where mutual good is the proper 
object of all, and mutual exertion is the source of individual happi- 
ness. 
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"OUR MAGAZINE." 

" How pleasantly the anj^Icr with his huokand line, 
Anticipates his draught, and whiles away his time, 
Standing on the bank of the running crystal clear, 
With attendant by bis side and a basket hanging near. 

'^ And now he has a bile a smile comes on his check, 
' I have caught you at last,' I almost hear him speak ; 
He steps a little back, he snatches with his might, 
And he looks at the hook but 'lis nought but a bite." 

These lines, which are extracted from an article sent to the Magazine, we do 
not give on account uf any particular beauty of the poetry, or from any merit wbick 
our nice discrimination has enabled us to detect, either in a happy application of 
the metre, or in the originality of the subject. But, as now at the end of the stage, 
we seek a few moments of leisure, that we may extend to correspondents oar ae- 
customed favors, and indulge in a little chit-chat with our friends, the idea of the 
** anticipating fisherman's" pleasing pursuit, and its melancholy tenninalion, calli 
to mind (if we may so express it,) the precariousness uf our own situation. 

Owing to certain unforeseen circumstances, we are obliged to apologize for |mlH 
lishing this month less than the specified number of pages, which, could we have 
anticipated it in season, though not, perhaps, after the manner of the fisherman, 
might have been avoided. That it is so, we regret exceedingly. But as hitherto 
our error, if such it is, has been upon the other side, we think that no one will 
complain. 



To Correspondents. — The remarks of "G. R. C." upon extravagance. are 
quite too personal in their reference; whilst the author is frequently in dauger of 
falling into the same error which he would decry. 

The writer of " To my Bible," jnight read, perhaps, to advantage, those beaati- 
fhl lines commencing with 

" Holy bible, book divine. 

Precious treasure, thou art mine," &c. 

" E," will readily perceive how his piece is disposed of. 

Stanzas by " S," and " At Midnight," arc declined. 

R.'s piece is respectfully declined. 

The writer of the piece having for its motto " Scribimus indocii doclique pei^ 
mata passim" would do well to consult the author of the Frcdoniad, as being the 
best authority upon American epics. Some passages, however, are vciy well 
written. 
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THE LAST ENTRY IN A DIARY. 



— ^^- Did he tell me who arc the successful in life ? were they 
not' those who least often look beyond il? were they not the men 
who find their " be-all and their end-all here ?" or at best but ac- 
quiesce in a blind faith ? I might have told him who they are that 
are unsuccessful in life, as the world has it ; they who would extend 
the narrow horizon of our knowledge — they who are always forget- 
ting the actual present in the distant possible future — who relinquish 
what is, be it pleasurable or not, to think of what may be. 

But I have learned by bitter experience, that tlie height of all 
wisdom is contentment. Have I not seen that cultivated mind is 
hut half the man, whatever be the conceptions to which it is ade- 
quate ? Oh ! the vain aspirations of that mind ! — It can but beat 
against the bars of its prison. It can but flutter with dipt wing. 

If such as I am were to school men in tlie conduct of their lives, 
we should meet pity for our own disappointed hopes, or sneers for 
our conscious, yet confident weakness. Hut I, do I regret any thing 
tar myself? It is perhaps a reparation to me for other and greater 
good, that I might have done, tliat I could tell a story, which if lis- 
tened to, were profit. Small re[)aration still, — the pungent yet whole- 
some fruits of early self-knowledge, instead of the ripe harvest that 
should bless the autumn of life. 

When 1 review my life, far back as memory will carry me, do I 
see one step that I would not revoke, were it in my power ? It is a 
usual reflection, but, I am persuaded, heartfelt with few. And why 
is it so with me ? Have I crimes to confess ? have I debauched my 
morab or debased my affections ? No, not in thought. Has time 
fled with careless hours till I am his debtor for more than future in- 
dustry will pay? Not so, — these are common foibles. I plead guilty 
to none of these. I lament a wiiole existence misdirected. I la- 
ment my every power misapplied. I lament some of my best afiec- 
tions withered for want of sustenance. 

▼oi« II. 10 
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Was it my misfortune, or my fault ? I used to admire the strong- 
nerved and stout-hearted, breasting their way manfully as became 
their character, to reach those universal goals, wealth, honor, influ- 
ence ; but no muscle of mine would move for any of these. Not 
that I have never felt that they are worth a struggle, and understood 
bow they lure so many, but this was only sometimes ; in general, I 
saw no pleasure in life, but its bane was near at hand. 

What set me on this way of thinking, I have often asked myself; 
but I can only say that I grew up in it. I can trace it to an early 
feeling that was too serious for boisterous and boyish sports. Yet 
I know that I was not stupid. Many of the wonderful things, that 
busy older minds, used to arrest my attention, interest my fancy, 
and make me look with disgust on what suited my years. I well 
remember this period of my life. The rational control that inter- 
fered with these tastes and habits, was irksome — the control that I 
too much needed. Yet, it could but be so. Who should know of 
what I was dreaming ? My very existence always had to me, nay, 
alas! has to me, the vagueness of a dream. 

My passions were awakened early. Susceptibility and intelligence 
strengthened together; and when meditation came with my years, 
and a new being seemed opening upon me — strange spells ! how 
they bound me ! how aversion to control deepened ! on what high 
thoughts did I feed my mind ! The mysteries of my own nature — its 
almost bewildering revelations of tilings never before conceived of 
within me — the mysteries of higher natures — they would obtrude 
themselves. I revolved them, till they blinded my weak sight. I 
sickened at the thought of so much incomprehensible. In sooth, 
have I yet ceased to wonder ? 

Yet in these old aspirings to be something beyond my reach, I 
recognize no affectation. That books and arbitrary knowledge were 
little esteemed, I confess. But I do remember to have looked on 
external nature, not with a blind admiration. I loved true wit, and 
poetry. I found pleasure in all the wonders and beauties of art that 
are spoken of in books, and by men of travel. If pride resulted 
from what I thought superior intelligence, is it strange ? I was a man 
in feeling ; yet, forgetting the indispensable means, i was in real wis- 
dom a very boy. And thus was it that in a discontented, doubting 
spirit, with habits and a love of seclusion fastening upon me, I seized 
only on the pleasant spots of academic studies, and had recourse to 
my own imaginings and fruitless speculations to fill the void. Was 
this wise, I sometimes ask myself? Far from it. Yet I did but fol- 
low the instinct that was born within me. 

How fresh in my mind at this moment are the feelings with which 
I used to consider a contact with mankind, as one of them. The 
folly of past inertness rose up somewhat in judgment ; the flower of 
youth was indeed gone, with promise of few fruits. Yet this was, 
perhaps, matter of indifference. It was no consciousness of inability 
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that haunted roe, nor was it that I saw no field in which roy talents 
would serve me ; I saw nothing but variance among men ; 1 saw 
chat to do as the multitude, I must chain my thoughts to subjects 
the roost insignificant of any that could engage them ; and I said, 
earth has not an allurement that shall win me from the contempla* 
doQ of truth, — if there be truth in which the mind can ever rest. 

In my present apathy, I look back with astonbhment at the en« 
tbusiasro that possessed me — improvident — ignorant of what consti- 
tuted my happiness. Now, what part, I exclaimed, was I sent here 
to act ? No philosophy had consolation for me, with my sombre 
views of men and life, and worse, my ill defined hopes of what 
might lie beyond it. Yet, thrust into the world, I felt that my only 
hope was in striving to gloss over the realities of an active existence, 
with something of that imagined beauty which they have to other 
men, — wondering what strange obliquity deformed every thing I saw. 

I am well convinced that the difference in men's mental capaci- 
ties is not more radical than in the temperament resulting from the 
influence of the body on the mind, and characterizing every action 
of the intellect ; the nature of which is too subtle to be scrutinized. 
It is not something formed or superinduced. The same circum- 
stances of education and association, as far as may be, acting upon 
very similar capacities, yet want much to make the same man. Our 
physical constitution rules our lives. There is your contented mind, 
and your restless, inquisitive mind — the one calmly indifferent to the 
world and its mysteries as such, or making a wise faith a salvo for his 
ignorance ; squaring his conduct to a worldly policy — perhaps rising 
to the height of human ambition, worldly wise ; — I have observed 
such : another, seeing nothing in him or about him in which to rest 
satbfied, yet panting for a perfection of the possibility of which 
be cannot certify himself, and all efforts for which he sees in the his- 
tory of his species to have been futile. I can hardly yet resolve me, 
which of them is truly wise — true at least it is that the latter is but 
natural. 

What a record for my first score of years is this ! If I scan ever 
so closely the tablets on which they have left their indelible impres- 
sions, I find no action — no event. It all is a succession of heart- 
wearying hopes and fears. The spring-time of life blighted by cares 
self imposed ! 

And this general distrust — this almost pyrrhonism — these heart- 
sick longings — these cynic moralizings were sapping the vigor of 
my body. I had always felt that there is a spark of something not 
transient in our natures, which I must fan and feed for a future state. 
I felt, in what I thought a spirit of calm philosophy, that if life had 
nothing worth an endeavor, I might at least retire into myself, and 
aim at the happiness of true virtue, and ponder a method, derived 
firoro observation and the experience of my fellow-men. But in- 
activity and melancholy meditation were corroding my very frame. 
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What sensation is there like that that tells us of the lamp of life going 
slowly out within us ! " Oh !" I would sometimes exclaim, " Is there 
nothing truly, lastingly beautiful or satisfactory, where there is such 
apparent complacence !" There is indeed one source, which is all 
this and more. The bright, the divinely ordered world of matter, 
that I have less esteemed than the labyrinthian workings of human 
reason. The-features of external nature are healthy — always radi- 
ant with the joy which her animating soul inspires — I must see new 
scenes — 1 must seek new circumstances. 

I thought I had found a constant theme ! 

In this mind, I resolved on foreign travel to recruit my health and 
refresh my spirit. I dreamed of unusual pleasures in the strange 
sights of the old world, and can say I found something of it ; and 
though I read only a condemnation of the pride of man, in the de- 
cay of his every work, yet, in the beautiful lineaments of the per- 
vading mind so visibly impressed on nature, I found that on which I 
could meditate with delight — 1 found that to which I felt an alliance 
of something in me. 

Thus I whiled away some years abroad — years never to be for- 
gotten ! — my mind ever exercised by the new and the beautiful, till 
at last weariness began to succeed to this too, and worked the revo- 
lution in my sentiments that has left me what I am, and what 1 shall 
remain — yet that has opened my eyes only when too late. Could 
I banish that hour from my recollection, I know not if I would : 
abasing as was the lesson — still it was salutary. 

What is the loneliness of ruins, to that which greets us in pleasure- 
seeking throngs, in Boulevards and Alamedas, where even life and 
joy are vapid to the mind, that centres by habit in itself! Though 
m a few short hours, gay thousands shall pass before your eyes, you 
may never find yourself so desolate as then. 

What feelings came over me in such a scene, as I thought of 
closing my profitless wanderings ! Memory was busy among the 
days of my past life. How I started — how I now start, to see the 
little there is upon which reflection loves to dwell. To what end 
have the marvels of nature and art that I have studied, impressed 
me ? What do they teach me ? What permanent resort yield, for 
restless faculties ? Yet in my green days, I find myself as one that 
has grown old in the ways of the world. Oh ! the vain task of sev- 
ering one's self from an intercourse that we were made for ! I have 
tested every means of rational happiness but one — the happiness 
that Hes in any of the active, absorbing businesses of life. Let me 
leave these shores where I have lingered too long — I will return to 
friends and familiar places — I will dash into the current of life — I 
will contest for some one of the rewards of exertion ! 

And I am returned — I landed last spring on these busy shores — 
Nature was renewing her existence — I seemed waking to new life — 
my pulse heaved with new excitement. When lo ! the silent finger 
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was still at work within — a hollow cheek and faded countenance, 
told me that ihe mental malady had possessed me too long for hope. 
I am clearly in the decline of my short day. My heart strives not 
to deceive itself. With talents — with acquirements — with garnered 
wisdom, oftentimes dear bought — I contemplate a blank cjristence ! 
And why ? In truth, 

" The thorns which I have reaped are of the tree 
I planted"— 

I sought what the present life will not yield. 

Had I early seized on the present — forgotten the past, and been 
reckless of the future, I might now be hurrying forward in the great 
crowd — buoyant with life — ^revelling in success 
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— Scd improvisa lethi 

Vii rapuit raplctquc gcntcs. 

Jlor. 

What does not fade and die ? Mark ye the earth — 

Its fairest flowers but blossom to decay; 
And man, its lord — scarce Icam we of his birth, 

Ere life's last stin has closed his fleeting day; 
And all his prond creations — what are they 1 

Mere transient mockeries of his idle power ; 
Time turns his glass — like clouds they've passed away ; 

And Change sits monarch of the flying hour. 

Assyria once upraised her princely head, 

The mother-queen of luxury and pride ; 
And Egypt, too, with her uncrumbling dead 

And massive temples, Time's stern power defied. 
And early Greece in classic splendor shone. 

The light and glory of the mystic past ; 
And Rome's broad empire reared its golden throne — 

Of ancient realms the strongest and the last. 

These once rejoicing in their manly strength, 

Thought not that change could on their vigor seize. 
Or that brief years could measure out their length. 

And Time the current of their life-streams freeze. 
But lo ! their glory and their pride have fled — 

Their names scarce known, save on the classic page, 
Their bustling myriad** slumbering with the dead. 

And half their deeds long perished with old age. 
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And cities, too, though bound with massive walls, 

And built with palaces, plunge, as would seem, 
Beneath Time's flood from off high rocks, as falls 

The autumn leaf down on the dusky stream. 
Great Babylon arose and sunk, and none 

Can now point out the ashes of her dead; 
Palmyra, too, scarce shows a crumbling stone — 

Her gold has cankered and her glory fled. 

Thebes, with her brazen gates and winding tombs, 

Has gone, as evanescent bubbles go; 
And e'en in Athens the wild thistle blooms. 

While sculptured marble mould'ring lies below. 
Time's breath has swept the seven hills of Rome, 

And blown that mistress of the earth away. 
Though once she seemed as distant from her doom. 

As e'en the mountains upon which she lay. 

Thus fades all human grandeur ; words in sand 

Last not more briefly on the ocean's shore. 
Than fame, and power, and all that these command, 

When Time's dark-heaving billows on them pour. 
Yet light comes from their ruins ; — man may lay 

Proud plans of empire, yea, may blindly deem 
His fond creations lasting; still, one ray 

Faint-streaming from the past, dispels the dream. 

The future, too— how clearly one brief glance 

Back on the mirror of departed years 
Reveals, like magic power in old romance, 

Dim coming scenes ; and oh, what change appears !— > 
Old Europe's plains a dismal forest bear— 

The gloomy home of some barbarian race; 
Her sculptured piles o'ershade the lion's lair. 

And light canoes her storied streams disgrace. 

These rock-bound shores, where erst did Freedom reign, 

Again barbarians trample with delight. 
While on the borders of the western main 

A mighty empire bursts upon our sight. 
A new Britannia in New Holland lies, 

A second France on China's fruitful plain. 
While Grerman States, o'erarched by Birman skies. 

From learning's mines the gems of science gain. 

Thus change comes over all. And e'en the rocks 

Of nigged, bald-head mountains, that dare stay 
The storm's dark fury and the lightning's shocks. 

The deep-worn wrinkles of old age betray. 
Yet all things are not thus. While time shall be. 

Though man, and man's productions come and go. 
The same blue sky shall roll, the same green sea. 

The same sud shine, and same bland breezes blow. 
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DICK y£R8U8 DIKE, 

OR, 
THE INVISIBLE STEED. 

" Well, Ned ! I wax rather sleepy — how do you wax ?" quoth 
Bill Easter, one evening, as longitudinally occupying some aozen 
chairs, we lay snoring in full concert to the tune of * Old Hundred/ 

" Who did you say she was going to marry ?" yawned out Dick 
Harvey — a chap, at that time, well known to be rather the 'worse 
for love,' which said love, however, though it bound him rather 

closely to the heart of Susan M , nevertheless, by no means 

destroyed the various qualities of ' good fellowship,' which every 
one could testify that he naturally possessed. 

" Ha ! ha ! ha !" roared Bill, "you don't know then ? eh ! that's 
too bad. But come, fellow, wake up !" 

Bill's injunction came a little too late ; for his hearty laugh, to- 
gether with Dick's mistake, a confused idea of which was still run- 
ning in my mind, had fully roused us, and there we now sat — I 
confusedly rubbing my eyes, but Dick, by this time, fully alive to 
the dangers of his perilous situation in having so unguardedly given 
vent to the feelings of his heart. 

Many better jokes having undoubtedly been made known to the 
world, than those which were then and there cracked by us over 
poor Dick's bead, we therefore spare the reader a recital of ours, 
but few, we dare wager, ever caused more hearty laughter, than that 
which ever and anon rang through that room. To do Dick justicCi 
however, he ran the gauntlet most manfully, never flinching in the 
least, but ever, as some one appeared more keen than its predeces- 
sors, crying out 



" lay on, Macduflf, 
And curs't be he that first cries ' bold ! enough. 



} » 



In fine, as Jack Downing would say, ** he grinned and bore it,^' 
which we advise others to do in all disagreeable situations, pledging 
our word that they will find marvelous comfort in this same rem- 
edy. But to all things there's an end, as well as a ' time,' and at 
last even we came to a pause, decidedly to Dick's relief. A most 
awful stillness ensued, and Dick's head was already commencing 
anew its vibrations, when Bill, in a most sepulchral tone, offered the 
ibllowing resolution— 

" Resolved, that for the promotion of our corporeal welfare, and 
fi>r the further invigoration of our drooping spirits, we as a body, 
will, and hereby do adjourn to the tabernacle of our friend Dike." 
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Now be it known to all who may chance to honor us with a peru- 
sal, that the above mentioned Dike was, in the year 18 — , an in- 
habitant of the goodly town of S— , situated somewhere on the 
banks of the Connecticut, and was, withal 1, *^ a quiet and orderly 
citizen," of a fair reputation, generally known as the village tailor ; 
and, in addition to this, his professed profession^ master of a small 
unpretending store, which, at the time we are now writing, con- 
tained some marvelously musty brazil nuts, as also some exquisitely 
sweet licorice-ball. But more of this anon. 

Bill's resolution passed unanimously, and we forthwith prepared 
to adjourn sine mora to this gentleman's shop — we ask his pardon — 
store. 

It was a cold winter night, and as we sallied forth, well booted and 
cloaked, it was, I believe, pretty unanimously decided that it was — 
cold. Even Dick, in remembrance, doubtless, of the dreams of his 
late disturbed slumbers, was heard to unphilosophically exclaim, 
* 'gad fellows, I wish 1 was in bed.' The wind whistled through the 
trees with a most mournful melody, and, as it caused the creaking 
boughs to bend before its power, one might be pardoned for indulg- 
ing even a less poetical wish than that to which Dick had just given 
utterance. But like the great modern " magician," we " bared our 
breasts to its icy touch," which, in our case (as also in his, we take 
it) means simply, we cut and run. 

Reader ! have you ever seen a tame crow ? one that has, from 
time immemorial, with one wing clipped, hopped round your kitchen 
door, and have you ever observed It, as it made a desperate effort 
to run — its neck extended to its utmost length, and its long black 
legs and claws barely enabling it to maintain its upright position, 
evidently weakened by the inequality of its wings ? If you have, 
you can form no very faint conception of the appearance of Dick 
Harvey, as muffled up in his cloak, he made his way against a strong 
north wind. Urdess you have, I despair of your being able to do 
justice to his appearance that night. 

Bill — take him all in all — was a passably respectable-looking fel- 
low, considerably like what we, now-a-days, imagine a Kentuckian 
to be — * a real roarer.' As to myself (kind reader ! my modesty will 
not allow me to occupy a separate paragraph,) as to myself, I say — 
let it suffice, that I at that time somewhat affected the '^ Exqui- 
site" — wore thin boots instead of cow-hide — was believed to have 
tried, for six months, to encourage a pair of whiskers into existence, 
and moreover was universally known to possess a breast pin 1 

It must have been a glorious sight, to have seen our noble trio on 

that memorable night treading the only street of S , Dick with 

his rapid strides led the van, and Bill valiantly brought up the rear, 
while I fulfilled the duties of first corporal, musician, etc. Less he- 
.roic minds than ours would have sunk beneath the arduous difficulties 
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which we encountered on the way, in the form of exceedingly cold 
weather, and a lusty north easter. But 

"Nil desperandam Dick duce'* 

was our motto and we nobly persevered. 

Fortunately, however, we soon reached the seat of Dike's public 
ministrations — no symptoms of " mutiny in the ranks" as yet appear- 
ing. As we entered, we found him, as gsual, enthroned on a lofty 
bench, in the farthest recess of his shop, and diligently engaged in 
constructing a pair of what are commonly yclept breeches. By the 
way, though. Dike's breeches bore but precious little resemblance to 
the like articles of more modern manufacture. One would be inclin- 
ed to the opinion, that a Lilliputian tailor had the honor of construcdng 
them, were it not evident, from the most casual glance at Dike, that 
« quadrants,' and ' angles of elevation' were unknown terms to him. 
But, as before said, in our gallant trio went, and 

" Oh, what glorious visions burst on our enraptured eyes." 

Here, at the window, might be seen some venerable tobacco-pipe, 
which bad bleached in many a noon-tide sun, and by its side, might 
also then and there be seen, a cracker of a ^ lily hue,' save here 
and there some wandering fly had o'er it walked, and, as it walked, 
had left a track ! That window ! oh ! that window ! How often 
have I seen some dirty little urchin, as he was lazily sauntering 
along to school, stop, and leaning against that barrel, which you 
may see placed nearly in front of it, with '^molasses for sale" chalk- 
ed on it, wonder at the immense treasures congregated there ! 
How his eyes sparkle as he gazes at that paper of various-colored, 
as also colorless peppermints, which lies in the farthest comer! 
What emotions are excited in his mind on beholding those huge cards 
of gingerbread, and how supremely happy would the possession of 
one of those dried and dirty rusks render him ! We might here, 
dear reader, introduce a few sage reflections on the wonderful '' mys- 
tery pf life" — how it is that we are so constituted, that the most tri- 
fling things will, in one season of life, render us immoderately joy- 
ful, while at another, the wealth of the whole world can scarce 
cause one emotion of pleasure in our hearts — we might do this, we 
say, if we only — knew how. But, alas ! moralizing or sentimen- 
talizing we never dared attempt, for fear our readers would not un- 
derstand us. We might possibly do it in poetry, but then the trouble 
would be, we could not comprehend ourselves. So we pass on. 
Match-boxes, shoe-blacking, sugar whistles, brass jews-barps, and 
divers bunches of raisins — all contributed to adorn that most capa- 
cious window, while huge hunks of licorice-ball, scattered here and 
there, filled up 

" The symphony t)etween/' 

▼OX«. II. 11 
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The sides and the top were graced with pairs of modern 'galliga- 
skins/ and also with many a fair coat, whicL was destined, ere long, 
to shine at some great muster of the ' bulwarks of our nation.' But 
time would fail us, were we to endeavor to relate the half of what 
graced the walls of that most memorable room. Let it suffice then, 
that it contained every imaginable article, from the elegantly turned 
leg of the magnanimous porker, who iiad ate and bled 

*' Fur bis country and his counlry's cause/' 

down to the simple, unpretending, half-baked pea nut — from the 
lofty plume which waves over the brows of our militia — I would 
say * military chieftains' — down to the musical rattle, with whicb our 
chiefs in embryo are wont to beguile their infant hours. To make 
this dread array visible to mortal eyes, two marvelously yellow tal- 
low candles, exalted on lofty stands of wood, gave forth a yellow 
flickering light, and as their flames flared at the motion of the ad- 
mitted air, they gave a livid, sepulchral look to things around. 

At our entrance. Dike hastened to light another of his exquisitely 
colored tapers, for mind you — he always proportioned the number of 
bis lights to the number of his visitors ; and the only reason why so 
many as two were radiating at our entrance was, that a certain cus- 
tomer of his, by name J. D. (reader ! for the sake of euphony, pro- 
nounce it Jady,) who was much given to eating dried apples, and 
muDchiDg over cookies, pea-nuts, etc. was then bantering with him 
as to the number of pecan-nuts, which constituted a cent's worth — 
J. D., on the ground of his having traded there so much, averring 
that he ought to receive six, while Dike declared that so many would 
take off all the pro6ts of his trade, (five was his regular number.) 

A smile of pleasure lit up the features of our host as we entered, 
for few, that day, had honored his shop with their desired presence, 
and DOW, at prospect of a transfer of some cash into his own pocket, 
his heart beat with visible emotion. 

** Good evening, Mr. Dike — a very fine evening," was our first 
salutation. 

** Very fine," was the response, aud as if in confirmation of the 
truth of the remark, an extra blast of wind hurried past the window, 
causing the casement to rattle still more audibly. 

We instinctively hurried to the stove, and as the exclamation 
^< rather chilly," broke from our lips, a dozen fagots, prepared for 
the morrow's fire, were seen to enter the yawning mouth of that stove 
and disappear, much to the amazement of their owner. Amidst the 
noisy crackling of wood, which immediately ensued, there might have 
been heard a deep groan, or rather, what was meant for a groan. 

'^ Now fellows, what '11 we have," says Bill, as ranging round the 
stove, with our feet elevated to its very apex, we sat. 

'' I'll have a cigar," quoth Dick, and Dike was forthwith despatch- 
led for a cigar, which when brought, Dick most humanely divided 
between himself and the above mentioned J. D. 
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** Now doctor ! (we called the old man doctor sometimes,) we 
prant a cent's wortii of your best wine in three glasses, and here's 
the cash right down on the nail." 

" And another cigar," says Dick. 

" Some of your best cookies." 

" Also, several of your most luscious herrings." 

We were all soon satisfied with what we called for, and there we 
sat, now sipping our wine, now picking the bones out of our cookies, 
and now luxuriating over our herrings. The doctor's heart expan- 
ded at the thought of the many cents soon to change owners, and 
be fiew around, now reaching us our cent's worth of pea-nuts, now t 
half an ounce of lemon drops, and now warming us one of his delec- 
table cookies, on the top of his stove. 

Soon a song was called for, over which I, as chorister, presided, 
for be it known to all men — it is already known to most women — 
that I am what is called, a natural singer — at least, no one ever pre- 
sumed to say, that what little I do know, was ever drawn ex arte. 
Few, it was universally acknowledged, ever possessed the ability to 
melodize " like I did." The song was ended, and now the proposi* 
tion was made, that we all contribute, and furnish, each, some story 
for the edification of the company. 

" No sooner said 
Than done, and roand it went, and stories how 
The dead were seen to rise, and how the shades 
Of dear departed friends had risen from 
The tomb, and how the ruler of the damn'd 
Had stalked abroad, and seized upon those men 
Who chanced to cross his path, and then with haste 
Would hurry to the land, from whence no man 
Returns, its secrets to disclose/' 

were told by us. 

1 never have known so good a story-teller as Dick Harvey. We 
had all finished our parts, when he gave us an account of the " In- 
visible Steed." It is a simple story, and one which any imaginatioo 
could excite, but, when told in his low tones, it thrilled through our 
breasts, and caused us to shudder at the bare recital. 

He told how the Arch-Fiend was wont, in winter nights, to drive 
through the valley of the ^' sweet Connecticut," and though be went 
swifter than the lightning, still nothing could be seen to draw his 
swiftly-gliding sleigh, but on it went, 

" Onward and yet onward hurrying 
0*er the trackless waste of snow ;" 

and when he told how a certain man, who dared to cross bis path, 
was caught up by him, and hurried away to the land of spirits, we 
involuntarily huddled nearer and nearer the stove, as if seeking safety 
by proximity to it. 
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The clock tolled ten — and eleven was struck before he finished, 
and when he stopped, not a word was spoken, but there we sat, fear- 
ing to break the silence, which liad now become even fearful. At 
length, however, shaking off our fear, we rose, and having satisfied 
Dike for his refreshments, departed in dignified silence. 

The door was barely closed, when we were startled by a loud 
laugh from Dick. '' E^ad !" said he, as soon as he could speak, 
<< did you see the old fellow's eyes stick out, when I told how old 
Nk^k caught that poor sinner by the throat, and swung him over his 
shoulder? Why ! I verily thought the old fellow would go crazy. 
And now, fellows," said he, '' I havn't so bad an idea in my bead." 

There might now be seen three persons walking slowly down the 

street of S , two of them attentively listening to the other, and 

when be ceased talking, one who was quite near might have beard 
some hearty laughter, and perceived that they increased their speed. 

As the beautiful Connecticut comes flowing on in its course, just 
beibre it reaches the town of S , it inclines to the east, and hav- 
ing flowed in that direction for the space of a mile or more, it again 
resumes its southerly course. A short distance above this last-men- 
tioned turn lies the village, which we ought perhaps to have told our 
readers ere this, is renowned for nothing, unless it may be for the 
intelligence and urbanity of its inhabitants. Situated on a hill, and 
considerably elevated above the level of the river, it quite overlooks 
it, and commands a most extensive view of its course in a southerly 
direction. 

Directly through the centre of the village lies a road, which hav- 
ing for many a mile run sociably along by the side of the river, now 
descends the hill and meets it by its banks. A few paces north of 
this point, frozen in by the ice, might be seen a ferry-boat, which 
during the warmer part of the year was wont to transport the good 
people of S— , and also whatever travelers might chance to pass 
that way, from one bank of the river to the opposite. But now 
one would hardly need its aid, for the ever clear water of the Con- 
necticut, hardened by the cold, presented a surface scarcely less firm 
and safe than that of the earth itself. The wind, as if dissatisfied 
with its quarters, was fast hurrying from the inhospitable regions of 
the north to a milder climate, and no path could be seen which pre- 
sented so few obstacles to its course as that of the Connecticut, and 
as if aware of its superior advantages, the wind hurried on in that 
course with seemingly double force and velocity. The land was 
covered with its pure mantle of snow, which, it is well known, in 
New England affords a path but little less smooth than that of the 
frozen river itself. 

It was the dead of night, and at the time of which we are now 
speaking there might have been seen a solitary figure, wending his 
way slowly through the street of S He has now reached the 
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brow of the bill, and be forthwitb commences descending tbe slip- 

Kiy road. There can be no mistake. It is Dike, the village tailor, 
ith the furious north wind spending its force against his back, he 
is hastening to his solitary home, situated just at the foot of the hill. 
Grasped in one hand, a small trunk may be seen swinging at his 
side, and with the other buried in the folds of his cloak, he stalks 
along with most marvelous despatch. It is always customary to de- 
scribe distinguished characters introduced to view, and we acknow- 
ledge our fault in not having, long ere this, presented our hero more 
distinctly to our reader's sight. The fact of it is though, we have 
tried several times to do it, but invariably failed. We have looked 
over all the metaphors and similes of Homer, Virgil, and Milton- 
called him every thing that is either horrible or unique, but were 
finally compelled to wind off with a most emphatic '-' whew ! we 
can't describe him." 

He has descended nearly half the hill, when there might also be 
seen descending from its summit, and momentarily increasing in 
speed, an article that without gr^at difficulty could be considered as 
the car of the evil one himself. Something or somebody might also 
be seen upon it, guiding it as it went. Some persons will have it, 
that it was his Satanic Majesty, in propria persona. 

It hurries on, and now, with the speed of the lightning, it is near- 
ing the mortal frame of our friend Dike. But alas ! he hears it 
not — wrapped in his cloak, he is deaf to the slight noise caused by 
its progress, but now, as it almost presses upon his heels, a fiendish 
yell is heard, and Dike, startled by the cry, as it were in symphony, 
yells forth a deep response, and with a frantic leap strives to avoid 
its touch. But alas ! it is too late — be is met, and now, prostrate 
on that car, held down by the icy hands of its first occupant, he lies 

"like a warrior taking his rest, 



With bis martial cloak around him.'* 

It hurries on unretarded in its course, and now, aided by the north 
wind, may be seen gliding over the glassy surface of the Connecti- 
cut. Nor has it gone far before Dike's evil genius might have been 
seen to slide from off that car, apparently at the risk of his neck, 
but Dike himself still lies there, bound down as it would seem by an 
invisible power. With him as its occupant, it sweeps on, and soon 
in tbe dim moonlight is lost to our sight. 

It is morning, and as the good people of S— pass to their cus- 
tomary occupations, they marvel that the window-shutters of the 
store which was wont to contain all that is mortal of our friend are 
closed, and that they now do not see him at his wonted labors. 

With a solicitude characteristic of small country villages, they 
coromunicate their apprehensions to each other, and exchange their 
mutual * wonders' as to what has become of Dike. Nor does their 
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care vent itself solely in \vords. As one whispers the possibility of 
our friend being sick, they forthwith despatch a messenger to ascer- 
tain if this be the case, but no ! the boy returns with the alarming 
intelligence that nothing lias been heard of him since the previous 
day. To such a degree does this solicitude increase, that they soon 
assemble around our friend's shop door, towards which they ever 
and anon cast misgiving glances, indicative of certain suspicions 
that be may, after all, be no where else but in this, his accustomed 
retreat. 

. It is soon resolved to enter this sanctum sanctorum " vi et armis." 
Axes and crowbars innumerable are immediately forthcoming, and 
they at once commence operations. Hardly had the door ceased 
shivering from the effects of the first blow, when, from within, a cry 
8o shrill, so piercing, was heard to proceed, that many, startled, 
dropped their implements of warfare, and betook themselves at once 
to their heels with many compunctions of conscience. A few how- 
ever remained firm and nobly persevered, redoubling their exertions 
as the cries became still more fearful. The door is at length open, 
and, headed by the parson, they are about to make a furious onset, 
when from out a heap of meal-bags in the farthest comer of the room, 
the pale corse of our old acquaintance, J. D. is seen slowly emerg- 
ing. The cries of '' here he is ! here he is !" are now succeeded by 
ctill greater wonder and amazement, and as J. D. solemnly affirms 
(hat he as usual went to bed the previous night shortly after sun- 
down, their wonder receives no diminution. Poor fellow ! his mind 
18 confused, and he forgets how he fell asleep in the comer there, 
Dor does he know that Dick and Bill consigned him while in that 
«tate to the care of those bags. 

But as yet, nothing is seen which can afford the least trace of 
Dike. His herrings and his licorice are safe, but where alas, is he ? 
All are amazed, but though each will acknowledge his entire igno- 
rance on the subject, still all are ready with their shrewd '^ guesses" 
as to his fate. One surmises that he has gone to the land of spirits 
by his own hand — anotlier charitable soul suspects that he has taken 
< leg-bail' by reason of certain debts which it is well known our hero 
owed to him, and which promised ere long to engender a rather un- 
comfortably close communion with the county sheriff, while the town- 
clerk sagely gives as his opinion, that he has fled, chagrined, because 
that at a late fretmeiCs meeting he was foiled in an attempt to ele- 
vate himself into the office of prime auctioneer to the citizens of 
S— , or in other words, that he has " retired to private life in dis- 
gust." Notwithstanding their shrewd surmises, Dike as yet seems 
in a fair way of maintaining his incog, which they are now so anx- 
ious to penetrate. The night again sets in, but still all is as dark as 
ever on the now all-absorbing subject of his disappearance. The 
old men may now be seen with their lanterns taking an extra look 
into their pig-sties, and hen-roosts, to see that all is safe in that de- 
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paitment, while the venerable matrons and the maidens contrive to 
give additional security to the '' kitchen cabinet/' by placing sundry 
chairs, tables, etc. against their well-barred doors. Of course, hor- 
rid dreams are that night dreamed, and horrid visions seen, which do 
not however, serve even to make the darkness visible. What can 
the matter be. 



" Ob Tom 1" said one little urchin to another, three days after the 
above related events had transpired, ^* did you know old Dike had 
got back? Dad says he kind o' guesses his clothes smell pretty 
strong of brimstone by this time." '' Do tell ! he ha'nt though ! has 
he ? you don't say so !" was the edifying response of our new ac- 
quaintance, Tom, " whereabouts is he ? let's go and see him." 

In the bar-room of the only tavern of S— — , might now be seen 
nearly all its inhabitants crowded, and while an otherwise death-like 
stillness prevailed, from out the livid lips of Dike proceeded the fol- 
lowing fearful tale. His narrative was frequently interrupted by 
certain directions which he thought necessary to give to a little ur- 
chin who, seated on the floor at his feet, was bathing his shins with 
a mixture of brandy and gin. To give our readers an idea of the 
state and appearance of these, we can only say that they looked 
very much as those in possession of certain courageous little youths 
are wont to look, after retiring from some hard-fought battle incident 
to thQ well known game of foot-ball. But to Dike's story. 

It was on the evening of the day of his disappearance — Dick, 
Bill and I had barely left bis store, (and we were called upon to tes- 
tify as to our presence at that time,) when he heard, "as he thought, 
a most horrid, unearthly laugh. He acknowledged that it frightened 
him at first, but as, after it, all was still, he dared to venture home, 
notwithstanding this evident warning. He had gone but a little 
way, he said, when the old fiend came rattling along, yelling and 
shouting, and, with one hand seizing him by the throat, while the 
other grasped hold of his shins, (and in confirmation, he pointed to 
his damaged mend)ersy) dashed him down upon his car, and held him 
there. He remembered no more, but only had an indistinct, confu- 
sed recollection of the fiend's vomiting forth fire and sulphurous 
flame, while with every advance they made, he bound him down 
still closer to his car. The next thing that he was conscious of 
was of awaking, as from a dream, while round him stood several of 

the inhabitants of L , a place four or five miles south of S— . 

Such was the fearful tale of Dike. 

The statement of the people of L was, that on the day after 

Dike's overthrow, he was discovered on the banks of the river bound 
down upon a large hand sled ! by a strong, cotton handkerchief. The 
sled was at once recognized as belonging to Joe Bunker, a fellow 
** what lived Jest on the edge of the hill." The handkerchief was 
marked R. H. 
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Many and various were the reports occasioned by tbe relation of 
these wonderful events, but they at length settled down into the 
common one that Dike and the devil had had a ** hard tussle/' and 

that although the evil one had carried him as far as L , still he 

was at last obliged to '' knock under," and Dike had come off vic- 
torious. It was, therefore, immediately resolved by the inhabitants 

of S , that in consideration of his exploits. Dike should have 

the office of sexton, as also all perquisites accruing thereto, notwith- 
standing the remonstrances of the present incumbent, who bad filled 
that office of high trust for ten years, and had heretofore given uni- 
versal satisfaction. He was forthwith installed without delay, and 
be now on Sundays rings the bell as loud as bell can ring, if not as 
regularly. 

From that time. Dike's reputation for courage increased wonder- 
fully. The children learned to look upon him with additional awe 
and reverence — the young maidens passed him with palpitating 
hearts — the old men and the old women wondered, till they at last 
themselves believed the truth of Dike's most marvelous account, 
and although he was obliged to buy a new lock for his door, (the 
old one was broken in the nefarious assault upon his shop,) still, he 
was undoubtedly a gainer in the end, for multitudes flocked to see 
the man who had overcome the evil one, and wondrous quantities of 
licorice-ball were sold by him. 

Poor Dike ! thou sittest now perchance, perched on thy lofty 
bench — thy legs tailorly curled beneath thee — ^thy needle fast plied 
by thy busy hands, and little dreaming that thou art even thought of 
by any being save thyself. Peace to thy memory ! may thy breeches 
have a ready sale, and thy pecan-nuts never more grow musty. 

(Further the deponent saith not.) 



LOVE-FLATTERY. 

* Thou surely art an angel, love/ 

Breathed lover once on bended knee, 

* Too pure to leave thy home above, 
Too gentle in this world to move, 

Almost too beautiful to be !' 

* An angel calFst thou me, forsooth V 

The nymph provokingly replies, 
' Art tkou not then, in very truth. 
An impious, self-sufficient youth. 

To woo an angel from the skies V 
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THE ELECTIVE FRANCHISE. 

Self-government aod the exercise of the elective franchise are 
inseparably conDCCted. A short examination into the history of the 
various theories concerning government, will very much aid us io 
developing the moral obligations resulting from the enjoyment of the 
elective franchise. 

Many sage suppositions have been made concerning the first form 
of government which existed among men. Some have supposed 
that the paternal gradually resolved itself into the monarchical form, 
while others attribute a like result to military success. All, or nearly 
all unite in this, that at a very early period of time, the monarchical 
was the universal government. Whether at its constitution it assum- 
ed a hereditary form or not, is also a matter of doubt, and of very 
little practical importance. What principally concerns us in the 
discussion of these points, is the truth or falsity of the conclusions 
from them deduced. From the fact that the existence of kings 
could be traced nearly to the time of man's creation, some of the 
earliest writers on politics inferred that kings must have been ordain- 
ed by the Creator, or in other, and their favorite language, ruled by 
divine right. No direct command from the Creator was indeed ex- 
hibited, but such as was found in the Holy Scriptures, and the blind- 
ness of these wise politicians caused them to overlook the reason 
there assigned for the establishment of such an ofEce among the 
Jews. But the folly of this theory was yet more strikingly exem- 
plified, as regarded its application to the reigning monarchs. They 
must either have received a special, divine appointment, or must 
prove their unbroken descent from a monarch thus invested with 
power. This Herculean labor few would have undertaken, and 
none could have accomplished. The theory of the divine right of 
kinors was therefore exploded. 

That the power constituted the right of government was then as- 
sumed as the basis of political science. This theory was doomed 
however to be more short-lived than its predecessor. Superstition 
was not at hand to quiet the murmurs of the people, groaning under 
exactions and oppressions too grievous to be borne. At length the 
approach of a brighter day was betokened. Mind — educated, ra- 
tional mind began to investigate the rights of man. The power of ty- 
rants could fetter the bodily but could not restrain the exercise of the 
mental powers, once aroused to action. " Resistance to Tyrants 
IS OBEDIENCE TO tJoD," soou blazcd upou the Wall. The crowned 
heads of Europe, like Belshazzar of old, were confounded. Their 
power had passed away — the spell of enchantment was broken — 
the spirit of reform was abroad. The first step had been taken in 
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tbe amelioration of the world from political darkness, but yet men 
were not prepared for the full enjoyment of their rights. Revolu- 
tions in government are often the work of a day ; but the great 
moral revolution necessary to secure the full appreciation and enjoy- 
ment of political privileges, can only be consummated by length of 
time. The doctrines of Sydney and his associates were in advance 
of the spirit of their age. They saw clearly, and explained lucidly, 
the fallacy of the divine right of kings, and established by the most 
incontrovertible reasoning the right of man to self-government. But 
the great mass of their fellow citizens and of manlcind were yet 
groping their way towards the light. They were not prepared even 
to assert, much less to illustrate the great truth that " all men are 
born free and equal.'' A new world was to be the theatre on which 
this sublime truth should receive its exempli6cation. To our fore- 
fathers and their descendants was committed for solution the grand 
problem of man's capability for self-government. The moral obli- 
gations thus devolving upon them were as weighty as the interests of 
man for time, and for eternity. 

If, as we have seen, darkness — mental and moral darkness must 
ever be the pavilion of despotism ; if the mind of man, degraded by 
superstition and fettered by the chains of ignorance, can never em- 
brace the dignified and expansive principles of liberty, then inteUi- 
gencCy virtue and pieiy must ever characterize a free people. Minor 
evils indeed, may ever attend upon the free exercise of the elective 
franchise. Party spirit, so necessary to preserve that eternal vigil- 
ance which is the price of true liberty, may endanger our peace, and 
perhaps our union. The ambition of men high in power may pro- 
duce a like result. These are, however, but secondary causes, and 
if the Peophy the source of all power, can be kept pure, no danger 
will then exist. 

The most important moral obligation resulting from the enjoyment 
of the elective franchise, is the universal dissemination of inteUi- 
gencey virtue and religion. 

To the general influence of intelligence upon the advancement of 
liberty we have previously adverted. We have seen that the dawn 
of intelligence and of liberty were simultaneous, and that their pro- 
gress thus far has been equal. But the particular influence of knowl- 
edge upon the individual possessor, and thence upon the proper ex- 
ercise of the elective franchise, remains to be considered. So long 
as the shades of ignorance envelop the mind of man, he is content 
with the enjoyment of mere animal gratifications, and like tbe brutes 
which perish, he is born, he lives, he dies. But let the invigorating 
rays of knowledge be poured in upon his mind, ^nd he arises from 
his debasement, he walks erect in the consciousness of innate power, 
he aspires to a higher, purer, nobler state. Now he understands his 
responsibilities to himself, his relations to his fellow men, and his 
obligations to his God. Now he discovers the necessity of govern- 
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ment, and the great duties resulting from its institutiOD. No elo- 
quence of ambitious demagogues can swerve him from the path of 
honor and patriotism. Prompt in the detection of sophistry, skillful 
in analyzing any proposition, and discovering its remote as well as 
proximate bearings, he remains the firm and consistent defender of 
truth, the able champion of equal rights. Intelligence which leads 
to such results should characterize every one who enjoys the elective 
franchise. 

But indispensable as is intelligence, unless it is guided by virtuOi 
its glittering draught may contain a drug, which will work ruin to 
him who receives it. Knowledge often elates its possessor, and 
places him above the reach of virtuous principles. Conscious of 
mental power, he disregards moral obligation. For an illustration of 
the inBuence«of knowledge upon human liberty when undirected by 
by virtue, look to France. The gifted minds which excited the 
bloody scenes of her revolution might have adorned and blessed man- 
kind. But alas ! the demon of infidelity had seized upon them. 
Their noble powers were debased to the lowest purposes, and they 
became a curse to themselves and to the world. The pure genius 
of liberty shrank back with horror from their embrace. Anarchyi 
and finally despotism, became the portion of that unhappy country. 
Should virtue ever cease to characterize our citizens, liberty will bid 
farewell to our shores, and peace and happiness will follow in her 
train. But we must not alone strive to prevent the increase of vice. 
The march of public morals is onward and upward. The standard 
of progressive reform has been unfurled, and we are now called upon 
to rally around it. The land must be purged from even the sem- 
blance of vice, and the reform must first commence with those in 
high places. The example they present, in character and conduct, 
ceases not with their immediate friends and associates. Its influence 
will be as extensive and potent as their elevation is lofty and enviable. 
Our halls of legislation and courts of justice must therefore be kept 
pure by the agency of the ballot boxes. 

To secure and perpetuate our free institutions and their attendant 
blessings, religion must also unite her influence. The Christian re- 
ligion was the source, and must ever be the accompaniment of all 
rational liberty. In the former part of this essay, the power of su- 
perstition in sustaining the cause of despotism was exhibited. The 
same causes acting upon mankind, will produce like results at the 
present time. When the minds of men become so enfeebled as to 
yield themselves a prey to superstition, or to false religion, the loss of 
rational liberty will soon be experienced. They are only fitted for 
the slaves of sense, and the victims of tyranny, whose grovelling 
minds never soar above the joys of the fleeting present ; never hold 
converse with the wise and good of antiquity, or draw copious 
draughts of enjoyment from communion with the holier intelligences 
of Heaven. The votaries of liberty must be sons of light. They 



92 OH PARTING WITH A LATELY- AC QUIRED FRIEND. 

should be pioneers in every cause which tends to the amelioration of 
the condition of their fellow men. The powers of darkness are 
leagued against them. Whether the assault shall be made against 
our free institutions, or the holy religion which sustains them, its 
success is none the less to be dreaded. Let vice and infidelity 
revel unrestrained throughout our land, and the sun of our liberty 
will go down in endless night. Let the hand of Omnipotence, which 
has thus far guided our councils, be withdrawn, and our ruin will be 
inevitable. No nation can withstand, none endure the wrath of 
Omnipotence. Every Christian, therefore, who enjoys the elective 
franchise, is under the moral obligation to exercise it for the dissem- 
ination of knowledge, virtue, and true religion. 

In thus investigating our subject, we have discovered the fearful 
responsibilities resting upon those who enjoy the elective franchise. 
To them has been committed the most important rights, the dearest 
interests of our race. The friends of man are awaiting with intense 
interest the result of their experiment. Soon their fondest hopes 
will be realized ; the world will be regenerated from moral, intellec- 
tual, and political darkness, and every man will walk forth in the 
enjoyment of rational liberty, or the friends of tyranny will hold a 
jubilee over a prostrate world. 

S. £4. 
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I LOVE not thoughts of sadness; 
Yet are there times when the warm, frequent tear, 
Will start unbidden from the eye; and when 
We feel most deeply that our earthly life 
Is but a pilgrimage, and that where'er 
We find the welling springs of pure delight, 
And fain would pitch our tents and fix our home — 
Our stay must not be there ; our motto still 
Is " Onward !" 'till we reach those promised mansions, 
Unbuilt by mortal hands, eternal in the skies. 

The parting hour ! the word farewell ! — how oft 
That hour returns! — our lips that word pronounce ! 
We meet ; a few brief moments taste the joys 
Of Friendship's interchange ; and then pass on 
To meet, perhaps, no more this side the grave. 
Yet we will still rejoice. 'Twill not be long 
Before those hours and words of parting will 
No more be known, and in His bright abode 
The buds of earthly Friendship shall mature 
And fill with fragrance the celestial courts. 
YaU. T. T. T. 
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PAPERS FROM THE ATTIC. 

No. III. 
FUSSY MEN. 



Tberb is nothing more ridiculous in the world than the fuss that 
some folks are eternally making about just nothing at all. This is 
the peculiar province of little men, who unable to get up any thing 
of importance, contrive to. make a sound and think that will pass off 
hr sense. You will see them swelling up their puny nothings, like 
boys blowing soap bubbles; and with the same assiduity will they 
prosecute the work, though each successive effort but evinces the 
folly of their undertaking. 

Now it were well that every such man inform himself of the fact 
that the world has something in it besides folly, and that some men 
are not fools. There are here and there, scattered through society, 
numbers of those who can easily sift the wheat from the chaff; and 
to come into contact with such, to which there is great liability every 
hour^ is certain detection. Base coin rings too loud, and practiced 
ears detect it with the certainty of intuition. 

But what possible pleasure there can be in trying to impose on 
mankind, or in keeping up such an imposition, supposing it success- 
fa\, is a question which for one I could never answer. The only 
emotion of the mind which ought to be digni6ed with the name of 
happiness, is such as springs from correct moral feeling, or exists in 
some way connected with it ; and how correct moral feeling can ex- 
ist with the consciousness of successful knavery, or the intention of 
it even, requires more than an ordinary understanding to compre- 
hend. Hence there is no happiness for such minds properly so call- 
ed. The happiness, if any such there is, is that of vulgar and bad 
men ; and all the pleasures of this nature which could be gathered 
together in the universe, ought not for a moment to be put in com- 
petition with the bliss of that heart, which in obscurity preserves 
unde6led the consciousness of lowliness and virtue. 

I would not give a cent for a fussy man ; ten to one he is an im- 
postor. He is either very shallow, and therefore worth nothing, or 
else he has a wily nature that would impose upon you under the 
semblance of industry. True excellence, in whatever class or con- 
dition you find it, is not ever showy. Men of real worth have a 
better opinion of the world's judgment than to think it will neglect 
them ; and with justice do they think so, for my experience and the 
experience of -every other man, I think, goes to testify, that real 
worth in the end most certainly meets its reward. This is true every 
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where and in every thing, be it a matter of head or heart. The 
good man, though his maxims are spumed and his creed rejected, is 
certain of justice ; for the vilest and most profligate will occasionaJlj 
retract, and thus render ineffective their efforts at opposition. 

And men of genius, too, they should feel this ; and not quail, as 
they will, at injustice and severity. It is a sad thing, that men of 
real genius must have such a sensibility appendaged to it as subjects 
them more or less to vexations and difficulties all the days of their 
lives. ^Why are they not made sordid as their fate, and wanting in 
all those elegant feelings that make up elegant man ?'* A question 
very easily answered, since it is the sensibility of genius which is 
the soul of it. I know of no difference betwixt a man of genius 
and any other man of powerful intellect, than that the one's mind 
always acts under intenser excitement than the other, which is cre- 
ated by its more delicate perceptions; these ^perceptions, the win- 
dows, as it were, of the soul, being more exquisitely reflective, car- 
rying into the heart the 6ner influences about us, and impressing 
them there with a more perfect distinctness. 

It would be well here for those who seem disposed to withhold 
from genius any prerogatives over other minds, that they distinctly 
understand this. The man of genius possesses no new faculty, ex- 
cept in the common use of that term ; as when it is asserted that this 
or that man has a happier faculty at this or that handicraft, where 
nothing more is meant than the results of a more exquisite arrange- 
ment of the same faculties possessed by all. The man of genius 
has the same powers precisely with every other man ; there's noth- 
ing new in him, unless perhaps the predominance of one faculty over 
another, and which, it may be, is nothing else than education. In 
the pack-horse or post-carrier, the memory predominates ; in the 
poet it is the imagination. But it is not this alone which makes the 
poet ; it is the higher order which affords a higher exercise of these 
same powers, that gives him the ascendency over all other men 
whatsoever ; and just in proportion to the delicacy of this conforma- 
tion, is he more or less a man of genius. Hence it is apparent that 
every man is more or less a poet ; and hence, also, the production 
of a single piece of genuine poetry, marks as decidedly the bom poet 
as the contents of a volume. 

But I was saying something of fussy men. You can't look over 
society but you find it full of them ; little, pert, frisking, waspish 
fellows, with less brains in their heads than their heels, and more 
brass in their faces than would have made Falstaff a warming-pan. 
They are here, they are there, they are every where ; and Congress 
would as effectually serve the country by legislating about it as by 
sending out certain scores to operate against the flat-nosed Indians. 
They are the very fellows that Chesterfield says, seize a man by the 
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buttOD-bole and talk bim to death ; flies that buzz about your ears 
in warm weather ; or musquitoes in your nose at midnight in the 
hottest of dog-days. Now such as these are not happy ; they can- 
not be. They cannot have forced themselves into the belief, that 
we do not see through them and hate their officiousness ; and how 
in the name of common sense the jibes and jeers they get as they 
move through the world do not knock wisdom into them, is above 
an honest man's comprehension. I would absolutely be a fool, or 
the tenant of a mad house in preference, and think it a loss to change 
places with them. 

True worth is never noisy. It carries with it a conscious dignity 
that will not let it descend to meanness, and its own lowliness is its 
greatest distinction. 

A. 

Yale CoUege, 
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I. 

Oh ! joyous was the day, I ween, 
Which pictured saw in golden sheen 

Th' embattled host of Spain ; 
Whose flag streamed from th' Alham 

bra's height, 
And flashing in the rich sunlight, 
In martial pomp and splendor dight, 

Swept by, a bannered train ; 
The deep mouthed bugle's music blent 
With the shrill clarion, which sent 

Its message to the sky ; 
And minstrel voices there breathed out 
In soogs, with many an airy bout 

Of witching melody. 

II. 

Amid the throng a form was seen 
Of stately height, and lofty mien, 

And brow of regal pride — 
The haughty lord of Arragon ; 
While by his side in beauty shone 

His fair Castilian bride, 
Pale, — ^pensive, as the evening star 

In mellow lustre glows ; 
A marble forehead, high and fair, 
A soft bine eye and aabam hair, 



The Lily and the Rose,— 
A beauty giv'n her not of earth, 
A queen by nature as by birth. 

III. 

But what means all the long array 
Of nodding plumes and pennon gay t 
Why wakes the minstrel's roundelay 1 

The trumpet's festal voice ? 
It was a day, oh ! well they deemed 
For music made and mirth that seemed — 
No more the Turkish crescent gleamed 

Amid the battle's noise : 
The blood-stained blade rests in its 

sheath ; 
The symbol of the Christian's faith, 

The cross, beloved, adored. 
Has triumphed ; they who vainly vowed 
That hated name should die, have bowed 

Beneath the Christian's sword; 
Their pride cast down, their glory fled, 
Their heroes slumber with the dead. 

IV. 

When winter's iron sway is o'er. 
And frowns the earth no more in 
gloom, 
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The memory of the tempest's roar 

No terror wakes, where 'mid the bloom 
Of flowers and spicy groves reclined, 

That soft delicious joy we woo 
Alone in Spring's young heart enshrined. 

We gaze upon the fields of blue 
Above ns spread, where not a cloud 

O'er all the boundless void appears, 
Until oar very souls are bowed, 

And the full heart finds vent in tears. 
The siren song of birds beguiles 

The breast with woes and sorrows rife, 
And nature all around us smiles, 

Instinct with love, and light, and life. 
Thus when the siroc blast of war 

In wrath no longer sweeps the land. 
While dimly seen, like sprites, afar 

The serried victims darkly stand, — 
The ravings of the tempest cease; 

The cloud withdraws which veiled 
the sky. 
In robes of brilliant hue, sweet Peace 

Smiles in the rainbow's form on high. 
Oh ! Nature's self then bids man joy. 

She bids us rouse the tuneful lyre 
In strains of seraph ecstacy, 

All glowing with celestial fire. 
'Twas this which bent the adoring knee 

That day in grateful praise and prayer; 
Day of that glorious jubilee 

Whose shouts of transport shook the 
air. 

V. 

The princely retinue has passed 

From out the palace hall ; the last 

Retiring step you scarce can hear, 

So faint its echo strikes the ear. 

The hall is desolate, save alone. 

Mute, motionless, like a pillar of stone, 

A solitary figure stands ; 

Across his breast he folds his hands, 

And buried seems in thought; his eye 

Is fixed in listless vacancy. 

The world without he heeds nor hears, 

O'er all its tumults, toils and cares, 

Oblivion's waters darkly roll. 

The chambers of his secret soul 

He treads — Earth's low born aims 

avaunl ! 
While with the spiritual habitant 
Communion rare he holds of things 



Too high for earth's imaginings, 
In her own temple; not a smile 
Lights up his countenance the while 
?Ie gazes on the pageant train. 
The splendid gaud he scarce will deign 
A thought. — The joy each breast in- 
flames 
He marks not — recks not — nay, con- 
temns. 
His thoughts on loftier musings bent, 
Far o'er the blue wave's roll are sent ; 
Where isles of magic beauty sleep 
On the calm bosom of the deep. 
'Tis he — the Genoese ! whose bold 
And daring genius shall unfold 
The mighty Ocean's mystery ; 
Whose arm shall rive the chains that 

bind 
In ignorance the godlike mind, 
And give the captive liberty. 
Glorious enthusiast ! faint thou not, 
Though toil and danger be thy lot: 
Siill be thyself, despising fear — 
The bitter taunt — the hollow jeer — 
The scoff-— the proud, disdainful sneer ; 
Oh ! arm thyself with strength to bear. 
And lock thy bosom 'gainst despair ! 
Though Hate malign and Envy frown, 
Bear up! success at last shall crown 
Thy wildest dreams — ihou'rt bound to be 
The minister of Heaven's decree. 
Heaven is thy patron ; sure the meed 
Of suff'ring virtue, long delayed, 
With largest interest shall be paid. 
Bear up ! The man who would be great 
Must scorn all human fear and hate; 
Must scorn and conquer all — ^but fate. 
Must teach his spirit to abide 
Whatever good or ill betide : 
Still following wiih unblenching eye 
The guiding star of destiny. 

VI. 

Time flies apace! three light barks brave 
The perils of the treacherous wave; 

On ! on ! from day to day. 
Careering o'er a boundless sea 
Of ceaseless, dull monotony. 

They hold their fearful way, 
Through watery regions erst unknown, 
Far stretching towards the setting sun. 

The seamen view the swelling main 
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loienninably spread aroand, 

And as they list its hoarse, dread sound, 

Can scarce a sigh reslraio : 
The terrors of a watery grave 
Appal the heart e'en of the brave. 

VII. 

Bat why prolong a tale ? bright Hope 

Has vanquished grim Despair, 
And leads the sullen captive chain'd 

To her triumphal car. 
All fears at last are laid to rest ; 

The mountain burden of suspense 
Is heaved from off the laboring breast, 

Dilate with ecstacy intense. 
But hold ! — my muse must not essay 
To mock with her untutored lay 
Emotions, words can ne'er portray — 
The phrensy of delight which whirled 

His brain, when first Columbus trod 
The soil of this bright virgin world. 

Lowly that hour before his God, 
Oh ! as he reverently knell, 
What must his bursting heart have felt. 

VIII. 

Months roll away — the fleet again 
Glides swiftly o'er the Atlantic main, 
Back to their much loved land of Spain 

Heaven listens to their prayer. 
And soon the vessels safely moor 
Fast to their own sweet, sunny shore, 

They breathe their natal air. 
Despatches from the royal hand 
Soon reach Columbus, with command 

To speed to Barcelona's towers ; 
Where buried in voluptuous ease. 
Till even Pleasure fails to please. 

The sovereigns while the weary hours 

IX. 

And now before that royal pair 

In jewelled robes and gold arrayed, 
The hero rose with fearless air; 
And while the courtly crowd gave 
heed, 
The secrets of the unknown world 
With kindling eloquence unfurled. 
His glowing soul with rapture warms. 
To picture forth its varied charms ; 
Its balmy atmosphere, — its skies 
Stained with a thousand briliiant dyes— 



Mountains that lift their giant form 
Above the raging of the storm — 
Rocks — forests— rivers— lakes — whate'er 
To Taste's enchanted eye is dear — 
The herds that rove its wilderneKs, 
And birds of every gaudy dre^kS, 
Chanting their wild sweet melodies, 
To deserts rude and listless trees: 
Beneath a surface thus adorned 
Mines of exhausiless wealth inurned. 
All drink with eager ear the story. 
All yield the well earned palm of glory, 
'Tis nut in mortals to control 
The welling fountains of the soul : 
That once despised and cast out name 
Is given up to deathless fame. 

X. 

But now unfolds a darker page. 

And gloomier thoughts the mind engage, 

Ah ! well for thee, oh Spain, 
Could Time's destroying hand efface 
The memory of thy black disgrace, 

The deep undying stain. 
Which shades with many a ruddy streak 
The whiteness of thy faded cheek ! 
Oh ! shall Grief's bitter waters roll 
Their dark tide o'er the chastened soul ? 
The honeyed draft e'en while he sips, 
Turn to poison on his lips 7 
The siorm that wraps the mid-day sky 
In blackness, may pass harmless by \ 
Bui aye on Envy's baleful breath 
Rides the winged messenger of death, — 
The death of character — the worst 
That ever erring mortal curst; 
The soul's fierce, scathing, blasting 

blight. 
Which sends it, shrieking, to the shades 
of night. 

XI. 

Columbus viewed his sun decline, — 
His honor butchered at the shrine 
Of Calumny — ^but still he rose 
Above the malice of his foes; 
Suppressed the indignant flame which 

glowed 
Within a heart that never bowed: 
Till, all his meekness spent, at length 
Temptation came beyond his strength : 
But deep the hireling minion rued 
The day he roused kit boiling Mood. 
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XII. 

A wretched menial of the coort 
Had marked with pain his loAy port, 

And, fain to see that pride 
From its exalted station dashed, 

Words of deep insult plied. 
His mighty spirit long had borne 
Its wrongs and griefs in silent scorn ; 
But now he swelled — his dark eye 
flashed, 

His lips grew pale with ire : 
A moment's space, he vainly tried 
The transport of his rage to hide. 

Bat as the pent up fire 
Which straggles m the crater's side. 
An instant, ere the crimson tide 

It pours tumultuous down — 
The burning lava's wide-spread wave. 
Whelming in one vast, liquid grave. 

Castle, and tower, and town — 
So burst his passion's fury forth ; 
He struck the minion to the earth ; 
Oft with his foot his person spurned. 
Venting the rage that in him burned. 



Xlfl. 

Years glide away. Still through the 

clouds, 
Whose dense black mass his glory 

shrouds, 
A ray of transient splendor gleams: 
A fitful ray, which just redeems 
The soul from utter darkness — all 
Beside, wrapped in Night's gloomy pall. 
One object filled his mind— one aim, 
Unchanged, unchangeably the same. 
No other dream his bosom haunted — 
No toil or fear his courage daunted. 
If joy came to his troubled breast, 
He hailed with cheerful smile the guest ; 
Or if Affliction's bitter cup. 
He bowed his head and drank it up. 
Till quenched the light of life, that head 
Rests sweetly on its towly bed. 
Oh ! have Columbia's sons no tear 
Of grateful sympathy to deck her injured 

hero's bier ? 

M. H. H. 
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The little village in which I have hitherto spent my days, is as 
beautiful and retired a spot as a man could wish to find. It lies io 
a sequestered valley, the existence of which is known to but few be- 
sides its inhabitants ; it is free from the care and bustle of the great 
world — the fever of speculation has not yet reached it — in short, 
though there may be some that resemble it more, there is none that 
deserves better the name of ' the happy valley,' than that quiet spot 
which was my birthplace. Yet it is not free from commotion and 
disturbance, and many and great revolutions have taken place within 
the narrow limits of the hills that encircle it. 

It is an old settlement, originally built by a colony of the peaceful 
society of Friends, and though many of them have gone and left no 
memorial, it still retains, in a measure, the quiet and sober character 
they 6r8t impressed on it. A little brook of clear water winds in a 
most circiiitous course through the valley, and one of the most en- 
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terprising of the settlers had dug out a channel, and by taking ad- 
vantage of the natural declivities of the place, a small stream of the 
water was made to flow quietly down, here spreading wide and shal- 
low over the smooth white sand, and there hurrying with a contracted 
current among the hills through which it ran to join its parent at the 
nearest point of a wide bend. At the commencement of the canal 
be had erected a mill, of which it might once have been said, that 
^^the very stones did prate of its whereabout," but now it was noth- 
ing more than a picturesque ruin. How well I remember that beau- 
tiful stream ! How often by sunshine or moonlight have I bathed 
and sported in its transparent water, or stretched myself in delicious 
indolence under the three tall sycamores which grew on its banks, 
and threw their vast branches completely over the stream, keeping 
k from sunrise to sunset in cool shade ! How often have we sailed 
ever it in boyish glee, and gathered the clusters of dark grapes or 
the green hazel from its wooded banks ! And how often too have I 
glided over its glassy surface, with the shouts of the merry skaters 
ringing in my ear, and — but enough of such recollections, they are 
all over now. Suffice it to say, there was hardly a tree or a rock 
but knew me. I was as familiar with every one of its beautiful 
scenes, as a fairy with her nightly haunts '^in the good green wood." 

At the distance of a mile from the village was an old but still 
handsome mansion, with a fine lawn stretching away from it on 
every side, here and there planted with clumps of magnificent old 
trees, which sheltered as well as adorned it, and surrounded by a 
thick hedge, the growth of many a year, which partially concealed 
it from the eye of the traveler. It had long been the residence of 
a wealthy and aristocratical family from the city, who spent there 
the summer, and were the nobility of the place. They were looked 
up to by the simple people of the country around, as beings of a 
superior order, and were imitated by the better sort in all their fash- 
ions and follies. The father was a benevolent old man, for he once 
gave me two apples and permission to gather all the chestnuts I 
could find on the estate. I recollect that they had a large pew in 
the church, and the father would stand up and utter the responses 
with an independent air, while the demure daughters would hide 
their fine faces and look solemn, conscious that the eyes not of God, 
but of the congregation, were on them. And then after church they 
would depart in state in the old carrriage, and whirl a great cloud of 
dust upon the foot passengers. But the two young ladies were mar- 
ried soon to some great people in the city, and then for two or three 
years the visits of the family to the country were not so regular. 
But soon the two younger daughters began to grow up, and when 
Miss Charlotte arrived at sixteen, she grew very romantic and would 
spend the whole summer out at Bushville. 

There was no school of any note in the town, and so one summer 
when they came out, the young ladies brought out a tutor with them, 
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under whom to pursue their studies. He was a conceited little mor- 
tal ; he wore a green frock-coat, walked with a brisk step, and nod- 
ded with a patronizing air to those with whom he had made acquaint- 
ance. He soon got into general favor, for lie had a word for every 
body, and sometimes, once at least, it was a word and a blow, for 
he gave me a hard cut with his switch, because, as he said, it was 
impolite in me to sit on the fence with my back to the road. I never 
liked him after that. He wrote poetry in the albums of all the young 
ladies in the village, and as he was '* quite a genteel young man," 
and " had evidently been brought up in good society," he became 
the beau of all the village parties and the supreme authority in all 
matters of taste, and I have the best authority for saying, that he 
made the hearts of several young ladies beat faster than there was 
any occasion for. But if Mr. Bunce was susceptible, he was by no 
means inclined to allow his susceptibility to run away with him, and 
he always maintained so much vigilance over his affections, as to 
keep them entirely under the control of his understanding. He 
had too high au opinion of his own merits, not to think of rising by 
them in the world, and being of an imaginative cast of mind, he would 
sometimes, in his hours of solitary musing, give the reins to his ima- 
gination, and lose himself in a wilderness of brilliant anticipations. 

For some time after his arrival at Bushville, he passed his time 
pleasantly enough. He figured among the ladies, which was his 
delight, and he was considered by all the young beaux of the place 
a very happy man. But how little do we know of the happiness of 
others! How often is he whom the world calls blessed, only the 
miserable victim of ennui or melancholy ! Notwithstanding all the 
felicitous circumstances in which he was placed, he was restless and 
unhappy, and his spirit was disquieted within him. Deep sighs 
would come unbidden from his bosom ; he lost something of his 
sprightly vivacity ; and he would sometimes be seen walking in the 
moonlight, with a slow and rather sorrowful step. But he neglected 
none of his duties; indeed, his solicitude for his fair pupils rather 
increased, and the eldest, who was his particular charge, occupied 
much of his leisure meditation. Like a most praiseworthy precep- 
tor, he often considered how he should render her pursuits agreeable 
to her, and strew with flowers the thorny road she was endeavoring 
to travel. 

Miss Charlotte W. was a young lady of about seventeen, small 
but finely formed, with long black ringlets and a full dark eye that — 
Mr. Bunce was not long in discovering her charms, and his wayward 
heart was gone, ere he knew it, past recovery. He was in love, and 
henceforth he was a changed man — not wiser, but sadder. He lost 
all relish for his former pleasures, and delighted to sit gazing on the 
face of his fair pupil, as she read or studied, unconscious of his ar- 
dent look, or he would sit by her side and explain the mysteries of 
science, or lead the way out of the intricate mazes of some tedious 
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algebraical problem. Those were to him happy moments, and when 
the sisters would walk out in the evening, with him for their protec* 
tor, he would generally manage to separate his beloved from the rest, 
and walk with the most devoted attention by her side. Or as they 
returned in the cool twilight, he would lead the conversation to senti- 
mental things, and utter with a faint heart some word or hint of love. 
But the gentle Charlotte either did not or would not understand, and 
so matters were for a time stationary, while the disease fed day by 
day upon the poor man's vitals. Whether it was that she was a little 
coquettish, and had no objection to listen to the soft words of the 
tender-hearted Nathaniel, or whether she was really in ignorance of 
his feelings, I cannot say ; at any rate she threw no obstacles in his 
way, and gave him no reason to think she was displeased, while he, 
poor man, would construe the most innocent word into a token of 
javor, and live for a week upon a smile of common civility. At 
length, however, he began to take courage. The old maxim, that 
^' faint heart never won fair lady," brought to him, as it has to many 
a better man, some measure of boldness, and he ventured, though 
with considerable trepidation, upon a more open avowal of his affec- 
tion. Accordingly, he procured some tinted paper, and penning a 
sonnet in his best style, he placed it in one of her books and waited 
in silence the event. To his surprise, she took no notice of it, and 
as he did not like to ask any questions, and she behaved very inno- 
cently, he supposed it could not have met her eye. On the whole, 
however, he thought it not best to venture upon a repetition of the 
experiment. But as he met with no repulse, his courage began to 
increase, and once he was even on the point of uttering the irrevoca- 
ble words, when his heart failed him, and the opportunity was lost. 

Thus things went on — a whole month passed away and he had 
' never told his love.' Yet it was strange that she could be ignorant 
of it — she surely ought at least to have suspected it, but she showed 
no signs of suspicion. Her silence however encouraged him — he 
dwelt upon the obstacles till they no longer seemed formidable, and 
be resolved to use the first favorable opportunity chance might give 
him. Thus screwing his courage to the sticking point, he waited 
with the most exemplary patience for the time to come. 

At last it came. It was a soft, still day — the heat of August bad 
been tempered by a storm the day before, and Nathaniel was invited 
to accompany the ladies on a walk by the stream before mentioned. 
He complied with delight, and was ready in a moment with his most 
engaging smiles to escort them. They sallied forth, and he resolved 
to find some occasion of saying what most he wished. It would be 
useless to recount his many acts of courtesy and kindness as they 
passed on their way, how he tore his unmentionables and pricked 
his fingers in scrambling after wild roses for his adored — ^how he al- 
most fell into the water reaching after pond lilies with a pole a little 
too short, and how once, in the fullness of his attentions, he carelessly 
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Stepped into a ditch which crossed the path, and splashed the daik 
mud over the dress of his companion. 

At length they reached the place. The path which for a short 
time before had been leading them from the river, now turned, and 
through the tangled briers and decaying trunks of trees, brought 
them to a lovely little spot at the water's edge. It was but a few 
yards in extent, but the grass was green and smooth and free from all 
obstructions. At the back rose a large rock, and two or three others 
were scattered about, which afforded convenient seats. In front was 
the clear, mirror-like water reflecting with beautiful accuracy the 
trees and skies, while beyond was a rich tract of meadow stretching 
away towards the distant hills, over which the declining sud was now 
throwing his parting rays. Here they remained for some time, till 
one of the younger sisters suggested that they should proceed to a 
spot some distance farther, which they designated by the name of the 
Arbor. Miss Charlotte, however, was fatigued, and did not wish to 
walk farther, and as both the younger ones were desirous of visiting 
the place, it was arranged that they should proceed on, while Na- 
thaniel and Miss Charlotte should go slowly homeward and wait for 
them in the avenue. How did the poor man's heart beat within 
him as their voices died away in the distance and were heard no 
more. He walked on by her side in silence, for his set speeches 
fled from his treacherous memory as soon as he was alone with her. 

At length she spoke. '^ You seem silent this evening, Mr. Bunce. 
I hope you are not unwell." 

'^Not bodily. Miss Charlotte, but I have of late felt something of 
that ' hope deferred which maketh the heart sick.' " Here Nathaniel 
put his hand to the left side of his waistcoat and looked with a senti- 
mental air over the front of the lady's bonnet ; Charlotte blushed, 
and said nothing, for she suspected what would come. 

Again there was silence ; for though she made several attempts to 
turn to another subject, she received only a simple assent from her 
companion, and thus in evident embarrassment they passed on till 
the house was full in view. They arrived at the spot where they 
were to wait for the rest of the party, and here Nathaniel forced 
himself to speak. He had but a few minutes, for he saw that the 
others were not far ofi*, and therefore in a hurried manner he told all 
that was in his heart. Charlotte could not but feel sorry as she lis- 
tened to him and blamed herself for not stopping the matter at an 
earlier period. She could not say what would give him pain, and 
therefore she spoke not of her own feelings but referred him to her 
father, who she knew would as soon think of marrying the cook 
as of receiving his proposals. The voices of the two younger girls 
were now heard as they came laughing along, therefore the hero 
and the heroine took some pains to look as unconcerned as possible, 
and to say as plainly as actions could, that nothing unusual had hap- 
pened. They met and proceeded rather silently home. 
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That Digbt Mr. Bunco lay down a happier man — a burden had 
been taken from his mind. True, bis encouragement was but slight, 
but be did feel encouraged, and the more he thought of it the better 
was he satisfied. She had not said much, but maiden basbfulness 
bad prevented her saying more, and thus ere he slept he persuaded 
himself into a belief of his own blessedness. It remained now that 
be should see her father, and having gone thus far it was not so dif- 
ficult to persevere. He contrived, accordingly, to meet the old gen- 
tleman in a day or two, in one of his walks over the farm, and join- 
ing him, they proceeded in company. 

But if Nathaniel had experienced difiiculty in communicating to 
the lady herself the state of his affections, notwithstanding all his 
encouragement and preparation, be found it almost impossible to 
speak to the father. Fathers in general are so unfeeling and cruel, 
and this one in particular was so irritable and passionate that he might 
well fear to meddle rashly with any thing in which he might cross 
the old gentleman's inclinations, especially on a point in which he 
must be so much interested. Hitherto the squire had suspected 
nothing, and therefore the tutor could receive no assistance in the 
form of questions or remarks, but was left to tell his story in the 
best manner he was able. At length, however, he succeeded in 
making himself understood, though not without receiving one or two 
glances from his companion, which fairly made his heart sink within 
bira. When he had finished, the old gentleman put his hands be- 
hind him, and without any reply, walked hastily on whistling as 
be went. They soon reached the house, and the squire calling him 
into a little office in which he transacted his business, took some 
bank notes from the desk and handed him his salary for the next 
quarter, without saying a word. Thus far he had been calm, and 
scarcely any token of uncommon displeasure had shown itself, but 
when Nathaniel began with evident signs of weakness to speak of 
"the young lady," the squire's smothered wrath, which had been for 
some time accumulating, burst forth like a ihunder-clap. "Get 
out, you hypocritical knave ! Off-^be gone." Nathaniel made a 
hasty move towards the door — " out of the house ! you whining 
scoundrel, and if ever I see you again on the premises, I'll give you 
cause to repent your impertinence." 

The poor man was fairly crushed — all his high hopes withered at 
once. He made an attempt-to speak, but it only increased the old 
man's violence, and he was driven to take refuge in his solitary 
chamber, and to prepare for his departure. He delayed as long as 
he could, hoping to get a sight of his beloved ere he went, but she 
was closeted with her father, and at length he walked forth 'alone, 
a banished man.' He was, however, by no means disposed to give 
up all. He still had hopes that the young lady was not so averse 
to his wishes as her father, and he resolved to remain in the village 
till he could obtain some further information with regard to her feel- 
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ings towards faim, and thus decide upon the course he should pursue. 
He left therefore a direction that his goods and chattels should be 
sent to the village inn, where he had an acquaintance with the host- 
ess and her daughter, and whither with a saddened heart he now 
wended his lonely way. 

The family he had left remained quite in a state of confusion. 
Squire Wilmer walked up and down the room, now talking to Miss 
Charlotte — now venting his rage in applying to Nathaniel all the 
contemptuous and injurious epithets his fancy could suggest — and 
now for want of something else to say, whistling in silence. Thus 

Eassed the evening with them ; but with Mr. Bunce it was different, 
[e sat at the window of his little room at the inn, gazing at the 
moon and stars, and musing in a melancholy mood over the occurs 
rences of the day. He threw himself upon the bed, but sleep fled 
iirora him, and after a restless and uncomfortable night he rose to 
enter upon a tedious day. Two whole days passed on ; Nathaniel, 
afraid to approach the house, heard nothing from the inmates ; 
but on the morning of the third, as he was walking in the street, be 
saw on the opposite side a negro servant of the family. He was a 
waggish fellow, fond of fun, and he had sometimes ventured to play 
bis pranks even upon Mr. Bunce himself, and he how saluted him 
with a grin that might be either of pleasure or of triumph. Nathan- 
iel could not lose such an opportunity of learning the state of things 
in his late domicil, and he therefore crossed and addressed him. 

" Good morning, Sam, how are they all at home this rooming ?" 

"All very well, sir, 'cept Miss Charlotte, sir. Miss Charlotte not 
been well since you left, sir. Mr. Wilmer went down this momin', 
sir." 

" Ah 1 has Mr. Wilmer left town ? when will he return ?'* 

" He and Mr. George comin' up to morrow, sir." (This was an 
elder brother of Charlotte's.) 

Nathaniel had now learnt enough. " My respects to the ladies, 
Sam — I suppose they are at home ?" 

" Yes, sir — good mornin', sir." 

Nathaniel returned to his chamber. His resolution was taken— 
be would see Miss Charlotte that afternoon, and then — circumstances 
would decide the rest. Slowly did the hours roll on, but the time 
at last came, and Nathaniel, in his best apparel, set out from bis 
habitation on the errand that lay nearest his heart. He passed the 
well known fields and woods, — he walked under the lofty elms, — he 
even laid his hand upon the great iron latch of the gate without much 
trepidation, but here his heart began to fail him. Suppose — but it 
was too late now to stay for suppositions, and he resolutely went on. 
At last he stood at the door, and gave a feeble tap with the huge 
brass knocker. He waited some moments for an answer, but no one 
came. He took courage, he had not been heard — he passed to the 
other end of the piazza and knocked again. He heard a door shut, 
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iben a heavy footstep— in a moment more the half door swung open, 
and the squire himself stood before the astonished tutor. Nathaniel 
was completely taken by surprise. The idea that the old gentleman 
might not have left home had never entered his mind, and had he 
seen a ghost he could not have been more confounded. He stood 
and stared into the squire's face without uttering a <vord. The 
silence however was not of long continuance. " Well, sir, and what 
now !" were the first words of the excited father. 

" I did not know — 1 was not aware — I thought" — 

" Oh ! you did, did you ? Robert ! Sam ! 1*11 teach you to" — 
the remaining words were lost — the squire drew from behind the 
door his trusty staff, and Robert and Sam appeared promptly at their 
master's summons. " Seize him— catch the scoundrel !" exclaimed 
the infuriated squire. 

Nathaniel was off like a shot, and his three pursuers were after him 
down the broad path to the river towards which he had unconsciously 
bent his way. He hastened on until he came in sight of the water, 
and recollecled that there was no way of escape there. He looked 
back. The old man was moving rapidly onward, and the two ne- 
groes were somewhat in advance of him, and both between himself 
and the road. He quickened his pace, and at last seeing that bis 
only hope was in passing before them, he broke into a full run. On 
he went, and they at his heels, but he was litde accustomed to ac- 
tive exertion, and he saw that they were gaining on him. He could 
run too but little farther, for the water was now full before him. 
What was to be done ? He had but a moment to deliberate, for 
they were close upon him. Should he allow himself to be taken ? 
The idea was humiliating, and a glance at the squire's cane made it 
torture. There was no alternative, and with a rueful look at his 
pursuers, Nathaniel gathered up the skirts of his coat under his 
arms — rushed into the water, and shuffled through with all imagina- 
ble speed. 

Once on the other side, he was safe, and he breathed freely. He 
waited not to hear the maledictions which followed him, but turned 
behind the bushes, and after wandering till it was dark in the woods, 
returned wet, hungry and unhappy. Whether the poor man's ardor 
was effectually cooled by his bath so that his former feelings no longer 
remained, or whether he was too fearful of the squire's wrath to re- 
main any longer in the village, I know not ; but when the morrow's 
sun rose he was snugly ensconced in a corner of the stage on his 
way to the city. His sudden departure excited no little surprise 
amoqg the dames of the village. He no longer attended their little 
parties, or gallanted them or their daughters through the town. He 
left it at once and forever, and his name was no more heard among 
the gossips of Bushville. 

TOL. XI. 14 
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A DEFENSE OF THE STUDY OF MIND. 

The ancient could call the soul a spark stolen from the skies — an 
emanation from the Deity — a drop from the essence of infinite Spirit. 
The modern can admire its colossal greatness, its gigantic power, and 
Its wide control. But most have agreed in turning away from its study 
with disgust. They have been contenied to see its power displayed 
on the surface, rather than acting underneath. Many might shelter 
themselves from just invective under the plea of incapacity to ap- 
preciate its excellence. But more act from ignorance. They seem 
to imagine, that as the study of mind presents little or no ornament 
in itself or in its results, it is therefore barren of profit and pleasure. 
Their eye seems formed only for colors. Whatever captivates not 
their senses, but sues their attention in a homely garb, is met habit- 
ually with a cold repulse. They wage a perpetual crusade against 
the display of mental power, unless it be expended in blending and 
perfecting before them the beauties of visible and tangible nature. 
If they admire the poet, it is not because in him is mirrored forth an 
exalted genius, so much as because that genius has gathered around 
ihem the seleclest objects that attract the sense. The wise man's 
pleasure — to shut the eye and ear, and hold protracted converse 
with one's self — would be to them a destiny as bitter as ever Tanta- 
lus or Sisyphus could mourn. Tiie study of mind rises above all 
the pursuits which terminate in an acquaintance with colors, forms 
and qualities. It rises above the fictions of poetry. It leaves the 
research of the antiquarian, the speculations of the curious, and the 
collected stores of the erudite, far behind it. Yet when the panora- 
ma of human society has been spread before us, our eye has fol- 
lowed the finger of eulogy to every thing but the study of mind. 
The swollen tome, the gilded lay, and the inspiring tongue have been 
lavish in their praises of those whose studious zeal and quick success 
know only the compass of the present ; while the laborious inves- 
tigator of the greatest object — mind, has been left in forgotten soli- 
tude, to live unnoticed and to die unknown. 

Perhaps nothing besides Philosophy in its original and higher sense 
so fully merits the civic crown, for its services to the world, as Poetry. 
It has been the nurse of genius, the mother of civilization, and the 
handmaid of the arts ; and its services have always been reciproca- 
ted with filial reverence and praise. But, while poetry has nurtured 
the infancy of letters, or won and fired maturer intellect, the study 
of the mind has elevated and instructed all who have shared its 
blessings. If Greece could at first listen only to the wandering 
bard^ who, with a sweet prelude on his harp, sang his poem in her 
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temples, if she could dandle on her knee only the child of Apollo 
ifid the frietod of the rouses, she could yet lean, in the decrepitude 
of age, upon the arm of him who taught the simple and the wise. 
If Rome could imitate her glorious career, and like her, deify the 
poet, that philosopher of nature, she could also remember him with 
affection, who forgot to study earth that he might know its lord. 

Let it not then be imagined, that the study and science of mind 
have been wholly despised by the nations of antiquity. What 
if any one mental philosopher may have been despised in his life- 
time? When the triumphal arches, obelisks and trophies of his co- 
temporaries have been mingled with their kindred dust, the memorial 
of his greatness has been as fresh in its glory as if it were but a 
creature of yesterday. But perhaps he was despised, not for his 
opinions, or the advocacy of them, but notwithstanding them. The 
union of mental philosophy with politics and religion, the jarring in- 
tercourse of the petty Grecian states, or of the Roman provinces, 
placing, as it did, the public instructor in the very front of the battle, 
and an extreme veneration for opinions settled in previous ages, 
though by unskillful hands, combined to cripple him in every thing 
like unshackled inquiry, and bold opposition to sanctioned authority. 
Yet if he has gone down with sorrow to the grave, posterity in after 
times has uniformly reversed the decision, which would have loaded 
him with obloquy. 

Let not then poetry be called the only favorite of the enlightened 
past. While Greece and Rome have taught us, that though in the 
wayward enthusiasm of youth, they could be satisfied but with beauty 
then in actual being ; yet at a riper age they were not contented 
without examining that agent — mind, whose power of fancy and of 
thought could make a vale of Tempe out of the darkest concavity 
that nature ever scooped, or gather new brightness into the most ra- 
diant point on high. 

But there is a voice more deep and decisive than any from the 
tongue of man, that testifies in favor of the study of mind. It is 
the voice of experience. The importance of this study has been 
found to be commensurate with the ignorance of mankind. When 
the nations have been invested with the darkness of ignorance and 
vice, it has been because the philosophy which reveals what the 
study and knowledge of mind comprehend, has been neglected or 
perverted. When society has maintained its proper elevation of 
character, the presence and influence of this philosophy may have 
attracted no notice. But they have been as essential as the elec- 
tric fluid in physics, which likewise would have been unobserved 
bad the balance of nature been never disturbed. Yes ! when that 
presence has been withdrawn, how sensible has been the void 1 
During the slumber between the closing day of ancient greatness 
and the dawn of modern glory, the world enjoyed but a restless re- 
pose. And was that inquietude strange ? Go ! learn its cause from 
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the wild Arab who left the' wilderness to teach philosophy to Europe. 
Go ! learn the philosophy of that period, but remember that your 
instructors are Avicena and Averrhoes. Go ! see the wild Moor 
studiously copying into his own tongue the philosophy of Greece. 
Philosophy had been cramped and smothered, and in its struggles 
for life, it could not but convulse the body which it had animated ; 
while deafened and tongue-tied by law. it bade the wild Nomades, 
who had overrun Europe, stop in their wanderings to speak its prai- 
ses and defend its cause. 

It sought an asylum in the open and generous stranger who knew 
not what it was to violate the laws of hospitality ; and under the 
umbrage of his favor, revisited the scenes of its youth. The sick- 
ly atmosphere which it there inhaled, and its struggles for liberty 
and life, left it enervated and almost destroyed. Yet it was destin- 
ed to rise again from the dust. The breath from the four quarters 
of the heavens blew. Bone came to bone, sinew to sinew ; and 
again it stands before us ^^ a thing of life." Resuscitated, it looks 
around for the mementos of former days. In the midst of its re- 
searches, it finds the ruins of those eternal monuments which the 
spirits of other days had erected. Their treasures are laid bare. 
The inscriptions of their greatness are copied and deciphered. The 
events of by-gone ages are unfolded ; and the admiring world is in- 
troduced to the society of the most exalted of our race. The an- 
cient now converses with the modern, while the latter, fired with 
new energy in so ennobling society, bursts the bands of ignorance, 
and stands forth disenthralled from an iron bondage. 

Among ^he advantages of the study of mind — its nature, powers 
and destiny, not the least which presents itself to us, is, that it re- 
veals to us its true dignity and elevation. We are thus inspired 
with that respect for ourselves, which is our only safeguard against 
vice, and our guide to greatnesO We are led to contemplate oiir- 
itlves, and in that contemplatidrT, to rise above ourselves. It teach- 
es the orator what springs he is to touch, to move the world. It 
alone can inspire him with that confidence in himself and bis cause, 
which will ensure his success. It raises the poet from the contem- 
plation of breathless or animate nature, to that of the immortal and 
godlike. Thus it is that he ''in himself is lost," and finding that 
he is " midway from nothing to the Deity" — " a beam ethereal," 
and " a god," kindles into rapture, as, through the glass of nature, 
be views his Creator — God. 

*' Yes, in my spirit doth thy Spirit shine, 
As shines the sunbeam in a drop of dew." 

No longer will he sing of gods, who are but deified men, or the 
mere elements of Nature personified. Nor will he longer see the 
Divinity holding dalliance with earthly joys. If, in the contempla- 
tioD of himself in his intellectual nature^ ht is lost in admiration, be 
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will infer that He who is the Supreme in all conceivable perfection, 
will be niost delighted in surveying also Himself , — the only pattern 
of all that is great and glorious. To surround him, then, as he pic- 
tures bis abode, with the vile beings of earth, would be a task more 
revolting than to present the purest intellects below in the most 
loathsome forms of the reptile world. But, as the poet has been 
the great regulator of society, he not only becomes thus elevated 
himself, but like the bird, that bears its eaglet upward, and bids it 
eye the sun and thither bend its wing, he bids the high and low to 
look upon their God, and bathe their spirits in his melting radiance. 
An accurate studied knowledge of the mind also promotes reli- 
gion. We must know ourselves— -our capabilities, propensities and 
destiny, to know our duties. We must know, that, within these 
earthly tenements, are spirits destined to escape the bounds of time. 
We must understand their frame and nature, that, while they are 
but in the infancy of their being, we may secure for them a tone 
and nerve, which, through the vast range of their existence, will 
freshen them with unending bloom. If from " gods," we have be- 
come " worms," we ought to learn how we may leave our mean es- 
tate, and gain our former glory. Even in the absence of revelation, 
the study of mind, with the lamp of Nature, will tep^'^h us how to 
^^reascendJ^ This alone gives us a solid consciousness of our pow* 
ers and interests. When Cicero was bewildered by sophistical ar- 
gument, and almost pronounced himself the creature of chance, one 
penetrating gaze within banished the thought that would rob him of 
his dignity. A similar reflection upon his nature and faculties, ena- 
bled Socrates to prove that there was a Divinity around and within 
us, and constituted him the great High Priest of the temple of Na- 
ture. Well did he inquire of one, who admired the genius which 
had animated the pictured canvass, and the sculptured marble: 
'' And do you not much more perceive, with admiration, the design 
and wisdom betrayed in the mysterious specimens of living, acting 
beauty around you?" " / am," was the spirit of his proof, "and 
surely Thou must fre." Let us, for a moment, exchange points of 
time with the venerable ancient. As we now contemplate mind, 
we look around us for its author. But all within our sight is under 
its control. We behold its possessor, man, the lord of this lower 
creation. Where then was his nativity ? . Did earth bring him forth ? 
He rummages its bowels, and rifles it of its treasures ; while he 
spurns to repose his hopes and feelings in its bosom. Did he start 
into being from the mighty deep ? Even the small heat of summer 
will transform the liquid mass into a veil of gossamer, which the 
wind will gather together, fold upon fold, in its storehouse. Came 
he from the air ? His spirit in its flight laughs at the rapid light* 
ning, pacing far behind. Or, did the 6re usher him into being ? 
This can subsist only on matter. But the soul of man possesses the 
element of unending life. Around him can be found no creator but 
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bimseir. The elements of the world, fleeting and decaying as they 
are, could never learn to fashion a spirit, that could chain them in 
their fury, and employ them to subdue each other. Analogy teach- 
es us the identity of nature between the parent and its offspring. 
Thus we shall refer his origin to another, superior to himself in that 
which alone constitutes him, in so considerable a degree, the con- 
trolling power of Earth. The Superior Intelligence, to which Na- 
ture thus points us as man's creator, revelation styles our Father, 
and our God. The study of the mind teaches us also our duty to this 
God. By learning ourselves^ we learn what actions we approve. We 
tee, we feel the smile of conscience. But He, who has thus cre- 
ated us, having powers similar to our own, must also be able to dis- 
tinguish between the evil and the good. Were he malicious and ty- 
rannical, he would not have given to us an inward disposition to ap- 
prove the good, since he would thus place his creation in perpetual 
contrast with its creator. He would the rather form us in his oum im- 
age, as all wish to have others consentaneous with themselves. 
Hence knowing what we approve, we know his pleasure, which we are 
as truly bound to perform as if it were sanctioned by a command. 
Hence we know our duty to him, and become a law unto ourselves. 
What has been already remarked, will naturally suggest to the 
reflecting mind the influence of correct theories of the mind, in its 
nature, powers and progress, upon the welfare of society. The 
casuist, that probes the corruptions of error, finds its virulence to lie 
in incorrect views of the nature and power of the mind. " Know 
thyself," is the recipe which he presents. The enlightened philan- 
thropist refers the relative degradation of society to corresponding 
conceptions of the dignity and glory of the mind. He beholds the 
despot deny the lamp of knowledge to his subjects, with the hope of 
securing his authority under the leaden scepter of ignorance. He 
turns to the people, and finds them glorying in their shame. Not 
knowing that within them is a fountain of pleasure, they cleave to 
Che earth for enjoyment, and, determining to fathom its resources, 
wallow in its mire. Thus it is, that all whose zeal or profession 
lead them to disclose the sources of public danger and happiness, di- 
rect us to a knowledge of ourselves, as our only safeguard. The stoic, 
who could base morality on a contempt of happiness, and look with 
indifference on a future state of rewards, beheld, with a frigid soul, 
every attempt to meliorate the condition of his species, while, by 
his morose and bitter aspect, he rendered virtue, whid|i he thus 
bleared and mutilated, an unwelcome object to the wond. Thus 
be drew the veil over every brightening prospect of human life, and 
palsied the active energies of the world. The Pyrrhonist.. who ques- 
tioned the authority of consciousness, and the testimony of the senses, 
doubted his own existence, and conceived the ties of society to be 
the mere cobwebs of a dreamy imagination. What then mattered 
it to him, that the sacredness of marriage was violated^ the rights of 
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property disregarded, and life itself thrown away, as the sport of 
cruelty. It was all but a dream. The materialist, who could say 
that the soul resided in the blood, and was mere sensibility itself, 
said with Catullus, "suns may set, suns may rise, but when our sun 
of life is set, there follows a perpetual sleep." He carried into praC" 
iice the sensual maxim, " Eat and drink, for to-morrow we die." 
No scene of debauchery was too low for him to play the actor. The 
cords that moored society in a calm haven, he severed, and left it to 
float, weather-beaten and broken, without helm or rudder, to de- 
struction. So too, in modern time, the Mahometan, who believes 
that we act only as under the iron yoke of absolute predestination, 
rushes madly into any danger. The raging epidemic he will use no 
means to stay in its progress ; while he will stand, with the iciest 
soul, amid the glow of all the sympathies of our nature. The Hin- 
doo, who says that God is an immense ocean ; and himself but a 
phial, floating in its bosom and filled with its substance, which at 
death breaks and mingles its contents with their kindred element-— 
losing j-egard for the future, takes his fill of the present. He is God, 
and God can do no wrong. — Such is the complexion, which a wrong 
mental philosophy gives to the face of human society. As soon 
might we hope to fly. as to climb, blindfolded, to any glory. In the 
absence of all knowledge of ourselves, our capacities, powers and 
nature, legulation could have no existence. Were some favored 
few able to frame a code of laws, worthy of the name, the ignorant 
many would be beyond its influence, but as they felt its rod. Against 
such complete ignorance, God, it is true, has made a provision. Our 
consciousness reflects, with perfect certainty, the image of our busy 
selves, and, if unobscured by sophistry or perverted philosophy, that 
image cannot but be seen. But, when superstition or despotism 
have enshrouded the mind, or rendered its perception oblique, then 
it is that the mental philosopher must call forth the hidden spark of 
of knowledge from the mind. When the sophist would swell into 
undue importance any phenomenon of the mind, the mental philoso- 
pher must show its relative bearing, the extent of its influence, and 
bow much it is itself controlled by higher laws and more command- 
ing facts. Or when, from co-existence, two things are alledged to 
sustain to each other the relation of cause and efifect, and this asserted 
relation is made the basis or modification of important reasoning, he 
is to show the latent fallacy, and prevent the error which would oth- 
erwise be consequent. Or, if at any time physical facts and rela- 
tions are used to reflect to our easy apprehension the acts or laws of 
the mind, he must convince us that matter can be employed, neither 
as an allegory, nor as hieroglyphics, to body forth to the ear, or eye, 
the truths of mental science. 

When the genius of man was rising from its grave, it was mental 

{ihilosophy that prepared its abode, and pointed it to a high career, 
t was not till the dignity of the mind was appreciated, that the chains 
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of authorized opinion became as tow, in the hands of the sage. And 
it was not till these were broken, that genius ever mounted upward. 
The queries that mind then proposed to itself, were such as be is 
fabled to have asked, who, as the story would have it, awoke into 
being, in the maturity of manhood, on a solitary isle — " WheDce 
came I? What am I? Whither am I bound?" Who can hear 
them propounded in the controversies of the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries, in reality, though not in form, without the intensest inter- 
est. They arc the language of the first aspirations of mind. And 
how do our grief and admiration alternate, as we see '' this spark of 
the divinity" thrust by its own fiat into the deepest shades ''of 
nothingness,^' and afterwards behold it tired of its abode, " through 
upper and through middle darkness borne," hasking in the light of 
Him, in whom all the magnificence of heaven and earth is lost. 
After it had assumed its true position on the scale of excellencej 
and its spirit of research was abroad in the earth, exploring nature 
and tasking her powers for the benefit of art, those of the finest 
mould in every nation came together, each with his hammer and 
chisel, and with their collected talent, formed a frame-work which 
Hiram's wealth and Solomon's taste might emulate in vain — ^the 
temple of the mind. Within its sacred walls, the studious and the 
learned, the philosopher and the logician, the poet and the orator, 
have ever since ofi^ered up their vows and sacrifices. 

Let not then that study, which has awakened genius, be trodden 
under foot. He who would exterminate his species and glut himself 
with blood, might leap exulting upon the mangled corpses of his 
enemies ; he might even insult the dead, and outrage, in his fury, all 
our feelings, and yet he innocent, compared with him who sneers at 
the untiring industry of the sage, that spends his days in unravelling 
the mysteries of the mind. His is a study, without which no other, 
whether in art or science, can come to maturity and be divested of 
the false glare of speculation and theory. 

Y. T. S. 



LINES, 



PENCILED IN AS ALBUM OP "SELECTIONS." 



An Album — what a piiy 'lis | That drew it from its native sand, 

That one so elephant as this — { Than own the jewels of a king, 

Designed to be the jewel-case, ! When made the robber's oflering. 

Where each his own true gem may place, 
Should be filled up with borrinccd ware, ! ^^"«»ivc sun I'd rather glow, 



Though very rich, fori»oolh, and rare ! 

rd rather have a diamond crude 
As human vision ever viewed, 
May I but take it from the hand 



Whence beams of mine can only flow, 
Though dim as yoodcr little star 
That twiukles in the heavens afar, 
Than be the moon, with borrowed lightp 
To gleam upon the frosts of night 

N. 
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REVIEW. 
POEMS. BT OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. 

Few of us in this world are so very prosaic, as not to be delighted 
occasionally with poetry. Moments are found in every profession, 
and crevices even in the closest hearts that need 61Hng up some way 
or other ; an^ this same ' some way or other' no other way, than 
stretching one's self lazily on his sofa, shoving by a monstrous effort 
his troubles from his mind, and surrendering himself to the pleasing 
lassitude of dreamy meditation. We never found the man so dull, 
or the mind so dead to the high and ardent revelings of a fine ima- 
ginatioD, that it did not sometimes love this employment. Wo never 
saw the roan — though we have seen those who professed otherwise — 
who could not by some means or other be betrayed into a confession 
of this, and thus prove the truth one of universal application, that 
every man is something of a poet. 

We do not mean by this that every man writes poetry, or attempts 
it even. Perhaps not one out of fifty on an average, is bent on 
making himself ridiculous. But we do mean to say, that every man 
has ftlt the power which the poet makes others feel, that there is 
that in him which sympathizes though he understand it not, and that 
in this sympathy he finds a pleasure when other things are tasteless. 
There is poetry in every thing that lives and breathes, and poetry 
in every thing that contributes to the happiness of all living intelli- 
gences. The clown who stops his plow and leans on his paddle- 
staff, hushing his own gay whistle to hear the gayer whistle of the 
rohin in the covert, gives evidence of the poetry in his nature. The 
&ct that a man never attempts the exercise of this power, is no evi- 
dence that he does not possess it ; while the fact that he is involun- 
tarily betrayed into an approval of its principles, proves it written on 
hb heart. Men are so betrayed when they admire a landscape, a 
cataract, or the rush of the ocean, giving evidence of the same sense 

voii. II. 16 
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of beauty wliich the poet possesses though differing in degree, yet 
they would laugh at you to tell them so. We have even beard some 
men condemn poetry, who are mehed into tears by music; and 
have heard them withhold the tribute to its merit, and yet confess 
its excellence. The secret of all this incongruity is, their ignorance 
of its nature ; for if, instead of regarding it as a gift for the few, they 
woukt see it^ as it is, a blessing for the many, the difficulty w^uld 
vanish. 

We know very well this is somewhat heretical, and that sonneteers 
and singers in scores will condemn it, and probably shut us forever 
from the pale of poetic good-breeding, nevertheless we shall hold to 
the doctrine and support it with all our eloquence. We never be- 
lieved in this exclusive right of poets, under which they have com- 
mitted all manner of abominations ; we never believed they had a 
right to all their eccentricities and to die in garrets. They are as 
much obliged to eat beef, to walk on Turkey carpets, and sleep on 
a bed of down, as the greatest lord of the land. The privileges ex- 
tended to them, have only made them the most miserable fellows in 
existence ; made them feet that like Cain every man's band was 
against them, and shut from society some of the noblest hearts that 
ever knocked against the ribs of mortality. A poet's heart is a 
fountain of the best feelings in the workl ; his susceptibility is such 
that he can find pleasure in little things as well as great, and there- 
fore there's no necessity for his being treated fastidiously ; his wit is 
as sparkling as the first foam on the summer stream, while bis face 
is a sort of looking glass in which every one may see good nature. 
He whiles off our leisure moments, and cheers us up when the heart 
aches ; he keeps alive the freshness of youthful feelings, and binds 
them like a green laurel around the brow of age; he wooes for us 
when we love, complains for us when we suffer, and when we die 
writes epitaphs. How in the world he got the privilege of being 
the only miserable body, no body knows. Ever since Dante was 
exiled and Tasso starved, it has been forced upon him that be was 
a favored person ; and under this belief he has exhibited weakness 
that put the world out of countenance, while all the rest of us have 
suflTered as much as he and yet bear it like men. 

Now one evil arising from allowing him this privilege is, the ten- 
dency to make fools. A young man no sooner finds within himself 
a longing to be something, than he takes it to be the incipient throes 
of genuine inspiration ; he therefore claps a laurel on his brow a la 
Tasso, or throws back his delicately wrinkled neckcloth a la Byron, 
and begins sighing to his mistress or bedeviling human nature. Now 
the result of all this is as we readily perceive, the desecration of the 
high art of poetry and the overstocking of bedlam. The genuine 
poet sees his noble profession degraded, the eagle comes down from 
its high altitude, and the philanthropist mourns over the waste of 
human energies, while the puling melody itself falling on our ears. 
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sthrs tbe stomach up like the tossing of the sea in a thunder storm. 
You can't reason young bards from such fits, any more than you can 
Teason music into a cart-wheel or poetry into a Dutch cheese, and 
«ach successive expostulation is considered by them as a renewed 
persecution of this ^ heart wearying world.' Parnassus becomes a 
huge charnel-house, or rather a dwelling for rooks and ravens judg- 
ing from the sound; the world has nothing cheering in it and is liter- 
4illy a vale of tears, while the stream of Arethusa is the stream of 
forgetfulness, under which they long to sleep from the oppressive 
iveigbt of human wo — lack-a-day I 

Another evil resulting from allowing them this privilege is, the 
destruction of all manly sentiment. Any one who reads the poetry 
of tbe present day, will see that the day of manly sentiment has 
mostly gone by ; that ease, brilliancy, force, and naturalness, the 
four greaft characteristics of good poetry, have given place to volup- 
tuous insipidity. How many are our poets who can be easy without 
weakness, brilliant without the show of it, powerful without bombast, 
and sioiple wkhout mawkishness ? We have one or two in each de- 
fiartroeat and but one or two ; while every year spawns its imitators 
in crowds and fools in every thing. The essence of pure poetry 
seems going from us, the crowd will catch up a piece of rani before 
tbe sweetest efforts of Cowper's muse, and it is to be feared that 
every thing will go — except the form. We shall hold that as we 
hold the shell picked up on the sea shore, which once * discoursed 
eloquent music,' but from its fractures can now do so no more ; or 
as we cherish the ' clayey fold' of a loved one, whose music breath 
has died on our ears forever. The sweet spirit which came in our 
summer dreams and breathed into our souls the awe of its witchery, 
shall come to us no more ; and the bright creations of our young 
imaginations shall pass away, and leave us but the dull cold realities 
of common day existence. The Gre breathed on the heart at its 
birth, is the last faint flashes of an extinguished altar, of which the 
poor dust and ashes left on it, are the only evidences of its Heaven- 
bom illumination. We shall be flung upon an age of utilitarianism— 
practicality will be the cry from tlie east to the west — and every 
thing which is pure and beautiful, every thing which is high and 
holy in the ideal world, will wither before it. The age of poetry 
wiM have become the age of folly ; the age of elevated and far 
reaching thought the age of visionaries ; while all that tribe of glo- 
rious spirits of the best days of letter'd Greece and Rome, and the 
lew who have followed them, will have become a tribe of madmen. 

Now to counteract this evil we need the prevalence of our doc- 
trine, viz. that poets — poets according to the received phraseology- 
are nothing different from other men. Surely there's a lack of mod- 
esty in some of their assumptions ; as, for instance, when they arro- 
gate to themselves certain prerogatives over other men, such as the 
right to starve, to shut themselves in garrets, live on bread and watefi 
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tnd take poison. By what right do they all this which extends not 
to other men, and why may not we if we find the world press us 
sorely, shift off our troubles ! When the doctrine shall be fully es- 
tablished, that poetry is nothing but manly sentiment in the garb of 
a pleasing imagination, it will once more become honorable. The 
flocks of croakers on the sides of Parnassus, will be swept away by 
the common sense of mankind ; and the few whose steadiness of 
wing sustains them at the top, will still stay there the admiration of 
the world. 

We have been helped to some of these notions by a little book 
before us, purporting to be writ by one O. W. Holmes^ — an unpre- 
tending one indeed, yet full of instruction. We thank the author for 
it, and in the spirit of gratitude take occasion to commend hira. At 
the present day we are almost afraid to take up a book of poetry, 
for we can generally tell its contents about as well before as after 
reading it, and a review were about as well when prepared on the 
same principles, a pretty good proof of the book's worthlessness. 
We have thought that Editors of magazines — and indeed we don't 
know but they do so— would do as well to keep some dozen or two 
on hand well written out with a few blanks for extracts. They 
would be handy in all emergencies, and we'll venture to say that in 
nine cases out often they would give just decisions. It is the same 
with them all, a few thoughts that look like inspiration, and all the 
rest a dead level of mediocrity ; and instead of stopping to descant 
on the merits of the performance, we pity the publishers. Not so 
with this little book of beautiful writing — beautiful we call it, not 
from interested motives or because we are bribed to it, but because 
it is beautiful. The name of the writer has come to us before with 
one or two playful little puerilities, yet such puerilities as made us 
wish to have more of him. There was always a sort of affected dis- 
like of his art, under cover of which we invariably detected a genu- 
ine enthusiasm ; and though he has doubtless imposed on many by it 
and made them think him in earnest, not so with us. A man of 
delicate sensibility, knowing well how a part of the world think and 
ipeak of poetry will shield himself in this very way, and we have 
always laid thus much sin at the door of Mr. Holmes. We have 
seen in him a love of his art, a delicate appreciation of a poet's pe- 
culiar situation, and have honored him for it. We always felt him 
to be a man of genius, and his book has not altered our opinion ; for 
in it he has given us some genuine poetry, and nobly vindicated his 
claim to the appellation. 

The distinguishing characteristics of Mr. Holmes' book, are man- 
liness and humor. We say of his booJc, we shall give our notions on 
what we think are the true elements of his character {id est his po- 
etic character) in the course of our article. The first thing that 
strikes is, that the writer has a way of saying a thing which is his 
OWB way, and that this is always manly. He casts bis thoughts in a 
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mould that shows bis familiarity with the best writers ; that be has 
beeo to the very fountain head for instruction, and come away bene* 
ficted by it. He knows how to be sentimental without silliness, and 
vigorous without violence ; and in such situations as we would think 
him most likely to fail, he has contrived to acquit himself with credit. 
He does not for the sake of a thought let himself down to it, but if 
he must have it he brings it up to his own station. Neither does be 
seem to have yielded to that most besetting sin of all clever writerSy 
a disposition to run as near to mawkishness as possible without fall* 
ing into it, and by a delicacy and a mastery of good language pro* 
duce something which we can't call bad, and yet for the life of us 
cannot give them credit for. We see nothing of this. On the con* 
trary, there is too little sentimentality ; and we could wish he had 
allowed himself more latitude where he shows himself so capable. 
He stops as if he were afraid of cloying us, and contents binoself 
with saying a little less than just enough. Now though we honor 
the motive here we could wish it otherwise. We would have Mr. 
Holmes indulge himself in that delicate vein of simple melancholy 
which is so full of pathos, which is always found in every genuine 
poet, and which he himself possesses in an eminent degree ; and 
though we know advice of this kind would let a host of evils on us 
if taken indiscriminately, yet we have no fears in giving it to a man 
like him whose good sense will surely never let him overstep the 
bounds of modesty. 

The other characteristic of this book is, its playfulness. We don't 
recollect ever to have met before, in any one book and written by 
one person, so many pieces of sparkling humor. Some of them are 
conceived in the happiest vein, and executed in the most felicitous 
manner. They have the advantage of being finished without the 
appearance of study — in fact seem to have dropped from the pen 
without effort. They open sly and soberly, about the middle you 
begin to suspect something, at last you lay aside the gentleman and 
literally roar. We notice also that there rarely or never recurs the 
same thought. The old Greeks and Latins set a bad example here, 
and all the luckless wights of modern times bent on showing up 
* the gift and faculty divine,' have done the same ; with this differ^ 
ence however, the ancients showed it was not for want of substance, 
while moderns have given evidence of a most immodest lack of this 
same commodity. The thoughts in this book are rarely or never 
diluted ; every line seems to have its business there, and the conclu- 
sion you come to after reading it is, that the thing is ' about done 
up.' Now this is saying a great deal. The art of writing a playful 
poem, easy yet vigorous, familiar yet original, and then to know just 
when to leave off, is the highest art of poetry. When we try to be 
natural, and select smooth and musical words to make the rhythm 
melodious, there is danger of letting the thought go for the word ; and 
while we are chasing after this phrase or that, twisting it about and 
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trying to knock tbe corners off that it may fit into the structure^ the 
spirit is gone. Any one at all familiar with writing knows also, that 
the thoughts suggested in the heat of composition seem original often 
when they are not ; and we take up many a manuscript after laying 
it by to cool, and find a work valueless which cost us a deal of la- 
bor. Mr. Holmes has steered clear of all this. Dean Swift's 
definition of a good style fits him exactly, ' proper words in proper 
places.' His words are well chosen, the rhythm is smooth, and in 
most cases the thought apparent at a glance. In his hands the Ian- 
guage is made to twist itself many ways ; yet the collocation is al- 
ways natural and the spirit preserved. The conclusion we come to 
is, that Mr. Holmes is a poet of very fine powers, and that he deems 
his art of importance enough to be studied and studied well. His 
book has delighted us, and as we said before we thank him for it. 

But we have not done with him. The reader will perceive we 
have all along carried the impression, of humor and manly senti- 
ment being his chief characteristics. This is true of his book, in 
which, with one or two exceptions, these qualities arc mostly promi- 
nent. But we said something back, of some different notions enter- 
tained by us about the true character of his genius — which we now 
return to. Nothing is more glaringly apparent in literary history, 
than the wonderful discrepancy we sometimes find, when we com- 
pare tbe works with the tvays of literary men. An author before 
the public is like a belle in a drawing-room, in bis very best ; every 
thing offensive is put out of sight, out of compliment to the com- 
pany. But this supposes the author's character bad — let us change 
the illustration. An author before tbe public is like a well educated 
lady, who out of favor to certain prejudices of the company avoids 
certain topics of conversation which are offensive to them. This 
suits our purpose better, and it is here we believe where our poet is. 
There is a delicate vein of the most melancholy witchery in him, 
which so far as we can judge he keeps aiming to suppress, and bis 
reason is doubtless the fact, that the common mass of mankind speak 
coldly of or do not understand it. We believe we can understand 
him here ; we believe that poetry with him is a sacred feeling ; and 
if he ever brings it up and lets it gush forth in the full freshness of its 
own deep melody, he feels very much as the ancients did when 
strangers laid hands on their household gods, it seems to him like a 
kind of desecration. We believe this the secret of our poet's not in- 
dulging himself in this kind of writing, and yet in this vein we be- 
lieve lies his power. We are strengthened in this by the fact, that 
the very finest specimens of real poetry in the book are of this char- 
acter ; and, also, that in the humorous pieces there is an under cur- 
rent of simple pathos, the more fascinating perhaps from the stinted 
quantities dealt out to us. The following is a specimen of what we 
mean. 
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'the last reader.' 

" I sometimes sit beneath a tree, 
And read my own sweet songs ; 

Though nonght they may to others be, 
Each humble line prolongs 

A tone that might have passed away, 

But for that scarce remembered lay. 

" I keep them like a lock or leaf, 
That some dear g^rl has given ; 

Frail record of an hour, as brief 
As sunset clouds in heaven, 

But spreading purple twilight still 

High over memory's shadowed hill. 

" They lie upon my pathway bleak. 
Those flowers that once ran wild, 

As on a father's care-worn cheek 
The ringlets of his child ; 

The golden mingling with the gray, 

And stealing half its snows away. 

" What care I though the dust is spread 

Around these yellow leaves. 
Or o'er them his sarcastic thread 

Oblivion's insect weaves; 
Though weeds are tangled on the stream. 
It still reflects my morning's beam. 

" And therefore love I such as smile 

On these neglected songs, 
Nor deem that flattery's needless wile 

My opening bosom wrongs ; 
For who would trample, at my side, 
A few pale buds, my garden's pride % 

" It may be that my scanty ore 
Long years have washed away. 

And where were golden sands before, 
Is nought but common clay; 

Still something sparkles in the sun 

For Memory to look back upon. 

" And when my name no more is heard, 

My lyre no more is known, 
Still let me, like a winter's bird, 

In silence and alone. 
Fold over them the weary wing 
Once flashing through the dews of spring." 
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" Yes, let my fancy fondly wrap 

My youth in its decline, 
And riot in the rosy lap 

Of thoughts that once were mine, 
And give the worm my little store, 
When the last reader reads no more !" 

Now this is exquisite poetry. It melts into the heart like the melo- 
dy of a dream when that heart is aching; and had our author written 
nothing else we should not soon forget him. The verse beginning 

' And when my name no more is heard,* 

is perfect ; and what Coleridge says of Shakspeare, that you cannot 
add or diminish by a word to advantage, is true here. Would any 
one believe after reading the above beautiful poem, that the same 
pen could trace the following, speaking of an old man — 

" My grandmamma has said, — 
Poor old lady, she is dead. 

Long ago,— 
That he had a Roman nose. 
And his cheek was like a rose 

In the snow. 

" But now his nose is thin. 
And it rests upon his chin 

Like a staif. 
And a crook is in his back. 
And a melancholy crack 
In his laugh. 

" I know it is a sin 
For me to sit and grin 

At him here ; 
But the old three-cornered hat, 
And the breeches, and all that, 

Are so queer 1" 

or this, of a girl's losing her lover : 

' Down fell that pretty innocent as falls a snow white lamb, 

Bsr hair drooped round her pallid cheeks like sea-tceed on a clam ;* 

or tbisy entitled 

'the height of the ridiculous.' 

" 1 wrote some lines once on a time 

In wondrous merry mood. 
And thought, as usual, men would say 

They were exceeding good. 

" They were so queer, so very queer, 

I laughed as I would die ; 
Albeit, in the general way, 

A sober man am I. 
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" I called my servant, and he came ; 

How kind it was of bim, 
To mind a slender man like me^ 

He of the mighty limb. 

" * These to the printer,' I exclaimed, 

And, in my humorous way, 
I added (as a trifling jest,) 

* There '11 be the devil to pay.* 

" He took the paper, and I watched. 

And saw him peep within ; 
At the first line he read, his face 

Was all upon the grin. 

" He read the next ; the grin grew broad, 

And shot from ear to ear ; 
He read the third ; a chuckling noise 

I now began to hear. 

" The fourth ; he broke into a roar ; 

The fiAh ; bis waistband split; 
The sixth ; he burst five buttons ofl; 

And tumbled in a fit. 

" Ten days and nights, with sleepless eye, 

I watched that wretched man, 
And since, I never dare to write 

As funny as I can." 

Ye ghosts of Momus ! look at it. The fellow holding his sides, 
frothing like a puppy got the hydrophobia, and the breeches flying. 
There's a scene for you to give tragedy the hysterics, or set the 
carved face on a brass door-knocker grinning. Well done, Mr. 
Holmes. 

We take occasion here to defend ourselves for not having quoted 
more; especially as the book is made up of such opposites, and 
would have illustrated our subject as we went along. But we alto- 
gether object to this, and hold it to be a grievous error in reviewing. 
If we were writing for columns that could afford to pay well, we 
would do so perhaps ; the thing helps to fill out, which is the reason 
doubtless why reviewers dose us so, and that their papers generally 
are worth nothing. Reviewers take no pains to analyze books, sum 
up the subjects, and give you the mind brought out there ; but it is 
dashing belter skelter, plastering here and daubing there, a few 
high flown words, about so much censure, concluding the whole with 
copious extracts, and this they call a review and get a dollar a page 
for it, quotha — pah ! we object to this. We are young, truly, and 
should therefore be modest. But we deem a review the spot for a 
reviewer's wits, not the reviewed altogether ; that he who does not 
oome to the work with this view had better let it alone ; and that 
voi,. n. 16 
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he were far better employed teaching adults black letter lines, or 
the initiatory mysteries of the horn-book. A review of a work 
ought to be a discussion of the principles of the work, which the 
author has chosen to show his judgment on ; always allowing, of 
course, sufficient room to do the author justice, and give the publk: 
just so much knowledge as they shall be able to judge whether or 
not to buy him. This we believe the proper object of reviews ; 
such would be instructing ; the points and principles of a volume 
may be condensed into a few pages, and a discussion take place over 
them that should elicit much information. 

We come now to the most disagreeable part of our work, viz. to 
censure ; but, by the way, we think the ' why and wherefore' of 
our fault-finding will be that which reviews generally have passed 
over. We shall not stop to point out certain obscurities we have 
heard urged, though they may be urged perhaps with some propri- 
ety. There are a few passages which require to be re-read to be 
understood clearly ; but when the reader will explain certain passa- 
ges in Milton, and hundreds of them in Byron we can point him to, 
why then let him blame Mr. Holmes if he chooses. Nor shall we 
stop to mentipn an evident failure, in the winding up of one or two 
of the humorous pieces. A humorous composition, one that hits, 
one that gets hold of you, one that makes you laugh ' in resolution's 
spite ;' such a poem must open ambiguously, begin to smoke in the 
middle, and go off with a flash. As a general thing he is very suc- 
cessful. As a specimen of genuine English humor we instance ^ The 
Music Grinders,' and the ' Oysterman,' and for one evincing the true 
Elian spirit, we instance ' The Song of the Tread-mill.' In fact this 
little moreeau gave us as much pleasure as some of Lamb's finest. 
We wish the last verse was better however — still, it is tart, pithy, 
and gloriously hun)orous. But the conclusion of the * Mysterious 
Visitor' is altogether unworthy the body of that poem ; and, as we 
understand it, the lines to the ' Portrait of a Lady,' are but Kttle bet- 
ter. But for all this we are well compensated on the whole by 
the rest of the book, so we let it go. But what we have to blame our 
poet for is, a fault which himself has confessed, viz. the admission 
of certain confessedly mediocre poems, to fill out the volume. Our 
remarks shall be rather severe here, as the thing particularly offends 
us. In the preface he says, ' having written comparatively little, 
and nothing of late years until within a few months, I could ill af- 
ford to be over nice in my selection.' Now this is a most odious 
confession-— odious because a man of his genius has no business to 
make it, and odious because the last part of the statement is false. 
He can aflbrd to be nice in his selection : however, if he cannot, he 
has no business to select at all. The thought appendaged, also, 
that the publisher must be gratified, is abominable — just as if, in 
building up the cause of literature, the object is to well tine the 
pockets of book-sellers. This is twisting things about with a ven- 
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geanoe. We always thought, that the supporting of publishers was a 
matter altogether iocideotal to the great work of advancing intelli- 
gence, and that the credit of writing a sound book took the prece- 
dence of the printing it. However it is one of the improvements of 
the age. We'll wager our poet any thing tltat we can pick out the 
very pieces inserted to swell the volume. What right have ^ La 
Grisette/ 'A Souvenir,' 'My Companions,' 'The proud Pedestrian,' 
and ' Evening, by a tailor' — what right have these by the side of 
the splendid opening on the fourth page, 'The last Reader,' ' The 
last Leaf,' ' To a Katydid,' ' The dying Seneca,' and twenty others 
we could mention ? There never was such a coupling since the 
days of Job. It may be said, a roan has a right to do what he likes 
with bis own — we deny it totally and forever. A man who can write 
good poetry, has no more business to write bad, than a man whose 
character is up for truth telling, gets a charter thereby to lie when he 
chooses. The man who professes to be good, and the man who 
has written a good book, have both committed themselves ; and by 
the very necessity of the case, become thereupon the more amena* 
Me to exact criticism. Every deviation for the wrong, subtracts just 
so much from the sum total of the right ; and the literary man will 
be just so far degrade in public opinion, as the adjunct of just so 
much good writing had lifted him. Besides, a man owes the public 
civility at least ; and, in our opinion, he fails as far who gives yoa 
a bad book as if be spit in your face. However, these remarks 
apply to every poet in the country-— one excepted — therefore let 
our poet forget not that he suffers in good company. The truth of 
it is, we like Mr. Holmes ; like his manner and method, and that too 
exceedingly, therefore we don't like to see him make himself ud- 
likeable. We would have all our poets as fastidious as Halleck is : 
for if a roan has written well, though he write no more, there will 
always be supposed the ability remaining ; and we believe mind is 
valued generally as we value good land, rather by its capability to 
produce than the quantity of production. 

Mr. Holmes has done well in this — his first volume we believe-— 
and we hope soon to see him in another. His fresh and manly style 
of writing, we hesitate not in saying is very creditable to our litera- 
ture, and will help refute the notion so vigorously cried up by a class 
of us, that this country is no place for poetry. 

We cannot forbear indulging in a few reflections here on the pres- 
ent state of our poetry in this particular. As to the charge that we 
haFe DO poetry — that our country cannot produce it — that the ele- 
ments of it are not here — that we must have ruined temples, dilapi- 
dated towers, and a dark and dim antiquity to back them — as to all 
this, we oppose the answer ; — go up among our loftiest mountains-— 
among their caves, and crags, and precipices — seat yourself on the 
ruggedest peak of the huge Allegany — see the long sweep of wide 
and rolling forest tops around you— ^mark their knotted aims twistad 
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op in many a wild convolution — think of that long and mighty line 
of dead warriors slumbering beneath them — imagine to yourself the 
wars and blood-shed, strifes and commotions also, before the axe of 
the white man came among them — then send your eye away beyond 
these forests — see our mighty lakes flashing here, our sweeping prai- 
ries and lone savannas stretching there — hear our mountain streams^ 
our cataracts, and the fearful dash of the ocean as it breaks against our 
country — look at all these, and then if you can, say we lack the ele- 
ments of poetry. The truth of it is, there is no lack of matter, if we 
had the spirit to give it life — there is no lack of material, if we only 
had the power to mould it into beauty. The fanes and crumbling 
palaces of Europe — grassed as they are and matted with the vines 
of centuries — rendered sacred by a splendid ancestry — and aided by 
that rich and solemn awe which tradition flings about them — with ali 
these, they cannot boast the fire and force and freedom, which burst 
npon us in our own country — which burst upon us in our scenery — 
' which burst upon us in our history — which burst upon us in our 
liberty — which burst upon us in our great and glorious institutions — 
which, by the consent of all, are the wonder of mankind. We ad- 
mit they were fitted for other days — we admit that the mind, slum- 
bering under the darkness and despotism of a galling superstition, 
must be fired at such altars — but we will not admit, that in a day of 
freedom like this, and in a country of freedom like this — in a day 
and in a country of social, moral, and political freedom, beyond 
what the world has known — that in such a day, and under such cir- 
cumstances, our poetry must be trammeled likewise — and that the 
human mind can find nothing to feed on, but the poor dust and ashes 
of a besotted by-gone age. There is a class of minds who are al- 
ways wrong — there is a class of minds who are always in darkness — 
there is a class of minds who are always clinging to the ignorance of 
the past — ^who can see nothing in the wonders and improvements 
of the age, beyond a useless innovation — the evidence rather of the 
imbecility than the glory of mankind. But the march of the great 
mass will be onward in spite of them — the mind will wake up though 
it be fettered like Prometheus — that living something, that yearning 
hope, that undefined mystery in us which speaks of immortality, will 
struggle and struggle upward — till at length having emerged from the 
superstition of ages, it will claim its splendid birth-right. Then shall 
begin that glorious period of the world — then shall begin a school 
more brilliant than the past — then shall the lyre find a hand that 
can sweep it like a master — and a brighter congregation of stars may 
then bend over our hemisphere, than the world has yet known. Let 
us hurl back then the charge of our literary imbecility — ^let us not 
tamely bear these jests as they come venomed from a foreign press ; 
but let us, feeling our strength, boldly march to the conflict, and 
trust we may yet stand as high in a literary point of view, as we 
now stand renowned for our patriotic virtue. 

yole CUUge, 
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CONTENTMENT. 

Sweet Conientment, power divine, 

Lowly I bend before ihy shrine, 

And dedicate myself to thee, 

For time and for eternity. 

From thy calm and guileless way, 

Never let my footsteps stray; 

Take, oh take me to thy breast. 

Sooth my troubled soul to rest. 

Dwell'si thou only in the skies. 

Far removed from mortal eyes, 

Amid the blissful realms of light. 

Diffusing blessings infinite? 

Or dost thou, lovely seraph, deign, 

Here on mortal ground to reign 1 * 

If thou dost, oh tell me then 

Where dwell'st thou 'mid the sons of men 1 

Dost thou, enthroned in regal state. 

On Glory's glittering pageant wait 1 

Or will the warrior own thy charms, 

'Mid battle's rage and war's alarms 1 

Say, dost thou with ambition dwell, 

Or in the hermit's sainted celH 

Art thou to wealth and pomp allied? 

Is luxury ever at thy sidel 

Dost thou the rosy garland throw 

O'er ruling pleasure's burning brow? 

Join in the bacchanal's loud laugh, 

And wine from brimming beakers quaffi 

Angel, blessing, ever blessed, 

Com'st thou the lonely student's g^est, 

His midnight vigils to beguile 

With thy soft and soothing smile, 

And when his eyes, too fiercely bright, 

Beam with a wild, unearthly light. 

And o'er his check false roses bloom, 

Sad presage of an early tomb. 

Dost thou then distance time's swiA wing. 

The future to the present bring, 

And show to Learning's martyr'd son 

The victories that his mind has won, 

And bid him triumph in that praise 

Which lives not till his frame decays, 

All voiceless, while his listening ear 

Would fain its thrilling accents hear, 

But tuneful as the Syren's songs. 

When all to gloomy death belongs 1 
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I ceased : responsive to my prayer, 
A voice came floating through the air, 
SoA as the breeze that lulls to rest, 
The billows round the halcyon's nest, 
So blandly sweet, so heavenly mild, 
Methonght the very accents smiled : 
List, mortal, list ; a docile mind 
In me a friend shall always find, 
To keep it from the guilty ways 
Of this bad world's deceitful maze. 
In every scene of life I dwell, 
In regal court or sainted cell ; 
I bless the peasant's homely fare. 
And in the lordly banquet share; 
The lowly thalch, the bannered hall — 
I pour the balm of peace on all. 
But neither peasant's homely fare, 
Nor lordly banquet that I share, 
Nor regal court, nor sainted cell, 
One moment tempts me there to dwell, 
If love of duty does not guide. 
And over every deed preside \ 
For true contentment's only found 
Where wisdom is with virtue crown'd — 
Wisdom, your duty plain to show, 
Virtue, to practice what yoa know. 



RETIREMENT. 



The pleasures of retirement, whether real or imaginary, have al- 
ways found admirers, and received the tribute of repeated praise. 
The philosopher and the hoary headed sage have never ceased to 
regard tranquillity as essential to happiness, and to esteem both as 
connected with some degree of seclusion. Con6ding in the senti- 
ments of philosophy and experience, and guided by their own de- 
sires, many, while immersed in the cares of active life, long for re- 
tirement, and on this center their summum banum of human happi- 
ness. As they retreat for the first time from the hurry of business, 
and give themselves up to relaxation, the novelty of the change 
produces a transient pleasure, and they thence hastily conclude, 
that here may be experienced joys equal to those of social life, em- 
bittered by none of its sorrows. But as time passes on, and first 
impressions fade away, disappointment too often usurps the throne 
of happiness, and it is found that the fancied good is unsubstantial 
and momentary. Thus many, after a voluntary banishment firom 
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society, btTO returned, again to pursue its pleasures and mingle in 
its follies. Yet solitude to numbers continues to a£brd pure enjojr* 
ment, and to open fountains of wisdom and instruction. These ro^ 
suits at once lead us to investigate the causes which have formed 
such a diversity of opinions with respect to retirement, to learn its 
natural effect upon mankind, and to decide how far it may become 
a source of happiness. Does it have a tendency to render the heart 
more susceptible, and to strengthen the ties of friendship ? does it 
cultivate the moral feelings, and give tone and vigor to the charao- 
ter? does it smooth the brow of care, and sweeten the cup of sor- 
row ? or have all these been creations in the ideal world of the 
Yisionary, and the extravagant assertions of the enthusiast ? 

Who are those that complain of weariness in solitude, and forsake 
more tranquil pleasures for the mirth and hilarity of the crowded 
circle ? Are they men of cultivated intellect, and energy of mind ; 
men who have accustomed themselves to independence of thought 
and action ? or are they not rather those deficient in both mental 
and moral qualities ? w hatever may be the situation of man, his 
mind must be active, or his happiness is at an end. Fetter the 
movements of the body, allow the blood to stagnate which courses 
through the veins, and you cannot fail to weaken and undermine the 
system. Retard the operations of the mind, stay the current of 
thought which passes through the soul, and in like manner by this 
mental stagnation, you entwine wretchedness around your exbtence. 
The majority of men, when deprived of society, are deprived of 
their vigor of intellect, their activity of mind, their all save the sad 
consciousness of their loss ; accustomed to be led by others, they 
have no power over themselves, no faculty of self-communion, no 
world within their own bosoms. Some follow with timid obsequi* 
ousness in the footsteps of the great. The opinions, the feelings, 
nay, almost the very thoughts of these men, are from a foreign 
mint. Others worship the goddess. Fashion. There are few whom 
her tyranny does not reach, her sceptre does not control. Her^s is 
the shrine to which they bow, and the idol to which they pay their 
homage. They are busy, but accomplish nothing. Like butterflies, 
they flutter about with gilded wings, sporting in the sunbeams. But 
let all their vanities be swept away ; let the objects of their pursuit 
vanish, their sunshine be exchanged for darkness, the gay circle in 
which they lately moved for seclusion, and happiness too has de« 

Cirted. Whither now, Solitude, have thy charms fled ? The soul, 
ft to retire within itself, finds a vacancy which it is unable to fill. 
The pleasures of solitude — it sickens at the thought. There is a 
thirst wbk^h it cannot quench, a panting after something which it 
eannot find. Conscious that within itself are implanted no seeds of 
happiness, it searches abroad, but society is gone, nor can a sabsti* 
tute be found. 
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There is another class by whom retirement is shunned, not so 
much from the paucity, as the multiplicity of thoughts which it oc- 
casions. In the lonely hour of night, and the unoccupied moments 
of the day, the guilty are assailed by conscience, with her ten thou- 
sand stings. For such to find relief is impossible, save when they 
attempt to drown these admonitions, by plunging deeper in the gulf 
of dissipation and vice. No wonder that they associate solitude with 
melancholy and gloom, and fear it as they would the king of terrors. 
The more cultivated the intellect, the greater the amount of wretch- 
edness ; the more enlightened the understanding, the keener the re- 
morse. Thus deprivation of society is actual misery to multitudes. 
They form no habits of self-intercourse, are dependent on others for 
their action and consequent happiness, or are perhaps educated and 
refined, but those from whose breasts guilt has banished peace for- 
ever. 

But we ought not thence to conclude, that solitude may never 
become profitable and attractive. The wise, who see the vanities of 
the world, and the virtuous, who weep over the degradation of man, 
love at times to withdraw, and become spectators instead of actors, 
in the great drama of human life. It is then alone that prejudices 
are dispelled, that ardor is guided by the counsels of wisdom, and the 
judgment regulated by the principles of philosophy. As the world 
is the theatre for action, so solitude is the place for preparation. It 
is there that the mind resorts to its own armory, and puts on a pano- 
ply of steel for the public contest. When in the midst of battle, 
the soldier does not stay to give polish or keenness to his sword : nor 
does the mind, in its more open strife with mind, learn the correct 
principles of action. Careful study in the closet, patient research 
in retirement, are necessary to success. Here habits of thought are 
cherished, the mind stands aloof from all external, places reliance 
on its own resources, and learns to enlarge its vision by healthy 
exercise. In solitude have been nurtured the most energetic and 
powerful minds that mankind ever saw. Here Demosthenes ac- 
quired that power of eloquence which enabled him to sway a nation, 
and bear down all before him with resistless might. Hence came 
forth a Newton and a Milton ; the one to explore the mazes of sci- 
ence, and unlock the store-house of knowledge, the other to restore 
to earth her ancient muse, and inscribe his name high on the scroll 
of fame. 

. The effect is no less happy upon the moral feelings. Tempta- 
tions are removed, or lose in a measure their influence over us. All 
party feeling is laid aside, and truth is disencumbered of the mists of 
prejudice. The attractive brilliancy of earthly pleasure and earthly 
liappiness fades away. Life is felt to be a dream, as the being and 
destiny of man are deliberatively surveyed. The objects of exis- 
tence are magnified to the view, and appear to outweigh the interests 
of time. Yet such themes for meditation are rendered sweet. We 
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Stand on an eminence, while the past, the present, and the future, 
lie extended before us. From the contemplation, we derive lessons 
of morality and excellence. We trace through his mad career him 
who tramples on all law, human and divine ; we mark his exposure, 
his ignominy, and his fate. We follow the good man from mfancy 
to age. We see him diffusing numberless blessings around him, re- 

E' icing in the prosperity, and sympathizing with the woes of his iel« 
w men. We gaze at the sunset of his life, as its last flickering ray 
expires. We behold him, who was before an inhabitant of this frail 
tenement of clay and chained down to earth, now enstamped with 
the image of purity and love ; we view him soaring away, to drink 
deep at the fountain of perennial bliss. Bright visions and antici- 
pations such as these, constitute many of the pleasures and beneflts 
of solitude. Can the heart be otherwise than softened bv this self- 
communion ? can the moral feelings be improved, and care and sor- 
row not be displaced by this influeuce of virtue and religion in re- 
tirement? 

However much then society may be desirable, for the benefits it 
brings, and the happiness it bestows, it is in solitude that the mind is 
regulated, the noble qualities of the nature awakened, and the man 
better fitted for the employments of active life. He who traverses 
the sands of the desert, when faint with fatigue, and oppressed by 
tbe scorching sun, is gladdened by the oasis which offers to him 
ibelter and repose. So he, whom earth can never satisfy, rejoices 
in those intervals of solitude, which sooth his sorrows, and fill bis 
kmjI with tranquillity and peace. 

S. 
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Mt pen is in rapid decay, 
Ere loDg there will noibing remaio ; 

RoQgh paper has worn it away ; 
Such paper I'll use not again. 

On superfine letter hot-pressed, 
It gaily would trip it along, 

And need not a moment of rest 
In writing a volume of song. 

So life quickly weareth away, 

When the page of our being is rough ; 

Let Fortune a smoother display, 
We slip along freely enough. 

T«X«. II. 17 
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Hash ! what's that ? 

1 see — I see — Ah no ! 'lis not — yet 'lis — 

Ye powers ! it is the — the — the — Pooh '. the cat ! 

The devil take that stealthy pace of his ! 
****** 

Again what is't ? The wind ? No, no, — this time 

It is the sable friar — as before, 

With awful footsteps, regular as rhyme, 

Or (as rhymes may be in these days) much more. 

Byron, 

The first day of vacation ! Does one's heart ever beat with joy, 
and does the blood ever flow through one's veins with a vigor and 
warmth that diffuses additional life throughout his whole system, ren- 
dering him keenly sensible to all the various sources of pleasure, and 
kindly disposed towards every existing creature ? If ever, it is on 
the first day of a college vacation. Far be it from me to depreciate 
the soul-stirring delights of the classic page, the captivating myste- 
ries of a mathematical problem, or the truly bracing joys of a stormy- 
morning chapel-ward walk. I have experienced all these, and, 
doubtless, received my share of the gratifications arising therefrom ; 
yet let me tell thee, dear reader ! — sub rosdy however — I have seen 
the day when 1 would have gladly exchanged six weeks, ay ! or 
even a whole term, of the so much lauded mathematical, metaphys- 
ical, classical joys for a single week of vacation delights. 

Of such a character were my feelings on the evening of the first 
day of our last vacation. My wonder-working Olmsted^s stove, 
filled to the brim with the best Lehigh in the yard, was performing 
its wonted office with most marvelous despatch — my light was so 
shaded that it beamed forth the most perfectly thought-encouraging 
radiance, and the wind was whistling the same old tune around the 
window, as I accommodated myself to the various inequalities of a 
wonderfully hard-bottomed arm-chair of unbounded capacity. This 
same article was thereupon suffered to pass through the first part of 
an evolution familiar to all horse-jockeys, viz. that of rearing itself 
upon its hind legs ; which being done, nothing more remained forme 
to do, than to encircle the already mentioned stove with ray pedal 
extremities, and suflier them to rest gently upon the edge of the 
mantel which is some four or five feet from the level of the floor. 

The act of transforming animals of the quadrupedal genus into 
that of bipeds is, in some cases, we ourselves will allow, treason 
against nature.' But, in the case now before us^ so many manifest 
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advantages arise from the transrormatlon, that we students are in the 
habit of constantly doing it, and some of us have even become so 
hardened in our wickedness as to experience no smitings of con- 
science for the unnatural deed. We have nothing to say to those 
lynx-eyed European traveling critics, who, mistaking the inability 
to appreciate the delights arising from the above transformation for 
" refinement," have honored us with a few entirely gratuitous sneers 
on the occasion, and who, inasmuch as their landlords at home break- 
fast them on toast and coffee, consider themselves authorized in de- 
claring that any addition thereto is a sure index of semi-barbarism, 
one degree only above the Cherokee and Hottentot state of society^ 
to these geniuses we have nothing at all to say, for an almost infinite 
multitude of reasons, the principal of which is, that we are well aware 
that they never would know it were we to say any thing. This 
reason alone is sufficient to deter from any such attempt persons 
who like us are generally satisfied with one good reason, and who 
have been known even to suffer sentiments, (which accorded with 
our own preconceived opinions,) to be broached in our presence, 
without contradiction, although it was perfectly evident to most per- 
sons that they were entirely unfounded. 

Would to heaven that our numerous readers were no more cap- 
tious on these points than we ourselves ! Then might we sail along 
quietly and pleasantly in our little tiny vessel ; but now, forsooth, 
we cannot graze a jutting rock, or rub upon a shoal, without our 
readers imperatively demanding that we at once stop and prove to a 
demonstration that we were in no danger of being wrecked thereon. 
Beshrew all these ungentlemanly cavils of thine, dear reader ! hin- 
der us not, we entreat thee, in this our onward course ! Little chil- 
dren roust be humored at times however, 'tis said, and we therefore 
for once will condescend to give our reasons for our actions — not that 
we care one farthing for our readers' good opinion, by no means I 
like all true authors we write for ourselves solely, and are supremely 
indifferent to the decisions of others — (prithee, reader! excuse this 
long parenthesis,) simply to show that we have them, and moreover 
always can, if necessary, produce them. 

We can then, we say, most satisfactorily prove, both by strength 
of argument, and, if this should fail, by strength of muscle, that the 
above is the only truly rational method of locating one's self. Does 
one's mind feel disposed to reflection, or is one's body averse to any 
sudden change of place ? Our learned professor assureth us that 
bodies resting on three points of support are far less liable to de- 
rangement than when resting on more, and, in this case, our limbs, 
at their farthest extremities traversing each other, afford this desira- 
ble third support. Is it probable, or possible that our ideas will lack 
sufficient poetry to prevent our falling to sleep ? In such a case, our 
center of gravity will have a most extensive field for its vagaries, ere 
its line of direction wandereth without the base — a most essential 
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requisite, the same authority has oftentimes assured us, for the at- 
tainment of stability. Is the cranium for a moment poverty-stricken, 
or, in other words, destitute of ideas ? Even as the small column 
of water will support and raise to an equal height the column of in- 
finite magnitude, in like manner will the increased pressure upon our 
base, arising from the superior elevation of our *' lamp-lighters,"* 
cause an influx of matter into our cerebral organs, which can thence 
be easily retailed for the ediGcation of an admiring world. Does the 
eye in its wanderings forth seek diversity of prospect ? Verily and 
in truth, the protrusion of our bodies in the above specified manner 
adds at once beauty and interest to the scenery, boldly relieving the 
tame, dull view of things around, and gladdening the eyes of the 
beholder with that most interesting of all objects — his own person. 

There ! my dear reader ! there is the longest paragraph I intend 
to have in the whole piece, penned, too, entirely for your benefit, full 
of sage reasoning, weighty enough to convince any respectable scep- 
tic, in which class I hope you enroll yourself. If you're not satb- 
fied yet, then — hang it all! prove it yourself ! I'm off. What a 
pity it is that our friends will not be content with our word on all 
these points ! Were that the case we should have been half through 
our tale ere this, while now we are hardly started. However, we 
shall bring it all up against them in due time. And now in future, 
we entreat our readers to take it for granted that we have reasons for 
all our sayings and all our actions, even though we do not stop by 
the way to point them out. Surely, no one should know so well as 
ourselves about this matter. Let us then ever cherish this sublime 
posture — let the hitherto abased feet now be exalted — let the man- 
tel receive its wonted burthen, and let us not sacrifice divinely-sprung 
' comfort' to miscalled re6nement ! 

As usual, a coffee-pot was simmering most furiously upon the 
stove, (students are invariably earthward inclined during vacation,) 
warning me by its melodious notes, that soon its contents would be 
potable, and all things around were thus in a most delectable state of 
repose, when I leaned back my head into my chair, and, resigning 
myself to the influences of the time and situation, gave way to the 
roost interesting reflections I could possibly summon up before me. 

This however was no easy task, and as an assistant in the opera- 
tion, I took from a box upon the table, an extra-fine Spanish cigar, 
one extremity of which bringing, for a moment, in contact with the 
flame of the lamp until it assumed a fierce and warlike hue, I then 
scientifically inserted the nether end midway between the center and 
left corner of my mouth. As the morning breeze dispels the mist 
collected through the night upon the mountain-tops, (by Jupiter! I 
believe 1 could write poetry,) so did the rarefied air from the radiator 
of my stove cause the mouth-issuing smoke to ascend and resolve 
itself into thin laminae of matter over my head. 
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Thus far all was right, and now, diminishing the angle of my eye- 
lids, to somewhat less than five degrees, 1 surveyed the realms of my 
little empire with the utmost self-complacency. '* How pure and 
unalloyed." I mentally exclaimed, '^ are the delights of innocence 
and sobriety ! The most ultra temperance-ultraist of the day can 
see around me nothing to shock his feelings, nor can the most invete- 
rate enemy to college dissipation find food for invective in the plain, 
simple, Don-convivial style of pleasure in which I am now indulging. 
Away ! ye votaries of Bacchus ! ye drowners of thought in the 
sparkling bowl 1 ye worshipers of the midnight joy and the morn- 
ing pain ! ye frequent subjects of the President's epistolary corres- 
pondeoce to your honored sires ! away ! afflict me not with the wild 
delirium of your joys, but leave me to the delights of my owo 
UDcensurable gratifications ! Ye anxious lookers forward to the re- 
sults of the coming examination ! ye who couple the name of Beel- 
zebub with that of tutor, and Lucifer* with that of monitor ! be 
gone ! tempt me not with the false and hollow joys in which ye are 
wont to indulge !" 

Hereupon, startled by an exceeding great noise from the region 
of my stove, I looked, and lo! the liquid, which thereupon sat, wtf 
DOW like some tenant of the sky (perhaps barn-yard would be more 
correct) ruffling its plumes, and even in its wrath overflowing its cus- 
tomary bound, or as the vulgate hath it — my cofiee-pot was boiling 
over. I hasted to remove it to a less overpoweringly hot station, 
and having imbibed a " quantum sufficit" of its contents, then re- 
sumed my seat, and with it my meditations. 

Insensibly my thoughts were upon the immense progress that I had 
made — the vast strides that I had taken, during the past term, in the 
realms of science and literature. And here, kind reader — since I 
have been thus far the hero of my own tale — allow me gently to in- 
sinuate a little information respecting myself. Already have I 
mounted the third round of the ladder of science — that is to say, I 
am a member of the Junior class ! Heavens ! how my head be- 
eomes dizzy, as I contemplate from this exalted height the fast di- 
minishing world below ! how my brain reels as I think of the lofty 
eminence to which I have attained, and what ineffable pi4y pervades 
my breast as I think of the poor Sophs and Fresh, toiling up the 
steep ascent below ! 

How one's ideas expand, and what additional importance he ac- 
quires — ^in his own estimation I mean — as he reflects upon the vast 
acquisitions he has made — this fierce but successful inroad upon the 
field of science ! and what lofty and sublime emotions fill his mind, 
as be calmly and quietly contemplates the fearful perils which he 
bas undergone — the storms he has so nobly weathered 1 



* MorniDg and evcoiog star— emphatically. 



134 AN ANTK^UE ViSITOR* 

It is surprising too what an immense influence our studies have 
over our immediate thoughts. Many a time have I caught myself, 
during the period the class were occupied in perusing the treatise 
on the " strength of materials,"* investigating the probable strength 
of my venerable arm-chair — how much deeper I could whittle on 
the arm of it, ere it would break, or how many units of weight my 
corporeal parts would, in all probability, receive, before that, by the 
influence of gravity, an effect was produced too overpowering for 
the constitution of the chair. In like manner, when groping our 
way through ihose remarks upon the "collision of bodies,"f have I 
often sat, pondering and wondering what would be the effect arising 
from the collision of myself and a beloved tutor in the coming reci- 
tation. 

. Particularly was I wont to indulge in reflections on the latter 
subject, when it so happened that the lesson lacked sufficient inter- 
est to command the attention necessary for its perfect mastery. 
Then, peculiarly, did such reflections urge themselves upon me with 
an almost overpowering interest — nay ! it has (marvelous to relate) 
even been the case that these agitations of the mind have so strongly 
affected the body, that I have really after them felt unable to attend 
the recitation at all, but have considered myself under the necessity 
of taking my meals in my own room, and reporting myself among 
the number of the indisposed, until the subjects causing such intense 
emotions had been thoroughly disposed of by the class. When such 
was the case, my health was invariably observed to improve at once, 
and that too with surprising rapidity. 

To so great a degree are the states of the mind and body, one's 
thoughts and one's feelings, affected by the studies of the term. It 
is strange, no doubt, but we positively assure our readers that it is no 
less true than strange, and if any one feels disposed to doubt this 
second assurance, we only advise him to make a few inquiries of al- 
most any member of any class, and we dare stake our honor, that he 
will corroborate our testimony by mentioning several persons on 
whom such effects are wont to be produced. ' However,* thought 
I, ' farewell to you now ! ye text-books, a fortnight's farewell ! and 
oh ! ye darlings of my heart ! may ye enjoy this release from service 
as well as I ! If your innate worth and dignity ever permit you to 
shake your leathern sides with laughter, now is the time, carpe 
diem ! though by the immortal gods ! in your laughter, I entreat 
you, wax not fat, for in truth ye are already of most formidable 
bulk to those about to investigate your contents. 

Thus sublimely did I, on that memorable evening, cogitate within 
myself. That dread hour of night was fast approaching in which 
elves and fairies are said to dance most vigorously, and others of the 
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ghostly tribe to mingle with mankind more freely, frisking and ca- 
pering and gamboling with additional dexterity. In other words, it 
is nearly twelve o'clock. Hark ! even now the college clock is 
pealing forth its slow and dismal notes. Wi)at mournful yet pleas- 
ing thoughts come over our minds, as we hear proclaimed thus slowly 
that the witching hour of night is come — that now, if ever, legions 
of shadowy forms are hovering round our heads, and engaged in their 
wanton sports. One's heart will beat yet faster at such a time, in 
spite of all his boasted philosophy, his stoical indifierence, or his 
▼aunted calmness. 

The last note was struck, and the sound was fast dying away in 
that strange, waving melody, now for a moment seeming to gather 
strength, but then as quickly losing it, and soon melting entirely 
away into the vieing melody of the air without. I was deeply 
musing on the strange nature of the sound still lingering around, 
and, in the deep recesses of my mind, had devised some, doubtless, 
wonderful theory as regards its nature, which is now unfortunately 
lost to the world, when my meditations were disturbed by feeling 
several light taps upon my left shoulder. 

Had I been in a posture somewhat more favorable, I should, with- 
out doubt, have jumped some dozen feet perpendicular in the air, or 
at least, as high as I could, without materially damaging the ceil- 
ing ; but my readers will doubtless recollect in how unfavorable a 
position I was placed for performing any such feat — in fact, I could 
not possibly have done it, without causing great derangement to the 
furniture around, and articles incumbent thereupon, consisting of 
several chairs, stove, table, coffee-pot, etc. So this was out of the 
question. 

My next thought was to give a most deadly yell. To tell the 
truth, I was just making up my mouth into the shape necessary to 
go through the operation genteelly, when my cigar fell down into 
my lap, and the lighted end coming in contact with my hand, burnt 
it so confoundedly, that I forgot, for nearly half a minute, to go 
through the after part of the maneuver. It was now decidedly too 
late to go through any of the fashionable methods of acknowledging 
surprise. I therefore calmly picked up my cigar, brushed the ashes 
from my lap, and then, for want of more heroic language in which 
to express myself, coolly said, "come in !" 

Great was my surprise, you may be assured, when I beheld, edg- 
ing around into a more full view, a venerable old man, apparently 
between seventy and eighty yeare of age. From beneath a heavy 
pair of rather dark eyebrows, twinkled a pair of piercing gray eyes, 
which seemed to scan most minutely every object within his ken. 
His features were small — a sharp aquiline nose, rather sunken cheek 
bones, and a protruding chin. His forehead was unusually broad 
and high, bespeaking at once the man of mind and thought, and 
iirom beneath a broad-brimmed hat strayed a few locks of almost 
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Bilveiy whiteness. A waistcoat, with pockets of immeasurable di- 
mensions, was surmounted with the antiquely-cut coat of the old- 
£eishioned homespun blue, while breeches of black, tightly fitting, 
and succeeded at the knees by gaiters of superlative whiteness, to- 
gether with the once fashionable low shoes, surmounted by huge 
silver buckles, completed the 'outward man.' With one hand thrust 
deeply into his rearmost coat-pocket and grasping in the other a sub- 
stantial oaken staff, which he ever and anon pressed finnly against 
the floor, he advanced, stooping a little, it is true, but still with a 
firm and heavy step. 

My first impulse was to demand an explanation of the cause of 
this rude intrusion, but when I saw his venerable countenance 'and 
beard the short dry cough with which he was afflicted, my resent- 
ment was changed at once to respect and pity. Instead therefore 
of loading him with invectives for his ill manners, as was my first 
intention, I politely motioned to a seat by my side, and then patient- 
ly, though it is true with much surprise, waited the announcement 
of his mission. 

He quietly took the seat, then leaning his cane against the wall, 
placed his elbows on his knees, and bending down his head until his 
chin rested upon his hands, turned those piercing, twinkling eyes full 
on my face. Still he spoke not a word, and I, imagining that be cast 
a wistful glance at my cigar, reached to the table for the box, and 
holding it out to him, thus invited him to partake. 

With a look, as I fancied, of the most sovereign contempt, he turned 
away — probably the reason was that they were not paid for — leav- 
ing me to return the rejected offerings to their wonted station. Then 
drawing from his waistcoat pocket a short two inch pipe, blackened 
and hardened with smoke until it fairly shone, together with a mode- 
rate sized piece of the fragrant weed, and a huge jack-knife of most 
formidable appearance, he proceeded to fill his pipe. 

Out of courtesy to him, I took from my mouth my cigar until be 
had finished the task, when having reached him a burning paper, I 
replaced it, and watched him as he went through the operation of 
lighting his pipe. The kindly herb soon takes the flame, and now 
dense columns of smoke gallantly issue from his mouth, and appa- 
rently to his entire satisfaction, for he leans back in his chair, places 
one leg gently over the other, and then quietly folds his hands over 
the head of bis cane, which he now takes from the wall. 

'' A bad habit,'' said he, after having sat thus for some minutes, 
until the mouth-issuing smoke had completely enveloped him in its 
multitudinous folds, '' a bad habit — this smoking — ^you youngsters 
have fallen into of late." 

" Pardon me !" said I, " your business with me this evening, if 
you please?" 

*' It was once," continued he, apparently without heeding the in- 
terruption, and between every three words puffing out most glorious 
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Fdumes of smoke, '* it was once customary for the youog men not 
to be too aspiring in their deeds — there was a time when they were 
content to wait the 'year of discretion/ before they soared so high 
as to indulge in this practice, which should be the old roan's exclu- 
sive prerogative. But now a centennarian like myself feels ashamed 
to be seen with a pipe in his mouth, while so many of these forward, 
upstart, little puppies are to be seen swaggering through the streets, 
puffing away like one of these new-fangled steam engines. It's a 
burning sbame — that's all ;" and he applied himself with renewed 
vigor to his pipe. 

" Any thing in particular with me this evening?" I again inquired. 

He went on. " I like, to be sure, to see our young men imitate 
the example of their fathers, as far as is consistent with their tender 
age, but to be outdone by them is a little too bad — that's all." 

I saw that it would be of no use to endeavor to directly turn the 
conversation, unless my efibrts were seconded. I therefore pursued 
another course. 

" You don't consider the march of intellect — the onward progress 
of free and liberal principles, which is now being made," 1 remarked. 
" It is universally allowed, you must recollect, that the present gen- 
eration are as much in advance of their fathers, as regards wisdom, 
as one generation can be superior to another." 

" * Don't consider — don't consider !' I comider enough, if that is 
all that's necessary. I consider the present generation as on the high 
road to ruin ; (and he here raised his hand in a most solemn manner.) 
I consider that this whole country lies exposed to most fearful de- 
struction, from which nothing but the most speedy 'and thorough re- 
formation can free them — that's all ;" and he renewed his devotions 
to his comforter. 

"Why, really!" rejoined I, "that's enough, I should think — pro- 
vided, however, you can prove such to be actually the fact ; other- 
wise you must allow me to remain in the dubious state." 

. " * Prove such to be the fact !' " he replied, fiercely ; " does the 
universal disregard, shown by the present generation to long estab^ 
fished customs and usages, prove nothing ? Does the utter desti- 
tution of correct feeling and sentiment on the part of the community, 
in regard to all subjects which most nearly concern them prove noth- 
ing ? However," added he, with more moderation, " this is nothing 
at all to the point. I visit you this evening, young man, on the most 
important business. Therefore divest, I entreat thee, thy mouth of 
that cigar, and hear me attentively. In me you behold the presiding 
genius of Yale College !" 

Scarce were the above words uttered, when an odd pair of divi- 
ders, together with a " Gunter's scale of equal parts,' and divers 
other instruments appertaining to college science, which I had for 
some time perceived fidgeting uneasily upon the table, to my utter 
amazement now erected themselves, and bowed thrice most reve* 
vox.. II. 18 
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rentially towards my guest. At the same instant^ the solutions to 
some half a dozen or more ^' problems for practice/'* appended te 
the remarks on the "specific gravity of bodies," and which I in some 
unaccountable way (which, in spite of all I can do, will sometimes 
occur) had " skinned, "f to meet the demands of our last recitation, 
slunk away with all imaginable dispatch to the farthest corner of the 
room, while, treading on their heels, a stray Murphy's Tacitus, which 
but a moment before was reposing in conscious worth and dignity, 
was now seen winging its flight in company with them, though one 
might clearly see that it was evidently ashamed of its company. 
The old gentleman appeared in no whit surprised or discomposed at 
these sudden movements — doubtless they are common^ every-day 
occurrences with him. 

The reader will here be pleased again to call to mind how sinister 
my position was for any sudden movements — the recollection of this 
fact will doubtless abate his surprise, when I inform him that I re- 
ceived the above announcement from the old gentleman without 
evincing any marks of surprise — in fact, took it quite coolly — too 
coolly, probably, according to his ideas of propriety, for he paused 
a moment, and then repeated, with increased emphasis, " In ine 
you behold the presiding genius of Yale College !" I bowed as 
respectfully as the nature of the case and attendant circumstances 
would allow. He seemed satisfied, and proceeded with a most dig- 
nified air. 

" Doubtless you are surprised at the reception of this visit from 
me, at such an hour. But you will soon learn, and therefore attend, 
I beseech you, ^'auribus ereclis.^ " 

On hearing the old man's extensive quotation, I involuntarily 
smiled. It was unmannerly, I confess, yet the quotation was so 
formally introduced, that I consider myself almost pardonable. To 
conceal my ill manners, therefore, I reached to the table for another 
cigar. 

" Nay ! nay !" said he, pettishly, for he had observed the smile, 
" lay down thy cigar and attend, for this matter concerneth thee 
most nearly. I understand that you, in the plenitude of your wis- 
dom, have had the audacity to contribute to a late number of the 
College Magazine." 

" Really !" said I, after having performed the usual amount of 
fidgeting in my chair, consequent to all such disclosures, " really ! 
I was not aware that the fact was so generally known." 



♦ Vid. Olmsted's Phil. Vol. i. pp. 319-20. 

t For the edification of the uninitiated, we subjoin the following definition: 
" To skin — to pilfer, to filch, etc. A student is said to skin a problem, when he 
places the most implicit faith in the correctness of his neighbor's solution of it, 
or at least sufficient to warrant bestowing upon it the rites of adopiioQ." — Coll. 
Lexicon, Vol. vi. 
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** Young man !" said he, sternly, " interrupt me not ! It is true, 
as you say, that the fact is not generally known, for the evident rea- 
son that but few take sufficient interest in your productions to make 
any inquiries concerning their author. But I, of course, knew who 
he was, and am now present to give you a few practical hints, in 
case you ever make another attempt." 

" Parte mihiJ" I immediately exclaimed. The old gentleman 
DOW smiled in turn, then added, 

" Fear not ! 1 shall institute no very pointed criticisms, no com- 
parisons with other communications — in fine, nothing tending very 
seriously to afflict your sensibilities, which 1 perceive are very ten- 
der." 

" Quite so !" I replied, and to prove it, made a most desperate 
effort to sneeze, which however being a decided failure, as my last 
resort, I blew my nose. 

"Do not imagine," he continued, "that you are the only one 
that has been honored by a visit from me. Far from it ! I have 
been occupied during the whole of the past week in visits to those 
lucky souls who, like you, have been honored with a seat in that high 
temple of fame, as also those who preside over its erection. But 
you are all emphatically a stiff-necked race. Not one can I con- 
vince that the Magazine is susceptible of almost infinite improvement, 
not only taken as a whole, but also in its component parts sepa- 
rately." 

" Do you find any thing deserving of censure in one piece in par- 
ticular?"* 1 inquired. 

" Much !" he replied. " In the first place it is disgraceful that, 
as yet, scarcely an article has appeared in the present volume directly 
illustrative of the existing state of College society — the manners, 
feelings, prevailing sentiments, opinions, etc. of its members, and 
ten thousand other things that the world is dying with impatience to 
know. And now, what 1 want of you is, that you betake yourself 
to the task of delineating some of the most marked features of Col- 
lege society, for the edification of mankind in general, and maga- 
zine-readers in particular." 

On hearing these words, I heaved an inward groan, and as the old 
man paused, 1 ventured to observe, " that in my opinion the scenes 
and incidents of college life lacked sufficient interest, either to in- 
struct or amuse, and that there was, in fine, little or no subject for 
remarks in the events of a college life." 

" What !" ejaculated the old man, lifting his eyes in astonishment, 
" no subject for remarks ! Why, my boy ! don't you recollect the 
old saying that * college is a world in miniature ?' " 

" It's not the * better world,' I take it," was my reply. 



♦ Dick rs. Dike. 
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" Why, no ! not precisely — but then you know bad is the best, 
and we must not complain. However, follow me ! and I'll soon 
dispel from your breast all such ideas as that Yale College lacks 
scenes of interest. Follow me !" and the old roan started up, but- 
toned bis coat, grasped his cane and moved towards the door. 

'< It is very cold this evening," I murmured, as I heard the wind 
roaring without. 

"Pshaw ! come along! nevermind the cold !" 

** At least," said I, " you'll take a cup of coffee before you go !" 
He consented. " I would offer you a glass of wine, but the fact of 
it is, I'm not very fond — zounds ! what am I thinking of? — I would 
say I'm a member of the newly-formed " tee-total" society. Per- 
haps you've heard something of it?" I inquired. 

'* Oh, yes ! 1 know all about what you graceless young rogues are 
enffased in. But come ! let's be off!" 

Buttoning on my " dread-nought" coat, I was soon following him 
out the room. . We descended the stairs, and stood out upon the 
* green' now while with snow. 

" There ! said the old man, pointing, as he spoke, " do you see 
that light in the farthest corner of South Middle ? Well ! we'll see 
what is going on there." 

We softly ascended the stairs, stood by the door, and peeping 
through the key-hole, saw a poor fellow deeply immersed in "Day's 
Mathematics," " Conic Sections," etc. Never in my life did I behold 
the expression of complete agony so vividly depictured as on his 
face while turning over the leaves of the latter. " Hyperbolic 
curve ! parabolic curve !" muttered he, " hang it all, diabolic curve 
must come next, I take it." 

" He is a little mistaken there," whispered my guide, " that's what 
I call a generk; term applicable to all the others." I inwardly bless- 
ed the old man for the thought. The fellow heard us whispering, 
I imagine, for he started up and came toward the door. As we per- 
ceived this movement, we took to our heels, and scampering, with 
the true ' devil-take-the-hindmost' speed, down the stairs, soon again 
stood out upon the green. 

" You young rascal !" said the old man, puffing and wheezing 
like a young ' locomotive,' " hav'nt you more manners than to pitch 
over me in that kind of style ? Why ! there are not half a dozen 
whole bones in my body ! However, let that pass. Supposing we 
make a move into the other entry." So said, so done. As we en- 
tered, we could hear sounds of uproarious mirth, now a song, now a 
about, and now a yell of frantic delight. " Come on !" says the old 
man, " come on ! don't be afraid !" 

" A rather gratuitous supposition — that last of yours," I remarked. 

" Hush ! not a word !" whispered he, as we stood before the door, 
" now listen." They were singing away most furiously, if not me- 
lodiouslyi upon an old song— 
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" Away with your circles, sines, tang^ents, and squares ! 
For Day and (or Euclid not one of us cares. 
Dame Nature hath taught us to form a curved line, 
With a circle of friendit round a bottle o( wine ! 

Oh ! a bottle of wine ! a bottle of wine ! 
For our song Is in praise of a bottle of wine !" 

" Poor fellows !" said my guide as we descended, ^' poor fellows I 
curved lines are evidently their favorites, but I'm wonderfully afraid 
that some of them will before long be engaged in investigating the 
nature of what is vulgarly called a ' bee line,' drawn in the directions 
of their separate domicils, pointed out to them by those who stand 
high in authority over them, instead of a curved one taught by dame 
Nature." 

Our next visit was to a room in the basement of old ^ South/ 
where some dozen of those lately initiated into the mysteries of a 
college life were congregated, and seated around a stove, in the 
highest glee imaginable at their temporary respite from study, were 
engaged in the discussion of — say a half bushel — perhaps more— of 
baked murphies. I glanced in at the key-hole. 

''Gad zooks 1 Enoch ! what the deuce d'ye suppose tutor B — 
would say if he should catch us spreeing it here at this rate ? eh ? 
said one of them. 

" Blast tutor B — !" was the courageous reply, " who's afraid ?" 

Hereupon my companion gave a gentle tap on the door, when~* 
who'd have thought it ? — potatoes, Freshmen, skins, etc. vanished 
in the twinkling of an eye, into a proximate closet, where we per- 
formed the same evolution " in mcdias auresJ^ 

But why dwell longer on these scenes ? Need I relate how we 
mounted up to Cockloft Hall — how sprites and fairies round us flock- 
ed, shook hands with him who led me on, and kindly nodded to my- 
self? Or need I show how we dived down into the cavernous re- 
cesses of Commons Hall — saw cooks and waiters at their antics, cut 
their capers, * without a wish, a hope, a fear?' Or need I tell of 
Seniors to the ears immersed in love of research after metaphysical 
lore — or any of the things I saw ? Suffice it that I saw them, and 
wouid'st thou see them too ? then must thou tread the path that I 
have trod, and thou wilt see them as they only should be seen. 

If, dear reader, you are still awake, imagine us returned to ray 
room, our seats resumed, cigars and pipes re-lit, and us puffing away 
at them with the energy of veteran smokers for the space of ten 
minutes or more in the most profound silence. The old man ap- 
peared inclined to sleep, and to arouse him I inquired what all this 
had to do with the object of his visit to me ? 

" Every thing," he replied, in a tone that showed he was any 
thing but disposed to sleep. "Do you recollect him that was po- 
ring over Conies — those who were luxuriating over potatoe skins, or 
th<^ of Cockloft memory." 
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« Certainly," said I, " I recollect them." 

" Well then !" he continued, " while you have such subjects for 
remark, never again turn to any thing out of College walls. As 
every periodical should fully represent the condition of the commu- 
nity from which it emanates, so should your Magazine be the mir- 
ror of College affairs. This alone can render it interesting — for this 
alone was it established, and not to be merely the receptacle of any 
idle tale the busy imagination can conjure up. Besides," be added, 
^* there is another class for which you should write. Liook there !" 

I turned my eyes as directed and beheld an elegant and extensive 
library. Upon the wall was placed a '^ List of Books purchased 
during the months of August and September, 1968." I was about 
to turn away, when I saw a young man enter and inquire for some- 
thing descriptive of college manners, customs, etc. during the first 
part of the previous century. 

" Nothing of the kind in the library," replied the librarian, " wait 
a moment though ! let me see ! was'nt our Magazine published as 
early as that ? Ah, yes ! here are the first volumes for eighteen 
hundred thirty five, six — and seven." 

" The very articles I want," said the young man, and forthwith 
lugged off some half dozen volumes. 

"And now," resumed my guest, " would you have posterity search 
10 vain ? Would you have them lament that their ancestors have 
left them no memorial of their collegiate career ? Consider this, my 
son. Ponder over, I beseech you, and gather sapience from my 
words." 

He rose to leave. 

** Ha ! ha ! ha !" laughed I, " do you think posterity will be very 
anxious to know whether in the year eighteen hundred thirty seven 
Freshmen ate potatoe-skins, or whether Juniors sang drinking-songs? 
If not, I don't see how they are to be benefitted by this visit of yours, 
for V\l be hanged if I can do what you want me to, any better than 
I could before you put your foot within this room." 

He glanced an eye of indignation at me, and then again seating 
himself, said — 

" Is your brain then so utterly destitute of ideas as this would 
seem to prove ? Well, then ! listen to me, and I'll tell you a tale of 
college life to refresh your jaded brain. So let me fill and light my 
pipe once more !" 

These formalities were soon over with. Then scientifically ad- 
justing his proportions in my leathern-backed chair, be proceeded io 
bid narration. 

( T(f be continued.) 
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MUSIC. 

Why, minstrel, gleams thy kindling eyo 

With rapture so divine 1 
Why wakes the harp its melody, 

Beneath that touch of thine 1 

Thoa'rt reveling in the purest bliss 

To mortals ever given : 
Who longs for aught surpassing this, 

Must look for it in Heaven. 

And think\sl thou His the thrilling swell 

Of music in its might. 
Which stirs within thy bosom's cell. 

And fills thee with delight? 

That melting strain, to thee so dear, 

Is but the trembling air; 
And it might fill another ear, 

And move no rapture there. 

No ! 'twas a deeper tone that spoke, 
Than thy full harp-string's roll; 

For this, though sweet, has only woke 
The music of thy soul. 



PAPERS FROM THE ATTIC. 
No. IV. 

MAGNANIMITY. 

It is a truth which comes home to every good man's heart almost 
every day of his life, that the world acts like a bliod man in the dis- 
tribution of its favors ; or, in other words, that the adventitious dis- 
tinctions of circumstances are by no means just standards of merit. 
It is discovered and that too without much effort, that the principles 
upon which the world mostly proceeds are at war with justice ; and 
that it is one of the rarest things in nature, when a given course of 
human conduct meets with neither more nor less than its proper re- 
ward. Nothing is more common than to see splendid villiany dig- 
nified by office, while patient merit is left with no emolument, save 
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the consciousness of a high and growing virtue. Human reason has 
been perverted by ages of darkness, and that nice discrimination and 
profound judgment which ought to sit as umpires over the actions of 
men, are no where to be found. In their places, we have judgments 
that are swayed by prepossessions, and those the roost dangerous ; 
and the mind, leading captive the moral feelings, has shot from its 
orbit, and wandered away almost beyond recall. 

There are however a very few in the world who have not this men- 
tal blindness, and who have magnanimity enough to challenge the 
opinions of the multitude ; there are a few who still possess that 
freshness of feeling which is susceptible of the nicest shades in moral 
character, and who when once convicted of the justice or expedi- 
ency of any course of conduct, have moral courage enough to carry 
their principles Into action. They have learned that great truth in 
morals, that right strengthens right, and are fully possessed of such 
a sufficiency of knowledge, as makes them prefer a good path to an 
evil one. 

It is such men as these who can feel the truth asserted at the head 
of this paper ; and it is to such and such only we are to look, would 
we want models for the daily duties of life. The world spurns them 
often, it is true ; but it is not a truth reserved for the discovery of the 
nineteenth century, that the eyes of mankind are not always open to 
their own best advantage. We as often as any other way take a 
fool for a philosopher, and in the supremacy of our ignorance hold 
as cheap the rarest blessings of providence. Nothing is more evi- 
dent to every reflecting man, than that we voluntarily choose error 
while truth is blazing in our faces ; and that with the two paths be- 
fore us we often take the bad one, though blocked up with difficulties. 

No higher evidence is afforded of the perverted state of the hu- 
man intellect, than is deduced from considerations of the principles 
on which the world proceeds in judging of men's actions ; and a 
most melancholy account of it is accumulated by the simple fact, 
that it bestows its rewards indiscriminately without regard to the mo- 
tives which inspire our conduct. Now the true method of coming 
at the importance of any splendid achievement, is by weighing well 
the motives which led to that achievement. No act in itself con- 
sidered is of any value, and no act can be properly considered apart 
from its relations. It is the motive alone which gives greatness to a 
deed, and which properly sets one man above another ; and when 
the world comes up to this high principle, and men's actions are 
shaped accordingly, society will instantly be raised from its 4ow con- 
dition, and stand upon a basis at once dignified and commanding. 
The splendid specimens of moral excellence which start up here 
and there from the dead level of society, are nothing else than the 
incipient struggles of some mighty spirit, which is destined to bring 
about this same consummation. As the eye travels back to a dim 
antiquity, they are scattered like lights along the path-way ; they 
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ire fire-fly lamps over a dead marsh at midnight ; flashes of the na- 
tive pride and power of the intellect starting up amid human cor- 
ruption. 

With the knowledge which such considerations as these give us, 
bow culpable is that man who falls in with the current, and is con- 
tented with follv because the multitude are so. The whisperings 
of a good conscience cannot be his, nor has his heart been trained to 
appreciate the excelleuce of virtue. No roan is altogether destitute 
of goodness, nor is there a heart on the face of the globe, but will 
start into heroism under certain circumstances ; but it is that sensi- 
bility which apprises us of the least departures from rectitude, which 
makes us see in the most inconsiderable of our actions some moral 
relation, which makes us regard all such relations apart from extra- 
neous circumstances, and which leads us to hold to them simply for 
themselves considered, that is worthy to be coveted. Most men are 
willing to be sometimes virtuous ; there never was a heart entirely 
deadened to the pleasing consciousness of deeds well done. The 
beautiful tradition of some one's scattering flowers on the grave of 
Nero, is not without its moral ; for it shows a comer in his heart yet 
open to the Gner sensibilities of our nature, and that there was some- 
thing redeemable in him which could make one eye moisten, when 
tbe worid cursed him. But that high and persuasive principle which 
is sensitive to a fault, which leads a man to move right onward and 
cherish it for its own sake, which moves him to disdain every mi- 
nor consideration — 

' Th' applaase of states, the mingled multitude, 
The thunder-plaudit of the world' — 

and to do that which the promptings of an honest heart tells him is 
right ; this is the heroism of virtue. A height as difficult in the at- 
tainment, as it is digniGed in the possession ; and he who has attain- 
ed it may well be called a great man. 

If the deGnition we have thus come at of a great man be the cor- 
rect one, how mortifying is the picture of human greatness ! That 
man alone is great who dares do right, is the truth established ; and 
of the world's great and good men, what multitudes does this deGni- 
tion shut out ! The mighty names which have traveled down to us 
from other ages, and been sounded in our ears with every thing 
which could elevate and dignify, what are they ! Our blind idolatry 
to intellect-— our 'deiGcation of villains and cut throats in purple— 
our pushing to the clouds those whose breath has been a blight and 
mildew to society — what is all this ! The principles on which we 
have proceeded are wrong — our minds have been blinded — tbe 
blackness of darkness has been over us — and we have lent our in- 
fluence to strengthen a system, whose tendency is to destroy. Tbe 
proper object of all exertion is the general good, and the proper 
stimaltnt to such exertion is integrity of purpose ; and he alone b a 

voim II. 19 
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great man who under every possible combination of cireunastances, 
can preserve this integrity ; who setting aside all baser considera- 
tions, makes the consciousness of well doing his glory, and not the 
emoluments of it ; and with the firm belief that each succeeding step 
but makes the path of duty easier^ pushes on to bis purpose. This 
is magnanimity. 

True magnanimity then has its foundation in virtue, and (we may 
add) once established in this, a man is great for ever. 

Yak College. 



MARY. 

" Well, Mary, you are moving fast 

From childhood up to youth, 
And, Mary, soon you'll look your last 

Upon it and its truth j 
Its pleasant days and sunny maze 

Will hurry from your view, 
And other scenes and other ways 

Will open unto you. 

" Yet take an old man's caution words 

Before your journeying; 
The good, experience affords, 

It is worth every thing ; 
'Twill help to give your barque a place 

Ob Life^ unstable coast. 
Where such vast numbers of our race 

Are driven and are lost. 

" And first, be sure yon look at things 

Precisely as they are ; 
cup off Imagination's wings, 

"They're fabe as they are fairy 
Renounce all the romantic aims 

You learned at boarding schools; 
Give men and things their proper names^ 

And leave the rest to fools. 

*' And next, make up your mind to bear 

Much sorrow and much wo ; 
The lot of all of us is care, 

And yoq must feel it so; 
And then, if you find happiness. 

Your heart need not reject it ; 
And sure, the gift will not be less 

That you did not expect it^ 
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*' And lastly, let pure faith rereal 

The motive and the spring, 
By which yoa look, and think, and feelj 

And acX in every thing; 
Without it, life is full of evil 

And useless as a fiction ; 
And man^s a brute, a^od, a deyil« 

A perfect contradiction. 

** With these three things, believe me, Maiy, 

Weil conn'd, vith only these. 
Your life will not deceive me, Mary, 

Nor will it fail to please; 
Ml will be like some generous spring 

We in a valley Jind^ 
Ricking the soil and murmuring 

A lesson for mankind.^* 

So sang I once upon a time 

To a. sweet budding Thing, 
ikist bursting into youth's fr^sh prime 

From childhood's fresher Springy 
Alas ! the minstrel was unheard, 

The.music could not save; 
And Autumn's melancholy bird 

Now sings by Mary's grave. 



THE PERSECUTED. 

Mart Barton is the daughter of the clergyman who has recently 
been settled in the small parish of A . She has just passed sev- 
enteen, and entered upon that brightest period of woman's life which 
hope has strewed with the joys of anticipation ; and even fruition 
can afford none higher, for fancy alone has planted the impress of 
perfection upon all her works. 

We would here, as the fashion is, present her portrait ; but it ex- 
hibits nothing very remarkable ; she possesses the common proper- 
ties of woman, that is, she is a female possessed of body and mind, 
eyes, nose, be. Yet there are peculiarities in her personal appear- 
ance, sufficient to distinguish her from the rest of her sex, among 
which are the following. 

Her beautiful dark brown hair is very abundant, and her forehead 
is the highest and broadest that we have ever seen a woman wear. 
A stranger would almost consider its breadth a deformity, until ac- 
quaintance had developed the strength and vigor of the mind that 
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has taken up its resideDce behind it. Her eyes reflect tbe pur0 
azure of the skies ; her heart, the purity beyond ; and that is all 
the blue there is about her. Her mouth — I will not attempt to de- 
scribe it, but it is the 6nest that ever popped a kiss. Her complex* 
ion is very fair, and her voice is always soft and sweet. Her mind 
is rather strong than active, and disciplined by tbe severer studies. 
Yet to her superior judgment is added tlie finest taste, especially in 
music. She is also possessed of the nicest sensibility ; such is its 
power that from trivial incidents, which would escape the notice of 
most people, the crimson tide will dash to her cheek, and only retire 
again as the equilibrium of her feelings is restored. In short, she is 
a very fine girl, as the heroine of a story ought to be — the favorite 
of the people among whom she formerly resided, as she is now in the 

parish of A . But she is particularly popular with the beaux. 

This is a rustic tribe, awkward and uncultivated — the crude materi- 
als of society ; yet they are proficients in that branch of knowledge 
which may naturally be deduced from the doctrine that ** it is not 
good for man to be alone," in which doctrine they are firm and 
practical believers. The evidence of this fact is, that, in the course 
of six or eight months. Miss Barton was persecuted with the par- 
ticular attentions of no less than four of them. 

The first of these was Julian Wadfern, the son of a venr respect- 
able farmer of considerable pro[ierty. He was a youth of promise, 
and had been bred to the profession of money-making ; and as a 
man's standing in the money market materially affects his success 
in the matrimonial lottery, his prospects thus far were very fair, and 
''bright-eyed fancy, hovering o'er," wielded the pencil before biro, 
under the tuition of Hope, that stiflf-necked divinity who never looks 
behind her. 

But we have mentioned his only recommendation as an aspirant 
after hymenial honors. The awkwardness of his person and the 
coarseness of his features rendered his appearance extremely un« 
prepossessing ; his mind — at twenty years of age be was as inno* 
cent of intellect, as he could be supposed to have been at twenty 

days from his birth; his conversation was ; and bis manners 

remind one of the ass which would win the affections of bis master 
by imitating the caresses of his pet dog. Yet, such as he was, he 
soon appeared as Miss Barton's most obedient. 

Julian took an early opportunity to pay his devoirs to our lieioine, 
and to secure the favor ot the little community at the parsonage, by 
giving them his assistance in making a settlement at their new resw 
dence. Yet he did not seem anxious to press his suit (or some 
time ; neither was be inert, as it seems, during this period, but was 
only collecting his forces for a final assault ; and as this brings us di- 
rectly to tbe catastrophe, we will enlarge upon the point. 

It was evening — and Julian rode up to the Rev. Mr. Barton's 
gate— dismounted from and secured bis steed — approached mkI 
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knocked at the door of the parsonage while apprehension was knock* 
log at the door of his heart, (and it might knock at it till doomsday 
without bitting it, unless his heart is bigger than his soul, whispers 
my chum who is peeping over my shoulder) — the door of the par^ 
sooage was opened and fear took possession of the citadel within* 
His inquiry for Miss B. was answered affirmatively, and he was ush- 
ered into the parlor — but so complete was the dominion of the ty- 
rant which had usurped the throne of bis feelings, that silence had 
sealed poor Julian's lips. He could scarcely reply to the salutation 
with which he was greeted, and after a few ineffectual efibrts on her 
part to maintain conversation, both relapsed into perfect silence— 
the stillness was appalling — no noise was heard save the occasional 
murmuring of domestic affairs in a remote part of the house, just 
sufficient to render the silence audible. From eight o'clock, the 
period of Mr. Wadfern's arrival, a very quiet half hour had elapsed, 
when it occurred to him that something must be said or the conver- 
latioD would flag ; so he cast about him for the material, until he at 
length hit upon a most proli6c and pro6table theme for conversation. 
He therefore opened his capacious attic, and from it fell the sage 
remark — ^** pleasant evenin." " Very pleasant — the air is very clear, 
and the stars shine with uncommon brightness. Are you a star- 
gazer ?" " Star's an all-fired good ox — he'll draw more'n any 
two oxen in town — 'ceptin cap'en Thad's Black and Broad. I'd 
gire fifty dollars in a minit to match him." This effort having ex* 
bausted the enthusiasm that prompted it, silence resumed her do* 
minion, while our hero made another foray into his upper regions in 
search of the few thoughts which were there wandering * in vacuo.' 

But be was soon diverted from this fruitless expedition by another 
consideration. He had called for the purpose of a "sitting up" with 
bis Dukinea. But before this design could be prosecuted the con- 
sent of the other party must be obtained ; and to obtain this was the 
difficulty which now absorbed the attention of our hero. 

Nine o'clock — and the crisis of affairs was approaching ; and after 
several adjustments of his courage, (an article by the way very diA> 
ficult of adjustment, and one which is very liable to get out of place 
upon such occasions, as we can testify from experience,) he succeed- 
ed in making the proposition — " 1 should like to spend a few hours 
with you." Mary, judging of the future by the past, replied, '^ I'd 
rather be excused." " Earth and heavens!" groaned Mr. Wadfem, 
while bis countenance plainly indicated that the assembled artillery 
of the one, and every thunderbolt of the other combined could not 
have filled him with such confusion as did the effervescence of his 
feelings of disappointment, wrath, chagrin, &lc. be. which tbissim* 
pie and decided, but unexpected reply called into exercise. His 
scattered senses, however, soon began to rally ; he seized his hat 
and retired with precipitation, and the only comment which he is 
leported eyer to have made upon the success of bis amour ' 
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" S-w-e-a-r — never'll go to Barton's agin." Here endeth the first 
lesson. 

The case of the second candidate contains nothing very remarka- 
ble. As bis success hinged upon the question whether he was pos- 
sessed of education, he was of course nonsuited, and^of course also 
not suited ; or rather he foresaw the result, and entered a " tioBe 
prostquiy^ and there the matter ended. 

The third candidate was a most notable character; allow us there- 
fore to introduce to your acquaintance Mister Zimri Hartshorn. 
Look at him ; he is a long, lank, lean, lazy loafer, six feet high, and 
shaped somewhat like a flatfish as to his three dimensions of length, 
breadth, and thickness ; and, to say no more of the rest of him, be 
bad the oddest phiz that ever mortal wore. We are sure — nei- 
ther that, nor any thing like it, is alluded to in the second command- 
ment. 

From his chin, the vanishing point of his countenance, his face 
suddenly expands to an enormous magnitude, sufficient to contain a 
huge pair of ivory semicircles, which, having a covering too small 
for them, exhibit an eternal grin. Now look a little dbove bis mouth ; 

iron see that badly-defined, but red and lurid light, shaped somewhat 
ike a small demijohn, with a hole or two in the bottom. Well, that's 
his nose ; you can distinguish the light which proceeds from it, from 
that which his eyes emit, by its color — that ot the latter resembling 
a pair of thick, horn lanterns. The whole is surmounted by a very 
modest, retiring forehead, above which appears a coarse thatchwork 
of muddy-colored hair ; (can't say whether the color is natural.) 
This was bis general appearance, except in cold weather, when he 
was accustomed to wear a crimson mitten on his nose. 

Of his habits we have nothing to say, except that his use of his 
father's white steed had procured for him the appellation of ^' Death 
on the pale horse ;" he was certainly death to the pale horse; lor he 
had not the index of the merciful man. 

This Zimri Hartshorn came to the conclusion that Mary Barton 
was the rib that Heaven had made for him, and we have now to show 
how he discovered his mistake. It was winter — and Zimri, who at- 
tended the same school with the object of his affections, thinking 
that a sleigh-ride would afford him the best opportunity to develop 
his passion and secure a reciprocation of it, wrote ^ note of invita- 
tion to Miss B. and dropped it on her book as he retired from school 
at recess, not doubting but that a man of his magnitude might be 
sure of the company of any lady at any time. We give it to our 
readers verbatim, as those who tread in his steps will doubtless be 
benefited by it, and all wilt be interested in the style. 

'' i am goin to briton [Brighton] next wensda and shud lik urQ 
company if u are willing — i shud lik to no to nite." 

Z. Hartshorn. 
' He waited two or three days for a reply, but he waited in vain* 
At length, supposing that some mistake had been committed, he em- 
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ployed a mediator. This was no other than his sister — the redoubt- 
able Miss Polly Hartshorn, of equal longitude with himself, though 
much inferior in latitude, and still more deficient in the third dimen- 
sion ; she was indeed the shadow of a mighty pungent name. 

Through her intervention he made the discovery that the mistake 
was all his own. Yet he did not despair — '' faint heart," he said, 
" never won fair lady." So he called into exercise all his little cun- 
ning, and next attempted, through Polly's influence, to procure a visit 
from the ladies, but in this too he failed ; yet the strife went on. In 
this contest, as in most others, the parties did not long contend alone; 
others were enlbted on either side. Zimri took to himself his father 
and his mother, his sister and his brother, &c. — the whole family-— 
in ail, seven spirits, more cunning though not so wicked as himself; 
and they entered into his plan and urged it forward, until the last 
state of that apology for a man was worse than the first. It had been 
good for him, as most people thought, if he had not been born ; but 
he was bom, and they determined to make the best of it. So a visit 
to the parsonage was decided upon by the whole family, hoping to 
take by assault the citadel which they could not sap ; but the expe- 
dition proved 2l forlorn hope, and defeat was just ready to hand her 
victim over to despair. As our object is to interest, we regret ex- 
ceedingly that we have not the particulars of an interview from which 
so much was expected, but we must let that pass, and return to our 
narrative. 

The family cavalcade was moving homeward in silence deep as the 
lowest bass of the distant thunder, and the party had made about 
half a mile in their onward progress, when Zimri suddenly exclaim- 
ed, ^* By thunder, Mary is a dam'd ugly girl. I don't think she's a 
bit pretty — I never'll speak to her agin as long as I live." '' I hope 
she'll .die an old maid," quoth Polly. ** I wish she was to Guinea," 
added ^unt Rue, who sustained the maternal relation to the rest of 
the party, with the exception of Zenas, her adored. " Well, by 
goll," said the major domo, '' I'll not subscribe for preachin agin 
while parson Barton stays." 

How much farther this interesting conversation was carried has not 
been reported to us ; but it might, without doubt, be obtained from 
aunt Nabby Werder, secretary of the gossiping society, who keeps 
the records and reports daily, nay, even hourly, upon every case of 
prospective matrimony in the town. 

For our heroine we bespeak the sympathies of all who feel for 
human woe. You see her harassed, perplexed, distressed — ^you see 
her sufferings augmented by the keenest sensibility, so that she is 
unable to offer effectual resistance to the evils which press upon her. 
But let it not be retorted upon us that toe should put our ' shoulder 
to the wheel' before we call upon others for their aid ; we have done 
what we could — ^we have visited her repeatedly for the purpose of 
offering her consolation, and we humbly hope that our efforts have 
not been entirely in vain. L. T. H. 
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TRANSLATtOK. 

FIRST ODE OF HORACE. 

*' Every way of man secmcth right ia his own eyes.*' 

Old 

Maecenas, thou to kings allied, 

My patron, and my pleasing pride ! 
Some joy, the Olympic dust to raise, 

To shun the gaol with glowing wheels, 
To crown their brow with blooming bays, 

To gain, like gods, applauding peals. 
Some feel their hearts with joy elate. 

Whom fickle mobs combine to raise 
To honors high and posts of state, 

With zeal, and shouts of vulgar praise. 
Some loTe their ample bams to fill. 

With all that's reaped in Lybian Tales. 
Some love paternal glebes to till, 

Who would not spread their swelling sails, 
And timorous plough the Myrtoan main. 

For all the Mysian monarch's hoard. 
When tempests rage, the merchant fain 

Doth prize the joy his lands afford ; 
But quick refits his shattered bark, 

And soon as wasting winds abate, 
He cleaves the billows deep and dark, 

Resolved to shun the poor man's fale. 
Some love to quaff old Massic wine, 

In idlene:^ to waste their da}'s, 
Outstretched beneath a verdant vine, 

Or where a sacred fountain plays. 
The trumpet's blast, the pomp of war. 

The clarion's notes re-echoing shrill, 
The fight, which mothers fond abhor, 

Full many a breast, with raptures fill. 
Huntsmen abroad all night abide, 

Their tender consort's charms forget, 
If faithful hounds a hind have spied, 

Or boar has broke their well-wrought net. 
Be mine, the poet's 1x7 wreath, 

Be mine, the nymph and satyr choirs. 
Be mine, the grove where zephyrs breathe-* 

To sing of these my soul aspires, 
If Polyhymnia's pipe resound. 

And Lesbos' lyre Euterpe string ; 
But if, 'mid lyric bards I'm crowned, 

I'll strike the stars with soaring wing. 

O. 

EaBATA IN No. 3.— Page 80th, 4th line fr. bottom, for treading read iknmdimg^ 
ige 81sl, 13lh line fr. top, for " Lillip^utiaJi," read " LajmlianJ^* 
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IMMORTALITY AS TAUGHT BY PHILOSOPHY. 
"Felix i^ui (lotuit reniin eopuxxnitn cuusafl.*' 

Philosophy ! How wide the range of its inquiries ! How bound- 
lew the field to be explored ! What is it ? ^' II F^rKfrafAv] ron ovruv," 
nj8 Pythagoras. " Scientia renim divinarum et humananim cum 
csusb/' says Cicero. And Lord Bacon, the prince of philosophers, 
ancient or modern, calls it concisely, '' interpretatio naturae." As 
we look at the definition, and then for an instant think on the time 
bestowed on us here for the study, we are compelled to feet that 
ftll of time would be too short for us to advance beyond the vesti- 
bule of the temple of philosophy, and that immortality itself could 
scucely afford us opportunity for the study of its unnumbered won- 
ders. Our present attempt is to exhibit tlie doctrine of the immor- 
tality of the soul as we derive it from philosophy — piiilosophy, we 
mean, unaided by her at whose feet human wisdom may feel privi- 
leged to sit, and learn some of her most valuable lessons — Divine 
Revelation. 

There is an intrinsic interest in the subject before us, which is 
possessed by few other philosophical inquiries. It is pressed on 
him who sees do other licrht than that of nature, with a momentous- 
ness and impressiveness that give it true sublimity. That there is a 
soul, no more than that there is a God, requires no proof. Both are 
irrefragably established in ev^ery heart ; and the most successful ef- 
forts of sophistry, though for a time they may have silenced, have 
never been able to destroy the undying consciousness cf either. 
This quickening, active, thinking principle, the "Vvyri of the Greeks, 
the ^fitma of the Latins, — that breath of the Almighty which he in- 
spired into the senseless clay that he had fashioned in the human 
form — that is the soul ! What, then, is its duration? When the 
pulse ceases its beating — when the wonderful machinery of life 
stands still — when the cold chill of death passes from part to part, 
leaving a motionless statue what, just now^ was instinct with life and 

Toi.. II. 20 
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feeling — when all that is visible of man sinks into loathsome corrup- 
tion — whither goeth the soul ? The eye may weary in looking for 
it, but its subtile texture defies human vision. The ear may be at- 
tent, but not the slightest rustling gives indication of the passing 
of the spirit. The feather may attest by its movement the presence 
of the feeblest breath, but the soul, subtile as vacuum itself, nor sigbti 
nor hearing, nor any sense has ever been able to perceive. How 
know we then that it continues to exist ? If no sense informs us 
that it leaves the clay, why may we not conclude, that with the 
body the soul has perished ? 

In our present inquiry we have said, we will look only for gui- 
dance to the light of nature. Let us first then examine what is this 
light of nature, and by what kind of evidence we are to be convinced 
of the truths she reveals. 

There have always existed in the world two classes of self-styled 
philosophers, who, it appears to us, have alike proved themselves 
unworthy of the title. The one, professing a great veneration for 
nature, have extolled her as the all-sufiSicient instructress of man. 
Jn their short sighted admiration of her beauty and her grandeur, 
they have forgotten that it was her design to lead their thoughts 
<<from nature up to nature's God." Mistaking the effect for the 
cause — neglecting the admonitions of the professed object of their 
adoration — in the pride of natural reason, they have elevated nature 
to the seat of the Deity. Almost as much mistaken have been those 
who, overlooking the true worth of nature's teachings, have denied 
faer any ofiSice in man's moral illumination. There are instincts, 
if you please, — likings and aversions,— desires and antipathies, — 
hopes and fears, — which heaven itself has implanted in man. There 
are, besides, abilities for reasoning on these sentiments and feelings, 
as well as on the facts with which observation and experience ac- 

Jjuaint us ; and for settling principles from these reasonings. Now, 
irom whatever source these means of reasoning are derived, they are 
the light of nature which we are seeking. 

Nor for our conviction of the truths which nature teaches, do we 
need absolute demonstration. The same amount and kind of evi- 
dence on which we act in the most important concerns of life, we 
think should be suffered here to have equal weight. There are, 
too, many and pertinent arguments, which we leave untouched, from 
a feeling of our own utter incompetency of handling them to advan- 
tage. 

We assume, in the first place, that the existence of the Creator is 
revealed by the works of nature. The present age would look no 
further for evidence of his sound philosophy, should one of its pre- 
tenders avow his disbelief in the existence of a God. It is clear, 
too, that the Creator, in all His actions, proceeds upon fixed and 
immutable rules ; adapting means to ends, and evincing such marks 
of design as to admit no doubt of the existence of a designer. If 
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then the soul shows its adaptation for immortality, we may safely 
infer that it will be immortal. 

We derive a strong argument of probability, at least, from the fact 
that we know not in nature a single instance of annihilation. We 
see, indeed, all things characterized by the one unvarying progress 
of change; but scarcely the most thorough-going sceptic will deny, 
that so far as we know, matter is indestructible. Combinations are 
resolved, we allow, into their elements ; but into what elements will 
you resolve the simple, indivisible soul ? It is indeed separated from 
the body in which it had so long resided ; but whilst it remained 
there, it was altogether distinct from that body, as we know not only 
from our native consciousness, but from the well known fact that the 
body which it left was composed of entirely different materials from 
that which it had at first entered ; since physiologists assure us that 
DO particle of the original substance of the body is remaining in it, 
after the lapse of even a few years, whilst memory and the same 
consciousness prove that the soul remains undiminished and unal- 
tered. We may safely then conclude, that the soul will endure as 
long at least as matter. 

Nor is there any evidence that the soul has ceased to exist, from 
the fact that it has changed its former relations, and that we can no 
longer see its actions through its former instrumentality. '' Suppose 
a person (says Cicero) to have been educated from his infancy in a 
chamber, where he enjoyed no opportunity of seeing external oh* 
jects but through a small chink in the shutter, would he not be apt 
to consider this chink as essential to his vision, and would it not be 
difficult to persuade him that his prospects would be enlarged by de- 
molisbing the walls of his prison ?" Now, fanciful as this analogy 
may be, we conceive that it may furnish us with an illustration of 
the possibility of the soul's existence after separation from the body. 
With the same view we may be allowed to introduce a brief quota- 
tion from Dugald Stewart. In this supposition, he says, '^ there is 
nothing contrary to the analogy of what we have already experi- 
enced in the former history of our own being. The change which 
takes place in the state of the infant at the moment of its birth, may 
perhaps be analogous to the change we are destined to undergo at 
the moment of our dissolution. And it is probable that if an infant 
in the womb were capable of reflecting on its condition, it would be 
as apprehensive of the consequences of birth as we are of those of 
death." 

Another and still stronger argument is derived from the intel- 
lectual and moral nature with which we have been endowed. The 
existence of the Creator and His benevolence of design we have as- 
sumed. For what purpose, then, did He bestow on man those pow- 
ers of mind by which chiefly he is distinguished from the brute ? 
Why implanted He in the human breast such an inextinguishable 
thirst for knowledge, such noble covetousness of mental treasure, 
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that the eye is never satisfied with seeing, nor the ear with beariog ? 
Why as man climbs steep after steep in pursuit of knowledge, does 
he not stay his step, but presses on, from summit to summit, scarce 
resting to glance at the widening prospect he can now command id 
his insatiate ardor for filling the ever unsatisfied soul ? Why gave 
the Creator to him those faculties that enable him to study out the 
laws by which the Universe is ruled, — to calculate the motions and 
times of bodies almost infinitely remote, — to reason from cause to 
effect, and back from effect to cause, — to scan the glorious purposes 
of God Himself? 

" Those numerous worlds that throug the firmament, 
And ask more space in heaven, can roll at large 
In man's capacious thought, and still leave room 
For ampler orbs, for new creations there." 

Surely never would the Deity have filled the mind with powers for 
infinite expansion ; never would He have gifted man with capacities 
that by improvement might surpass the present abilities of the high- 
est cherubim, had He not intended for him an immortality of exist- 
ence in which they might expand. 

Look too at the moral powers and sentiments. Were these made 
but to be destroyed ? See energies such as those of Howard — act- 
ing under the impulses of such God-like benevolence — and tell roe 
if that soul has been annihilated while senseless matter has contin- 
ued to endure. But full of weighty considerations as is this branch 
of our subject, we cannot dwelt on it. We only say that if man is 
not immortal, the brute is happier in his ignorance than man can be 
with the belief that so soon as he attains his highest measure of 
knowledge and of virtue, he shall be blotted, in an instant, from ex- 
istence. It would be blasphemy in the most ignorant heathen, to 
charge the God of heaven with thus vainly tantalizing roan with such 
desires never to be accomplished, and such faculties never to be ex- 
ercised. 

Besides this thirst for knowledge, man possesses an irrepressible 
and ever increasing desire for immortality. 

" Nature's first wish is endless happiness; 

Annihilation is an aHer thought; 

A monstrous wish, unborn till virtue dies." 

Who does not shudder at the thought of annihilation ? None, save 
he, who lost to virtue would choose it as the bitter alt^native of 
endless suffering. What but this desire, this conviction of immor- 
tality, induced the heathen poets and orators, statesmen and histo- 
rians, to make such mighty efforts that their names and memory 
might be immortal ? Why did Tully almost disdain to bestow on 
temporal existence the title of life ? '' My mind," says he, <' was 
ever raising its views into future ages, strongly persuaded that I 
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should then only begin to live, when I ceased to exist in the present 
world/' 

But perhaps we have no more forcible testimony to the truth of 
our position, th^n the universal prevalence of its belief in every age, 
and among every people. The universal consent of mankind is the 
voice of the God of nature speaking in man. Conscience, until 
perverted and seared by a long course of opposition, is a faithful wit- 
ness. Why then, except from a conviction of the soul's immor- 
tality, has this monitor spoken in every human bosom, and influ- 
enced the conduct of every human being, pointing the mind to that 
fiUurCf when the deserts of good or ill shall be bestowed ? Why the 
dread, shown or concealed, with which the consciously gui]ty, even 
in heathen lands, have always met the hour of death, save from the 
fear of future retribution ? Why the remorse of the guilty criminal, 
who despises revelation, save that the voice of nature thunders above 
the tempest of passion and of crime, ^'the soul can never die"? 
Why the terrors beneath which the hardiest infidel cowers in the 
hour of danger, save that reason, or perhaps natural religion, teaches 
bim, in spite of his efforts to elude the conviction, that even the an- 
nihilation which in his desperation he would choose, is denied to his 
undying soul ? 

Human nature speaks the same lesson too, under different cir- 
cumstances. When a loved object is torn from the embrace of 
affection, when the soul is yearning towards one of whom death has 
deprived us, reason as well as revelation teaches, ^< I shall go to him, 
though he shall not return to me." '^ O ! praeclarum diem," ex- 
claimed the elder Cato, " cum ad illud divinum animorum concilium 
coetumque proficiscar. Proficiscar enim ad Catonem meum ;" * * 
et '^ me ipse consolabar existimans, non longinquum inter nos digres- 
sum et discessum fore." 

But were the belief not universal, the fact is indisputable, that 
many of the ancients, unpossessed of the light of revelation, by rea- 
soning derived wholly from nature, were convinced, and have re- 
corded their conviction of the soul's immortality. The stoics feigned 
indeed to disbelieve the doctrine, but so also did they feign insensi- 
bility to pain and sorrow. Besides the sentiments ot Cicero just re- 
ferred to, those of Plato, and Xenophon, and especially of Socrates, 
are well known. When one of the friends of the latter asked for di- 
rections as to the disposal of his body after his death, the historian 
tells us that the philosopher was offended, even at the supposition, 
that any thing mortal should be an object of regard to him, after it 
had lost its value, by the departure of the immortal principle, which 
alone ennobled it. 

We have thus briefly noticed a few of the considerations by which 
unassisted reason might be led to the inference of the soul's future 
existence. They are such as cheered the philosophers and moral- 
ists of ancient times, to whom '^ life and immortality bad not been 
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brought to light in the gospel," with hopes that illumined wi* 
faint glimmering their passage to the tomb. Yet we cannot i 
nof need we, that with the truth they held the most preposteroi 
rors. The wild caprice of the metempsychosis, and the still v 
fiintasy of the eternal pre-existence of the soul, serve only to i 
cate the necessity of that divine revelation, without whose aid, 
many particulars, the truth could never have been attained, 
associations of that future world, the nature of its employments 
more than all, the resurrection from the dead, this mortal putth 
immortality, and this corruptible, incorruption — man knows on 
he learns them from the scriptures of truth. So far as enligbi 
reason can go, she walks hand in hand with revelation ; where 
son fails, faith with irrefutable evidence comes in, and revelation 
the triumphant way. 

T. T. 

YaU. 
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His lofty brow is deeply calm, 
As wiUi intense and Toiceless thought 

He gazes on the hallowed sod, 

That drank the warrior-stranger's blood, 
Who here for freedom nobly fought, 

And fell, where glory's deathless rays 

Beamed o'er him with efiulgent blaze. 

O ! could he wake to life again, 

To see this bright "exulting day" — 
See freedom's sons their offerings bring, 
And hear their shouts of glory ring — 

Vain thought, alas ! he's passed away. 
And though the conflict's wildest roar 
Should thunder past, he'll wake no more. 

His mighty spirit's gone, and low 
In silent dust the hero sleeps — 
No sculptured warrior mourns his fate — 
No cypress shades the fallen great. 

But Freedom o'er him bending weeps, 
And with her mourns her noblest son, 
The peerless patriot, Washington. 
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Yean roll along, and hymns of joy 

Break wildly sweet from hill and plain, 
And peace, in radiant beaaty, waves 
Her olive-branch above the graves 

Of those in battle's tempest slain. 
Bat still for them our tears flow free, 
Who booght with death oar liberty. 

Their ghastly woands were not in vain, 

Nor aseless rolled the crimson flood — 
Their spirits, flying through the world, 
Bear freedom's standard wide unfurled, 

Triumphantly o'er fields of blood; 
And vanquished tyrants blench and flee 
Before the banner of the free. 



SCIENCE AND SUPERSTITION. 

It was a delightful afternoon in July, when Albert Sterneston, a 
German student^ shutting up a huge folio which he had been perus- 
ing, directed his steps towards the dwelling of his affianced bride. 
Tbekla Coningston was the daughter of an eminent professor, who 
pursued his literary avocations in a retired village on the borders of 
Germany. She was naturally gifted with a high and noble mind, 
which had been most carefully cultivated by her affectionate father, 
and was not only versed in the lighter studies of the day, but a pro- 
ficient in many of the more abstruse branches of science. Albert 
Sterneston had been first attracted by her beautiful face ; then in- 
spired with respect for her superior intellect; but he was won by 
the rich depth of feeling that at length centered in her love for him. 
The enthusiasm which shone forth in her every action and gave a 
new coloring to life, found in the gifted young student a fit object 
for its idolatry. Her gay spirits were gradually melting into tbe so- 
bered cheerfulness of maturer years, and at times merged into slight 
melancholy. She felt that happiness was hers, but superstition 
faintly tinged her mind, and often forebodings would disturb its se- 
renity. 

That beautiful afternoon in July found her deeply involved in 
gloom. She looked out on the silvered clouds, poised in the trans- 
parent sky and mellowing the warm light, but no sunshine fell upon 
her soul. A well known step was heard, and she flew to meet 
Albert. He seated himself by her side, and with tender anxiety 
marked the sad expression of her lovely countenance. 

" Thekla, why thus ? Did you not wish to see me ?" 
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" Yes, Albert, I ever rejoice at your presence, and now you are 
most welcome, for my spirit is very sorrowful. Yester-night I 
dreamed of you !" 

'^ And is this so uncommon that it troubles you ? Thekla is the 
presiding genius of my nightly visions !" 

" Do not trifle, Albert," she replied, in a tone of deep melancholy. 
^* I heard a voice which forbade our union, but I vowed that I would 
disobey the prohibition. Then I saw a fiery ball fall from the sky 
and draw near my head, which so terrified me that I awoke." 

" Thekla !" vehemently exclaimed Albert, *•' you cannot believe 
this will happen. If you seek to break our engagement, it is done." 

" I wish it not. I will be thine," she firmly replied. 

'< Thank you, dearest, and now smile again. It is lovely without, 
let us walk to Krentzner's grove." Thekla consented, and slowly 
they proceeded to the spot. A beautiful plain spread before them, 
nearly surrounded by hills, and divided by a swifdy flowing stream. 

There was a slight sound. Thekla grasped Albertjs arm, and 
faintly articulated, " Did you hear that ?" " Yes ! but"— ere he could 
finish, there was a rumbling, as of distant thunder. Liouder and 
louder it fell upon their startled ears, till a bright ball of fire ap- 
peared. On it swept with tremendous velocity, leaving a long train 
of light ; then a loud report ensued, and a burning fragment des- 
cending, buried itself in the earth. All nature seemed aflTrightcd ; 
animals lay prostrate with fear, and the ground where it fell seemed 
heaving convulsively. Albert was on his knees, but Thekla stood 
firm, one arm around a slight tree, while her hand was still clasped 
in that of her lover. All was still for a few moments, till Albert 
cried out, " Speakj scream, weep, for heaven's sake, any thing to 
break this awful silence. 'Twas yesterday I read to you of meteors, 
which like this have often fallen to the earth. Look up, dearest, 
the danger now is past." 

The beautiful girl lowered her long eye lashes, and a tear stealing 
through them, fell upon her pallid cheek. At length almost me- 
chanically she spoke. 

'5 Albert, to-night we part for ever. My dream is fulfilled." 

^* Tbfekla, you are unharmed, and I have heard of similar coinci- 
-denoes, between the visions of an excited imagination and the actual 
phenotif^na of nature." 

•''To warn equally presumptuous mortals. When you can tell 
whence came the strange appearance, I will consent to become your 
wife." 

" Whatever be its origin, are we of suflicient consequence to cause 
such a phenomenon ? No! Thekla; God reveals not thus his will. 
Why not believe that the comet brings misfortune in its train ?" 

" Because men can predict the period of its return. But who 
foretold the coming of that fearful star?" 

'' Thekla, I will not rest, till I explain its cause. Then, if you 
cannot disprove my tlieory, will you be mine ?" 
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" I Will ! But I fear yours will prove a hopeless task." 

Three months passed away, and again Albert Stemeston sought 
ihe dwelling of Thekia Coningston. How changed were they boUi ! 
She, worn with hopelessness — he, pallid with excitement and un- 
wearied study. But hope of success lent a glow of happiness to the 
latter, as \ye hastened to communicate the result of his inquiries. In 
silence he led Thekia to the porch, and pointed to the pale crescent 
moon. Then he spoke of its mountains, and depicted the proba- 
bility of their volcanic summits. These volcanoes might break forth 
aod project their fragments into the sphere of the earth's attraction. 

" Think you, Thekia," he added, '^ that a kind providence would 
cause a fearful eruption in yon orb, to impair the happiness of two 
mortals ?" ' 

'* I know not if this be even probable. But leave me now and 
return in an hour ! I cannot think calmly while you are near." 

Albert walked towards the grove, so late the scene of terror, and 
then returned to Professor Coningston's. In Thekla's eyes he read 
bis doom. She sadly bade him desist from his vain pursuits for his 
own sake. 

" Albert, the fragment was so large, that the force necessary to 
send it to the earth would have torn a volcano from its base." 

Almost heart-broken he turned away, but determined never to re- 
nounce his undertaking. 

Three months agaiti flew away, and in the dimness of twilight 
Thekia saw Albert approach. Joy lighted his face, and conscious- 
ness of success lent an erectness to his figure, as he drew near the 
object of his devotion. His dark eyes flashed with enthusiasm when 
be bade her look at the planet Jupiter. A planet might once have 
occupied the wide space between that orb and Mars, in which the 
asteroids now move, and Ceres, Pallas, Juno, and Vesta, be but its 
remains. He paused not to imagine what sin had caused this world 
to be blotted from the book of the stars, but only marked tlie blank 
where it mio[ht have been ; in the tremendous shock of its de- 
struction, smaller fragments, thrown by irresistible force into mnnite 
space, have from time to time come within the sphere of the^earth's 
attraction, and become ignited while passing through the atroos- 

[)here. While he stated many arguments in support of his theory, 
lope was kindled in Thekla's bosom. Her ruby lips parted in ear- 
nest attention, and an expression of intense interest illuminated her 
fine countenance. As he finished, she exclaimed, '* Your eloquence 
has not only convinced my reason, but has heightened my lore. 
How can I fear aught with you ?" They sought to know no more 
on earth of the supposed planet, but looked forward in glorious anti- 
cipation to the time when, freed from the incumbrances of mortality, 
they might wander from star to star, and know as they were known, 
▼ot. II. 21 Fenella 
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JTRAGMENT* 

FROM 

THE FATAL CURSE, 

{as unfinished TRIGEDY.) 

Act 3. 
SCENE I. A Gothic Hall. 

Don Guzman — (dUcorered seated at a table — ttpeaks.) 

Ate, it u so ; there is no 'scaping it, 

That men are what they are because they must be. 

Who says *I wUl* says what another will, 

Who says * I do* says what another does, 

Of which he is the poor, poor agent only — 

Aye, it is so. We have kind natures given us 

To make those kind about us; we have sins. 

That virtue may stand out in contrast with them, 

And make them beautiful. Thus Heaven is prais'd. 

For Heaven is viitae, — so moves on the world. 

Let no man say * I trt/Z,' but say, Fate will, 

For in the very instant and the' being * 

Of thought that prompts the saying is a sin. 

Which in the face of heaven smells rank as death, 

And is on the bright soul a leprosy. 

Enter Abslmo, a monk, vnperceived, 
Now, then, to play the hypocrite awhile — 
Benedicile ! 

Guzman. 

You are most welcome, father ; 
Your blessing. 

A8EI.M0. 

That thou ever hast, my son. 
And from the moody current of your thought. 
If so I read your countenance aright. 
Thou hast much need of blessings. 



* It is hardly necessary to state that the writer intended this tragedy for one of 
oar Literary Societies, by which he was requested to undertake it. Circumstan- 
ces he need not mention have interfered with his plans, and the work is conse- 
quently relinquished. What is here given is the opening of the third Act, where 
the tragic Muse broke her bridle and leA the writer in the mire. He has made 
efforts to resume the work, but as Coleridge says in the * Ancient Mariner' — 

' Day aAer day, day aAer day 
He Uuck,* 
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GuZMAlf. 

Thou safest well. 
I am so wrapp'd Id gloom I cannot see 
One ray of hope. I seem in some vaat care, 
The light of heaven shut out. — These marble pillars 
Frown like yast rocks all green with mould and age, 
Where the foul reptile clambers.— These proud arches 
Fretted with gold and curious workmanship, 
Are hung as with a grave's pall. — While my doubts 
Hiss in my ears like slimy adders crawling 
In loathsome caverns. — Father, give me counsel. 

ASBLMO. 

Thou cam'st not to confessional, this mom. 

GuzMAir. 

My thoughts were all too black — I dared not come. 

ASSLMO. 

Did'st thou do penance 1 On the flinty earth 
Did'sl kneel an hour last night 1 

Guzman. 

I did, good father, 

AsSLMO. 

And did'st not find relief? 

GuaMAN. 

I was more wretched. 

AsELMO, (severe.) 
Thou pray est wrong 1 When men do call on heaven 
They would foist in the ear of Deity 
Their vile abominations, and so make 
God a gross pander. They who go up there, (jtoifUing np) 
Leave earth behind ! Such men are good men, they 
Do hold the keys of heaven ! 

GuzMAir. 

Father, pray for me. 

AsBLMO, {not aitending to him,) 

Good men do right — good men are honorable. 
All virtues, whatsoe'er their name or place, 
Are jewels which they wear upon their brows. 
To make bad men and villains slink away, 
And virtuous ones walk in the face of heaven, 
To purge the air and make the world ashamed. 
Good men keep faith — never strike hands with ruffians — 
Good men that swear, make oaths they will not break- 
Good men look back upon a well spent life. 
Nor shudder at the horrid images 
That faithful memory doth conjure up— 
GkKximen — 

GUIMAN. 

No more, good father, Apace me, spare mtl 
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ASELXO. 

Thy life, my son— 

GVZM Alf. 

Has be«D a s&.l one, lather, 
For I have sinned ing«t foully. Yci I hope : 
Fur 1 have ieelin^ which men say are good, 
I love my friends, I try to make men happy, 
I feed the poor, I — 

AssLMO. (Mtemly.) 

Dost thou keep thine oaths 1 
Who swears should think an angel at his side, 
Writiog the contract down ; that sacred contract 
Is winged to Heaven's high chancery, and registered 
Till man shall meet it! 

GuiMAir. 

Think'st thon, holy father. 
That men should keep all oaths 1 

Assi«ico. 

Will Heaven be mocked ? 
And think'st thon if men wiU mock Heaven, my son, 
It were not right to hold them to their folly 1 
To swear, is wrong ! to break an oath, is— death ! 

GuxicAir. 

Wilt leave me, father, I would be alone. 

(Elzit Aselmo, ineering.) 

SCENE II. The same. 
(Guzman sits loU in ikoughi — Enttr Inez, runs up to him as he sits^ and knceh.) 

IjfSZ. 

Father, dear father, you're not well to day ! 
Nay, nay, I see it^^o not think to cheat me. 
You are not well. There's care upon your brow. 
Your lip is pale, your hand is feverish, 
You are not well. 

GuzKAir. 
Would I were in my grave. 

Inks. 
And where were Inez then ? 

GuxMAir. 

True, true,— 'tis a bad world,— 
And oA it deals with such as thee most harshly. 

IlVEX. 

But, father, why are you thus sad to-day 1 
I'm just come in from wandering on the hills — 
Every thing smiles there. All is full of life 
And beauty and luxuriance. There the winds 
Are playing with the loaves, the fresh green leaves 
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That dance and glance and glitter— there the birds 
Are whistling in them — and among the flowers 
That on the sonny side of the yoang hilU 
Blossom, the bees are hamming — earth sends up 
From all her landscapes, groves and fields and streams, 
A shout of gladness ! Why should y<m be sad 1 

Guzman. 

My daughter, Age looks out upon the world 

Not with youth's eyes. The soAen'd light that falls 

Upon your vision, catching from each thing. 

Its feint and tone and feeling — in my eyes 

Is black as night. All that I look upon 

Looks gloomy, and the things, should bring me joy 

Bring nothing but sadness. 

Imsz. 

Is't no pleasure, then, 
To see those glad fibout you 1 

GirzM Air, (looking long at her.) 
Yes — by the virgin ! yes — 
Inez, I never look upon your face, 
But I am glad. 

Iirsz. 
Then let me ever stay with you — 
Cling round your neck— be folded in your heart — 
That yon may alwajrs smile. 

GusMAir. {laying hit hand on her head.) 

Ye gracious Heavens ! 
O ! if within the storehouse of your joys, 
One gift there be than others the most perfect, 
Let it rest here. Let no rude storms assail 
Her gentle nature — be her life a stream 
Meanden'ig through green vaies bedeck'd with flowers 
Of summer sweetness — le^ no pining sorrow 
Eat at her heart anii cat Its sympathies 
From what it loves— and when her sun goes down. 
Be it the star which sinbs beneath the wave, 
Only to rise again and bring the day ! 

Inez. 

My more than father ! 

Guzman. 

Prithee, Inez, tell me, 
How many years hast seen 1 

Inez. 

Scarce fifteen yet. 
Guzman. 
Poor thing ! flang out upon a heartless world 
To test its charities. Thy mom of life 
Wa.s like a sail far oflfat sea descried, 
Come from we know not whither, whieh the winds 
Brought to a kindly haven — 



1«5 



166 THE FATAL CUR8B. 

Inks. 

And to thte. 
What were I withont theel 

GUZMAV. 

I found a flower, 
A little one ' jost sprouted on a bank,' 
Gentle and beautiful. I took that flower 
And nurs'd it in the soil of my own heart, 
Where it expanding has repaid my love 
With such a wealth of sweetness, that the world, 
The wide, wide world should never buy it of me. 
That flower was— 

Iirsx. 
Inez. O, my more than father ! 
If in poor Inez's heart there be one joy, 
She would not sacrifice— one thought, one wish. 
One hope of future good she would not crush, 
At your command — then cast poor Inez off. 
And call her most ungrateAil. 

^ GuxMAir. 

Cheer thee, sweet, 
I shall not tax thy gentle nature hard ; 
For thou wert made for gentlest oAces, 
And gentlest mintst'rings and deeds of charity ; 
The lightest storms that riot in men's heart, 
They would kill thee— nay, nay, I shall not tax thee ; 
Yet take an old man's counsel. Be tAou charier 
Of thy pure feeliwigs. Love, in maiden^ hearts^ 
Is like same chemic property which absorbs 
All other passiouSf making love her life ; 
And in a world like this, believe me, sweet, 
it is a light that oft as otherwise 
Leadeth astray. 

Inez. 
Yet, sure, I may love tkee — 
I have done so, and you have all my heart. 

Guzman. 

Ah ! say you so 1 thine all and every wish 1 

Inez. 
My perfect heart. 

Guzmam. 

Is there no secret in't, 
To chase the tell-tale blood up to thy cheeks. 
At— Juan's name 1 Ah f but I spare thee, Inez ; 
I do not wish to probe thy woman's weakness. 
Love him, sweet Inez — he is worthy of you, 
Love him with your whole heart, and— villain, how now ! 

(Enter Servant.) 
Sbrvaitt. 

My lord, two strangers at the castle gate 

Ask for admittance. 
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GvZMAlf. 

Give them such at once, then, 
And say them welcome. (il horn wiUkoui.) 

Imxx. 
Ah, 'tis Juan ! father. 
GuzMAir. 
Joan ! what — how — mjr son — why, prithee, Inez, 

Where goest thoa ? 

Imsi. 

Unto my chamber, father, 

Guzman. 

jNay — nay — 

Inbz. 

I prithee, father — ^prithee — let me, 

{Exit, cm\fused.) 

Scene III. The same. 
{Enter Juan and Raymond.) 

GuZMAlf. 

My son ! my noble son ! 

Juan. 

My father, my dear father ! (kneels.) 

GvZMAlf. 

Rise up, my boy ! and in thy father's heart 
Find fitting welcome. Thou art welcome home ; 
And snch a joy, through these old limbs of mine 
Thy coming gives — a thousand thousand welcomes ! 
But who is this, my son ? 

JuAir. 

My friend, my father. 
My well tried friend, and one who saved my life. 

GuzMAir. 
Then is he twice a friend by that brave act. 

Raymond. 
My lord — 

Guzman. 

What — Raymond ! sure, it cannot be. 

Raymond. 
The same, my lord. Dame Fortune on my back 

Has buckled greatness — which I bear about 
Much as a coward bears a brave man's cloak. 
His swagger telling 'twas not made for him. 

Guzman. 
Come to my arms ! Thy father was a poor ; 

Yet was he a most gallant gentleman. 
Witty and wise. In all our civil wars, 
With which the kingdom groan'd ; in all my ranks, 
There was no better or a braver man ; 
Thy rise bespeaks his blood, and saying thus 
I say thee much. Brave deeds, young gentleman, 
Are nature's signets of nobility 
Which shew the beggar prouder than the king 
With all his royal rags— ♦ ♦ ♦ • • 
• ♦♦♦♦♦•♦•• 

Yttle CiAkge. 
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MUSIC. 

To enter into an elaborate investigation or a pbilosophical discus- 
sion of the principles of musical science, is altogether foreign to our 
present purpose. The few loose and desultory remarks we may 
make will refer principally to its effects. 

Poeis have sung the reeds of the Nile, the flute of Pan, and 
the lyre of Apollo, as the first attempts at musical instruments, but 
we are inclined to believe that to no fortuitous circumstance, or in- 
stniction of heathen god or goddess, can be ascribed the origin of the 
art. That man from his very creation employed his vocal powers 
in the production of musical sounds, •. we think cannot be doubted. 
The complaints of pain and the exclamations of joy, required no 
other instructor than the feeling, to be developed ; the heart fur- 
nished the "to be expressed" music the means of expression. Al- 
though our knowledge of ancient musk; is necessarily very limited, 
yet from all we are able to learn of it, we must infer that it was ex- 
tremely unlike that of modern date, both in nature and efl^cts. 
Many of the accounts which are transmitted to us, concerning its 
almost miraculous influence in olden time, are quite incredible, 
though there are many considerations which should have their weight 
in our decisions respecting their truth, which are usually unappre- 
ciated. We do not find diseases now obedient to its power as they 
are reported formerly to have been : — the melody of the lyre, in 
these days of architectural improvement, would scarcely be an effi- 
cient power for raising the walls, not of a second Thebes, but even 
of a common dwelling : — and Paganini himself, we imagine, would 
be unwilling, Amphion-like, to cast himself into the sea, relying 
upon the power of his harmony. Though there is doubtless much 
of poetic fiction mingled in these singular tales, yet we cannot but 
believe that ancient music did actually produce effects which we 
never witness as its result. 

In order to produce the greatest impression, music had not to 
await that comparative perfection at which it has arrived in modem 
times ; nay, this very improvement has weakened, rather than in- 
creased its power. The mind in its comparatively simple state was 
better fitted to receive strong impressions from the sounds, and the 
taste was as yet unhampered by that fastidiousness wbkb has char- 
acterized it since. The ear uninstructed, unmodelled, received and 
conveyed at once the music to the heart, being entirely unoccupied 
with the considerations of the complicated and intricate mazes of 
harmony, which are at present the '^ sine qua non." Science has 
exerted her influence upon music, and now^ although the feelings 
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awakened are perhaps of a more delicate aod higher cast, yet we 
have at the same time lost the power of communicating and receiv- 
ing those intense and transporting emotions, which in earlier years 
lay within its province. We are inclined to smile at the stories of 
diseases cured, maniacs restored to reason, and the power of the 
deadliest poisons rendered ineffectual by the influence of musical 
incantation ; at the same time there may be more of truth than we 
are apt to imagine even in such tales. 

We know that if any note of the musical scale be sounded, a vi- 
bration will take place in the corresponding string of any musical 
stringed instrument which may be near, and we shall hear the same 
note swelling like an echo from the vibrating string. By what mys- 
terious sympathy this is effected, we cannot tell ; but upon the same 
principle may we not sup|>ose that there are certain nerves or flbres 
of the human system, which may receive an impuke from musical 
sound causing their vibffation ? 

There is not only a possibM^ but we think an exceeding proba- 
bility, that the effect of music in certain disorders may be favora- 
ble ; if not directly affecting the nerves, yet operating by its sooth- 
ing influence upon the mind, and through the mind upon the nervous 
system ; and we think it by no means difficult to conceive that a 
combination of poetry and music miglit produce extraordinary 
effects ; that as the poetry stimulated the mind, and the musical 
sounds gave motion to the nerves, the fervid conceptions in the one, 
and the powerful intonations of the other, were sometimes capable of 
iaflueocing both intellect and sensation, and that transient changes 
in the mental and corporeal economy might result. We see even in 
our own time the influence of the combination of poetry and simple 
music in exciting the passions of the human heart. The Marseilles 
Hymn, when sung in grand chorus by a French populace, is said to 
arouse them to fury ; here the music simply does not exert the in- 
fluence, but as connected with the spirited appeal of the poetry. It 
is doubtful whether music by itself, without the assistance of its sis- 
ter art, would ever attain its highest power, and gain that command 
of human feeling which even we sometimes witness. It is true that 
all the music of particular regions is frequently characterized by pe- 
culiarities to such a degree, that we immediately recognize it with- 
out the aid of language : the Scottish music, for instance, is noted 
for its singular wildness and melancholy ; this may in a measure be 
accounted for, by the nature of the country and habits of the inhab- 
itants : among the highlands the scenery is picturesque, but rather 
of a gloomy character ; long tracts of mountainous desert, covered 
with dark heath, and frequently wreathed in mists, — the mournful 
dashings of the waters along the numerous friths and lakes, the un- 
earthly sounds which every change of wind calls forth in such a re- 
gion of cliflS(, caverns and echoes: — these and various other circum- 
stances may contribute to produce that peculiar and mournful wild- 
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iiess Kith which their music abounds, and being of such a nature, it 
less requires the aid of poetry, though even here it is a great advan- 
tage. Mysterious as is the '^ modus operandi" of musical sounds, it 
is very evident that with them nature has connected powerful emo- 
tions. They are the keys which fre^ from their conGnement the 
passions of the soul, and call them forth at will. Sounds judiciously 
arranged and varied, and united with suitable words, can melt to 
pity, depress with sorrow, transport with joy, or excite to blood- 
thirsty revenge. The experience of every one will testify to the 
power of gentle and gliding harmony, which by its liquid tones and 
soft, soothing expression calms the heart when distracted by grief, 
and subdues the fury of human passion. Music of this latter nature 
has a peculiar power in cherishing the tender emotions of the soul, 
and calling up from forgetfulness past scenes of interest, and their 
attendant circumstances. How often when at evening some plain- 
tive air comes floating by upon t he^qgi ld sdk)mer4)reeze, have we 
drank in its witching melody ; and^f^erchance it be one which we 
have heard in former days, bow vividly does it bring the image of 
the past before the mind : forms of those we loved seem once again 
to surround us, and murmuring voices whose low, sweet tones once 
filled our bosoms with ecstatic joy. We are in the spirit-land, and 
until the spell is broken, bid farewell to the dull cares and realities of 
life, and to the tide of woe which is perhaps rolling its dark waves 
over our brightest prospects. Thus the Swiss peasant, when in 
other lands, far from the home of his youth, will weep at the sound 
of some simple, national air, so touching is it in its very nature, and 
in this case rendered peculiarly so from association. It recalls the 
white cliffs, dark ravines and thundering torrents of the noble Alps, 
amid which, when a youth, he roamed in all the wild freedom of na- 
ture, — the green sward of his own peaceful valley, the home of his 
childhood, rise as by magic before him, and perchance the thought 
of one united to him by no common tie, awakens a still deeper in- 
terest ; — all these fond remembrances thick-coming, surcharge his 
swelling heart, and produce a melancholy, which nothing but the 
enjoyment of tiicir reality can dissipate. 

There is yet another kind of music, concerning which, gentle 
reader, while we say a few words, we beg your indulgence. Al- 
though constantly surrounded by the music of nature, from its very 
continuity we are not so much affected by it. Go forth into the 
fields at early dawn, when the morning breeze is gently stirring 
among the whispering leaves, and dislodging the glittering dew 
drops, when animated nature is just shaking off her slumbers, and 
here and there is heard the sweet carol of some solitary feathered 
warbler : — by degrees, as morn advances, other voices join the 
swelling chorus all in perfect harmony ; soon the busy hum of man 
mingles in the melody, and the breeze, freshening as it sweeps 
along, calls forth from its various harps their full and mellow tones. 
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This is not miisic of the imagination ; it exists, and will exert a 
sensible effect upon our animal spirits: we shall feel the blood 
bounding more joyously along its channels, unless we are of that 
class for whom there is no melody in nature, whose hearts are a prey 
to remorse or uncontrolled passion. » » » Go forth again when 
the bright orb of day has left the western sky bathed in a flood of 
glory, and evening begins to draw her sable mantle over this lower 
world ; — ^you will still listen to nature's harmony, but sensibly 
changed, and emotions unlike the livelier feelings which her matin- 
soog excited will be produced : — the voice of the sky lark as he goes 
careering upward to catch the first ray of the glorious sun, is no 
longer heard ; the busy hum of preparation for the active duties of 
life has ceased ; every thing seems to speak of labor ended, and in- 
vite to quiet repose : — the nightingale breathes forth her touching 
lay, the chirpings of the innumerable inhabitants of the fields ring 
mournfully, and even the breeze seems to draw forth from its harp 
of thousand strings, a plaintive melancholy music, the effect of which 
is to bring a pleasurable sadness over the feelings. * * * Once 
more, go forth ; — the demon of destruction is abroad, the storm 
is raging in its fury, and shrieks unearthly come bound upon the 
tempestuous blast ; the thunder peals, and the roar of the mighty 
ocean sends fonh its deep tones ; all the elements seem in commo- 
tiooy yet there is no discordant sound, all is perfect harmony. 

From the time when first from chaos, at the command of God, 
tbb earth sprang into being and was peopled with its numerous 
habitants, the grand anthem of nature has unceasingly rolled on, and 
for ages yet to come, until our planet shall again reassume its ori- 
ginal form, will it continue to swell forth His praises. 

Kappa. 



THE MERMAID'S SONG. 

The mermaid's song — 
Far on the dewy air of eve, 
Above the waves' still, glassy heave, 

It steals along. 

A spirit tone — 
Like that which lingers round the spot, 
Where loved ones bless'd our childhood's cot, 

In days long flown. 

The winds are hush, 
To listen to that low sweet ave, 
That comes in many a witching stave 

Ofmnsic'sgash. 
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I hear it still — 
That fading echo from the sea, 
Stirs like a harp's lich melody, 

My bosom's thrill. 

Where is thy home, 
Sweet miDstrel 1 In the sapphire caves, 
Far down beneath the upper waves. 

There dost thoa roam 1 

'Mid coral shades — 
Where tripping o'er the golden sand, 
Dance sportively the sister band 

Of ocean maids 1 — 

Sing of thy bower! 
Storms wreak not there their mastery, 
Far o'er it rolls the dark blue se^ 

Its tide of power. 

A closing swell, — 
I shall not soon forget the lay, 
That chased my saddened thoughts away- 

Minstrel, farewell. 



AN ANTIGIUE VISITOR, (concluded,) 

OR, 

CONBPOtACT DOCUMENTS, No. L 

Hec. Oh, well done ! I commend your pains. 
And every one shall share i' the gains. 
And now about the caldron sing. 
Like elves and fairies in a ring, 
Enchanting all that you put in. 

BONO. 

Black spirits and wkUe^ 

Red spirits and gray ^ 
MingUf mingle, mingle, 

You that mingle may. 

Macbeth, AU 4, Sc. 1. 

The college clock was tolling forth its slow and dismal notes for 
nine, now rendered still more dismal, accompanied as they were by 
fierce and fitful blasts of wind dashing the falling snow furiously 
against the window — the watchful guardians of each hall bad just 
completed their customary round of stealthy visits to the key-hole 
of each door — the dozer over mathematics was just commencing a 



AN ANTK^fJE VISITOll. 173 

renewal of his attentions to some interesting romance, or betaking 
himself to his conch, there to indulge in dreams of recitation scenes — 
the devotee of college appointments was still lowly and humbly 
bending at the shrine of his adored — the lover of good cheer was fast 
hieing himself to some neighboring " recess," there to ' live one hour 
away,' or busying himself in preparation for the attainment of some 
similar end within the confines of his own private domicil, when three 
worthies, by name Enoch Bisbee, Nathaniel Winkler, and Ebenezer 
Schneider, locating themselves in juxtaposition to a fiercely radiating 
stove, situated in No. 129, North College, indulged themselves in 
various interesting reflections and comments on the multitude of 
events which had transpired during their collegiate career. 

Would one behold college life in all its glory ? Let him peep 
then within its walls — not when the sun stands high in his meridian, 
but at the magic hour of nine, P. M., when many an Algebra and 
many a Euclid may be seen winging their flight to some humble 
corner of the room, impelled by the hands which late so affection- 
ately clasped them in a tight embrace — when rarefying murphies by 
the bushel, in many a basement room, lie steaming forth their vile 
and earthly vapor — when many a testaceous genus passing through 
the fiery ordeal opens his jaws in amazement at the unwonted tem- 
perature, and when capers of most unseemly dimensions are cut by 
many a shouting Fresh, or delighted Soph. Heaven's malison lie 
heavily on him who dares to profane with the vile trash of college 
lore these hours consecrated to relief and joy ! may the night-mare 
gird him round during his sleeping hours ! may the morning bell fail 
to rouse him till too late to display his hard-earned knowledge to a 
nodding class, and may bis fond anticipations of college fame lie un- 
realized, if he dare to encroach on these hours — the student's only 
time for life. Would that I might here pause and dwell awhile on 
this most interesting period ! would that I might stay and wander 
through the varied scenes transpiring now within these college walls ! 
but no, resistless fate hurries us on, and I must fain hasten through 
my tale, though it be with a reluctant heart. 

Enoch and Nathaniel were " potent, grave, and reverend Seniors,** 
while Ebenezer, alas ! was nought but a poor Junior, with nothing 
to recommend him to a Senior's notice but a " gay form and a light 
heart." Now let no one disfigure his visage with a smile of incre- 
dulity at mention of this unnatural union, for it is universally known 
that in this degenerate age there exist certain Seniors condescending 
enough to speak with a Junior, and sometimes even, mirabUe dictu-^ 
to share an oyster-supper with him, provided, however, the Junior 
pays for it. Alas ! alas ! there is need of great reform within these 
college walls ! 

Many a day have I sat at my window, and marked with curious 
eye the conduct of two of my neighbors' domestic quadrupeds, vclept 
in common parlance curs, puppies, mastiffi, or what not. One of 
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these gentry, during his earthly career, has had tlie hoDor of trotting 
beneath a coach ; while tlie other — poor devil ! — ^bas perforroed bis 
peregrinations beneath a butcher's cart. Now the sub-coacb trotter 
despiseth from the bottom of his heart him of meat-cart memory, 
and on ordinary occasions would shudder at the bare idea of beiog 
ranked with him, but it so happeneth in the course of affiiirs, that 
bis bowels are often afflicted with the gnawings of hunger, while his 
less exalted neighbor not only followeth beneath the '^ stalled ox and 
fatted calf," but is even at times permitted to discuss their compar- 
ative merits, or in other words, is indulged in gnawings of bones. 

Now gnawings of hunger and gnawings of bones are, as I opine, 
decidedly different in their natures, as also their effects, on the ca- 
nine race. Nor has this opinion been hastily and thoughtlessly im- 
bibed, but is the result of a long series of accurate and extended 
observations as, be a cur ever so much subject to the former, still no 
one is found for this reason to cultivate his acquaintance, while, on 
the contrary, I have often observed our friend the butcher's dog, as 
be makes his egress from beneath his master's stall, bearing in bis 
mouth the shin of some defunct calf or immolated porker. Usually 
betaking himself to some spot opposite the kennel of the late men- 
tioned aristocrat, he with due ceremony places the said shin-bone 
between his paws, and subjects it to the action of his masticators, 
ever and anon casting furtive and significant glances towards bis 
neighbor across the road. 

The highborn cur, it would seem, lies uneasily in his kennel, ibr 
he suddenly rouses himself, gazes wistfully across the road, then af- 
fecting to be mightily eager in the pursuit of something in the region 
of his tail, performs some half-dozen gyrations, and then with a for- 
ced expression of contempt curling from his lips, resumes his recum- 
bent posture. Soon, however, he starts up again, thid time venturing 
out of his kennel. Wistfully and anxiously he gazes through the 
bars of the paling that surrounds his master's yard— one might fancy 
even that there was a tear lurking in the comer of his eye as he 
stands thus mournfully. Not many minutes elapse before that with 
a desperate leap he clears the paling and stands full in the street, 
through the length and breadth of which he looks with a searching 
eye ; but no one appears. Then running to a neighboring comer, 
be seats himself as composedly as the circumstances of the case will 
admit, pretending mighty indifference on the matter, and having eleva- 
ted his nose to an angle of some 45^, howls forth a most piteous cry. 
It b succeeded by another and another, but heaven be praised no 
eye is fastened on him. Then may you see this dog, " with tail 
between his legs," and sneaking look, slowly and waveringly betake 
himself across the street. The umbra of the butcher's cart, pleased 
at the success of his stratagem, looks a kindly welcome from his 
eye, while the other slowly advances and gnaws the bone! Such 
condescension ! ! ''Ye gods, it doth amaze me !" 
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In like maoner have I often observed some reverend Senior and a 
friendly Junior * sort together' — the one considering liimself in6nitely 
honored by the other's condescension, while the other is equally well 
pleased with the bo— what the deuce am I thinking of? — the oysters 
I would have said. Now let no one understand me as insinuating 
that this is the secret of all such acquaintances, or even of the one 
now before us. Oh, no ! far from that ! but such is generally the 
case. 

Our trio had already exhausted an almost infinite number of sub- 
jects, and conversation was evidently on the decline — an unusual 
thing by the way — when a sudden thought seemed to possess Na- 
thaniel's brain. 

Now be it premised, that it is exceedingly seldom that a student 
does in real truth encompass an idea, especially an original one, and 
consequently when such an event occurs, it not only in his own esti- 
mation constitutes a most important era in his life, but also often 
affords matter of much sage speculation to his fellow students. Stu- 
dents are in general a wonderfully suspicious sort of personages, and, 
let a remark be made, or an idea be advanced on whatever subject 
by almost any person, ten to one they'll refer you back to more than 
forty different authors who have advanced the same idea, or if this 
be impossible, many sly insinuations are made that the idea was ad- 
vanced in some of those pages now so plentifully besprinkled with 
asterisks, thereby showing the dilapidated state of the manuscript. 
Do you seem to doubt this? As a last resort, and as a dumb-founder 
to all further remonstrances, thev then vehemently assert, that had 
Cicero or Addison only ivritten naif a dozen lines more, beyond all 
doubt they would have advanced the idea ! Be the matter bow it 
may, originality is out of the question. 

Heavens ! one would think that from the days of Noah the navi- 
gator, down to these times cheered by the lucubrations of an OUapod, 
not a work had been published but bad been submitted to their crit- 
ical perusal, if not actual reviewal, and was destined either to flour- 
ish beneath their smile, or wither beneath their frown. You may 
see scores of them almost any day deciding as confidently on the 
comparative merits of Shakspeare's plays, or Addison's essays, as 
though it were to them no more difficult than to institute a compari- 
son between a Carolina and an Irish potatoe. Would to heaven 
they would investigate the former as faithfully as they have the lat- 
ter ! Take them all around, however, and they are an amazingly 
learned body — provided you take their word for it. But I'm grow- 
ing fond of episodes I see. 

Nathaniel, as already intimated, fondly imagined that an idea was 
floating through the upper regions of his cranium, but it is well known 
that it is one thing to think yourself possessed of an idea, but deci- 
dedly different to convince others that such is actually the ftct. 
With most persons it is more diflicult to encompass the latter than 
the former. 
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or this fact Nathaniel was well aware. He was conscious that 
to have his sublime conceptions duly appreciated, they must be ac- 
commodated to the capacities of his hearers, and to have them duly 
applauded, they must be clothed in a most attractive assemblage of 
words. He tlierefore instantly leaped at least six feet from his chair to 
the middle of the floor — threw himself into the most majestic attitude 
at his command on so sudden an emergency — straightened out his 
form '^ ad infinitum," and then afiectingly beat his forehead with his 
left palm, while convulsively grasped in his right digits, he theatric- 
ally waved to and fro a cotton handkerchief of — to say the least — 
rather dubious appearance. 

The fire of inspiration was beaming from his eyes — a most heav- 
enly radiance encircled his brow — divers portents blazed in the sky — 
the whole world stood aghast with terror (I guess) when, having 
beat his brow for the thirteenth time, he majestically and in the true 
" ore rotundo" exclaimed, 

" Egad, fellows! Fve an idea in my head." 

^' Out with it then !" ejaculated the gaping duo. 

" Out with it ! Go tell the dying soldier, as his life's blood oozes 
from the wound received while fighting in his country's cause, to 
stay him in his death ! tell the lone mariner, as the maddening waves 
dash his helmless bark upon the foaming beach, to stay him in his 
onward course to death, but oh ! tell not me to unfold and expose 
my celestial thoughts to the profane gaze of the unlettered multi- 
tude !" {Most flattering groans from the whole assembly.) Then 
bursting into a rhapsody at least twenty degrees higher in the scale 
of unintelligibility, he impassionately exclaimed, 

^'Oh, divine thought! thou who wanderest untamed through the 
vacuum of many a Freshman's brain ! thou who wanderest untama- 
ble through the free and ungarnished residence of many a one's in- 
tellect, who now stands high — in his own estimation, hail to thee, 
thou lovely one ! eternal thanks to thee that in thy aerial flight thou 
hast deigned to stoop and encircle fortunate me in thy divine embrace ! 
When the morning star is brightly gleaming on a sleeping world, 
when all mankind are involved in one common sleep^ then the thun- 
ders from my " 

How much farther Nathaniel's eloquence would have extended 
cannot now unfortunately be ascertained, for when thus in the very 
midst of it, he by chance casting a glance down to the dim regions 
below, to his utter amazement beheld his audience gaping away most 
zealously. Now Enoch was gaping with astonishment, and Ebene- 
zer in transports of admiration, but, to tell the truth, they looked 
marvelously as though they were both gaping through sleepiness, 
and Nathaniel beholding them, was seized with an irresistible im- 
pulse, urging him on to similar feats, and in fine, out of pure sympa- 
thy, subjected his jaws to a similar operation. 
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A man^ it is said, can sing an accompaniment to his own music on 
the jewsharp, as also play sundry other difficult and ingenious prank% 
but we defy any one to gape and make a speech at one and the 
same time — nature never contemplated such a freak, and of course 
made no provision for it. Nathaniel, as we have remarked, was 
seized with a strong desire to engage in them both at once, but 
dame Nature was inexorable — only one thing at a time — so he wisely 
concluded, or rather it was concluded for him, tp take it out in gaping. 

It was a scene of intense interest. Jaws mutually repelled each 
other, while ever and anon most dismal sounds came wandering up 
from the cavernous recesses now exposed to view, diffusing a strange, 
if not a divine melody throughout the circumambient atmosphere. 
But unfortunately, during the most interesting period of the exerci- 
ses, an idea of the ridiculousness of the whole scene burst on Na- 
thaniel's mind with such force, that he was subjected to a most vio- 
lent fit of cachinnation, which soon extended to the other members, 
wherein all indulged so obstreperously that rivers of tears were seen 
streaming down their cheeks. Alas ! the inconstancy of human 
afiairs ! gaping, cachinnating, and weeping, crowded into the same 
eventful hour ! how vividly and faithfully depicturing the all but 
idiocy of infancy, the hilarity of youth, and the sorrows of maturer 
years ! (Hereabouts the author is suspected of endeavoring senti- 
mentality^-evidently an unpracticed hand, however. — Print. Dev,) 

The creaking of the last yawn, the echoings of the last burst of 
laughter, and the traces of the last tear had vanished, but still our 
friend Nathaniel's idea was as yet in embryo^ when, summoning up 
all bis powers and giving loose to all his energies, he heroically ex- 
claimed, " Egad, fellows, let's renew the * Conspiracy.' " 

Not more sudden and instantaneous are the effects of the electric 
fluid itself, than were the sensations produced by this lengthened 
speech. Shouts of "hear! hear!" were heard from every quarter 
of the room — not even in the immoderate rejoicing was the orator 
allowed to proceed, but the clapping of hands, etc. so completely 
overpowered him, that, covered with confusion at this highly flattering 
tribute of applause, he resumed his seat. The roar of applause 
however at length died away, and silence was again resuming her — 
I would say its dominion, when Enoch ventured to inquire what this 
" Conspiracy" was ? 

" Oh, yes ! let's know all about it," added Ebenezer. 

Now Nathaniel unfortunately did not exactly know himself, and 
consequently it is not very surprising that of a sudden his modesty 
should so confuse his thoughts, as to render him totally unable to 
give them a very lucid egress. He however valiantly rose, and, 
with a superabundance of energetic gestures, rolled forth a confused 
mass of eloquence, of which " rights of man," ** Washington," " uni- 
versal reform," &c. be. were the only distinguishable words, whereat 
bis audience were wonderfully amazed, and forthwith proceeded to 

VOJL. XX. 2S 
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testify their amazement by sundry knowing winks, as also by dhrers 
other significant signs understood only by the initiated. Nathaniel, 
however, was on his guard — he had long been watching these nods, 
winks, be. with the Argus eyes of a modem congressman, who has 
bad the audacity to introduce some new proposition before bis fel- 
low-legislators, and imagining that they portended any thing but 
pleasing results to his personal comfort, proceeded to explain a little 
more definitely the object in view. 

*' It was with the utmost diffidence," he said, '^ that he rose before 
so learned and honorable a body to remark on any subject whatever, 
but when that subject possessed such vital importance as the present 
one, gentlemen could well conceive to how great a degree his feelings 
' of timidity must be heightened. But it appeared to him that the 
present critical juncture — the peculiar situation of affairs at the pres- 
ent time imperatively demanded of him to waive all ceremony, to 
sacrifice all personal, all private feelings to a consideration of the 
public good, and he would, therefore, without delay, and without 
farther preamble, proceed to the point in hand. 

'' Howsoever much gentlemen might affect to conceal or color over 
the matter, still it was an incontrovertible fact, evident to the most 
careless observer, that abuses prevailed to an enormous extent in the 
collegiate world, coupled too with the most flagrant injustice, whose 
direct tendency was, not only to lower the character of the institu- 
tion in the eyes of its members, but also in the eyes of the nation, 
and mankind at large. These abuses, it was equally evident, on a 
moment's consideration, were too flagrant, too atrocious in their na- 
tures, too baleful in their effects to be suffered to pass with impunity. 
Whereupon it was humbly proposed that the present company, as 
also whatever other honorable gentlemen the company might select, 
be formed into a society, and that the members of said society to- 
gether with their associates, successors, heirs, &c. be distinguished 
from the " 01 woXXoi" by the title of" Conspirators of Yale College," 
whose professed and real object shall be, to examine into and rectify 
all existing abuses — visit judgment on the heads of the wayward — 
encourage the upright — elevate the standard of literature, both 
among themselves, and throughout the whole college, and in fine, 
make Yale what it should be — a model for all nations to consult — an 
object for the whole univei*se to dwell upon with delight." 

" He'ccased. No echo gave again 
The murmur of the deep * ameu.' " 

Ebenezer had serious doubts on the matter it would seem, for be 
was observed at the conclusion of the above speech to be actively 
engaged in endeavoring to smoke no less than three cigars at one and 
the same time — a circumstance never before witnessed within college 
limits, and only to be accounted for on the principles of the exces- 
sive agitation caused by conflicting sentiments. They were however 
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speedily removed by a grave assertion from Enoch, that '* the afllbir 
was Dot only undoubtedly practicable, but would also, in all proba«» 
bility, be productive of immense benefit, not only to their own na- 
tion, but also to the whole universe." 

Here then was a decided solvent to all doubts on the matter, (ae 
who ever heard of a Junior's doubts withstanding. Tor a moment, 
the confident assertions of a Senior?) They thereupon proceeded 
with truly commendable diligence to nominate and elect their associ* 
ates in this most noble and worthy undertaking. A round dozen 
was the number first proposed. On this point Enoch insisted at 
great length, assigning as conclusive reasons, that the above was the 
esact number of Jacob's children, together with innumerable others, 
equally appropriate and convincing. Nathaniel, however, in a few 
brief, though powerful remarks, showed the fallacy of this mode of 
reasoning, and the evident impropriety of the number proposed, 
sanctioned as it was, by no college custom. 

'* He was in favor," he said, ^' of precisely half that number, as, 
in the first place, such was the hour at which the college bell sum- 
moned all sleepers to a consciousness of their mundane existence. 
This, too, would be an elegant, and delicate, though still a no less 
decided compliment to the Faculty for the wisdom displayed in the 
selection of this hour, and who knows," added he, '^ but that they 
will be so highly flattered at this testimonial of our respect for their 
judgment, that the hour will be suffered to remain unaltered during 
tlie ensuing spring and summer ? This, all could see, would be a 
glorious commencement in the work of reform, and many sage con- 
jectures might be formed, that in all probability, the whole number 
of students throughout college would rise in a body, and testify their 
gratitude by passing numerous resolutions of thanks to the authors 
of this improvement, or would, at least, evince their thankfulness by 
sleeping until the bell rang." 

Even Enoch, it would seem, was staggered by these convincing 
arguments, for he sat speechless, looking pale and blank as death. 
The matter was thus decided — such arguments were not to be easily 
controverted. Three additional members were required to consti- 
tute the society of sufficient magnitude — but who were to be the 
honored and happy mortals ? 

Zimrod Muhlhauser, as rare a specimen of humanity as was ever 
compounded during even the wildest of dame Nature's freaks, first 
attracted the attention of all. So evident were his merits, that not 
a dissenting voice was raised, when Enoch nominated him as a can- 
didate for immortality. Artemas Kincaid, a worthy of the same 
stamp, next came under consideration. Let it suffice for him, that 
he too was deemed worthy of becoming one of the highly favored 
band of Conspirators. 

But now comes the tug of war and the din of resounding strife. 
On whom were they to decide as I heir last associate — the key-stone 
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to ibeir noble arch ? All had their eyes on some particular friend, 
for whom they of a sudden conceived themselves possessed of a most 
violent affection, never to be intermitted until — the election was 
Over. Heaven only knows how matters would have ended, had not 
Enoch luckily bethought him of a rare device much resorted to, it is 
surmised, in other than college elections. This was no less than to 
drop two votes into the ballot box, when passed to him, instead of 
one. 

This alone, however, would never have decided the matter, had 
not Ebenezer, as he was about to drop in his own vote, chanced to 
spy the three snugly stowed away side by side, whereat he was 
seized by many shrewd doubts as to whether or no he had not already 
contributed his share in the election. Full of this faith, be forbore 
from his original intention, and consequently at the next counting 
out, there was a decided preponderance in favor of the honorable 
Timothy Tugmutton, alias Tim Tugmutton, alias Tim Tug, which 
latter was the cognomen usually attached to him. 

Ebenezer, it is true, had some vague suspicions as to the justice 
of the election, but he wisely resolved to keep them to himself. 

The aforesaid honorable gentlemen were thereupon ordered to be 
summoned forthwith, and Enoch was invested with full and discre- 
tionary powers to that effect. Now Timothy had been snoring in 
deep oblivion of all sublunary affairs for the last few hours, while 
his other unconscious compeers in dignity were any thing but awake — 
consequently no trifling task devolved on Enoch. Had Eurystheus 
been possessed of common sense, Hercules would hardly have car- 
ried off so easily such a weight of glory as he now has in his pos- 
session. Perhaps however colleges were not in extensive vogue du- 
ring ancient times. 

To Enoch's eternal honor, however, be it recorded, that he suc- 
ceeded most nobly, having expended in the operation only two pails 
of water, whereas it was hardly to be expected that less than half a 
dozen would suffice, reasoning from the past. They came, piloted 
by Enoch, and, being ushered with due form into the presence of the 
remaining august gentlemen, were questioned as to their readiness to 
engage in the task of reforming mankind. The responses bemg fa- 
vorable, they were thereupon inducted into office, having previously 
assented to the following pledge. 

<< You do now, at this solemn hour of midnight, with y<Air hands 
on your hearts, vehemently assert, that you, admitted as members of 
the Conspiracy, will be true to its interests, faithful to its secrets, 
preferring even death to its dishonor, and in all things demeaning 
yourselves like well disposed Conspirators." 

Nathaniel Winkler was next elected President. The inaugural 
address delivered on this occasion was sublime in the highest degree. 
Thirty thousand copies were at once ordered by the Society to be 
printed and circulated throughout the country. Nathaniel however 
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bas been heard to intimate that the stenographers employed on the 
oocasioo, have erred materially, not having in many instances, by 
any means, done justice to many of his most lofty ideas. Such as it 
b, copies can be easily procured at Herrick & Noyes'. as also at all 
the other principal book-stores throughout the United States. For 
the present let the simple remark suffice, that so dignified, so ener- 
getic, so all that is truly sublime was it, that Timothy's snoring was 
as effectually drowned in its superior melody, as if twenty bass drums 
had been beat in the room^y as many of the most lusty drummers 
within the state of Connecticut. 

To the honorable station of Vice President, Timothy was next 
elected, whereat, being with great difficulty awakened, he testi- 
fied much amazement, as also indubitable signs of gratification, to 
the infinite divertisement of his fellow Conspirators. And now last 
but not least comes the office of Secretary, to which honorable sta- 
tion Enoch was nominated, and no objections being raised, was forth- 
with elected. 

All things appeared now to be progressing in a most prosperous 
channel, and one might suppose, so as to diffiise universal satisfaction. 
But no ! on the contrary, much dissatisfaction was visible on the 
countenances of the remaining trio, inasmuch as the duties of no 
office appeared as yet about to devolve on them. Fortunately these 
indications were observed before any very serious consequences 
had resulted, and Enoch rising, after having briefly shown that the 
object of all college societies had from time immemorial been to 
confer honor on their members, (which most evidently could be done 
in no manner so effectually as by heaping offices upon them,) pro- 
posed '' that the remaining gentlemen be constituted a " Committee 
of Ways and Means," for the all-important object of increasing the 
funds of the Society, liable however to a reprimand from the Presi- 
dent, in case the funds were not increased with sufficient rapidity.'^ 
To the honor of the Conspirators be it recorded, that not a note of 
remonstrance was raised by a single member, but all things trans- 
pired honorably and in the most complete harmony. 

Joy was now visible on the countenances of all — already in anti- 
cipation were they revelling in pure and unalloyed delight — by their 
powerful influence Yale College was shaken to its very foundation— 
in imagination they looked forward to the day, when, side by side 
on the same page that recorded the philanthropic eJSbrts of a Wash- 
ington, a Bolivar, a Howard, be. would be seen the illustrious names 
of Winkler, Kincaid, Muhlhauser, Tugmutton and others, whom all 
nations delighted in uniting to honor ! Already they saw themselves 
elevated to the highest stations in the land — at their beck corpora- 
tion dinners innumerable flocked around them, all zealously contend- 
ing for the honor of being first devoured — before, behind, at their 
right hand and at their left, flowed whole rivers, full of oysters and 
turtles, sure presages of things well nigh divine, while kings and 
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emperors humbly stood by and tremblingly craved permissioo to sit 
and partake with them. But no ! with most dignified cootempt, 
they resolved ^'to leave them in their lowly dignities" — set the 
whole universe at mortal defiance, and, having thus shown a suitable 
degree of spirit on the occasion, deign once more to stoop and take 
them under their protection — once more condescend to grant them 
shelter beneath their protecting wings. Then whole nations would 
prostrate themselves in gratitude at their feet — their praises * * 
would be heard * * far and near * * Nova Zembla • * 
Patagonia * * China * * * Calif •••••• 

The college bell was clattering forth its morning notes, summon- 
iog many a weary sleeper to his morning recitation, when Enoch, 
starting from a slight drowsCy which had unaccountably stolen upon 
him, observed the President giving vent to a most distressing yaton — 
Timothy was observed making several desperate efforts to rouse 
himself — Ebenezer's arms were seen borne aloft in the undignified 
act of stretching — Artemas affected to be veiy busily engaged in 
searching for his hat, which lay within two feet from where be sat, 
while Mublhauser was stumbling over a chair, and snariing forth tea 
thousand murders at the " vile wretch who had been filching from 
his pocket his best silk handkerchief." (Poor fellow ! he hardly 
ever saw, much less owned ^ one of finer texture than cotton !) 

^' Heavens, Timothy ! have you been asleep V* yawned forth Na- 
thaniel. 

" Who ? I ?" rejoined Timothy, " no, no ! far from that, I assure 
you ! though from appearances I should judge that you had made 
an effort to ! eh ?" 

" Silence there ! no insinuations against the character of a Con- 
spirator !" thundered forth the Presidetit. '^ And now, gentlemen, 
what shall be the order of the meeting ? any farther business before 
the Society ?" A most affecting pause. 

" I move an indefinite adjournment," quoth Timothy. Passed 
without opposition. The President then rose to give his parting 
speech. 

'^ Fellow Conspirators ! the day has now been ushered in whose 
dawn millions of grateful beings will bless. The pathway to glory, 
honor, and immortality, has now been marked out to you. It now 
lies in your power, continuing in this path, to march right onward to 
renown, or, swerving, to reel and fall into merited infamy and digrace. 
Pause ere ye decide ! 

" Let this night's work make you all better men ! forswear all 
intimacy with the low plebeian rabble of your respective classes ! 
avoid them ! pass them by with profound contempt, and leave them 
to wallow in the mire of their own blind gratifications ! In your 
futute peregrinations to and fro, scan with a jealous eye the conduct 
of your fellow students — exercise a paternal affection over them — it 
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may he, admooish them, but id all kindness. Should this be or no 
effect, report such cases at our next meeting, and doubt not, Fellow 
Conspirators, that our united wisdom will devise some remedy for 
the evil, and soon bring the offender to most condign punishment. 

" Never swerve from your own integrity ! Let each one feel that 
on him leans the fate of this nation, and that as he stands or falls, so 
lives or dies this country ! Above all things, fall not out with each 
other, but see that you dwell together in the most perfect harmony ! 
As you love me, I entreat of you, eschew all cigars, and as you 
value your lives, your sacred honor, expose not our secrets, but be 
wary, watchful, and circumspect ! 

** When blazing midway between the south and middle chapel- 
doors, you see the sign 
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let each one tread more firmly and proudly, and at the appointed 
hour, grasping each the fruits of his intermediate toils, assemble 
straightway here ! 

" And now. Fellow Conspirators, farewell ! May you be suc- 
cessful in your efforts to raise and exalt the character of the human 
race ! May Success, like the dove of the sky, calmly and quietly 
settle down upon and crown all your undertakings !'' ( Cheertngs-^ 
^ Hear! hear! Long live Nathaniel the Great P amidst a pell' 
mett rushing towards the door.) 

''There !" said the old man, as he concluded, " there is a story for 
you, giving one a little insight into the mode of conducting respec- 
table — mind, I say respectable college scenes during the year 1836. 
And now how do you like it ?" 

** Like it !" I rejoined, *' V faith, as yet I see nothing to like. In 
the first place, I don't believe a word of it, and moreover I defy you 
to find any body that will. So there you have two good objections 
against it already. And now pray, what has all this to do with your 
boasted object — the improvement of the Magazine ?" 

" Why, write it off, and send the Editors a copy for publication," 
replied my guest. " As for the truth of the account, why ! if you're 
not disposed to believe it, of course you need'nt. But if you'll take 
my advice you'll believe every word of it." 

'' Very likely," responded I, ^' but if the Editors publish such a 
thing as that — why ! I'm deucedly mistaken — that's all." 

''The old man's eyes snapped and sparkled at my insinuation, 
and he was just upon the point of making some terribly keen reply, 
when a venerable old rooster, that may be seen catering round the 
college doors almost any day, having clapped his wings with all due 
energy, crowed forth his morning note. Never shall I forget the 
scene that ensued. My guest had but a moment before thrust his 
hand deep into his coat pocket, when the warning came bursting in 
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upon him. With the rapidity of thought he grasped his bat and 
cane in the hand that was free, but in endeavoring to disengage the 
other, he gave so violent a jerk that the whole contents of the pocket 
came scattering out upon the floor ! 

The old man looked aghast — but it was no time for inactioo. Ma- 
king a truly courageous effort, he pushed with all the energy of de- 
spair for a certain small package which had rolled out among the 
rest — but he was too late. Already had his nether limbs vanished, 
and long before his hand could have reached the package, not a 
particle of him could be seen. Without staying to button his coat| 
or light his pipe, or even deigning one parting nod, he winged his 
flight to the upper air. 

My lamp was decidedly burning blue — but few coals in the stove 
were contending with the keen air, and the sun's first rays were 
faintly streaming above the eastern horizon, when I roused and trans- 
ported myself from chair to bed. 

The sun had well nigh attained his meridian when I next awoke. 
The first object that greeted my eyes was the identical package so 
eagerly striven for by my visitor. By its side reposed an ancient 
looking knife, which, even at this distance, I could perceive, savored 
strongly of tobacco withal. Upon a closer inspection,. to my infinite 
amazement I found the package labelled '' Conspiracy Documents." 

' Ha !' thought I, ' here's where the old fellow's ideas come from, 
is it ?' It was even so. A mere glance at the first paper established 
at once its identity with the old man's tale. Like many of our 
famous extempore college orators, he had taken the wise precautioQ 
to commit to memory his speeches before venturing to display them ! 
From a hasty examination of the remaining papers, hardly a doubt 
can exist, but that they are a protracted series of which the present 
constitutes No. I. Would our readers see them? Lict the reception 
of the present number decide. 

As I sit and gaze at that truly venerable knife, a vague and unde- 
finable feeling creeps over me that I have not yet seen the last of 
the '' presiding Genius of Yale College." If so, dear reader, rest 
assured I shall not fail to acquaint of such circumstance, in due time, 
the readers of the " Yale Literary Magazine." 

E. 
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PAPERS FROM THE ATTIC. 

No. 5. 
WORI)»}WORTlI. 

It b one of the peculiarities of little minds to affect a contempt 
of the greaty and to dignify by their ill-nature what they have not the 
judgment to appreciate. They never seem to look at things as other 
raen, or judge them by the same principles ; they are in fact nar- 
, ■ rowed down by some peculiarity of mental construction, so that what 
is good or great in the eyes of the generous, is in their view deBcient 
mod unworthy. Altogether innocent of every thing like merit them- 
selves, and at the same time not altogether unsuspicious of their 
own inferiority, they would drag others down to their own level ; 
mod thus by degrading the standard, they would contrive to have 
none eventually, in order that the worthy and degenerate might stand 
OD the same foundation. 

Indeed, if a man of merit would get a proper estimate of his own 
abilities, be cannot do it better than by gathering together the quan- 
tity of ridicule heaped upon him, and considering it a testimony of 
bis excellence. He is assured that men of sense never resort to 
this mockery, that is, supposing him to have any thing like respect- 
able claims to intellect, while he is equally assured that the opposite 
class always do, so that he has only to bear in mind the principles 
which govern them, and he may never tremble for his reputation, 
until they begin to praise. It has always been the fate of genius to 
be met and misunderstood, to be always obliged to bear up against a 
host of shallow opposers, to encounter just about so much hatred 
and so much envy, and Gnd every deviation from the beaten track 
denounced as presumption, until by the omnipotent energy of intel- 
lect alone, acknowledgments have been forcibly obtained of supe- 
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riority and a consequent right to dictate. Thus Dante, for example, 
for having followed the dictates of his own genius, and by that means 
done more for the literature of his country than all those who pre- 
ceded him, was hooted at by the ignorant and contemned by the 
▼ulgar to the end of his lifo, thus making his great name both the 
glory and disgrace of Italy. Tlius Milton, for having turned away 
indignant from the false glare and insipid tawdriness of the court of 
Charles and bis hopeful compeers, and for having dared to lift his 
undimmed eye heavenward and drink in the music which came 
rushing over him from the golden gates of Paradise, was disgraced 
and contemned and styled ' an old school-master,' the poor merit 
ooly being allowed him of having written a very long and very dull 
poem. And thus Wordsworth, in our times, for having freed him- 
self from the false taste that shackles English poetry, and arrogated 
to himself the high honor of bringing back the ease, the virtue, the 
naturalness of former times ; for having dared to frown in simple 
dignity on the meretricious works of his contemporaries, and take 
the reink from such hands as Aloore and Byron, those murderers of 
genuine sentiment and panders of corruption, has been met in many 
instances, and by minds of the first stamp, with a coarse and daring 
acorn, a bitterness little short of personal hatred, and a satire not 
much above scurrility. He has been denounced as the founder of 
a new school of poetry disgraceful to literature, as giving sanction 
to principles at once puny and absurd, as introducing a theory to 
prostrate the noble art of poetry to the level of the meanest, and 
thus fobt upon the sacred mount where Homer, Shakspeare, and 
Tasso sit enthroned, the merest witlings of insignificance. How far 
these charges are entitled to credence, and how far they can be sup- 
ported by an appeal to facts, it is our purpose here to examine ; and 
if we do not sadly miscalculate our abilities, and the exceeding free- 
dom with which even dullness might perform the task, we shall 
hope to set Mr. Wordsworth in his true light, and thus vindicate 
firom these foul aspersions, one of the first intellects of the age. 

There is not a more requisite qualification, even at the present 
day, when assertions of Wordsworth's claims to preeminence are 
becoming in some measure fashionable, and the leading presses of 
Europe are beginning to learn justice ; when the benign influence 
of his great mind is beginning to be felt in the literary atmosphere, 
and the froth and scum of the powerful trash and prostituted genius 
of the age are beginning to separate from the mass, and show bow 
little of what first astonished us is worthy of admiration ; when so- 
ciety is beginning to rouse itself from that moral paralysis, into wbkh 
such minds as Byron have thrown it, and a more invigorating pulse 
» beginning to be felt in the very heart of the republk^ of letters ; 
I say, even at this time, there is not a more necessary requisite, than 
a large stock of charity. There is need of charity for the notes of 
the smaller magpies on the mount of criticism, or like the poor 
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hen-pecked figuranie in the Legend of Sleepy Hollow, we sball 
think all the world crazy. Society is still filled with these retailers 
of old opinions, and the periodical press with unforgotten calumnies; 
the change has not yet become thorough, the conviction has not 
been radical, the renovation complete ; it still confines itself to the 
presiding spirits of literature, the effect not yet having worked its 
way downward to the common mind. Nothing is more common 
than to hear theories attributed to Wordsworth, of which he never 
bad a conception, and faults saddled upon him of which he is en- 
tirely innocent, as much so as these critics are of any thing like a 
capacity to comprehend him ; nothing is more common than to bear 
rules and principles laid down, principles which Wordsworth en- 
tirely disowns, and supported by all the arrogance of genuine ig- 
norance; nothing is more common, than to meet a man charged to 
the very throat with abuse and bitterness, who upon the questioning 
can no more give you one of the peculiarities of Wordsworth's 
style or character, than he could of one of the authors before the 
deluge ; add to this the fact, that such numbers have committed 
themselves in opposing him, and the common pride of the heart 
preventing an acknowledgment; also, the number wliose minds 
are preoccupied by the writings of some other author ; also, that it 
is the interest of many to hold these opinions, as for instance with 
editors and magazine writers, who must necessarily pamper the ap- 
petite they live by ; also, that there is a large class of minds in this 
world who can see no good in any thing ; men who are entirely des- 
titute of the faculty to admire, who both by nature and habit are 
better fitted to magnify the spots on the sun than the sun itself; 
men entirely destitute of generous sympathy, who measure works 
by the scarcity of errors rather than the prevalence of beauties ; 
men in idea only, walking skeletons of cold blooded captiousness, 
who snari upon principle and bite for amusement ; men who ad- 
vance to the work of purifying literature, as the anatomist approaches 
with knife and scalpel to mangle and murder, the veriest leeches in 
the republic of letters, sucking from it its life blood ; men who have 
no more notion of the spirit of a language than the vampire they 
emulate, who talk by method and put words together by dictiona- 
ries ; and who could they carry (heir rules out and have our litera- 
ture shaped by it, would leave us nothing but a soulless jargon of 
elegant imbecility ; it would be like the face of the dead, conform- 
ing indeed in outline to the rules of beauty, without the life-giving 
power of its intelligence. 

But it has been Wordsworth's misfortune also to suffer by means 
of his friends as well as his enemies. The same fascination which 
is seen to hold the followers of Coleridge, when imbued with the 
spirit of his wonderful yet dangerous philosophy, is as manifest in 
those of Wordsworth. They look up to him with a kind of vene- 
ration, which none can know but those who thoroughly understand 
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bim, and a kind of transfusion of the poet's thoughts feelings and 
sympathies into their own breasts, makes every attack on bim seem 
an attack on themselves. There is a tenderness in them in bebalf 
of his reputation, so extremely sensitive as often to become laugha- 
ble ; and it cannot be denied that sometimes they are led thereby, 
into much extravagance. Such is the place he holds in tbeir hearts, 
that every charge made against any of his peculiarities, is not a 
charge in their view preferred against an author, and pertaining 
therefore to the safety of literature, but as one made against an ab- 
sent, friend and teacher, and they therefore demand for him the same 
immunities. They enter upon a defense of him, with the predilec- 
tion that he must be right, and they are as a consequent supplied 
with negatives to every accusation, and are not always so willing to 
be candid as propriety demands. Of course, however advantageous 
tbey may be in some respects, and however flattering it must be 
to the personal pride of the poet, friends of this kind are not in all 
cases prepared to advance his reputation. A man of true genius 
is never injured by just and honorable criticism ; on the contrary 
he is benefited, for the discussion must always elicit his excel- 
lence ; and for them to suppose that Wordsworth is altogether above 
criticism, is at once advancing a claim which is not true in fact, 
and which if it were, it is not always politic to urge. Enemies are 
never so bitter as when drawn up in fight, and the opposers of 
Wordsworth would be more willing to allow him deciaed merit, 
would his friends only forego certain claims which are inconsidera- 
ble, besides being not well founded. It is the forgetfulness of this 
which, more than any thing else, has swelled the cry against bim 
into a thunder-peal, and drawn forth his most indefensible writings ; 
and if his friends could be persuaded of this, and learn to speak of 
him as a little less superhuman, much opposition would cease. It 
is beyond dispute, that some of his poetry is so very modest in the 
claims it advances to be designated as such, that, to say the least, a 
man must have all his wits about him to defend it. The incongruity 
discovered when much, we may say most, of his poetry is compared 
with his own theory, a theory in many respects objectionable though 
the model of some of the most transcendantly beautiful verses in 
the language, is another source of difliculty. The acknowledged 
inequalities of his blank verse also have not escaped censure ; and 
add to all this, that his thoughts and theories, his manner and method 
are entirely opposed to the prevailing taste of the day, and we shall 
easily see that the number of opposers must necessarily be great, 
and the grounds they go upon are by no means so contemptible as 
is supposed. The only wonder is, that there are not more who op- 
pose him ; indeed it is astonishing, that with all these difficulties, he 
should, in the short space of ten or fifteen years, have so far suc- 
ceeded in bringing back to its former purity, the vitiated taste of the 
age, and establislied in the very heart of this corruptKHi, and within 
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bearing of the coarse yet powerful strains of Byron, a school at 
once pure io sentiment, elevated in thought, and harmonious in die-' 
tioo ; that it should be said of him, within the limits of these same 
few years, and be found recorded in the pages of the same journal, 
'' Mr. Wordsworth is a weak, puny dresser-up of piosy thoughts, 
and one of the master spirits of the age ;" that be should have 
created a home for himself in the hearts of thousands on both sides 
of the Atlantic, opened to the mind of man an entire new world of 
thought, taught him to look upon this broad inanimate world, as a 
bright animate 

"dwelling place 

For all sweet sounds and harmonies ;" 

and by bis matchless intellect alone, have succeeded in chaining 
poetry and philosophy together, until poetry's eagle wing, lifting her 
more sluggish sister, they have both soared untrodden heights, and 
tracked their bright way to the very throne of God. The man un- 
read in Wordsworth, cannot imagine the force and depth of his phi- 
losophy, the amazing power of his imagination, or the full sounding 
harmony of his language. He has flung a new life over every fea- 
ture of nature ; new beauties and new associations are linked with 
the most common every-day objects ; nothing has seemed to escape 
the magic wand of the enchanter. The merest leaf of the forest, or 
the bald and rugged mountain rock, alike furnish thoughts for him ; 
the stream as you pass it has a truth for you, the torrent and the 
flood have a voice, and you cannot look upon the ocean but its 
thunder is a moral. Thus he has not only linked with nature a 
song and a sentiment, but he has made her the oracle of truth, and 
the representative and counterfeit of all that is beautiful and pure in 
christian charity ; and no man, imbued with the deep and solemn 
spirit of his narrative, can look upon the face of nature or of human 
society, but there is a breathing in his heart of kindness to all men, 
and a love which can never die. And the fact that he possesses 
this power over others, this power of moulding young mindls into his 
own peculiarities, and chaining them to him with a love little short of 
idolatry, is at once the proudest testimony of his colossal genius. If 
there was nothing else to Judge bv, if he had been convicted of every 
possible error both of feeling ana philosophy, and when called up to 
the bar of criticism, found himself obliged to answer to every fault 
in the vocabulary of Aristotle, there would need no other proof of 
his great and profound mind than is afforded by this. It is the prov- 
ince of great minds to make minds, and Mr. Wordsworth can put in 
his claims here beyond those of any of his contemporaries. He can 
claim to have affected the thinking mind of Europe beyond that of 
any other poet whatever ; to have laid a deeper and broader foun- 
dation for a true fame, that is, on the understanding rather than the 
opinions of men, to have exerted, notwithstanding the ridicule 
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heaped upon him, a silent yet powerful interest ; to have opened 
new sources of feeling in the human bosom, and won the love of 
thousands. ' The still sad music of humanity' is the cry which is 
ever ringing in his ears, and he has learned to look upon himself 
and every other creature, as individuab of one mighty brotherhood, 
moulded and banded together by the hand of the Almighty ; to feel 
it incumbent upon every roan, alike the poet and the peasant, the 
man of taste and the philosopher, to consecrate himself in his indi- 
vidual station to the advancement of truth ; and thus, lightening each 
other's burdens and smoothing down the rough pathway of life, we 
may go on our way rejoicing together, looking by the eye of faith 
through the misery that surrounds us, up to that other world of glory 
inapproachable, where we shall all be united to our common Father, 
and join in one bursting hymn of hallelujahs to the Lord God Al- 
mighty ! 

And in this day of 61th and corruption, when guilt grows bare- 
faced, and great minds are grown panders of corruption, there should 
be a loud call of thanks to every such man, as, despising the pollu- 
ted paths of his predecessors, dares make poetry the vehicle of vir- 
tuous sentiments, and the handmaid of religion. This has Words- 
worth done, and this not an enemy can deny ; he has in the face 
of all opposition, kept his eye to the mark, and nerved himself for 
conflict ; and in after years, when envy hides her head and adven- 
titious circumstances are forgotten, when the bubble popularity has 
been blown away by the very breath which created it, and pos- 
terity shall select those of this age who shall be thought worthy to 
be immortal, the name of Wordsworth shall be found by that of 
Blilton, each reflecting the other's glory, and brightening down the 
pathway of time. 

We propose to discuss in some of our subsequent papers, and in 
the following order, 

1 . The Lake School of Poetry. 

2. The poetic theory of Wordsworth. 

3. His poetry ; when, so far as we can, we shall set forth his 
philosophy. 

And though we cannot hope to be always edifying, or that we are 
not writing for many who understand the matter as well or better 
than we do, yet we may trust that our efforts will throw a little light 
into some minds, where, owing to circumstances, Mr. Wordsworth is 
receiving something less than that high admiration which his great 
genius demands. 
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FBAOMENT 

FROM 

THE FATAL CURSE, 

(an unfinished tragedy.) 

Act 1. 

SCENE I. Before Pedro's cottage. 

EfUer Pedro and wife. 

Pedro. Bat, wife, I say it is four years, five months and five dajrs, come next 
Michaelmas, exact, since he leA ns ; for that day, wife, we were to celebrate oar 
marriage, and Sancho— poor boy—iwipes his eyes) — going from us spoil'd it ail. 
So I know Vm right. 

Wife. Bat I tell yoa Michaelmas comes Friday fortnight— so there's a mis- 
take of a week. 

Pedro. Well, but wife— 

Wife. Well, bat husband, I say it is so. Did'nt father Aselroo say so when 
he came here Thursday se'nightl and hav'nt I a better memory than you 1 and 
hav'nt I remember'd it because I got me a new gown 1 and hav'nt I — 

Pedro. Well, well, wife, have it as you will. But it was a very sad time 
though for us, wife. Ah, poor boy — {wipes his eyes.) 

Wife. Heigho! and we loved him so, Pedro. (Wipes her eyes.) 

Pedro. And then to think he should run from us. {Cries.) 

Wife. Heigho ! and our only boy too. {Cries.) 

Pedro. Well, well, wife, cheer up. Sancho was a good boy, and wherever he 
is I know't he's honest, and he loves us. He'll come back to us some day or other, 
and we shall be happy again. Come, cheer up ! 

Wife. I hope he may. If we'd only kept that orphan now, we should'nt be 
lonely even if he did go. By the by, why did'nt we keep her 1 

Pedro, Why, wife, the poor child was a gentlewoman— you would'nt have 
me wrong her ! 

Wife. Ah, bul I doubt if we did'nt wrong her, sending her up to the Castle 
here aAer all. I don't like Father Aselmo. 

Pedro. Don't like him ! And why, pray ? 

Wife. Why, I— I don't like him because — because — why, because I don't like 
him, that's why. 

Pedro. Aha ! a woman's reason aAer all, and I thought so. But he's a good 
man. 

Wife. But he scowls so, husband. O, mercy ! when I see him, I always think 
of the devil. And his voice is sometimes so loud and so fierce — I don't think he's 
much better than he should be. 

Pedro. Wife, wife, you're alwajrs full of your suspicions. I tell you, we had 
no business to keep the poor girl. When we found her at our door that stormy 
night, was'nt there a letter and some jewels ; and think you, when good Dun 
Guzman here offered to take her and bring her up as his daughter, we ought to 
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bring her up a poor peasant ? Nonsense, wife ! yon were wont to think wister, 
For my part, Vm glad I did so— glad I gave ap basket, letter, jewels, all — all up to 
him. My sleep has been alwa3rs sweet for it, and I'd do it again. 

Wife. But you kept the picture. 

Pedro. Aye, so I did — but you know it was'nt for money. IVe got it now 
where I always keep it, and mean to find out her parents by it one of these days ,* 
(flakes a picture out of his vest) see, wife. 

Wipe. O, my! what a beauty little body it is, ai'nt it ? just such eyes as the 
girl herself— and when Donna Inez (that's her name, now, you know) was here 
the other day and smiled, she had just such a mouth exactly. 

Pedro. It was her mother doubtless. Poor lady, she was murder'd probably, 
or some such thing ; and they did'nt dare to kill the daughter, and so they carried 
her off and leA her at our door — poor, poor girl. 

Wife. How many years is it, husband ? 

Pedro. Thirteen la.st spring. But she's well off. Don Guzman's son — Don 
Juan — who's gone to the wars, is betrothed to her, and they'll be married when 
he comes home. 

Wife. Indeed ! that'll be soon then, for father Aselmo told me, they expected 
him every day. 

Pedro. He's been gone ever since — since — 

Wife. Ever since our Sancho — O if our boy could come home too— 

Pedro. Well, well, wife, let's hope for the best Providence always takes 
care of the honest ; and if we are so it will take care of us. But come, I'm to coB 
sticks in the forest to-day, so I should'nt stand talking here — the sun will be up 
before me— come— (ExU into the cottage.) 

SCENE II. Streets of Madrid. 

{Enter Juan and Raymond.) 

Juan, {speaking as he enters.) 
And yet^it follows not, good Raymond, no ! 
It follows not that I should love the camp ; 
Tis not my passion. True, as you have said, 
I've borne me as became my father's son, 
Rising with ease where others, but in thought. 
Periled their greatness. Yet it follows not. 
That I should tie my heart unto a feather, 
The Duke can give me. 

Raymond. 
When that feather is 
A thing the world asks — thirsts for — fights for— aye. 
E'en to the death ! A thing will buy thee — 

Juan. 

Smiles ! 
Smiles, and no more, good Raymond, nothing more : 
The man who stands in favor of his king 
May find the crowd will bow — aye, let him plant 
His foot upon their necks; for His his smile 
Stamps their vile dross and gives it currency. 
Which else were dross. Yes 'tis submission 
Which selfishness lays upon men, where each word 
So honied now, shall be a dagger for thee. 
Thy star leA the ascendant. Power, away with't ! 
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Foob seek it, aod it cmshes tbem. So clowns 
Climb rocks, and pall tbem down on their own hetds. 

Ratmomd. 
Yet all men seek it. 

JuiK. 
Tme, the love of power's 
A passion, and so deeply interfosed 
In onr vile natures, we can scarcely separate them — 
Bat not with all. It has not slipt thee, Raymond, 
Our entry into Bladrid ? 

Ratmond. 

What, thy triumph ! 

JUAM. 

Well, call it as you will. 

Ratmond. 
The day Braganza, 
The nobles all assembled, publicly thank'd thee. 
As bravest knight and true ! 

JuAfr. 

Well, do not sing of it. 
Raymond. 
Call'd thee his own right arm, and bade thee ride 
Nearest his person ! 

Juan. 
Well, upon that day 
High as my station was^— the noble duke 
His face of favor on me— even there. 
As my proud steed bore me so gallantly, 
Mid shouts, and tossing helms, and spears and plumes, 
Of Madrid's proudest — would'st thou think it, Raynumd i 
From all that pageantry and pomp and roar, 
My heart went off unto my father's castle. 
And to my native hills ; and their sweet melodies, 
Heard but in fancy — the soft soul-like sounds 
Of winds, and woods, and waters, sweeter seemed. 
Than the hoarse plaudits of that mighty crowd. 

Ratmond. 
My dearest lord, you know your character \ 

A strange one ever seemed. 

Juan. 
Raymond, a question : 
In all my moods, the wise ones and the foolish, 
In all my hours of passion, pride, or wrath, 
Moments of triumph, glory, and success, 
Of disappointment, sorrow, sullenness — 
Has not my heart kept its firm faith to thee. 
And beat to truth ? 

Raymond. 
My dearest lord, I prithee 
Speak not of that. The honor of your friendship 
Had better fallen on nobler than on me. 
My birth, though 'twas not mean was most obscure; 
You sought me out, and something in me found 
vol.. II. 2ff 
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boi^t thy firieiidship. It has lifted ae 
To a prood Mghc. 

JoAir. 
And Dobly at that height 
Thou'st erer borne thee ! We have lived together 
Brothers for years — ^have drank at the same board — 
Slept in the self same tent— langh'd — wept together— 
Fonght— conqner'd—shared together the same victory : 
And when my favor got thee thy deserts, 
Thy knighthood— ne'er on braver shoulders fell 
The glittering blade ! Sorely, it follows not, 
The eaglet nursed npon the lower clifi. 
Beats the blue air with less majestic wing, 
Than those of higher eyrie ! One's their natare — 
And each, as the other, soars into the snn. 
Or sports it with the daring thnnder-elond ! I tell thee, 
The jewel that the clown picks from the dong-hiU 
Shines not less fair opon a monarch's brow ; 
Andsoch a jewel is thy fine free nature. 
I found it, wore it on my heart, will wear it — 
Unless thou take it thence. 

Ratmomd. 

My dearest lord — 
JuAir. 
Ijord me no lords ! I'd have thee call me, Juan. 
When we're at court, where feeling yields to form. 
And servile Flattery crooks the knee to Power, 
Then lord me if thou wilt, it is the fashion. 
AIVb hollow there, and friends may have such seeming — 
Yet, 'scaped its forms, I'd 'scape its follies too. 

Ratmoitd. 
Well-*»liMiii — ^wait for me to break our laith, 
And it will never be. 

Juan. 
Then we are friends. 
Friendship 1 ' it is life's solder.' Heart to heart, 
Passion to passion linking earth's proud sons, 
Thus scattering those few flowers along our path, 
Which else were black as night. I prithee, Raymond, 
Dost thou remember one sweet eve we pass'd 
Alone upon the Guadelquiver's side 1 
Thou may'st remember it The day was done ; 
A hush had all come down upon the world, 
And that so soft and gentle that we scarce 
Dared lift our voices, all so holy seemed. 
The evening bird we heard not. The shrill note 
That the cicada blew from the sweet mom, 
That too was silent. Low and spiritual 
The evening wind still titter'd in the tops 
Of the tali trees, yet in a tone so low 
The stillness was made more still. Then the moon , 
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The beftntlAil mooD, hung off in the clear beaTta ; 
And one by one the stars came ont, and scenwd 
Like spirits watching the world. All did comlnne 
To lea^e no mnsic for ns, save that hymn 
Which charms the dullest ear — I mean, the waters 
Which, as the river sighed along its bed, 
Came to the shore in wreaths of diamond snow 
And on the white sands flang their whiter foam. 
Thon may'st remember it ! how we bowed down, 
And made a vow, that in the coming fight, 
(The next day was the battle) we wonld keep 
Each on the other's life a gaardian eye. 
And stem the tide together. We did so : 
And thoa rememberest, when the doke was down, 
Strock by a Moorish bolt ; and I had knelt, 
Careless of self, to cast his helmet loose 
And give him air, then did thy faith shine forth : 
Thon stood'st betwixt me and a certain death. 
And thy breast took the blow. Have I forgot it f 
By Heaven ! my life is thine for that brave act. 

Ratmojtd. 
O, name it not 

JuAir. 
Aye ! bnt I i0tZI do so ; 
And make a shift to free the obligation. 
Thon'rt poor. 

Ratmowo. 
Aye, Joan, save thy friendship, poor, 
As when, thy squire in rank, I moonted first, 
And followed to the wars. I've gain'd some credit ; 
And, thanks to thee, and this same faitbfol arm, 
I've won my spar»— ^at's all. 

JVAN. 

Aye, that is tme. 
A single tap gives knighthood— but the lands, 
The spreading lands that keep that rank in countenance. 
The duke forgot to give thee. 

Ratmoitd. 

Even so. 

Thanks to my natal star ! I have the means 

To keep thy state op. Nobler blood there's none 

In all Castile than runs in these boys veins. 

And Andalusia has no lovelier 

Than my broad lands. A moiety of this 

Shall help payback the debt I owe thee, Raymond — 

No words — it shall be so. 

Ratmond. 

Well, as thou wilt ! 
Fools only scout good fortune when it comes — 
So I'll be none such. Yet, if I'm thy friend. 
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Joan, I claim all that a friend shoald ckum— 
Tby conAdcBce. When thoa art given to mirth, 
I'd know the came on't ; and when thoa'rt in teart, 
I would weep with thee. 

JuAir. 

Thoa hast all my heart. 

RATlfOlfD. 

Joan, thou doet not play thee honest there ! 
Thoa hast nU told me all. Fve seen thee, Juan, 
VHien thou hast deemed I saw not, drown'd in tears ; 
Ha?e seen thee start — have seen thy cheek grow pale— 
And thy lip qaiver with some strange emotion 
Not known to me. Now if I am thy friend, 
Read me that riddle. 

JvAir. 
Thoa hast read me well ; 
I'd hoped thou'st ever ta'en me at my seeming, 
Mostly a laogher ; one who took the world 
E'en as he might— determined to set off 
The good to the evil. Thon hast read me deeper, 
And read me right ; I ha?e such grieOs as lie 
Close on my heart ; so close, they foil my mirth, 
And with mirth's tears mingle the drops of sorrow. 

Ratmohd. 
Joan, shall I not know thy sorrows ? 

JvAjr. 

Rajrmond, 
Some griefs there are where human sjrmpathy 
But mocks, and mars, and tears the woonds aft-esh ; 
And such is mine. It is not poignant sorrow. 
But something that hangs o'er me like a clood, 
Coming betwixt the sunshine and my heart, 
Bifaking all night. Myfkther— 

Ratmojtd. 

Ah!— 

JVAN. 

His love ! 

it is tenderer than the turtle's is 

O'er her young brood I and such his love for me, 

1 could wear out my life for him, and never 
Cancel the debt 1 Yet he is oft most strange. 
His thoughts are blacker than the thunder-cloud 
Nigh to its bursting ; and there's something round him, 
That makes me feel there is a bolt on high 

Ready to crush our house. 

Raymoitd. 

Pshaw ! Shadows, shadows 
That spleen doth breed in tby distemper'd brain— 
They'll go off with the surfeit. 
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JvJLn, 

I have battled them, 
And call'd it weakness ; yet, like to a rock, 
Here— here it lies — I cannot heave it off. 
Two hours hence shall we see him. Yet e'en now, 
My heart on fire to meet him, throbs forebodingly 
or fatnre ill. 

Raymond. 
Now by my faith ! Don Juan, 
Spar up thy manhood ! If there's mettle in thee. 
Be not a boy. Sdeath ! that a fellow, fit 
To tread on dangers, thus hides his bold head 
In paltry shadows t 

JuAir. 

Shadows ? 
Ratmoicd. 

Aye, by Heaven ! 
Shadows 2igirl might laugh at — and that IhoUf 
Shame on thee, Juan ! If thou hast a soul, 
Or sense, or reason, show thyself a man — 
Then Til be proud of thee I 

JuAlf. 

Well— it has pass*d— 
So let us to our journey. All is ready. 
A few farewells unto our summer friends 
At court here, and we're free — Sirrah I how now — 

{EnUr Servant.) 

SsmTAlTT. 

My lord, the Duke Braganza sends thee greeting. 

JUAW. 

Bear back my service to the noble Duke — 

Say I attend him. {EzU, SertaiU,) 

Raymond, this dispatch'd, 

ril be with thee anon— till then, farewell ! 

{ExUf Juan.) 

Raymond, (looking efter him.) 

Thou hast a noble heart ! And yet the elements 

Mingle so strangely in thee, that I know not 

To love or weep thee most. Thus much I know. 

Thou art a man ! Thy fine, free, princely soul 

Is honor's mirror, from which flashes out 

The image and the impress of a man 

Earth cannot rival ! ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

« * • «.« « « * « 

SCENE III. Another street. 

Enter Raymond and Sancho from opposite sides, 

Raymond. 
Fellow, how now ! Ah is it thee, good Sancho 1 
{Sancko walks round the stage grumbling and gesticulating.) 
Why what's the matter, Sancho ? Thy lank face 
Bodeth sad news. Come, ope thy stomach, man, . 
And out with't— what's the matter 7 
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SiNCHo. Matter, master— matter, qaotha— DmM^ / matter enooglu Bed- 
lam is loose, master— Bedlam ! and all the devils in't have come post horM to 
Madrid. I woald'nt stay another night in't for the Duke's best guinea. 

Raymond. Why, I can make nothing out of this, Sancho. 

Sancho. No ! and that nasty fellow there — he could make nothing, I guess. 

Raymond. No, for thou art nothing. 

Sancho. Nothing hit nothing then — I knocked him down. 

Raymond. Knocked who down ? 

Sancho. Why, that fellow there. 

Raymond. What fellow there ? 

Sancho. Why, the one that tweaked my nose and call'd me ass — ^you know 
him, master. 

Raymond. I know him ? 

Sancho. Lord ! lord ! Why I thought every fool knew him — ^he, he, he ! 

Raymond. Thou shalt know me, sirrah ! and thou wagg'st thy tongue thus 
saucily. 

Sancho. No, master, no, I'd rather not— I like not the friendship of the great. 

Raymond. Friendship ! 

Sancho. Well, service then. 

Raymond. And why, pray ? 

Sancho. They pay so. 

Raymond. Why, they're good pay masters. 

Sancho. Aye ! I'll be sworn — witness it my back — ^it's had more blows than the 
best drum-head in the regiment. 

Raymond. Aye, and because you merit it. 

Sancho. No— that I'll disprove. 

Raymond. Well, for thy proof. 

Sancho. Why, I never merited any thing in all my life — ^he, he, he. 

Raymond. Sirrah, thy back shall smart worse, and thy wits be no sharper. 

Sancho. No, master, I like not the acquaintance. 

Raymond. Aye, but the acquaintance likes thee. 

Sancho. Ebem ! gentlemen differ sometimes. 

Raymond. Rascal, take that, and let it buy thee manners. {Oiv€s a hl4fw.) 

Sancho. O lord ! O lord ! master, don't— don't be false. (Palls 0% his knets,) 

Raymond. False, sirrah I 

Sancho. I mean, don't play me false. 

Raymond. Play thee faUse, sirrah I 

Sancho. 1 mean, don't couple false friends. 

Raymond. False friends ! the whip and thy back are good friends. 

Sancho. No, master, no. 

Raymond. Well, for thy metaphysics — 

Sancho. Why thus, master. False friends quarrel — the whip and my back 
quarrel— «r^o, they are false. 

Raymond. Rise, villain — for once thy wits have saved thee. But what art 
thou doing here in the streets of Madrid at this late hour 1 Are the mules ready 
for our departure ? 

Sancho. No, master, no. Said I not Bedlam was loose, and emptied into this 
same Madrid 7 SancU Maria I they've got into that off donkey, and he won't work. 

Raymond. Wont work 1 

Sancho. No, master. ^ When I led him from his crib this morning, some how 
or other he'd got tum'd round — he followed his tail instead of his head. Well, 
seeing he'd a mind to go thus, I harnessed him thus, his head to the chariot — and 
now he wont go at^all — he, he, he. 
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Ratmond. Stncho ! (walking %f to him stemlf,) I tell thee what. Thoa know- 
•tmjfreeDatiire. 

Sancbo. Aye, that I do, (rubbing his back and shoulders,) be, he, he. 

RiTXf OND. Rascal, thou presum'st on% and lik'st a joke e'en to the detriment 
f Ihj service. Now mark me— if thou playest off another of thy waggish tricks 
>r the next six months, I'll hare thee whipp'd like a dog, just as thou art— dost 

Bancho. Nature gave me ears, master. 

Raymond. Aye, and long ones, too. 

Bancbo. The better hear I the world bray, master. 

Raymond. See thoa remember it ! I go for the lord Juan— an hour hence sees 
tibrth— and if thou be not ready on the instant— 1 ha?e a whip, (shakes U at him, 
udexil,) 

Sancho. Well, let me but once get out of this cursed Madrid, and if thou catch 
le in't again, why I give thee leave to whip me like a dog, aye ! and hang me 
here goes, (runs of.) 



END OF FIRST ACT. 

YaU College. 



PHILOSOPHY AND NATIONAL SECURITY. 

The world at all times presents an ample field for the study of 
be wise, the inquiries of the doubting, and the solicitude of the be- 
evolent. Every portion of its history reveals some distinct fea- 
ore, upon which the mind may rest with interest, though it may be 
ften painful interest. Error and suffering make up the most of 
ts experience, and have rendered the past a sepulcher of buried 
;reatness. For man is great even in his ruin, were there in his his- 
oiy no other proof of his capac'^ties. But he has at times, even in 
lis cabin, dreamed of a nobler nature, and realized after patient pur- 
int the refinements of civilization. These instances make us proud 
i our race, notwithstanding its errors, for they are fragments of a 
loken statue, each specimen declaring the beauty of the original 
rbole. In these scattered limbs we find a memento that unites our 
ympathies in a firmer bond with the world, and constrains us to ex- 
end the limits of patriotism, and say, man 

" With all thy fanlls we love thee still." 

kit the attainments of all preceding ages have been limited when 
ompared with the present. It was reserved for us to proclaim the 
rue relations of man, and the proper ends of government ; — for us 
penetrate the mysteries of nature, and bring out new elements to 
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affect the condition of society. No age has been so marked with 
the full development of all its resources. Science no longer stands 
aloof regardless of our wants, nor does benevolence tarn away to 
weep over sufferings she cannot relieve. 

It would be interesting to follow the history of each particular 
science down to the present time, to observe its successive influ- 
ence upon the welfare of society, and to mark the steps by which 
each has contributed to make the present age so eminently practi- 
cal. But this is not our object. We wish only to remind the reader 
of the general neglect, at this day, of one important science, and of 
some reasons why such neglect is fearfully dangerous^ 

It is well known that mental philosophy has fallen into almost uni- 
versal neglect. We do not stop to prove that our circumstances as 
a nation, by the attention requisite for establishing our government 
and fortunes, tend naturally to exclude from the public mind all sub- 
jects of only abstract nature or remote interests ; we only notice the 
fact that philosophy is neglected, and proceed to show that such neg- 
lect is unsafe. The ability to discover moral truth is involved in the 
true knowledge of the mind's operations. For the diJSerence be- 
tween truth and error is not to*be found in those states of the mind 
when it rests upon its final convictions ; these convictions cannot be 
taken and pronounced true or false in themselves, but the conditions 
of their error or truth are to be sought in the steps which the mind 
has taken to arrive at those convictions. If the preliminary process 
has been undeyiating, the conclusion is true ; if not, it is false. The 
ability then to discover truth involves the power of inspecting, dis- 
criminating ancTclassifying thoughts, which is the work of mental 
Ehilosophyl. Now, if the mind were in no danger of being misled 
y specious appearances ; or if there were no connection between 
error and the harm of him who embraces it ; — if individual mistakes 
were not contagious, endangering communities ; or if the present 
age were one oi apathy and inaction, or of blind subservience to an- 
cient maxims and institutions, there might be no occasion of alarm 
in neglecting the means of ascertaining truth. But the world has 
always been full of errors and consequent suffering. Men have 
erred in their notions of religion, and clung with eager assurance to 
every dream of superstition or of atheism ; they have erred in their 
opinions of government, and groaned under every possible sjrstem of 
oppression ; they have erred in their estimate of knowledge, and 
groped their way through ignorance to oblivion, thus fearfully illus- 
trating the liability of the whole race to error and consequent mis- 
ery. Hence in the growing experience of the world, no question 
has come down to us invested with such interest as the oft repeated 
inquiry, what is truth ? As to facts in the external world, there is 
little danger of mistake, for they strike the mind with immediate 
conviction. But the great questions of right and religion, with all 
their varied applications to morals and government, are decided only 
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after a process of reosoDing, a process always deliberate, and often 
tedious, in which the attention is liable to be dissipated, the judg- 
BMDt bewildered, and the mind impatient of its task to seek repose 
IB the first convenient delusion. Thus released, it too often revels 
ia the more passive enjoyments of sense, or employs its energies 
upon the interests of active life. In this state of passive impres- 
•ioas. Minded and confused by the occasional violence of passion, 
the mental phik)9opher finds most men, and proposes to lead them 
away firom things seen, to conduct them into the labyrinths of their 
own minds, and teach them to inspect, compare, and classify, till or- 
der shall arise out of confusion, and they shall no more stumble upon 
error. Who then is more worthy of studious regard, than he who 
thus ofllers us a guide in matters of temporal and immortal interest ? 
And yet he is neglected by us, and what is worse, we feel no inse- 
curity on that account. Why is this ? Have we made a covenant 
with truth and wisdom, and thereby secured tlieir unfailing alliai^ce? 
Heretofore they have been distant and cautious, yielding only to pa- 
tient and assiduous enticements : are we favorites, or have we new 
ebarms to captivate and make them ours for ever ? On tlie con- 
trary, truth is as modest, among us, as ever, and as liable to be 
orerlooked in the crowd of every-day thoughts. No one, indeed, 
doubts that we, or rather our fathers, have made great advances in 
the knowledge of the principles of religion and government, — ^but 
k is a question of serious import, whether we of this day are not 
clouding the prospects of the future, by neglecting the stern phi- 
loeophy which thev cherished ; — whether we do not err, in dream- 
ing that they did all the thinkings and left it to us to act only. The 
joquiry of course does not refer to all, but to the greater portion of 
community ; — ^to those who hold in their own hands the interests of 
the church and the nation. Every one knows that the profound 
metaphysician is neglected by this class, and more, he is derided by 
many oi those who call themselves philosophers. (It is to be hoped 
that a timely public verdict upon these latter will save us froiiT the 
impositions of a most dangerous school of quackerv.) We say Qytty 
one knows the extent of this distaste for mental philosophy, and 
moreover, every one who knows any thing of the history or habits 
of the mind, knows also that it is the most successful way of inviting 
enor* Such neglect is unsafe in any government, much more so in 
onnu For there are relations peculiar to ourselves which every 
thinking man must see, and which, in the view of every such man, 
iavests this subject with tremendous consequences. Our govern- 
ment is an experiment. It arose without a model, the original con- 
ception of unperverted minds. It stands based upon truth ; — em- 
bfictng the interests of a mighty empire ; — its portals thronged with 
crowds of admiring strangers, eager to commit their lives and for- 
tunes to its protection ; — in it are the resources of wealth and jpower, 
the elements of stupendous action, and the unfolding destinies of future 

TOL. If. 26 
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generations ! And jet, with all these energies, it is 00I7 aa experi- 
ment. If truth b maiDtaioed, its operations are safe, and all our 
hopes are realized. But if by any neglect of ours, this fcondatioo 
fails, the mighty fahric roust fall and hury us in its ruins. We ba?e 
said that our government b based upon truth. Others are buih 
upon power, and thb b one of the considerations that show the ri- 
tai connexion hetween a correct philosophy, appreciated and stuAed, 
and the welfare of the nation. Power, once triumphant, can secure 
Itself against enemies more easily than truth. The tendency of die 
former b from victory to domination, its enemies yielding a fbieed 
submismn at first, followed soon hy ahject subservience. But the 
enemies of truth gather a desperate inalignity from every defeat. 
Since, therefore, it can only maintain a perpetual struggle with ob- 
stituite error, that government which relies upon thb foundation for 
existence b unwise and unsafe, while neglecting a philosophy whose 
object b to qualify it to establbh truth. 

But thb b not the only nor the greatest danger on thb subject. 
Other governments are in the hands of a few individuals, who may, 
if they will, qualify themselves. In these, the ignorance and errors 
of the multitude never reach beyond the limits of their own domes- 
tic condition, and never afiect the government. But with us, legis- 
lation b the joint business of all. Tlie high and low, wise and igno- 
rant, idle and busy, reBect alike their peculiar passions and preju- 
dices in the government to which they contribute. The danger b 
increased by thb circumstance, not only as the number of legbla- 
tors, but much more in proportion as the facilities fer corruption and 
error, are more abundant in sudi a promiscuous assemblage. If the 
government is to rest upon all, then all roust have the ability to dis- 
cover, as well as the integrity to vindicate correct principles. At 
any time there would be danger of neglecting in such a government 
that philosophy which alone can guide to the knowledge of intricate 
truth. But much more, at such a time as the present in thb gov- 
ernment, amidst all the activity and precipitance which our age and 
interests demand, is there danger of such neglect. There b already 
among us a class who have no power, and seemingly no dbposition, 
to judge of truth, and are therefore ready to rush in any direction, 
under anv impulse. Another and larger class, the active, are too 
busy to give time to philosophical inquiries, and are therefore ren- 
dering themselves incompetent to manage the concerns of a govern- 
ment, which, from their numbers, they roust preserve or ruin. And 
the last and smallest class, who might advise, is too feeble to coun- 
teract the dangerous and growing indifference of the others. Such 
then is our government, and such its circumstances. Without a 
chart or a record of the course of any former adventurer, it has em- 
barked upon an unexplored sea. Truth is the needle on which 
alone it depends for guidance, and this, if injured or its laws neg- 
lected, will only mislead. Those who conduct the course arc al- 
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f , forgetting their dependence amidst the scenes of novelty and 
est around them. The voice of alarm is heard in time to es- 
! the danger and recover our course. But it calls for dispatch, 
cannot, and every American ought to ponder it, conduct our 
Ml safely through the dangers that encounter it, without a true 
universally appreciated philosophy. Nor can we err long on 
Ribject, and yet be safe. What we do takes hold of the future, 
eviation of small account to-day, may open to-morrow wide 
I truth, and disclose an impassable chasm i separating us for ever 
I our hopes. 

C. W. 
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Thr murmurs of day are sank at its close, 
The evening steals on with its dreamy repoee, 

And the charm of its starlit 8ky ; 
And the last gleam of twilight lingering still, 
Flings the blush of its beauty on forest and hill, 
Like the hope that enlivens the heart's lonely chill, 

When the pure in spirit die. 

The song of the warblers is hnsh*d on the air, 
And the vapors are gathering silently there 

Their crystals of pearly dew ; — 
From their home in the west the light zephyrs come. 
And their bosom is specked with the silvery foam 
Of the clouds that aloA on their pathway roam. 

Through fields of the upper blue. 

Oh, dearer to me than the glare of the day 
Is the first star of eve, with its pensive ray 

Just glimmering into life ; 
'Tis a pledge that the passions which sicken us here, 
Shall be hushed when the evening of age is near, 
And the star of a brighter hope shall appear 

Beyond this mortal strife. 

Thus when the brief day of our being is o*er. 
And weary we stand on time's farthest shore, 

The ties that have bound us all riven, 
May the night that shall gather its shade round our tomb, 
With the star of our faith illumine its gloom. 
And awake with the mom that shall welcome us home 

To the unfading light of heaven. 
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REVIEW. 

T%€ You$tg LaJy^s Friend; by a Lady. Boston: American Sta- 
tioners' Company. 1837. 

— " Licoit, semperqne licebit 
Parcere person is, dicere de vitiis." — Hbr. 

We beg leave to introduce to young ladies this ^^ Friend/' whose 
acquaintance we doubt not will prove invaluable. Ye who are un- 
der the eye of a governess, who pull the bair of duennas andabhor 
the idea of a step-mother, here is a ** Friend " who will relieve you 
from all such thraldom. A Friend who can instruct, but has no 
tongue to scold ; who will give you most excellent advice, but no 
''black marks" for neglecting it; attend you at the toilet without 
criticising your dress, or reading your love letters, or reporting your 
peccadillos ; walk with you, and yet be blind to your coquetry and 
flirtations ; give you the best of counsel at hotne, the most unexcep- 
tionable chaperonaee abroad, and finally usher you — listen to this— 
into that elysium of hope, a successful marriage. Doennas ! your 
empire has fallen ! give up the truncheon-— enrol your names on 
that list which is said to be kept at 28 Comhill, Boston, with a 
description of your age, person, temper, fortune. Missionaries must 
have wives — there is some hope for you yet. 

The object of the work at the head of thb article is to ftimbh 
young ladies with a manual of politeness, with authority upon every 
doubtful point of etiquette, regulate their "domestic economy, 
their '' health," the " employment of their time ;" conduct to the 
" sick," to " parents," " brothers," " gentlemen," " domestics," at 
" public places," at "parties," at " visits," when " traveling ;" in 
short, to supply rules for behavior in every possible combinatioo of 
circumstances. 

*' Qratia, fama, valetado conliDgat abande, 
Et mundus victos, oon deficiente cmmena." 

Now notwithstanding this is an object infinitely desirable, there is 
still a question, whether writing a book — even admitting that it finds 
readers — is the surest and best way of accomplishing it : that is to 
say, is there any such thing as giving a recipe for manufacturing la- 
dies ? Mow a lady, according to the definition of our authoress, is 
one, " who to inbred modesty and refinement, adds a scrupulous at- 
tention to the rights and feelings of others.- Let her worldly pos- 
sessions be great or small, let her occupations be what they may, 
such an one is a lady, a gentlewoman. Whilst the person who is 
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Mdj coarsey taciferouiy, and inattentive to the rights and feelings 
ofothersy 19 a Tolgar wcNman, let ber possessions be ever so great, 
aod ber way of living ever so genteel.'' — p. 319. This coincides 
witb the views we have ever entertained upon this subject, viz. that 
ladies, like poets, must have something innate, some ^' inbred mod- 
esty and rennement," and that an attempt to make a lady out of one 
who is destitute of these qualities, " one who is bold, coarse, vocif- 
erous," is as absurd and ridiculous, as to make a poet out of a mathe- 
matician, a sedate citizen out of a wandering gipsy, or a dignified ora- 
tor out of an infiated civic magistrate. Would Maggie Mucklebackit 
have become a gentlewoman, if she had been transported from a fish- 
erman's hut to a parlor, received lessons from a French dancing mas- 
ter, and practicea callisthenics ? Would '^ Sally" of Tontine mem- 
ory become a personification of grace and refinement, by cultivating 
a more intimate acquaintance witb Madame Cantelo, subscribing to 
the circulating library, and committing to memory the four hundred 
and thirty two pages of the " Young Lady's Friend ?" Is there any 
affinity between the mind which delights in gossiping at the comers 
rftbe street, brandishing a broomstick, engaging in rows, tearing the 
es of '^ beloved lords," and adorning the bar of Police Courts, and 
t mind which shrinks instinctively from vulgarity, delights in the 
purest, most refined enjoyments, breathes, speaks and exemplifies 
that spirit of charity and love which throws over earth the air of 
heaven. A mind which is naturally delicate and refined, will ex- 
hSbit these feelings every where. Her manners will assimilate to 
Use company she keeps. The shortest experience will make her a 
grace in the drawing room, and teach her the etiquette of fashiona-^ 
ble society, as if these spheres were native. And if it retiuires rules 
to teach woman the appropriate duties of a mother and suter, if she 
Ctquires a code of formalism to regulate her conduct in these rela- 
lioDSy if our mother's kindness in helpless infancy, and our aster's 
sympatfay in wayward boyhood, gushed not spontaneously from the 
hearty then is memory changed into a fountain of bitter waters ; then 
ase tbe visions of hope, the choicest pleasures of fancy, the last an- 
chor of wavering virtue, annihilated at a blow. But above all, will 
the insiaie delicacy of woman, aided by the most common of educa- 
tions, preserve her from every indecorum in public places, where all 
eyes are fixed upon her, and graduate her intercourse with the other 
sex by the standard of propriety and decorum. We use the words 
of tbe authoress when we say that '^ women are happily endowed 
with a quick sense of propriety, and a natural modesty, which will 

G orally guide them aright in their intercourse with the other sex." 
erefore we say, that rules like tbe following are not only entirely 
useless, bat will create the very evil it is their intention to remedy. 
And we should conceive that an individual who could seriously give 
such counsel as this, had never entered into the spirit of the trite 
maxim, honi soit qui mal y pense. 
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" If a finger is pat out to touch a chain that is round your neck, or a breast-pin 
that you are wearing, draw back, and take it off for inspection. Accept not im- 
necessary assistance in putting on cloaks, shawls, over-shoes, or any thing of the 
sort. Be not lifled in and out of carriages, on or off a horse ; sit not with another 
in a place that is too narrow ; read not out of the same book; let not your eager- 
ness to see any thing induce you to place your head close to another person^." 

Now any striking instances which might be quoted to prove that 
Buch rules as the above are necessary, that native modesty is not 
the safest guardian of woman's morals and manners, we contend 
are hopeless cases ; they must be sought from that class of minds 
naturally so " coarse and bold, so inattentive to the feelings of 
others," as to defy reform, — beings so unnatural and degraded, that 
even the '^ Young Lady's Friend" could not have regenerated tbem. 
The earliest and most indefatigable training would have only made 
of such characters genteel vulgar women, of whom it would always 
be said, " There goes Mrs. Roundabout — I mean the fat lady in the 
lustring trollopee. Between you and I, she is but a cutler^s wife. 
See how she's dressed, as fine as hands and pins can make her ; 
two marriageable daughters, like hunters in stuff gowns, are now 
taking six-pennyworth of tea at the White Conduit House. Odious 
puss ! how she waddles along, with her train two yards^bebind her. 
iShe puts me in mind of my Lord Bantam's Indian sheep, which are 
obliged to have their monstrous tails trundled along in a go-cart."* 

By subjecting another class to the discipline of the ^' Young 
Lady's Friend," a class a little less vulgar by nature, yoii would 
make the most of your materials, if you succeeded in giving them the 
forms withoijit the spirit of gentility — patterns of superhuman pro- 
priety in all matters of mere etiquette, 

" Miss Edgeworth's novels stepping from their covers." 

They would be like statues moved by machinery — ^ladies of bock- 
.ram and whalebone — living contradictions, whose conversation would 
constantly belie their appearance. But perhaps we are too serious — 
the bookhardly deserves it ; we have seldom seen more common- 
place remarks occupy a larger space — remarks, which every boarding- 
school Miss has had dinned into the unwilling ear from day to day — 
and which those who have not enjoyed that privilege, are all the 
better for not hearing. The sentiments in the chapter on '' nursing 
the sick" are very suitable and proper ; but pushed to a detail and 
minuteness which borders on the ridiculous. ^^ The couch of sick- 
ness is the female throne," and how often, when tortured by the 
officiousness of some kind-hearted awkward nurse, of the masculine 
gender, have we longed for woman's smile to cheer, for woman's 
voice to soothe, and woman's hand to dash Cologne on our aching 
brow. Peruse then, ladies, these few pages with attention, and in 
the elegant words of our fair authoress you will avoid the mis- 

* Gkildsroith's Essays, page 73. 
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ery '' of using your delicate fingers like thumbs, tod your thumbs 
like legs of mutton." Behold the all accomplished nune ! Is the 
patient nervous ? She trippeth around the couch unclad in rustling 
silk ; with ancient glove on band, she places, piece by piece, the rat- 
tling anchracite on the glowing hearth— one band holds shovel, tongs 
and poker, the other gently cleanseth the fire place ! — pp. 61,62. 

She coughetb not — ^sneezeth not-— bloweth not her nose in suck 
a manner as to disturb the feverish slumberer. — ^p. 62. 

She constantly abluteth the sick, 

And with a little rag, around a little stick, 

Cleanseth the teeth. — p. 65. 

We have on page 68, a description of the delicate maneuver of 
changing the beds. 

" In shiAlng persons from one bed to another, an inconvenience often arises 
to the inexperienced, from attempting to lift the patient from the first bed to the 
second, with his head in the same direction after his removal as before. The per- 
sons lifting him, in this case, being between the patient and the second bed, are in 
their own way. The difficulty is obviated by placing the head of the second bed 
toward the foot of the first, leaving ample space between the two, that is, fonr or 
five feet, and lifting the body by two or three persons, who are then to wheel round, 
lile a platoon of soldiers^ and deposit the head of the patient toward the head of 
the second bed, which corresponds to the foot of the first." 

Here we have the forces drawn up in battle array — ^then '^ like a 
platoon of soldiers," (the nurse acting as corporal,) to the left, back- 
ward wheel, march ! and presto, '' the head of the patient is de- 
posited on the head of the second bed." One other remark is 
worthy of remembrance — '^ be careful in watching to be clad suffi« 
ciently or you may take cold." In fact, the whole chapter is a 
treasure of new and striking thoughts, and winds up in a manner 
worthy of Dr. Kitchener, with various recipes, that alone would 
render the volume invaluable in our estimation. 

But the next chapter, devoted to the subject of ^' Dress," is the 
one from which we have derived the most instruction and amuse- 
ment. Our authoress here displays a minuteness of knowledge 
which is of course natural, and for which we male scions of hu- 
manity, are bound to render our grateful thanks. Lady Mary 
Fleming would have envied her acquaintance with the* chronology 
of fashion ; the philosophy of dress is discussed with a metaphysical 
subtlety and logical acumen worthy of the subject. '^ Embroider- 
ed pelerines," " Scottish Queen's caps" " balloon sleeves" " Gre- 
cian head-dress" '^ assistant bishops," dance through her chapter in 
all the mazes of fashionable confusion. We doubt whether the 

Jrounger part of the female creation, are as much edi6ed with these 
ucubrations, as certain *' antique ladies," who have outlived every 
thing, save the starchy primness of their maidenly robes. But this 
is not all — the gaudy suns of Broadway, are not the only lumi- 
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naries with which our rision is dazzled. Sleeping beauty flits before 
our imagination, the minutest arrangements are not forgotten. Caa 
we proceed ? Let the book answer. 

^* Some young ladies, who pnt their chambers in good order erery morning, an 
ooDtent to go to bed at night leaving them in the mmast eonfosioR. They do aot 
consider how liable every one is to sadden indisposition, or to an alarm of are, or 
to some contingency that wonid introdace their family and even strangets into the 
apartment, or how mortified they woald feel U tee a genUewum MtuuMimg ^vw 
their petticoats^ dropped in a ring in the middle of tkejloor^ or kicking a strsf skte 
or stocking before him I It is best to be alwajrs prepared for any exposure, by;aa 
nndeviating practice of neatness and order. Every article taken off the person 
at night, should have an appropriate place; under-garments, eqiecially, should be 
MO arranged, near your bed, as to be well aired without exposure in full view, aod 
to be easily seized and put on, in case of an alarm. Shoes should have a fixed 
place, where you can alwa3rs find them in the dark. Stockings should be drawl 
one within the other, and include the garters, that they may not be missing when 
wanted in haste. Chairs should be set in their places, and all things so arranged 
as not to be stumbled over in the dark, should you have occasion to rise in the 
night 

" Those who sleep in short cotton gowns, generally use the same article as t 
dressing gown, over which they comb and brush their hair; but this is untidy, as 
loose hairs and dandruff will lodge in the folds, and so be carried to bed with you. 
Have a separate gown for this purpose, or else pin a napkin round your neck that 
will cover your shoulders, and receive every thing that comes from your hair.** 

This is bad enough ; but the same beautiful idea is pursued. The 
care of clothes is the sublime theme. We should not have ventured 
to quote what follows, if it had not been written by a lady to ladies. 
But as we presume that these sage remarks will afl^t the prices 
current of all saponaceous articles, and kindle the imaginations of our 
esteemed Yalensian contemporaries^ we cannot exclude the IbUov- 
ing extract. 

" As a general role those things which are injured by washing should never be 
, worn next the skin. Such as woolen and silk shawls, the sleeves of silk dresses, dec 
Be not shocked to be told that it will grease them, for the fairest and most delicately 
clean skin is so constituted, as to keep soft and healthy by a lubrication of oil, in- 
sensible to the eye, unless allowed to accumulate on something that will not beat 
washing, but sufficiently evident where this is the case. The slightest texture of 
mnslin interposed, and frequently changed and washed, will prevent this unsightly 
accumulation. I have seen the back of a high necked dress that was not lined, 
so changed, where it came in contact with the skin, as to mark distincUy the out- 
line between that and the part which had other clothing under it This is a dis- 
gusting sight, and might subject a young lady to the imputation of having a pecu- 
liarly greasy skin, when that was not really the case.'' 

Oh ! delicacy, where is thy blush ! Oh ! sentiment, go seek thy 
grave. What a picture — how forcibly does it recall the nursery 
idea we used to entertain of the exterior condition of Mrs. John 
Spratt, the wife of the celebrated Mr. John Spratt* 

*' Jack Spratt could eat no fat, 
His wife could eat no lean.** 
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Ob 76 muslin weavers, what a glorious customer she must have 
been ! If such indeed be the curious fects respecting airy woman, 
what a nice speculation would a view of the corporality of South 
Middle affi)rd our philosophical authoress. Heaven shield our friends 
there, from the harpoon of the whale-fishermen ! We can devote 
but a line to the next chapter, '^ on the preservation of health." 
Most of the statements contained in it, it may be proper for young 
ladies to know, but whether they should not come from their most 
intimate friends, rather than the public press, is a question easily de- 
cided. We have not yet cultivated such views of the structure of 
the body as (to use the authoress's expression) '^ to be equally will- 
ing to speak to a physician of the bowels, as of the brains," much 
less to see such willingness with satisfaction, in a work to which 
every class of readers has access. We are unwilling to dwell longer 
upon this chapter. We acknowledge ourselves to be of the sterner 
sex. We yield the palm of sensibility to woman. We have ever 
looked to her for lessons in modesty and refinement, yet while read- 
ing some passages of this work (we say it without afl!ectation of 
delicacy) our rude sense of propriety has turned away in absolute 
disgust. We have blest our stars, that we were not taught modesty 
by the " Young Lady's Friend," nor by those who drew their re- 
finement from that fountain ; among the rules of decorum first im- 
printed upon our memories was this, '' never to say or do any thing 
you would be unwilling to repeat before your mother and sisters." 
But there are passages in this work, which the most unrefined 
brother would hesitate ere he read to the circle which surrounds 
his hearthstone. We do not allude to that part of the work which, 
from the nature of the subject, involves details rather unsentimen- 
tal, but in other passages where indelicacy might have been 
avoided, allusions are introduced, so gross, so unethereal, may our 
lips be blistered ere we breathe them in her presence, whose smile 
we value ! 

Our limits will permit us to dwell but a moment on what remains. 
And that we may not seem too harsh and ungenerous in our criti- 
cbm, we take the occasion to say that the authoress of this book is, 
we doubt not, a lady — a lady too, capable of giving example to all 
within her influence. We entertain for her that respect which it is 
woman's to demand, and deserve. Of her book we have a diflfereni 
opinion, and we rebut the charge of ungallantry, by quoting our 
motto. 

— " Lacait, semperque licebit 
Parcere person is dicere de vitiis." 

It is with unaffected pleasure that we refer our readers to some 
passages we have read with approbation. From the chapter on the 
'^ relation of brother and sister," we quote : 

VOL. II. 27 
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" Brothers and sisters may greatly aid each other in judging of tlKtr friflids of 
the opposite sex. Brothers can throw important light upon the cbwacter aal 
merits of yoang men, because they see them when acting oat their natures before 
their comrades, and relieved from the restraints of the drawing-room ; and yoo 
can in retam, greatly assist your brothers in coming to wise and jnst cobcIumms 
concerning their female friends. Yoar brothers may be rery much indebCad to 
the quicker penetration of women into each others' characters, and saved by jrov 
discernment from being fascinated by qaalities that are not of sterling Talve; bat, 
in order to have the inflaence necessary to snch important ends, yon mast be ha- 
bitually Aree from a spirit of detraction, candid in all your judgments, and ever 
ready to admire what is lovely and good in your own sex. If, when yon diaeit 
from your brother's too favorable opinion of a lady, he can with any jnstiee chaife 
yon with a prejudice against her fietmily, or a capricious dislike of her, yonr jodg- 
ment, however correct, will have no weight, and he will be very likely to beeome 
not only the lady's champion but her lover." 

" I have been told by men, who had passed unharmed through the tempta- 
tions of youth, that they owed their escape fVom many dangers to the intimate 
companionship of affectionate and pure-minded sisters. They have been saved 
from a hazardous meeting with idle company by some home engageiacnt, of 
which their sisters were the charm ; they have refrained firom mixing with the 
ifl^mre, because they would not bring home thoughts and feelings which thcf 
could not share with those trusting and loving friends; they have put aside the 
wine-cup and abstained from stronger potations, because they wonld not profime 
with their fumes the holy kiss, with which they were accustomed to bid their sis- 
ters good night." 

Read thb : 

"A great deal has been said and written, by medical men, against the onhealthy 
practice of tight lacing ; but, it is to be feared with very little effect So kog ss 
gentlemen admire small waists, and praise those figures the most, which approach 
the nearest to the shape of a wasp, or an hour-glass, it is in vain to tdl yoong Isr 
dies that the practice is destructive of health, and that there is no real beauty ia 
the small dimensions at which they are aiming. The taste of the lords of crea- 
tion must be rectified, and then the evil will correct itself. Let medical men, kt 
painters and sculptors teach young men that all such unnatural coaq^ressioit of 
the body is deformity ; let Grecian models of beauty be studied, tiU the shape of a 
modem belle shall no longer command admiration. Let mothers, too, make a 
stand against this general perversion of the uses of the body; let them keep their 
daughters without corsets, until they have attained their ftill development of fig- 
ure, and then it would be impossible for half the mischief to be done that bow is; 
for, by beginning whilst the bones are soft and pliable, the lower ribs cam be coai- 
pressed into half their natural dimensions. 

" I have been assured by a girl, shaped like an hour-glass, that she did aot lace 
tight ; and have been called to witness, that she was of the same size withoot, as 
with her corset. The case is plain, nature has been completely overruled, early 
tight lacing has produced a permanent deformity, and the space in which the 
lungs play has been reduced forever to those narrow bounds. 

" Few girls are aware of the force they employ when they lace their corsets; the 
mode of doing it deceives them ; it is so easy to gain inch by inch of that treach- 
erous silken cord, that they are not conscious of the ei&ct they are prodocing. 
whereas if they were obliged to fasten their corsets by buttoning them in froot, 
they would soon find out how tight they are. Let me beg my young friendi to 
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LiHraBl tlMBiselres on this subject, and to refrain from tightening their laces eren 
I mach as they can with ease." 

Tbe fidlovnDg remarks on " behavior to gentlemen" are eertainljr 
onect* 

"Terj yoong girls are apt to suppose, from what they observe in older ones, 
lat tbere is some peculiar manner to be put on, in talking to gentlemen, and, not 
wwfatg exactly what it is, they are embarrassed and reserved ; others observe 
MtniB aim and looki, nsed by their elders in this intercourse, and try to iautata 
am, as a neeenary part of company behavior, and so become affected, and loose 
na ftnt of diarms, simplicity, natoralness. To such I would say, your compaa- 
aa are in error ; it requires no peculiar manner, nothing to be put on, in order to 
■iTarse with gentlemen, any more than with ladies; and the more pure and ele- 
ited your sentiments are, and the better cultivated your intellect is, the easier 
in yoa And it to converse pleasantly with all. If, however, you happen to have 
p flieility in expressing yourself, and you find it very difficult to converse with 
whom yon do not know well, you can still be an intelligent and agreeabla 
', and yoa can show, by your ready smile of sympathy, that yon would be 
Miable if yon could. There is no reason in the world why any one who is not 
ahi^ipy, should sit in tbe midst of gay companions, with a face so solemn and 
BBoved, that she seems not to belong to the company; that she should look ao 
lam and forbidding that strangers should feel repulsed, and her best friends dis- 
ppointed. If you cannot look entertained and pleasant, you had better stay away, 
ir politeness requires some expression of sympathy in the countenance, as much 

I a civil answer on the tongue." 

« 

For the following appropriate observations on the conduct of 
ifiea at public places, the authoress is entitled to our sincerest 

* la no coiontry is it more important to cultivate good manners, than in our 
«a; aad yet there is a great deficiency of care and instruction, in this particn- 
IT. A jfoaag giri often grows up, without ever being told, that to laugh audibly 
i pablie, or in crowded assemblies, is not good manners ; that presenting herself 
ttfw end of a crowded bench, and looking for a seat, till some gentleman feels him- 
df obliged to give her his, is very ill-bred ; yet all these points should be well 
■tdad in a young lady's education ; and those who have had the greatest advan- 
iges in this way, should be ready to set an example worthy of imitation, to those 
rSo look up to them." 

" Yon will be careAil not to wear any head-dress that will prevent those behind 
xm from seeing well ; yon will never, by whispering, hinder those around yon 
Irom hearing easily ; yon will never seem to claim any particular seat as your 
i^i yon will never attempt to keep seats for those of your party, who come 
Her than you; you will never suffer, much less oblige, a gentleman to relinquish 
» yoa the good seat which he has fairly earned, by going very early and sitting 
gag in patience. You will careAilJy avoid going in late, and disturbing the oom- 
aay, ailer the lecture has begun ; but if you do chance to arrive late, yon will 
Ifp softly and take the first seat you can find, instead of making further interrnp- 
loa, by parading through the room in search of a better." 

We should be happy to lavish nothing but praise upon what re- 
nains of this work ; but there are some observations in the chapter 
Hk ** dinner partie^i" so incorrect and ridiculous^ that we cannot pass 
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them by. Wc are here treated with an entertainment of various 
delight. Anecdote and champaigne, and brilliant conversation 
sparkle round the boards aided by ^e flashing of steel as it ascends 
to scabbard itself in rosy lips, intended by nature for a much gen- 
tler purpose. It seems, however, that the steel blade is an Ameri- 
can perquisite ; we find no fault. In some parts of our country they 
prefer fingers. De gustibus, fyc. Among some refined people, 
silver forl^ are in vogue, but their use is not patriotic ; to bleed for 
one's country must be most sweet and decorous, especially at a din- 
ner party. In this scene the forces are again marshaled, (as in the 
sick chamber,) and the actors must enter like a ^' platoon of soldiers,*' 
<^ with erect carriage and a firm step," in a column of three file — 
advance to the front — then defile to the left, and assume your proper 
positions. We are thus led into the dining room — the company 
are arranged in due order. '' Let the young lady take especial care 
to spread her napkin in her lap, and place the gloves under it" — 
nothing like a double rampart. Then follows the onslaught — self- 
possession is the shield against all disasters. A worthy biped of the 
species ' anser' is furiously attacked sword in hand by his generical 
opponent. 

" When Greek meets Greek, then comes the iug of war." 

Clad in impenetrable armor, the victim feels the blows which fall 
upon him, and at one bound flies to the bosom of a lady fair. The 
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the shout of victory is raised for the conqueror. The whole scene is 
worthy of the most attentive perusal, we can quote but a part of it. 

" If you happen to meet with an accident at table, endeavor to preserve your 
composure, and do not add to the discomfort you have created, by making an un- 
necessary fu5s about it. The easier such things are passed over, the better. I 
remember hearing it told of a very accomplished gentleman, that when canring a 
tough goose, he had the misfortune to send it entirely out of the dish, and into the 
lap of the lady next to him ; on which he very coolly looked her in the face, and, 
with admirable gravity and calmness, said, 'Ma'am, I will thank you for that 
goose.'' In a case like ibis, a person must necessarily suffer so much, and be such 
an object of compassion to the company, that the kindest thing he could do, was to 
appear as unmoved as possible. This manner of bearing such a mortifying acci- 
dent gained him more credit, than he lost by his awkward carving.'' 

We must beg the indulgence of our readers, while we comment 
upon one other passage, which, as it is broached with something of 
the air of a general principle, deserves a moment's attention. In 
speaking of the tender passion, our authoress observes — 

*^ Love in the heart of a woman should partake largely of the 
nature of gratitude ; she should love because she is already loved 
by one deserving her regard." This is indeed teaching the heart 
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" to throb by rule, 

To )oFe what it abhors, to hate what it adores/' 

la this sendment too, our <^ Friend" has forsaken entirely her 
standard — ^Miss Edgeworth — whose characters she is constantly for- 
dag apoD us as models of all that woman should be. In '^ Be- 
linda/' the eckdrcisiement depends on the fact that a proteg^ of 
the hero, thought herself compelled to marry him out o{ gratittdt, 
and he was too grateful to object, while the hearts of both were 
bieaking with hve to others. Now this loving out of ' gratitude' may 
do well enough for certain ancient maidens, could they but obtain 
that which has formed the burden of their song and sigh, during a 
campaign of forty years. One sidelong glance would overpower 
them— one fond gaze would melt the fountains of pity — tears of 
' gratitude' would own the '< soft impeachment." But on this prin- 
ciple, what will become of some of our fair acquaintance ; thtir love 
must be, without metaphor, as boundless as the ocean ; you must 
love because, forsooth, '< you are already loved by those'' who, (in 
their own estimation, certainly,) '< are worthy of your regard." On 
this principle, ingrate beings ! no longer frown on that love-stricken 
swain* who follows you around the city with sighs — ^you must incur 
a debt of gratitude ' whether or no' — the door you cruelly shut in 
his face cannot protect you from this Cupid ; he shoots his missiles 
wnder it. But enough — well might " Young Ladies" exclaim, " save 
me from such ' Friends,' and I will save myself from my ene* 
mies." 

We will weary our readers no longer. If many more such books 
as this are written, and if they contain many such passages as we 
have quoted, tre, that is, we the men, shall not long regard woman as 

" it were all one — 

To love some bright particular star, 
And think to woo it." 

The spell of romance is broken. We once knew a lover driven 
firom the feet of one mistress by seeing her pick her teeth with her 
finger ; his vow of love to another was interrupted by hearing a 
bobterous ^' halloo" escape from her beautiful lips. He would cer- 
tainly become a maniac if he was possessed with one half of the 
curious facts which this Young Lady's Friend has disclosed. Who 
could love after such discoveries ? Our authoress is certainly not 
gifted with that spirit which would raise '^ a mortal to the skies," 
but she has admirably succeeded in bringing ^' an angel down." In 
conclusion we cannot but say, that we regard this book with a feel- 
ing of disapprobation — ^we had almost said aversion. Woman, and 
all that belongs to her, are the sacred property of the fireside and 

♦ Allusion has been made, I suppose, to a love-cracked gentleman who has been 
perambulating the street, fancying every lady he meets is the cruel fair one, and 
making offers of marriage by thrusting billet-doux under the doors. — Print, Dev. 
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of borne. It is there ber duties are to be learned — her influence to 
be felt — and her virtues to be rewarded. The curious world have 
nothing to do with her ; and she cannot be forced into its service, or 
exposed to its gaze without that feeling of desecration with which 
we should witness the sacred ornaments of religion plucked fipom the 
altar. Home must lose its sacred charms — the mother must cease 
to be what God has made her — ^the child be deserted by the iair 
angek who invest her with purity and loveliness, ere it will be ne- 
cessary for a human artificer, to place ber unskillful hand on creations 
which need not the aid of art. The lady who has so kindly volun- 
teered to be the guide of our fair countrywomen, may, for aught we 
know, be endowed with every accomplishment that belongs lo her 
aex. She may make artificial roses with every splendor of color- 
mg, but the grace — ^the delicacy — the sweetness, are not within her 
reach. We do live in a brazen age — an age which is diuly ?ritber- 
ing every romantic vision, and every chivalrous feeling that has es- 
caped iiom the more ided world of our ancestors. We have seen 
the most beautiful landscapes defaced by the sordid spirit of gain— 
we have seen a factory on the brink of Niagara — we see man, the 
image of his Maker, daily becoming more madly selfish — inore 
meanly greedy. We did hope that all the utilitarianism which 
steam could invent or execute, was exhausted on the phymcal woridi 
or that at most the rougher sex was alone exposed to its action. 
We were not prepared to behold the last refuge of sentiment — ^tbe 
fondest dream of imagination — ^the delicate incarnation of spirit, 
rudely assaulted by its unhallowed approach. 
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Wb stood upon the monnt, — the stars were out, 
Their heaven-lit fires were beamlDg bright : the moon, 
In silent loveliness, 'mid floating clouds 
So light they seemed the home of spirits blest, 
Was gliding on. Beneath us raged the storm ; 
Far, far below, as fW>m the cliff we gazed, 
A dense cloud lay. Over the earth it spread 
A sable pall, which in the moon's pale rays 
Showed fearAiUy : — unbroken save by gleams 
Of vivid lightning, when its fiery wing 
Traversed the darkness : then the thunder's voice 
Pealed forth its echoing roar. It was a scene 
Fearful, yet beautiful— that evening storm. 

C W^ 

YaU ColUge, April 8, 1837. 
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THE LAST SHOT. 
(a tale op the sea.) 

CHAPTER I. 

' This is the very coinage of yoar brain/ UdwUei. 

' Ye heavens ! there is an angel in her eye, 

' Pleading to win me/ Jbid, 

r Latimer ! reader, I have a story to tell you aboii^ ber, 
1 make vour heart ache before I get through with it— « 
■tory, a bright and black one at the same time— a dark un- 
Ue providence, which for some purpose or other gives to Jife 
qpot a moment, only to make blackness blacker by con* 
jves to the heart a thrill and pulse of happiness, and theo 
methbg to roll and riot in it like a blast from the pit of 
i—nurses the flowers and blossoms of a bright lio(>e there, 
■I we look to them and mhale their sweetness, we find out 
s inhaled pcMSon : — But, to the story. 
I down ana rendered haggard by study and sickness, brought 
i of those miserable states of mind when one feek like an m* 
lating every body, even my own soul, my study door open- 
my father entered the apartment, 
id morning to you, Heniy, I am glad' — 
1 turned from him, and, covering my face with my hands, 
lown on the table, where the tears ran streaming through my 

Kplicable boy !' — He sat down by me, he was alwavs tender 
met ; he took me, large as I was, in bis arms, and folded me 
heart, saying softly and kindly, * my unhappy child.' 
idler, speak to me not — speak not, I beg of tou. Tou 
say pause — ^give up this deadly work — throw aside my book 
with the world — -be cheerful. No, I cannot, I cannot — 
lot of it. It has become my life, soul, all— I cannot. A rea- 
ve only giving me to thought, and that were onl]^ subsUtuting 
Hion for another. It will kill me— I expect it— but what 
I it that I have my way ! Do not speak ol it.' 
ried my face in his bosom, and wept worse than before, 
ary, Henry, my boy, my dear boy ! you mistake'— «ay father 
id here, his voice soft. He did not frown — he did not ridi- 
le knew better — ^he knew how to deal with the ^ mind dis- 
Soolding, or ridicule, had made me desperate — he knew it. 
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* Hfenry, my boy, look on me' — I raised my head. He held a 
letter in his hand, a letter from my uncle in Jamaica. It seemed he 
knew my affliction, and pitied it — he had therefore written, and in 
the most urgent terms, to send me to him — promised me every thing 
I wanted — with a beautiful description of his plantations^ bis groves, 
grounds, parterres, colonades, &c. &c.— concluding the whole with 
that privileged phrase of all rich uncles — ^ he ihall come.' 



I read it. 

* And you will go, my boy ?' 

^ No, father, no. Why should I go to him ? I would die here— 
here in my home — here in your arms — here with cousin Mary. No, 
father, no. I'll not curse him with a maniac — spare me.' 

' But Mary shall go with you.' 

I shook my head mournfully. Mary herself at that moment en- 
tered, and stood gazing at me. 

Reader, if you have ever seen an angel just dropped down from 
heaven, to charm earth with visions of superhuman beatitude, then 
you can paint her. If you have ever seen a face, in which all the 
afiections, sympathies, feelings, passions, that go to make up the best 
part of humanity, are depicted and blended together, and that lace lit 
up with mind, and always accustomed to greet you with a sm3e, and 
ahvays speaking for you, staying with you, loving you, looking with 
favor on your errors, smoothing over your faults, bearing with your 
humors, regretting and pardoning your peevishness, and doing this 
time and time again, and then doing it all as if she wearied not, bat 
rejoiced to suffer for you, and would suffer more if you wished her 
to, and even seemed to invite it — if you have ever seen such a face, 
and in it such an expression, you may then know my feelings, as 
I raised my face, pallid thin and tearful, expressive of my agony^ 
and met her's of love, weeping also, and bending over me. 

Mary and me were betrothed long before, and I have nothing 
sentimental to say about it — ^indeed, if the reader would read nothing 
else, he had better stop at once. I have to tell him of something 
else— of — but let him read on, if he wishes it. 

' Mary, Mary ! have you, too, come to tonnent me, you so kind, 
you I love so, you I live for, pray for ? what have I done to merit it?* 

My father had left the study. I sat there, my head on my band, 
and that rested on the table. * 

Mary leant over my shoulder, lifted mv head from its recumbent 
position, kissed my hot forehead--one of her tears rolled down oo 
my cheek as she did so. 

I looked up. I never saw so much affliction on one face before — 
it seemed the misery of an age was crowded into a moment, and 
all of it settled there to blast it. 

* Mary, what would you ?' said I mournfully. 

* Your happiness^ Henry.' 
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' And will it come back ?' 

* Whither has it gone ? where are our bright days ? your life, 
imiles, joy? Alas, Henry, you are wasting, murdering yourself — 
^ou have strung your mind up to an unnatural pitch — the last oil 
^ou are burning of an almost expiring lamp — and those loving you, 
caring for you, depending on you — they, Henry, are drooping too. 
Will you murder me V 

I started — * Foil, Mary, murder you !' I looked hard at her — 
rarely, I had been blind. Where was the red lip, the bright eye, 
the sweet smile, the calm and expansive forehead of Mary Latimer? 
rare, that was not it, this was not her, thus thin, worn, wasted ! 

* You, Mary — murder you ! I have been dreaming. I am a fiend, 
a villain, a devil. I have forgotten, been selfish, thought none ever 
fek but me, none were wretched but me, none were ever cursed with 
rach a weight on their hearts but me. What, when, where, how 
shall I remedy it ?' 

. This was what she wanted. I was a lamb now, and led as she 
irished. 

: ' Accept your uncle's proposals, throw away th^se deadly vol- 
nines, come out from these shadows, and be yourself again. Look 
out on life, look out as you ought, and drink in the bright and beau- 
tifol around you. Talk, laugh, be gay — look not upon things with 
this jaundiced vision of yours, but think of the better purposes of 
behg, and be happy again. The vessel wait« for us — I go with 
jrou — and once out on the blue waters— once out of this wretched 
^oom and misery here, and we may yet hope for restored health, 
nid that time will bring round better days and all will be well again. 
A.nd the sea ! O, the sea, Henry, the bright and beautiful sea, with 
its life and glory and action, with its storms and winds and sweep- 
ing waves, with its hues by day and fiery magnificence by night 1 
And then all the stories of it — of its sparry realms and green grot- 
toes, with its groves of coral and cavernous crystal, its beds of hya- 
cinth and emerald and diamond, and — ah ! there, I see you laugh 
igain, and that's what I want, and you will go, Henry, you toill go?' 
Thus did this sweet girl, this angel, when her own heart was al- 
Dost broken, put on the hollow mockery of gayety ; and by talking, 
ind rambling, and picturing up these little nothings, bring back 
Kiroething like harmony into my heart, and set it beating again with 
loroething of its accustomed music. 

. I need not say she prevailed, and that we were soon prepared for 
jur journey. The reader may therefore, if he chooses, suppose us 
XI the ocean. 



TOL. II. 28 



218 THE LAST SHOT. 

CHAPTER U. 

* O'er the glad waters of the dark blue sea.' 

ByroHm 

' A motley assemblage, gentlemen.' 

Parqukar, 

The reader has doubtless guessed before this, the cause of the 
strange conduct recorded in the last chapter. The scholar, the se- 
dentary man, need not be told of that morbidness, that blackness, 
that living murder, that protracted death, that hell on earth that's 
gendered by study and long confinement ; that state of mind when 
day becomes night, light darkness ; when Paradise were a desert, 
and the bright span of heaven. 

Fretted with gold and curious workmanship, 

were little else than a dungeon's dome bending down its rocky 
arms, to clasp one in its almost tangible horror ; of those iDoments, 
when that leaden something lies on the heart like a mountain, craslH 
ing it and turning to gall its sweet founts of happiness, and we walk 
our rooms with streaming eyes, quivering lips, and the imaginatioiis 
of fiends. He knows it all. Let him add to this already insup- 
portable wretchedness, a deadly perseverance, a merciless disregard 
of nature's wants, as she keeps crying out in the pallid lip, the 
trembling hand, the unsteady pulse, the hot brow and ringing bram ; 
let him add a perseverance, until actual disease sets in, and the blade 
spectre of incipient Insanity begins to brood over and get the mat- 
tery of the intellect, and he will then have no difficulties in under- 
standing me, nor will the picture seem overdrawn. 

We dropped down the channel with a light wind, in one of the 
most beautiful barques of the service, and passing between the green 
shores of Staten and Governor's Island, glided out on the expanse 
of heaving waters. The morning was one of brilliancy, the sky 
had scarcely a speck in it, save the low banks of white clouds that 
lay along the horizon, the waves swung to and fro with an easy 
motion, the sea gulls skimmed about us, and the gently indented 
ridges of the Jersey shore sunk in the distance, and were scarcely 
distinguished from the low line of the ocean. 

The sea now began to look bluer, as is always the case a^s we leave 
shore, the breeze freshened, the sails filled, the larboard fore and aft 
main stays wore taughter and taughter, and while the waves grew 
rougher and angrier, and began to heave and hurry and aplarii 
about the bows, the gallant vessel bowed to her duty, and spnnff 
through the element like a sea-bird just loosed from prison, and 
shaking its white pinions to the rush of the wind. The breeio 
continued, the bald tops of Neversink lost their outline, and by the 
middle of the morning's watch, the last of the land had vanished, 
and we felt ourselves alone upon the ocean. 
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Every man ought to go to sea once, for the sake of this moment. 
be beauty and solemnity of it together, make an impression not 
OS to pass away. Landsmen may speculate on it, may think 
einselves at sea, and try to conjure up something of the feel- 
g they would have, as they saw the land shut out, and nothing 
ider and around them but a rolling, growling, mutable element ; 
It they need to be there, they need to stand on that deck, lean 
«r that tafferel, hear that wind in the shrouds, and the thunder of 

divided waters as the stout vessel battles with them ; they need 
ith their own eyes to look up to that heaven, with their own eyes 
•weep that horizon, and see nothing but water, water, water, 
berever they turn, and with their own ears to hear that water roar- 
g like a blood-hound for blood, to get any thing of the true feeling 
Uch the scene inspires. 

A man feels very much like one who leaves a crowd and goes 
hi solitude, except a sense of vastness all the while following himj 
d filling his heart with a feeling that words are poor things for, 
m heh alone. He feels very much as we suppose a man might ; 
d the spieculations of certain philosophers were sane ones, viz. 
St man is properly an isolated being, that he was formed so, and 
we happier so, and that the restrictions and moral duties devolving 

1 torn in a social state, are at once prejudicial and unnatural. It is 
•och a state that the heart gets a freshness it can get no where 

le^-that old prejudices and habits break up, or are swept away by 
m thoughts and new objects of thought — that a new life is given 
OB, and a springiness, an activity, a poetry of action, so to speak^ 
bes possession of us, and we are transformed into a new being. It 
here a man finds the cords in his heart tighten to those about 
beyond what it will do elsewhere — that the social qualities 
themselves in their most attractive manner — that the ten- 
of all these relations is increased, and he better performs the 
that belong to him — that he most habitually appreciates his 
BSSiDgs, has a more immediate sense of bis affinity to Heaven — ^in 
arty Uiat it makes him better. 

The efiect upon me was electric. My mind, no longer at its for- 
er tensioni loosed firom old habits and my thoughts turned into 
m channels, the mists began to clear away, and a healthier action 
ke place. A quietude succeeded not easy to describe. There 
as DO lassitude in it, as might be expected from a reaction, but so 
mff although rapid, was the transit to health, that I felt like a man 
isibing a hill towards the sunrise, when it breaks on him at once 
the broad blaze of day. A freshness passed over my heart, like 
alight over a bank of summer flowers, giving it new beauty, be- 
ies increasing its sweetness. I am con6dent of this, that my so- 
sty became more tolerable ; for those who once had shunned me 
m man whose mind was unsound, now gathered around me, and 
Eered such little attentions as passengers in such cases offer inva-t 
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lids. I thaDked tbem kindly ; and a degree of afiability spread round 
the ship, at once new and delightful ; imparting animatioo to the 
dullest, and putting wit into some skulls, entirely ionocent of such a 
thing before that, where it absolutely sparkled like the native ore. 

Our skipper was a man worth a moment's notice. He was a tall, 
st^ng-boned New Englander, hardy as a pine knot, and not unlike 
one in color. His straight hair fell over a fine brow. He had a blue 
eye, rather too much so for the leathern color of his countenance, 
while a slight provincialism, now and then perceptible, showed 
him Maiiie-born and fitted to the ocean. He was such a roan as 
you would not like to offend, if an enemy ; and would have no fear 
of it, if a friend ; one, whose honor you'd take his face as affidavit 
for, at any moment. He was a grand sailor, too ; and sprinkled, 
withal, with a touch of that self-complacency in respect to his knowl- 
edge of nautical matters, which as often bespeaks high merit in a 
man as it does something not quite so praise-worthy ; and there was 
an infinite fund of humor in him too, to which we always made ref- 
erence when wanting amusement, which quality made him much 
valued by us all. His ship was called the Swan, and, indeed, under 
his management and a fair wind, she rode the sea like one. 

I must also notice two others of the ship's company, while I am 
about it, as they will play a slight part in an interlude in the course 
of our drama. The one was a little man, a Chinese — been in this 
country two or three years for trade, and now bound to the West 
Indies. He was squint-eyed, pot-shaped, and bandy-legged, and in 
his feet, made but small pretensions to diminutiveness, either latitu- 
dinally or longitudinally; for his legs looked like sticks stuck in a 
pan-cake, such as I have seen school-boys of a summer's afternoon, 
making by a mud-puddle in the country. He was also very pert 
and techy ; fond of talking, which he did continually, and with the 
most execrable intonations ; and, like all loquacious gentlemen, he 
had the misfortune not to know it, so that on the whole he was veiy 
amusing and very troublesome. 

The other individual was his antipodes. If the Chinese was 
short, this man was long ; if the Chinese was thick, this roan was 
thin. He would have passed for a walking stick by moon-light. He 
was green and ignorant, just come from the Captain's state, and first 
time on ship- board. His face was such a one as you would whittle 
from a stick with a jack-knife ; his dress was not exactly a la mode, as 
his coat flapped about like a top-sail blown from the bolt-ropes, and 
his boots were absolutely tremendous. Every one thought of their 
toes as he passed them, and he thumped round the deck like a cat 
shod with walnut shucks — or, to raise the figure a little, he made a 
noise like half a dozen calkers thumping on the hulk of a line of 

battle ship. 

These were the only curiosiiies of the ship — the rest were gen- 
tlemen. 
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We bad been about four days at sea^ when the ugly Capes of 
Hatteras loomed up in the distance^ and as usual there, the sky oegan 
to look heavy and threatening. 

It seems as if all the hurricanes of the Atlantic gather in these lati- 
tudes, and growl at every ship that passes, as if begrudging them the 
free use of the water — as if there was some gigantic spirit sitting on 
that promontory, anxious for the supremacy of the ocean. I saw 
our skipper look long and bard all around the horizon, a dozen times 
ID as many minutes; and from the curl of the lip and the fast settling 
expression on his broad brow, I saw, as sailors say, there was some- 
thing in the wind. We could not yet see the Uapes ; that is, we 
could not see the water mark on the shore, but there was a sound 
coming from them louder and louder every moment, which I cannot 
better express than by calling it home-made thunder. Just such a 
sound, perhaps, as a thousand rocks of a ton's weight apiece would 
make, when raked about by some huge Titans, on a bed of trap- 
stone or granite. The sound was harsh and heavy. 

By the middle of the afternoon we came so near the Capes as to 
see them distinctly. The reader who has not been there will hardly 
credit their sublimity. Let him imagine to himself, a high bank of 
bald rocks stretching out into the sea, rough and ragged at top, pre- 
senting a broad front, rendered smooth by the action of the waters ; 
let him imagine the clouds hanging thick and murky over them, so 
low indeed as to sit upon them like a cap, changing each moment, 
now presenting huge and rolling folds of black vapor, as if a host of 
serpents were knotting and twining round each other, and now pre- 
senting their wild edges, like the fissures of the solid rock itself; let 
him imagine something of the low heavy roar. I have before spoken 
of, lessening as the high wind swept the sound away, and freshening 
again as the wind dies ; and then let him imagine the waves, huge, 
dark, and angrily green, tumbling over each other and making right 
towiurds these rocks, like so many fiends ; where they swing, and 
strike, and split, and by the concussion with the face of the rock, 
are dashed in broad sheets into the air, fifty and sometimes a hun- 
dred feet, and falling back like the descending thunder of a cataract; 
let him add to all this, the fear that the wind will drive his ship an 
to those very rocks, and he will have something of the picture. As 
good a substitute as can be found for it any where, is got by stand- 
ing below Niagara, and watching its amazing wealth of waters as 
they come tumbling from the precipice, except the immeasurable 
distance in point of the horror they inspire in the beholder. Niag- 
ara is huge, almost oppressively so ; but there is a sense of security 
as you stand by it, which is not felt as you go by the Capes of Hat- 
teras ; here you are filled with a dread sense of danger, and are glad 
to leave them behind you. 
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CHAPTER nL 

* Nature is at fault, and this good guest of ours (the soul) takes soil in an im- 
perfect body, and so is slackened from showing her wonders; like an excellent 
musician, which eannot utter himself on a defective instrument'— >I<^i{ Bmc^n. 

The sun had not yet set. As yet there was nothing to frighten a 
landsman. The dark sky on our right, hanging over the Capes, was 
now some distance behind us ; and the wbd began to blow on the 
other tack, so it seemed there was nothing to fear. Our captain 
however did not suit me, I could not fathom his motions. He kept 
stretching his long neck to windward every few moments, ^and then 
hurrying aft to hold converse with the mate at the wheel. He sent 
his boy below too, to fetch up his night coat ; brought out his speak- 
ing trumpet and laid it on the capstan, and every now and then 
k)oked hard in the wind, and then ran his eye aloft over the rig- 
ging, as if to assure himself that bis gallant vessel was as she should 
be, and prepared for every emergency. 

Still he stood scowling windward. I looked in that direction- 
there was nothing there that I could see. The broad sun had dip- 
ped his disc in the ocean, flinging back upon the sky a broad sea of 
rosy and flame colored light, which, reflected down upon the heav- 
ing and high topped waves, made them look like molten gokl. 
High above them the evening star twinkled in the distance, and if I 
bad been told a storm was coming up, I should as soon have thought 
it coming out of a soft summer heaven, as from that one beibre me. 
The wind had now died away, scarcely suflScient indeed to keep the 
sails bent was perceptible, and there was something so sweet and 
quiet gathering over us, we could not think of danger. The vessel 
made but little headway, the roaring sound of broken and disparted 
waves was no longer beard, she swung gayly and gracefully m the 
troughs of the rolling sea, and occasionally, if a wave more heavy 
than the rest struck against her, there was a start through the whole 
ship, as if the noise of waves was a thing unusual to us. Such was 
the quiet of the scene. 

' I ve sometimes thought,' said I, in a low tone, to Mary, as we stood 
leaning together over the tafierel, ' IVe sometimes thought I should 
like to go down under these green waves, and trace the wonders of 
the great deep there. How many fathoms below, think you, are 
the coral rocks — ^what splendor there in those crystal realms oi^ per- 
fect solitude — how many hearts, think you, lie there, once beating 
with animation — what vast treasures for which men fight and mur- 
der each other — ^what horror and yet what magnificence !' 

* Ah ! Henry, at your old tricks again, dreaming !' 

' Aye, Mary, there are moments when every body dreams, even 
the dullest creature that crawls on the earth, and disgraces humanity 
by bearing the signet of it. Could you stand on the hills of our 
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bome aod see a storm come up, without feeling ; or bear the roar 
of a cataract, or gaze into the depths of a clear evening heaven, 
without being lifted by it ? No more can we in such a night as 
tbis, with every thing about us to call out and strengthen the natural 
romance of the heart, think to tie it down to these every day realn 
ties. It will rouse itself and be something else than mortal — the 
immortal within us will assert its superiority — the realities of things 
become vague and shadowy, and we seem an idea in the boundless 
universe ! It is in such moments that this shell of clay falls off — 
that we are nearer our true natures — that the gift of second sight 
seems ours — ^that we approximate towards the Deity, 

' And look into the very life of things.' 



< And what, Henry, do you esteem this — this presence, if I may 
so speak, which seems to fall on us, in such moments, purifying our 
vision?' 

* Tou err, Mary, you err — this is no presence falling on us, noth- 
ing which is extraneous to our natures. Without doubt, it is only m 
freedom granted to these same powers, those now within us, giving 
them nobler exercise. It is that action belonging to another stage 
of being, allowed in this for wiseL purposes ; the which we shdl 
never fully understand, till this clay drops off, and we are entered 

ODlt.' 

* And the thoughts, feelings, sympathies of that other state-— 
Hemry, what are they ?' 

< Without doubt, the same which are here, here in such moments as 
these, when the sublime and great in man are busy, though of course 

and enlarged. If we take these states, such as are strictly 
' we take that happiness of which these are the fountaiui 
and those feelings and sympathies of which these are the cause and 
active principle, how different, how degraded, how immeasurably 
beneath them is the common every-day happiness of the world I 
As there are no comparisons between the two, so are there no affini- 
ties whatever. The man truly and thoroughly an idealist, is a being 
no more in common with the rest of the world as respects his sour- 
ces of happiness, than the two most opposite things in nature. They 
are alike m thing, they differ in thought — ^they are alike in form, 
they differ in feeling — ^they resemble in element, they differ in com- 
bination. Yet the oeculiarities of tbis state of idealism — its plea- 
sures, sources, and ieelings, such as they are, and such as we feel at 
this moment— they are the immortal in man sometimes sent down 
from heaven, to give us a glimpse and an anticipation of the state 
wbich » to come.' 

'There is something strange in this succession of being, and 
soaiething to support the fanciful theory of a state previous to this.' 
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* Call it not fanciful, Mary, call not a philosophy, established by 
one of the proudest minds of antiquity, and subscribed to, with some 
modi&cations, by some of the greatest minds of each succeeding age, 
call it not fanciful. There b something more than poetry in the 
lines, 

' Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting : 
The sonl that rises with us, our life's star, 
Hath had eJsewhere its sitting, 
And Cometh from afar.' 
Not in entire forgetfalness, 
And not in utter nakedness, 
But trailing clouds of glory do we come 
From God who is our home — 

there is something in this which a sneer will not answer for. If the 
voice which comes into our souls in its still moments is the voice of 
truth, if the impressions that write themselves there in the solitude 
of undisturbed reason be the finger of the Almighty, the denial of 
which overturns every system of philosophy as well as this, then is 
an argument of tremendous force gathered from the concurrence of 
so many voices, the which to attempt to refute with nothing more 
important than a sneer, savors rather of imbecile assumption than 
the legitimate deductions of enlightened reason. What is this per- 
ception of beauty in the mind — this something which is not learned 
by study, but which is already there, and comparatively in a state 
01 perfection ? what is this but the dawning of a luminary whose oc- 
cultation was in another world ? as in the same way, according to 
reason and revelation, these faculties shall have a higher degree of 

f)erfection in the future world, than they have in this ? and as doubt- 
ess, that state shall be succeeded by another, and that by another, 
and that still by another in progressive series, till the soul is merged 
in the likeness of God himself?' 

'But you believe we shall remember this state in a future oner' 
said Mary. 
' Yes.' 
' And that, probably, in the succeeding.' 

* Yes.' 

* And so on to infinity ?' 
' Doubtless.' 

' Why then do we not, in this state, have some knowledge of a 
former one ?' 

* Because, it may be that this state is so infinitely above the pre- 
ceding, that all traces of it are lost. That state must have been 
lower, as the future shall be higher ; and such may have been the 
connection of matter and mind, if matter there was, that impressions 
writ themselves dimly, or not at all, on the memory. The fact that 
they are lost is nothing; for a child, a year old, cannot remember the 
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nx niODths previous. Yet the impressions were there ? Yes. 
bere are they ? Lost. But was it the less immortal ? 
lin, the former state may have been superior ; and if you de- 
existence of matter heretofore, it may be that the connection 
isting between a former unshackled active principle and mat- 
' clogged and crippled it. Here the impressions of things are 
nvise. But a comparison between these two states is illus- 
lot unaptly, by a reference to the two states, of extreme age, 
orous manhood. The imbecile, in his dotage, cannot remem- 
\ events of middle life, and yet that period was a vigorous 

more can the mind, now shackled and feeble, remember 
Klom of an antecedent being. 

mfess the last supposition the probable one, though breaking 
analogy of the series. But whether it is or not ; though the 
seem useless, and though we cannot fathom it ; yet, that the 
e variety in the development of character can be accounted 
Khication alone, is equally ridiculous. Before education be- 
aracter differed ; and there is no resolving the phenomenon, 
the doctrine of the idealist.' 
y, Henry, you're a Platonist !' 
II.' 

1 you'll be one, in love, next, will you not ?' 
; while there's a Mary Latimer, eh !' 

rere interrupted in this strange tete a tetc, by an incident 
oogb putting Plato and his doctrines to flight, and ourselves 
\ — ^which brings me to another chapter. 

CnAPTER IV. 

— ' pooto nox incubat atrn ; 
Intonaere poll, et crebris micat ignibus aither.' Virgil. 

It the reader has not forgotten the situation of the vessel, 
ran oflf to record the previous conversation. He will re- 
' that we were almost becalmed, tiiat the sun was setting, 
had just passed the Capes which I described, and that the 
was on deck, and his motions were matters with me of some 
Jon. Of course, I was not without suspicions all the while ; 
Boon enough had a reality to deal with of a more tangible 
Mr. 

ing over the tafferel as we were, and talking in a low tone, 
\ well calculated to be surprised as we raised our heads, and 
change which had come over the heavens. We were roused 
mptain's calling out in a sharp startling voice, 
ft, abaft there !' 

, aye, sir !' was the prompt answer. 
1 many points has she ?' 
36 and a half, sir.' 

I. 29 
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^ Give her another, you lubber — jam her into the wiod— quick!' 

' Into the wind it is, sir.' 

Let me describe the scene. The sky to windward bad entirely 
changed. Instead of the piles of soft rosy clouds last seen there, 
there was a long low bank of sky as black as night itself, above the 
level of which every now and then rolled up huge massy beads, 
folding and tumbling into each other, presenting to the eye the 
spectacle of a mountain of dense vapor struggling with a hurricane. 
The black mass continued to rise higher and higher, and was doubt* 
less approaching us rapidly, but there was not a sound from it as 
yet, nor had it a glimmer of light to tell what a demon was shrouded 
in it. Presently, I saw dart out from the rift of one of the largest 
piles, a stream of zigzag flame, lighting up the whole sky a moment, 
then seeming to descend and spend its force in the ocean, ibllowed 
after an interval of perhaps half a minute, by a low muttering sound 
which was absolutely frightful. Indeed, as that growl came boom- 
ing over the waters, I felt my hat rise and the blood about my heart 
thicken and pain me. That flash seemed the signal for a general 
discharge ; aud at that moment, the sky entered on one of those 
grand exhibitions sometimes seen at sea, when the clouds in the dis- 
tance seemed lit up for a jubilee. Every fold of that sky seemed 
charged with electricity. It darted from one to another, now with 
a dazzling stream of white light, and now with a pale violet green, 
lacing and interlacing themselves backwards and forwards over the 
folds, until the whole portion of the heavens was braided over with 
broad bands of Are, while the sound was like one continued roar of 
heavy artillery. 

Our ship itself, at this time, was absolutely becalmed. The saib, 
all that were out, viz. the jib, the square sail in the foretop, and the 
mizen, the last double reefed, hung loose in their places, and the 
vessel rolled and pitched in the successive troughs ot the sea, entire- 
ly at their mercy. 

' There it comes at last !' growl'd an old tar at my side, ^ and 
screaming like so many devils.' 

I looked, and in the direction, the sea was in perfect agitation* 
The thunder still continued, but we could hear the wind likewise. 
The waves were tossed up one over the other, white and red by 
turns ; and now and then their white tops seemed entirely cut off, 
and driven into the air. Whole sheets of water were thus taken 
up, and by the time the wind struck us, the sky was as white and 
feathery as before it was gloomy. 

Our skipper was a real Yankee, and was prepared for it, but we 
had more than we wanted. Extra stay braces had been run up to 
each of the sails — two men were stationed at the wheel, while he 
himself stood by the companion ladder, watching the event and 
sternly giving his orders. 

* Master coxswain !' roared the captain. 
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' Och ! fahy and what would your honor be wantin of Pat Flana« 
in ?' was the Irish answer. 

* Wont she bear a bit of that foresail in the place of the jib ? I 
Mur me the first cat-paw will loose her bolt rigging.' 

* Divil a bit, your honor, will ye be after wantin the foresail. The 
b, your honor, '11 blow us to the divil, by my shoul ! or I'm not the 
DO of my mither, darlint !' 

The wind struck us at the moment, and their voices were drowned 
I what followed. The ship bowed to the blast, like a wounded sea 
M dropped into the water and trying to rise again, and her lee 
lid arms almost dipped themselves into the ocean ; then gliding 
p hato the wind, she seemed to shake herself for action, actually 
Mpiog from one wave to another, and shaking off the thick foam 
lom ber bows in sheets of silver. 

Sad was it now for poor Jonathan, before mentioned. Hearing 
w roar of the tempest, he rushed up the gangway at the very mo- 
mt the boom swept the deck, which, striking him somewhere 
bout the shoulders, pitched him head over heels into the lee scup- 
eiSy where' b^ lay kicking and splattering and choking, like a shad 
1 diallow water. 

The wind lulled a moment, then came on with redoubled fury, 
nd then followed a scene indescribable. The second puff struck 
le vessel as it seemed to me, like a cannon shot, or another vessel 
unm'd against us, or as if we had grounded. The jib stay gave 
my instantly ; and, leaving that sail slack, of course it was torn to 
igs in a moment ; while the ship, having nothing now to keep her 
1^ fetchM full into the wind, bnnging her other sails of course into 
le worst possible nosition for their safety. And what was feared 
appen'd— the sail m the foretop, brought flat to the wind, gave viray 
ilh a crack like a pistol ; and, blown clean from the bolt ropes, it 
rent off into the dim night, like the spectral outline of one of Os- 
an's ghosts, careering on the tempest. Not so with the sail in the 
nsen-top— this was less fortunate. It was double reefed, and bra- 
od, and the canvass was fresh — she therefore held her own. But 
le spar to which she was fastened snapp'd short off at the cross- 
was like a pipe stem, and down came the whole on the deck like 
thunder clap. 

^ Ho! the waist there — jump, jump for your lives !' sounded from 
le forecastle. 

* Och ! your hon' — were the last words of the poor Irishman ; 
Vy striking the taught main chains to which he clung, their vibra- 
OBS bounded him overboard in an instant. Poor fellow ! his cries 
dg in my ears at this moment. He was a good swimmer, and as 
e rose on the top of the waves, he stretched both arms out to us 
ith the most heart piercing shrieks, which, as we parted from him 
urther and farther, rose absolutely in howls of deprecation. Pres- 
Qtly, a higher wave than the rest combed over him — one gurgling 
ifled cry, and he rose no more. 
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What happened next was of a different character. We could do 
longer keep the deck— of course we went below, and the gangways 
were locked. It was now so dark, we could see but little more than 
the length of the vessel ; but I remember the sky above as doubly 
black, and so very near us it seemed we could almost touch it ; and 
that tlie wind drove howling through the rigging like so many de- 
mons, whipping the remaining topmasts about like so many whip 
cords. 

We were below in the darkness some two or three hours, the 
cabin lamp nearly extinguished by the water dashing through the 
sky-light, each of us holding on to what we could get hold of, and 
waiting the worst. Some of the passengers shrieked, some swore, 
and some prayed. Here and there a face, little bolder than the 
rest, put on something like a smile of daring ; but it looked more 
like moon-shine on a tomb stone than any thing else — ^you could see 
the coward at heart. Some turned in ' all standing' as the sailors 
say, thinking themselves safest there ; and others lay about the floor, 
catciiing hold of chairs, tables, settees, and one thing and another, 
each as he could. For myself, I confess my fright, though app- 
rently collected. Mary lay on my breast, as fragile as a May 
flower broken by the tempest wind, and almost as lifeless. Cling- 
ing round my neck, myself in turn clasping one of the masts, which 
came through the deck, and stood as a pillar for the cabin, we lay in 
silence, listening to the stunning roar from above, and expecting 
every moment to bear the water burst over us^ and send us to the 
bottom. 

I shan't forget that moment. All the acts of my life came throng- 
ing into my brain, and I seemed to live them all over again. Then 
it was I realized something of that mysterious faculty of the mind, 
its power of retention ; and saw something of the manner in which 
a man shall be self-judged at the Judgment. I actually believe 1 
had more single and separate thoughts at that moment, than I have 
had in years since then ; and, smile as you may, Mr. Reader, I be- 
lieve I had truer repentance. 

At that moment there was a shock throughout the ship. 

' She^s filling!^ sounded from above. The voice seemed like 
the trump of the arch-angel. 

A cold cliill ran through me, and Mary's frame quivered like an 
aspen. 

* She's sinking ! /' sounded again. 

One wild awful shriek burst from us all — darkness gathered over 
my eyes — I heard the waters tumble into the cabin, like fiends 
which had been too long debarred from their prey — and there was 
a choking, stifling sensation at my heart, that* seemed bell itself. I 
shan't forget it. 

From such awful excitement, there's but a sliort step to the ludi- 
crous — we had it. 
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The lamp bad been lit at the moment of the shock, and shed a 
dim light as the ship lurched leeward, tumbling cots, tables, chairs, 
chests and passengers in a heap together ; and as the cry came «Ae'« 
sinking ! followed by the shrieks of the passengers, the little Chi- 
nese, heretofore mentioned, lay pinned to the lee lockers by a chest 
jammed against his middle, where he lay kicking and scrabbling like 
a huge horse fly stuck in a tar barrel, and crying out with a face as 
red as Lucifer, 

' Got dam ! — Got dam ! — Got dam !' — 

While at the same moment, the tall Jonathan leapt from his birth, 
and shouted out, 

* Where's my boots ? where's my boots ?' as if he could not think 
of going to the bottom without them. 

As luck would have it, the captain made his appearance at this 
moment, saying, ^ the storm was well nigh over.' 

The words toe had heard from the deck, it seemed^ had only re* 
f erred to the bending of a fresh sail. 

The effect was electrical. Every one of us, man, woman and 
child, burst into a laugh, almost as loud as was our former shriek ; 
while the little Chinese swore louder than before, and Jonathan went 
tumbling up the hatchway, muttering through his long nose, 

^ Well, I guess that are thing aint polite nor nothing, no how.' 

Poor Jonathan ! I pitied him ever afterwards, for he bore the 
name of Boots to the end of the voyage. 

I myself sought the deck soon after, and what a scene was before 
me. Could it be possible the loud storm had so lately been there ? 
could it be possible the black sky had been rolling and folding over 
us ? and that the lightning and thunder had been glimmering and 
surging from it, as if it embosomed all the demons of the universe ? 
Where had it gone, then ? 

The sky above me was as blue as the eve of beauty, and stainless 
as the robe of the cherubim. The wina was low and balmy as if 
breathed from isles of spice and cinnamon, and only sent to us on 
ministerings of mercy. The moon hung soft and glimmering in the 
far ether, and around her the stars were gathered and shining in 
lambent beauty, like so many guardian spirits of the world. The 
high topped and frothy waves were gone, and in their places lay 
dimpling in the moon-beams, such only as break on a summer shore, 
filling the green groves with harmony. Sweeping along in easy un- 
dulations, rather in sport as it seemed than otherwise, the light re- 
flected on their curling combs as they heaved to meet it, made them 
look like banks of topaz emerald and crystal moving by magic ; 
while the softened feeling, creeping through the heart of the be- 
holder, as this beauty lay before him, and he contrasted it with the 
scene an hour previous, and the low dashing sound they made came 
up into his ears, was well calculated to stir the heart, if beauty can 
do it, and give to it a pulsation and a power of joy, the memory of 
which is not soon to pass away. 
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I have, since then, seen lovely scenes ; I have admired the stteam 
the cataract and the ocean a thousand times, but have never been 
so lifted up by my feelings as at that moment, or felt with such full- 
force, the harmony there is, between the beautiful in nature, and that 
which is in the depths of the human soul. 

CHAPTER V. 

" They talk of love and pleasure — bat 'tis all 

A tale of falsehood — life is made of gloom/'— Peretvo^ 

Reader, this chapter has something darker in it than the last. 
The scenes just described for you, have rather led me off firom the 
darker picture ; and in living over, but in fancy, the three or four 
days I have described, I have forgotten myself, and wandered into 
something like happiness. 

O, when I look back at those days — and what I have told you 
occurred years since — when I think of the soft and sunny star which 
at that period seemed rising on my existence, when I think how that 
voyage, with its inconsiderable variableness, succeeded in charming 
me off into something like an Elysium of feeling, I could 'pray for 
the same hallucination to come over me again, even if it were to be 
interrupted by the same catastrophe, which tore me from all I loved, 
and threw me back into the universe of my own unfettered passions. 

They tell us of happiness in this world. Yes ! but it is the light- 
ning lacing and overlacing a thunder-cloud — ^lovely and destructive; 
for while we gaze at the beauty, a fire-bolt descends and scathes us. 

But let me go on. I shall tire you but a moment. Nothing oc- 
curred of importance after the events recorded in the last cbaptar, 
for two or three days ; until, late in the morning of the fburthy we 
found ourselves skimming lightly through the Bahamas, most of 
them so low as to look more like banks of fog than any thing else, 
till close upon them. The waters here were still, and blue, and 
beautiful; some of the shores looked white, as if thickly strown with 
sea shells; huge quantities of sea weed now and then obstructed our 
passage ; and the beautiful birds of the tropics came about the ship, 
circled our masts for a moment, and then slowly betook themselves 
away. But the wind was fair, and our vessel, being fully rigged 
again, we soon left the islands behind us. 

The next morning I was on deck before simrise— our position was 
much changed. We were off the jutting cape, on the east end of 
Cuba; and though we had no day-light as yet, by the faint glimmer 
of the moon as she dipped her horn in the ocean, I saw height after 
height of green and waving groves, rising one above another as reg- 
ularly as if laid down by the band of art, and this beautiful scene 
backed by high and broad precipices, making it more beautiful by 
contrast, while a low line of white foam was faintly perceptible 
along the softly winding and indented curvature of the shore. 
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Tbe East was soon one flood of glory. Far along from north to 
MMitb, and rising nearly a third of the way to the zenith, a broad 
ibeet of sapphire and gold hung down, and pinned as it seemed by 
a single star to the blue wall of heaven ; and, flashing all over its 
ample folds, were floating clouds of exceeding beauty, some of them 
mere spots, dark in the center, and fringed with tassels of silver and 
cbrysophrase, others more ample in their spreading draperies, and 
painted with all the colors of the rain-bow, while the bright and di- 
vergent shafts of light, streaming up from the yet unrisen sun, gave 
the scene such an imposing grandeur as I till then bad never wit- 
nessed. 

It will hardly be believed that man is cruel m these regions— yet 
be is more blood thirsty. The very blessings of tbe place have 
made him a devil — shut up his heart to mercy, torn from it every 
human sympathy, and steeped him to the lips in crime and murder. 

The wind shifting two or three points, the Captain found it ne- 
cessary to run in for the island. We had scarcely passed Cape 
Maize, when a light built felucca darted out from the shore, and 
bore down upon us. A pirate boat with a dozen men in her, is no 
(feasant companion at any time — but a craft like that, with thrice 
that number probably, was much less to be desired. That this was 
a pirate, we could not doubt, from the mode of his appearance, — 
and that she was full of men. we could now see by the light of tbe 
suo just breaking over the waters. Though some six or eight miles 
from us, by tbe help of his glass tbe Captain discovered she bad no 
heavy arms aboard, and as we had four smart carronades, we could 
not utterly despair. Every passenger was ordered on deck, the fe- 
males sent below — ^Mary excepted, whom I could not tear from my 
side, though I besought her with all the passion of an almost maa- 
dened heart — ^and the hatches fastened down. Pistols and cutlasses 
were given to each, the decks cleared, braces laid to the guns, and 
every thing prepared for action. 

For myself I bad no fear — a sort of daring joy took possession of 
me, and I felt as if I could have fought my way through a thou- 
sand. But Mary, she was the weight upon me. She would not 
leave me ; and I had to bear the consciousness, that one, dear to me 
as my life, was as likely to perish by the first shot, as the most reck- 
less and swearing villain of us all. Yet there was something in her 
eye as little like fear, as the passion I felt in my own bosom — a 
power was there, a high, and, I may say, a proud resolve to live or 
die with me, which made me think of Semiramis when she battled 
for Assyria. 

We bad tbe wind, and that was our advantage ; and it was our 
Captain's purpose, either to run the pirate down (for he was not 
half our bulk though trebling us in men) or cripple him at a dis- 
tance, and trust to chance and a good vessel to escape. He was 
coming up on our right, battling with the wind, and of course had 



232 THE LAST SHOT. 

to tack often — tbb was id our favor also. We were glidmg lightly 
uoder our jib aod square sails, aud these ginng us no trouble, we 
could strike him as we chose. The pirate either did Dot suspect 
our inteut, or he thought it too bold for us, for his course lay ngbt 
athwart our own, and be manifested do disposition to change it. 

He was now perhaps within three miles of us, and the Captain 
thinking our shot might reach him, the lee ports were opened, and 
a gun double shotted thrust out. The pirate tacked at the moment, 
as not liking it ; but his vessel not having the re^ubite speed, she 
did not pay off well, and, balancing a moment with hb masts in a 
line with us, he gave us the fairest chance to rake him. The gun 
at the moment was 6red, and as the smoke swept off, we saw the 
splinters dance up from the pirate's taflferel, as the shot bolted 
through it, and pitched into the very midst of the crew. 

< D Q him !' growled our Captain — ' give him another such, 

and we'll send them all to the devil !' 

The other gun was run out and fired, and sure enough, the pirate 
had enough of it. The felucca's foremast went over board like 
lightning. 

'Now we will meet the villains at their own game ! Here mate — 
drag those two starboard guns over here ! Some of you take these 
and reload, while we ply him again — he shall go to the bottom if I 
have to go with him— come, bustle !' 

Alas, why did we not take the moment and escape. I should 
have had a brighter story to— but let me proceed. 

The pirate had cleared his ship of the fallen mast — and, having 
turned about, with hb remaining one he was trying to escape. 

* Ah, ha, my fine fellow— d n ye ! but I'll teach ye how they 

do these things in old Maine, eh ! there, take that !' and off went 
another gun. 

The Captain was a splendid gunner, and in less than fifteen min- 
utes, the pirate lay unmanageable ; as fair a mark as one would wish 
of a holy-day, and into which with a roost murderous certainty, we 
pitched our shot one after another, till the cannon were so heated 
we could scarcely handle them. All this time the pirate was as lit- 
tle formidable as a cock-boat. Not a piece in him above a musket, 
he lay there like a beast caught in the toils, and could not return a 
blow. 

Our Captain was like a maniac. It seemed little less than down- 
right murder, to continue the work ; but his temper was up, and I 
doubt whether, even if the flag had been down, which, strange to 
say, was yet flying, whether he would have desisted. The pirate 
now got out his long boat, and tried to tow hb vessel ashore — I saw 
one of our shot strike it, and tear it and the poor wretches all to 

f>ieces. He had now nothing to do but lay still and bear it, and this 
le did, until he was evidently sinking. 
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Its put new life into our Captain — he ceased firing and ordered 
r sail set. The wind came on stiff at the moment, and, with 
peed of ten knot, we bore directly for the wreck. With her 

held by the Captain's own band, the Swan went over the 
8 Uke a bird, the waters roaring at ber bows, and behind her a 
track of foam. 

Icmd ready all !' shouted the Captain. ' Down — down every 
! look out for the shock ! !' 

that moment we struck the pirate right amid ship — the wreck 
d with a shock of thunder. A wild howl rose horribly to 
ni, and the sea went over them forever. 
\ the pirate vessel parted, a single shot was given us, and Mary 
reltering in blood upon my bosom. 

sader, these things happened years ago. I have been alone 
then — I can say no more. 

f CoUege, 



DURING A WAKEFUL NIGHT. 

Why wilt thou not, with leaden band, 
Weigh down my eyelids, gentle Sleep 1 
Two caps of coffee heat thy wand, 
Though that's by no means drinking deep. 

I've tossed about for six full hours, 
And have not slept a single wink ; 
Come crown my head with poppy flowers, 
You need not be so cross I think. 

For every night, except this one, 
You've duly sat upon my pillow ; 
Pray, tell roe Somnus what I've done, 
That I should wear the wreath of willow. 

Come now shake hands and let's be friends, 
I bear you no ill will I'm sure ; 
If I've done wrong I'll make amends, 
You cannot wish a heart that's truer. 

That's a fine fellow — now good night, 
My senses fast in slumbers lock, 
Don't wake me though by morning light, 
Do let me sleep till ten o'clock. 
TOt. II. 80 
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ON POETRY. 

Let us retire from tbe busy scenes of life, and enter yon temple 
dedicated to Poetry and the Muses, and excluding fixxn our minds 
the world and its anxieties, we will, for a few moments, devote our- 
selves to reflection on the birth and wanderings of Poesy. 

Poetry is tbe language of the heart — the impulses of Nature, at- 
tired in such a dress as to awaken a corresponding chord of sympa- 
thy in every bosom susceptible of emotion. Hence, 'tis Nature's 
voice, and whilst mankind existed in their pristine simpUcity— -ere 
the corruptions engendered by civilization and vice had turned each 
heart to adamant, poetry reigned supreme in every breast. In Pir- 
adise, where all nature bloomed and smiled far sweeter than tbe 
rose, we may believe the language of our 6rst parents was uttered in 
the spirit of poetry — not the poetry of art, fettered and bound down 
by certain rules of rhyme and rhythm — ^but that true poesy which 
consists in the spontaneous outburstings of the heart when it behdds 
all creation glowing with loveliness and eloquently proclaiming tbe 
goodness of the Creator*— when it sees the midnight heavens with 
its thousand worlds — the noon-day splendor of the sun — the boary 
mountains tipped with eternal frost — the violet wasting ^Mts fragrance 
on the desert air." These are the founts whence poesy flows— and 
this is the poetry of nature. Here then, amid the bowers of Para- 
dise, did she dwell with man, till guilt exiled him from hapfMness, 
and drove him a wanderer over the earth. The snows of many 
winters, the dews of many summers* had descended upon earth-— 
when lo ! wandering now by tbe Castalian fount, and now traversing 
the vale of Tempe and the ' tops of Parnassus — Poetry b beheld 
once more resuming her sceptre of peace and love over a people 
whom nature created exclusively her favorites. Greece ! hallowed 
land of song — endeared by a thousand fond associations to the hearts 
of all — land of heroes, philosophers, and poets— -amid thy fiivored 
haunts did poetry reside, and on thy children lavished ber fiivors 
with unsparing hand — alas ! how changed art thou, " quantum mu- 
tata ab ilia" — thy sacred places have become polluted by the foot 
of the profane — ^thy temples desecrated — thy cities in ruins — and 
even the shattered wrecks spared by Time's destructive band are 

?illaged daily by those who boast of civilization and refinement^ 
!*empe is but a name — Castalia a by-word ; alas ! ** thy glory has 
departed from thee." After the subjugation of Greece by Kome, 
and the '^ vanquished became teachers of the conquerors," poetry 
accompanied the romantic Greek and dwelt amid tne seven hills of 
the Eternal City, whence through the verses of Horace, Virgil, and 
many other votaries of her temple she proclaimed to the world her 



OK POETRY. 23S 

residence among men. l^e vallies of Mantua — the plains of Cre- 
mona—the hills of Rome, resounded with the merry laugh of the 
Muses, and the Graces tripped with lightsome step amid the groves 
of the Tiber. In process of time, Rome, the mistress of the world, 
crumbled to dust^the forum, whose porches once resounded with tlie 
eloquence of her statesmen and philosophers, became deserted and 
mned— the capitd was no more — Poetry cast ''a longing, lingering 
look" and fled. Time flies apace, and soon the triumph of war re- 
Kmnds throughout Europe, calling to arms each valiant knight, bid- 
ding him rescue from the infidel the sepulchre of Christ, and in the 
tilt and toumay to defend from all reproach his lady fair. Nought save 
the clarion's blast is now heard — the clang of steel — the rattling of 
armor ; courage alone is virtue — valor the pass-word to renown, and 
even to heaven. Among these marshaled hosts, on whose brows 
war bad stamped her impress, the spirit of poetry is revived by the 
troubadours, who sing the glorious achievements of the *^ lion-heart- 
ed** — ^the valor of Philip and Godfrey — the victories of the cham- 
[Nons of Christendom — the defeat of the followers of the Prophet — 
and now the praise of woman is re-echoed in each feudal castle — in 
each courtly hall. Wandering wherever chance directs, they enter 
every door and are at home in every mansion ; on them did poetry 
ihed her brighest laurels. Among the children of the east — amid 
the spicy groves of Araby, and in the luxurious court of AI Ras- 
ehid, she breathed forth m the voluptuous and tender amatories of 
Hafiz, the true spirit and romance of love. But mark yon '^ sea-girt 
Me/' whose navies triumphant ride the sea, whose banners float proud- 
ly in the air as victory hovers above, and herself the noble patron of 
literature and the arts — ^here has many a votive ^oflTering arisen, and 
from many a heart has burst forth the inspiration of Poesy. Behold 
t Chaueer^ who erected the first temple to the idol of his soul — a 
SjpenteTf who beheld the midnight gambols of the Fairies — a Mil- 
I011, who penetrated the dark abyss of space, and traversed heaven 
and earth and hades — a ShcJamearCj whose renown shall be coex- 
fensive vrith the universe — a J^ron, whose genius will never be sur- 
passed, and whose fervent mina burned with the true spirit of Poe- 
sy — a MoorCf whose writings are sweeter than the honey of Hy- 
mettus. But lo ! a star in the west, daily increasing in lustre and 
splendor, upon which the nations of the world gaze in astonishment 
aod admiration — 'tis the Genius of America, whither already Poetry 
has winged her way ; and e'en now a Percival, a Halleck, a Bryant, 
and a WilliSi are bright luminaries in her temple, whilst around re- 
volves many a bright star, shedding its genial influence. Let us 
never permit the fanes of Poesy to be neglected-^let us cherish her 
spirit wherever found — ^let the fire of inspiration, like the vestal 
flame, never languish, and the Eden of America will be the abiding 
place of Poesy. 'Tis true, there are no ruined castles, no time- 
nonored relics of the past, to recall fond associations of past ages ; 
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but the lodiao cabio, tbe Indian sepulchre, the Indian's wiODgSy shall 
be tbe tbeoie of many an unborn song. We have many a Wjo- 
mingy many a vale, many a fount, to awaken the slumbering, and re- 
lease from their icy cliains the fountains of feeling. Tbe sunny skies 
of the South, the ''snow capped" mounts of the North, tbe bunting 
grounds of the West, and the vine-clad hilb of the East, are themes 
to melt the coldest heart* Bright land of beauty ! thy sons shall 
honor, thy daughters shall cherish thee, and Poetry shall weafe 
around each spot of loveliness, a spell whose potency shall defy the 
rude breath of the world. Fain would we linger yet a while, bot 
time forbids we should longer descant upon tbe praises of Poesy. 

Pelham. 



ESSAYIST. 

No. I. 

" Brevis esse laboro." — BIfr, 

A LONG life, a long credit, and a long purse, are, no doubt, very 
desirable. But a long essay, a long speech, and a long sennon, ace 
generally severe taxes on patience. A long essay is long and flat ; 
a long speech, long and dry ; a long sermon, long and dull ; or to 
reduce the propositions to their lowest forms, a long essay is flat, a 
long speech is dry, a long sermon is dull. Length does not implj 
strength, and the hour hand is not an index of a man's genius* 

On the other hand, a short life, a short credit, and a purse that 
often '' falls short," are blessings we only wish for our enemies. But 
a short essay is generally short and pithy ; a short speech, short and 
admired ; a short sermon is short and to the point ; or, in other 
words, a short essay is pithy, a short speech is admired, a short ser- 
mon is to the point. 

'^ Brevity is the soul of wit," says one. '' Short and sweet," says 
another. Therefore an essayist should choose for bis motto, 

"Breris esse laboro/' 

Bryant's poetry. 

There are moods of mind when common circumstances produce 
an uncommon eflTect. The sailor may have crossed the ocean so 
often as to forget the number of his voyages, without once thinking 
of the abyss of waters over which he sails, that 

" Far down in the green and glassy brine," 

there is many a 

, — " coral grove, 

Where the parple mullet and goldfish rove," 
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and that huge monsters are sporting one above another, like birds 
in the air, for miles beneath him. All this may have escaped his 
thoughts, until a sleepless hour, or the calm consciousness that fol- 
lows a startling dream, has caused him to think almost to agony, of 
the single plank that separated him from the abyss. 

In another mood, every object in nature affords some mark of 
beauty. Familiar sights attract our attention and fix our gaze, from 
pleasing appearances which had before escaped our notice. In such 
a mood, even that from which we had once turned away in disgust, 
has destroyed our unpleasant associations, as if by a charm. We 
forget the loathsome form of the toad, that '^ ugly, venomous ani- 
mal," and gaze with admiration on the changing hues of the ''jewel 
in its head." The child who flies with the eagerness of fear from 
the serpent itself, is fascinated by the fatal splendors of its eye, 
when it shines from the bramble. The painter and the lover, though 
from different motives, catch some graceful position, some pleasing 
expression, and commit them to canvass, or the '' tablets of memory." 
Thus it is with Bryant ; as a painter, as a lover, as one completely 
fiiscinated by the charms of nature, he wanders amid her solitudes ; 
not only birds, but rivulets, and evening winds attend his summer 
walks with music. The delicate tinge of a flower delights his eye, 
but it waves on its stem, secure in his presence. The peculiar 
shade of a leaf turns aside his steps* Even a drop of dew, a flake 
of snow, or a crystal of frost, he aoes not deem unworthy his atten- 
tion. The " glazed and gleaming snow" of winter, the evening 
wind of summer, that '' rocks the little wood-bird in its nest," and 
'^ curls the still waters bright with stars," the " dropping foliage" 
ind " leaf-choked fountain" of autumn, all attest his intimate ac- 
(juaintance with nature, and his minute observation of her works. 

It has been observed by some old writer, '' that poesy is of so 
nibtile a spirit that in the pouring out of one language into another, 
it will evaporate." This may be true in relation to the translations 
of Italian sonnets and French quartrains, but Bryant is an excep- 
tion to a rule so general. He has not only retained all the fire and 
ipirit of the Spanish original, but has thrown around it a new charm, 
br his singularly felicitous expression, and the exquisite melody of 
bis versification. The Maeonian and Mantuan bards have ample 
sause to regret the loss of spirit from their works, in the '' pounng 
out" of the Greek and Latin language into English. But Villegas, 
Luis Ponce De Leon, Leonardo De Argensola, have reason to re- 
joice that their verses have taken flight to immortality on plumage 
Bur fairer than they originally possessed.* 

Jam Satis. 



♦ Does the writer consider Mr. Bryant so vastly superior to the mighty names 
to Spanish literature t— Eds. Mag. 
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" OUR MAGAZINE." 

Bi*«g», we are not given to perpetrating Terse. Pardon this present offense— 
gnilt is its own tormentor. We repent— we promise to reform. Hcwever, as the 
following lines, either ' by hook or by crook/ have got into oar hands, we even 
rentore to print them. No farther apologies — so here 



Since wine is all vetoed, and men may not drink it, 

And merry red hampers no longer are known, 
We'll drink, thoagh a whim the good people may think it. 

The health of oar friends in a mode of oar owa ; 
We'll drink to oar friends in a mode of oar own, 

Thoagh it may be a whim, or a numifest sin ; 
Well drink to oar friends for the spirit they've shown 

In regard to oar bantling, the Yale Magarine, 

So then, for snbscribers who pay in doe season, 

The richest hot coffee oar hamper shall crown ; 
Bat for those who neglect it without any reason, 

A laudam%m hamper oar sorrows to drown ; 
A laadannm hamper— of coffee another— 

A cnrse and a boon— which are never akin — 
So drink we to each, whether foeman or brother, 

As toaching oar bantling, the Yale Magazine. 

A vinegar hamper we drink to the critics. 

So snarlingly captions and crabbedly soar; 
A sndke-rooi decoction to mere anal3rtic8. 

Who nothing can relish bat rooU of a fewer t 
And a hamper of <^ to the Lexicon heroes, 

Whose deep veneration Greece only can win — 
So drink we to those who with hearts like a Nero's, 

Woold morder oar bantling, the Yale Magazine. 

And now for oar writers— we drink to the proaers 

The lUlest m,Ub-bumper$ that ever were poared— 
To wearisome, empty-brained essay-composers, 

The lae euininmm we freely afford ; 
Bat to men who by merit have gained approbation. 

The richest lac b%b%U/ttm empty we in— 
So drink we to these, for whate'er repatation 

They give to oar bantling, the Yale BCagazine. 

To sinners in rhyme — irriiahile genus— 

An aqueous hamper well drink, if yoa please- 
To those ever singing of Capid and Yenns, 
With water just heated one hundred degrees— 
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But to those who exhibit the true inspiration, 

With bnmper Byronic — his soda we mean — 
So toast we the rhymers, whatever be their station, 

Who sing for oor bantling, the Yale Magazine. 

Again, for the sighing and softpsentimental. 

Let waUr well tweekned go merrily round; 
Bm poets in prose, k la mode Oriental, 

For them milk and waier can only be foand. 
And lastly, the fow who their jewels ha?e thrown as 

We'd toast, were we able, like Eg]rpt's fair qneen, 
With a bumper of gems for the favor they've shown us, 

In aiding our bantling, the Yale Magazine. 

Nor would we negleet the unfortunate lovers. 

Incipient poets, philosophers, wits — 
The 'mighty rejected' who shine on our covers — 

That tomb of ambition, where Death ever sils— 
For these, in a gush of the purest compassion. 

Let bumpers leikean our sympathies win — 
So toast we the writers who scatter their trash on 

The robe of our bantling, the Yale Magazine. 



THE EDITORS TO THE READER. 

When the project of publishing audher magazine was first started, its 
most enthusiastic supporters by no means felt assured that they were not 
about to add one more to the list of shortrlived periodicals, which the his- 
tory of our college exhibits, while many and ' firosty-^brited knaves' fore- 
toldy and while foretelling wished, its speedy termination. 

More than * a year and a day' has elapsed, reader, since we penned our 
initial address — twelve numbers of " The Yale Literary Magazine" have 
seen the light of your countenance— -our promise is redeemed — your 
doubts and misgivings, if ever you harbored any, are resolved — and we 
might roll ourselves into an abstraction, into an ' IKumfidi,' without an- 
other word between us. 

But we take an interest in this child of many fathers, to which we have 
so kmg stood sponsors, whose honor we have preferred to our own ease, 
and for whose noiurishment we have not scrupled to ransack each nook ^ 
and comer of this literary realm ; and now that, in the order of things, we 
are to be thrust from our seats, by those who are for the coming year, to 
be to you, and to our proteg6, in our stead, who shall blame us if we oflcr 
a word of parting to you, of counsel to them, of minj^lcd gratulatiou and 
regret, in respect of ourselves. 
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The office of the ' Editors' is no iinecurt. How much soever matter 
contributors may furnii^h, and however few pages they may reserve fiv 
themselves, still upon their energy and thdr devotion to its interests, ths 
tone and spirit of the Magazine will mainly depend. Relying upon SD 
Ackle, procrastinating, irresponsible a set of beings, as students proverbi- 
ally are, exigencies are constantly occurring, which they must be abh 
promptly to meet. Add to this the labors of revision, the annoyances of 
complaining contributors and subscribers, the vexations of the press, and 
the interruption of private occupations, and the life of an editor is not all 
' a gilded show.' 

The apathy and indolence of many of tliosc who are best able to render . i 
the pages of the Magazine entertaining and useful, and the persecutions \ 
of those who have none of these gifts, are two things most trying to an ed- j 
itor's temper. To incite the former witliout sacrificing his own indepen- j 
dence, and to curb the luxuriance of the latter, \nthout giving oflense, : 
in this consists all art. — Hie labor est, hoc opus. j 

Our opinion of the advantages resulting to tlic institution from such a . | 
publication, has undergone no change. So long as its proper scope and 
province arc well observed — so long as it is sustained with unanimity and j 
vigor, it will be an honor and a service to our community — ^but should it ' < 
ever be allowed to transgress the modesty, which our years and station en- ' 
join, should its management ever be made an object of party strife, should \ 
it begin to languisti, or vibrate from energy to depression, its beauty and | 
utility are at once destroyed. I 

That our successors may meet with the same kindness and fi>rbear^ i 
ancc, from within and without, which have ever been shown to us ; that A 
they may learn from our errors and our shortcomings, what is suitable and * 
necessary to the discharge of their duties; and that the class which gate • 
them their authority, may as fully and unanimously sustain them in its ex- 
ercise, as ours has done with us, is our earnest wish. 

To contributors, pleased or disappointed — to critics, severe or indul- j 
gent — to readers, cynical or good natured — \ 

Wc tender a res])ectful farewell. 

E. O. Carter, ") 

F. A. CoE, I Editors from 
W. M. EvARTs, > tl)c Class of ■ 
C. S. LvMAN, I 1837. I 

W. S. Sc.lRUOROUOH, J j 

Yale Cvil'j^c, Aj»rU 2*J, 1637. ! 
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THE EDITORS TO THE READERS. 
Fkllow Students, — 

A SECOND year has closed upon us since tiie establishment of 
this Magazine. How well during that period it has been sustained, 
and bow ably the editors have contributed to its success, you your* 
selves can best decide, and it remains for you also to determine 
what shall be its future ciiaracter ; whether, like other and similar 
productions, it shall pass away and be forgotten, or whether it shall 
OODtinue, as it has been, a vehicle for the display of that taste and 
literary talent which so generally pervades our College halls. 

To question your liberality, after you have afforded so cheerful 
«i exhibition of it for the last two years, or to doubt its permanence, 
ncyw that the Magazine has passed into different hands, would be to 
evince suspicions insulting to your feelings and injurious to your 
character — insulting, for your previous generosity would give them 
the lie, and injurious, for they would argue an inconstancy of feeling 
which, in this matter certainly, you have never been chained with. 
The steady and constant support of our friends we therefore reason- 
ibljr anticipate, not only because it has been most freely extended 
to our predecessors, but because the honor of the class and of the 
College is involved in its continuance. Lict us not hereafter be re- 
proached with an inability to sustain a Magazine — a Magazine of 
oar own too— for a longer period than two short years. Liet us not 
idly abandon so important, so useful a branch of College privileges 
—Jet us not, now, when our bark is on the open sea, with a fresh 
breeze astern, and a clear course ahead, fall asleep on our watch, 
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and suffer the good ship to swim lazily by the shore, or to lie 
wrecked and stranded, high and dry, on the beach — but rather 
let us trim ship, and each use his best endeavors to secure for the 
^^ craft" a reputation as a good sailer and a stout sea-boat. True 
she has lately changed commanders, and it may be that the new 
ones have not the same skill, as they assuredly have not the same 
experience, with the old ; but zeal in the fulfilment of their duty, and 
above all an honest confidence in their crew, will speedily enaUe 
them to supply any deficiencies. 

Let this Magazine go down, and for years you have seen the last 
of Yale College periodicals — sustain it through the early portion of 
its existence, and it will gather strength by age, and ripen into that 
maturity of which it has already given such brilliant promise. Sus- 
tain it, and the time may come when the ambitious hopes of those 
who established it will be realized ; when it may number in the list 
of its contributors the great and good whom our Alma Mater shall 
have sent out through the land, and may become in place of an 
bumble College Magazine, an organ of taste for the continent ! But 
to leave fancy for reality. 

The Editors of the Magazine for the ensuing year, while deeply 
sensible of the honor which their classmates have conferred upon 
them by their election, cannot but feel that they have been assigned 
a duty whose discharge is most arduous and most delicate. To 
escape the imputation of partiality or prejudice, is an immuniqr 
iix>m censure which we can scarcely hope to enjoy ; while we are 
assured that to enable the Magazine to preserve its reputation, and 
at the same time to answer your expectations, we must sacrifice to 
its improvement much of our time and attention. But any such 
sacrifice we are ready to make, relying confidently upon the good 
feeling of the class, to interpret our actions in the most iavorable 
manner. Thanks to the generous efforts of our predecessors, we 
have to tread no untrodden path, to explore no literary desert, but 
enlightened by their experience, and warned by their errors, we 
have the opportunity, if not the power, to render the Magazine aa 
ornament to College, and an advantage to its members* With tbt 
hope that under our guidance it may become both, we are, fellow 
Students, respectfully, 

YOUB EoiTORt. 
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ANCIENT AND MODERN REPUBLICS. 

It 18 very generally admitted that the universal triumph or pros* 
Irmtion of republican principles will attend upon the success or failure 
of our political experiment. It is the duty, therefore, of every citi- 
■en, but more especially of those, who by their education are fitted 
to exert an extensive influence over their fellow men, to become 
felly acquainted, not only with our own history, but also with that 
of former free governments, and thus be enabled to meet the des- 
ponding republican with words of encouragement, and the taunting 
aristocrat with a confident reply. 

When we open the pages of history, the appalling fact is presented 
to us, that the republics of former ages have existed for a short time 
among the nations of the earth, and then sunk into anarchy and des- 
potism. The enemies of freedom thence derive encouragement to 
persevere in their measures of tyranny and oppression, and coufi- 
dently boast that our government will not survive for a century. It 
becomes an interesting and vastly important subject of inquiry, 
whether our situation is such that the same causes which produced 
ibeir ruin, will produce ours, or, in other words, whether free gov- 
emments are adapted to the wants and capacities of mankind. 

It is our purpose to show, in this and a few following papers, that 
diere is no such similarity between the republics of former ages and 
our own, as that we must necessarily be involved in the same final 
nua, but that, on the contrary, the causes which produced their 
overthrow do not, and cannot exist amongst us. 

Experience teaches us that with nations, as well as with individo- 
eti, their origin is a powerful cause of good or evil. No one will 
lleny that in the case of an individual, the habits of thinking and 
■eting first formed are those which afterwards mould the character 
iod direct the destiny ; and when we consider that a nation is but a 
CXMnmunity of individuals, and its action the aggreg;pte of the action 
of the several parts, it is evident that it will be governed by the 
sme general laws. In presenting the origin of ancient and modem 
lopablics, it would be a task equally thankless and unnecessary, to 
describe minutely the manner in which each of them was ushered 
into being, since their general history is so well known that a single 
pioposition will suffice. 

The Ancient Republics all sprung from the ruins of monarchies, 
iDore or less absolute, destroyed by some sudden outbreak of popu- 
lar violence. It is true indeed, that, since monarchical governments 
became at an early day universal, more or less force has been em- 
[doyed by every people who have obtained for tberosalvei the bles^ 
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iogs of freedom, yet other circumstances have materially afiected the 
character and destiny of free governments thus secured. In some 
countries the people have been so long subjected to the dominion of 
a despoti that their powers of mind have been enfeebled, as well as 
debased ; and nothing but excessive physical suffering has been suf- 
ficient to arouse them to manly action. This was the situation of 
those who founded the republics of antiquity. Receiving the chains 
of slaverv as their paternal inheritance, they were the passive instni- 
ments of arbitrary power while its requisitions were sufferable ; and 
it was only when their physical natures could endure no more, that 
they arose in their might, and rebuked their oppressors. Manjr 
were the deeds of heroic bravery which they performed, and nobljr 
did they endure privations for the common cause. Subsequent ages 
have held them in high respect, I had almost said veneration, and 
their exploits have been the theme of every poet and historian, of 
every orator and statesman. While we would not seek to divest 
them of any well earned renown, truth requires that they should be 
regarded rather as brave soldiers, than wise, intelligent legislators — 
as having great bodily rather than mental powers. Possessing an 
indomitable love of liberty, and a most bitter hatred of tyranny and 
tyrants, they resolved to rule themselves, without considering the 
qualifications required for this high office. Their ideas of liberty 
were either vague or erroneous. Order and subjection to law thejr 
could not brook, inasmuch as thereby their natural libeiay was di- 
minished, and it was only by dear-bought experience that they 
learned that some of this natural personal liberty must be given up, 
in order that the remainder, and the great ends of civil society, 
might be secured. Under such circumstances, and by such men, 
those governments were founded, and their melancholy experience 
proved the incapacity of their founders. It is true, indeed, that in 
many respects the regulations adopted by their lawgivers were such 
as have secured the admiration of subsequent legislators, yet history 
informs us that even these apparently faultless laws were not adapted 
to the people and to the times. 

But a slight acquaintance with the laws which regulate the human 
mind, would teach us the difficulties, nay, almost the impossibilities, 
attending the formation of a free government for a community which 
had ever been enslaved, both politically and mentally, for m people 
entirely unacquainted with the responsibilities and duties resulting 
fix>m civil society. 

We turn with pleasure to the contemplation of our own origin, 
and here, as in the case of ancient republics, it is necessary for us 
to inquire into the condition and habits of the people before their 
adoption of a free government, if we would understand the influ* 
ences which operated in the formation of our national character. 
The ancestors of those who framed our government, had for ages 
disiioguisbed for their enterprise, and fearlessness of danger, 
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tnd ibo for the firmness and wisdom which they displayed in main- 
laining the principles of liberty against tyrants, and tyrants' slaves. 
The oppressions and exactions heaped upon them, rather in- 
than damped their natural ardor. Voluntary exiles from all 
the pleasures and comforts of civilized life, in order that they might 
aojoy civil and religious liberty, they were ready to brave ^^ perib 
by land, and perils by sea," to secure their rights. 

A savage foe, and the ravages of disease and famine, did indeed 
oompel them to receive the ' protection' of their parent country, but 
k was only while protection was afforded, that they patiently eo- 
dored the control of others. When the heavy hand of the tyrant 
was felt, stripping them of property, and of essential rights and privi- 
leges, they spoke in a language bold, but firm, which carried terror 
to the friends of tyranny. Our forefathers were called, it is true, 
to endure the yoke of the oppressor, but it was not until they had 
experienced the value of liberty, and learned the duties of freemen. 
Tbey were compelled to destroy a tyranny, odious in its forms, bat 
H was of foreign extraction. No arbitrary master arising from their 
werv midst, had swayed the scepter of unlimited power; no long es- 
tablished habits of subjection, had encircled them in their destructive 
folds. The spirit of freedom, ever alive in their breasts, awaited 
only a fit opportunity to display itself in all its strength. This op- 
portunity was soou ofiered, and our revolutionary struggle furnished 
ft field for the display of all the nobler qualities of human natare, 
which was neither neglected, or dishonorably improved. Much as 
bfts been said in praise of those who fought the battles, and matared 
the counsels of that eventful period, much more remains to be said, 
before they will receive their due reward. The wisdom and skill 
with whk^h our country was led through the dark periods of that strug- 
gle, form a striking contrast with the folly and rashness of the found- 
ers of former republics ; form an indisputable proof of the superior 
ftdvantages which attended our origin. 

The trials and dangers of a revolution being passed, a yet more 
important labor remained to be performed, one which was to render 
ell preceding toil useless, or a source of innumerable blessings to 
the whole people. A constitution was to be framed, a form of gov- 
ernment adopted. We are disposed at the present day, to under> 
lete this arduous task. Enjoying the full blessings which an admi- 
lebly arranged government secures, we are prone to forget the anx- 
ious watchings, and labors, by which it was established. When we 
reflect upon the peculiar character of our people, then just emerged 
from a tedious war ; upon the situation of the country, divided into 
thirteen parts, and extending through many degrees of latitude ; up- 
on the fate of former free governments, and the dangers attending a 
new political experiment, we can form some faint conception of the 
feelings of the patriots who undertook to frame our coostitatioD. 
Wanml by the history of the past of the dangers attendant «poQ 
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irresponsible power, they wisely adopted checks and balances k 
every department of government ; they formed a constitution whidi 
elicited the most unbounded admiration and praise from everv Ineod 
of the human race, and which will secure the gratitude of aU fatsn 
ages. They did not, like as the lawgivers of ancient times, iodolgs 
in idle abstractions, or in vain speculations, but as wise and intell^ 
gent men, they availed themselves of the lights of experience, aad 
sought to adapt the government to the condition of those for whom 
it was designed. If, then, wisdom and experience, rather than ioDy 
and inexperience, are the necessary qualiBcations of a legislator, and 
if the plans devised under the direction of the former, will more 
probably secure lasting peace and prosperity to the governed, our 
fathers were justifiable, notwithstanding the fearful examples of far- 
mer republics, in anticipating that the government which tbey bad 
framed, would transmit the blessings of liberty to their late posterity. 

A result no less satisfactory will be obtained, if we contrast the 
moral characters of the founders of ancient and modem republics. 
The mists of ignorance and of superstition obscured the vision, and 
darkened the minds of the former, while the latter were enioyiog 
the vivifying influence of intelligence and of the christian religioD. 
In the breasts of the one, the kindlier feelings which link together 
die human species, and form the only firm bond of civil society, 
were dormant, while their opposites raged with unrestrained fory. 
The Pilgrims and their descendants, fondly cherished the finer feel- 
ings of our nature, and their influence is seen in the fraternal aflbo- 
tion, which so nobly characterized them in all the trials and oppres- 
sions which they endured. Force could not sever, corruption could 
not destroy, a compact made under the influence of such fedings. 
It may not be proper for this people " to refer their origin iramedi> 
ately to the gods,'^ but it is their privilege to boast of a nobler origin 
than ever before fell to the lot of any nation. 

Our geographical position forms another, and a striking feature, 
in the contrast between ancient republics and our own. That ** an 
individual is known by the company which he keeps," is a trite bat 
true maxim, and it is equally true that the character of a nation is 
more or less affected by those with which it is surrounded. The 
republics of former ages, have ever been enclosed on all sides, by 
governments whose peace, whose very existence, depended upon 
their overthrow. All the arts which ingenuity could devise or power 
execute were employed to secure a result so necessary. The his- 
tory of those periods in which republics have existed, is little rooie 
than a continued account of the wars carried on between tbem and 
their neighbors. Sometimes, it is true, the aggression was on the 
part of the free governments, but far more frequently their aiistc^ 
eratic neighbors are found united in an unholy league against repul^ 
lican principles. By many, these struggles nave been regarded as 
ftvorabte to the perpetuity of free governments, since tbey kept 
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iliva an active peraonal interest in the public affairs ; but a slight 
•oorideration of the nature of republics would have led to a far dif« 
ferent conclusion. Monarchical, or even aristocratical governments, 
gMiy safely extend their dominions by conquest, because the practice 
of arms is congenial to their institutions, but nothing is more fatal to 
ft republic, than a frequent necessity of defending even its rights 
by the sword. It is necessary indeed, in the present condition of 
tbe world, that every nation should be prepared against sudden 
attacks, and to maintain its honor and rights ; but the unhesitating 
subjection to command, required in a conquering army, and the long 
established reverence for the commander, approaching almost to 
ftwe, which dwells in the breast of every veteran, cannot consist 
untb the liberal views, and the freedom enjoyed by the citizen of a 
republic. Moreover, that patriotism, which is excited only by the 
dangers of war, is of a very questionable character. It may stand 
tbe test in the day of battle, while the excitement can be kept up, 
bot unless it is sustained by other and nobler motives than fear, it 
will pass away, and when, amid tbe peace and quiet of a well regu- 
lated community, it is sought to be revived, all efforts will prove 
powerless. 

Tbe Romans and Grecians were, indeed, renowned for their mili- 
tary prowess, but it was only while the people retained the character 
ftod feelings of soldiers, not those of citizens ; and the influence of 
tbeir victories, and of their martial spirit, cannot but be discovered 
bj the careful observer, as very early sapping the foundations of 
tbeir liberties. A spirit of insubordination on the part of the citizen 
soldiery, not unfrequently brought those nations, even in the height 
of tbeir prosperity, to the veir brink of ruin. The introduction of 
fiMreign habits and customs, oi foreign modes of thinking as well as 
acting, resulted from the subjugation of other countries, and secured 
tbe ruin which foreign arms could not effect. 

Our country may be said to have an isolated position, with respect 
to the rest of the world, since the nations which are our neighbors, 
are not calculated either by their education, habits, or power, to 
exert much influence upon us. Causes of war may arise between 
us and transatlantic nations, but there is little probability that any 
large oortion of our population, will ever thus become contaminated 
mdn ioreign vices or habits. Indeed, we can reasonably anticipate, 
tbat tbe more general dissemination of the peaceful principles of the 
Gospel, and the rapidly increasing aversion to war, together with 
tbe wise policy of our government, to dispense justice and act with 
OKideration towards all, will soon entirely exterminate it, or at least 
greatly modify its evils. 

The corrupting influence of foreign gold, so ruinously felt by an- 
dent republics, can scarcely be experienced here. When a suc- 
ossifiil i^neral is in command of victorious soldiers, who are bis 
wiUing instruments, bribery may secure the subjugation of the un* 
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armed populace, but when do such armv exists, when the greit 
mass ot the people must first be corrupted hefoie the object can be 
gained, there is little encouragement to make the attempt. 

Thus our geographical position protects us from the dangen 
which beset former republics ; yet the situation of the monarchies 
of Europe at the present time, shows conclusively that our influence 
b in no measure diminished thereby, but that all nations deriving 
encouragement from our example will soon secure for themselTCS 
the inestimable blessings of a free government. 
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A VOICE was on the breeze. No mortal toogne 
Was speaking ; e'en oatstripping light itself, 
Down thro' space interminable it came. 
From off His throne on which Omnipotent 
He sits th' Eternal bid His angel bear 
An answer to my prayer. For I had asked 
Permit ofGkxl, the feelings, thoughts and forms 
Of others to assume. My prayer was heard. 
The deep-ton 'd sound was from the angel's lips 
Speaking the words of Heaven ; the language sach 
As once on Sinai attered — ' The power be thine.* 

* * * At will I changed my form, 
And I was on the foaming billows tost 
A careless sailor boy. The sea-nymphs rock'd 
The cradle at my birth ; the winter storm 
My natal hymn had sung ; — the ocean-spray, 
Flung by the wind-god's hand, had christen'd me. 
Joyous was I ; for care, that wrinkled hag, 
My path had never cross'd. As blithe as bird 
Upon the wing I ever danced and sung, 

Blow ye winds ! blow ye winds — speed as on merrily, 

SweU out ye breezes our snowy white sails ; 
'Neath our bow curl the foam, dash it up full of glee; — 

Kiss me yet once again water-bom gales. 

I am a rorer ! my home is the ocean ; 

My heart is all merriment, laughter and joy; 
Blue sea ! I love thee, yes e'en to devotion. 

Thou best of all friends to the young sailor-boy. 

* Th0 poem from which ibis fragment ta taken, was orifinally deihrerad before one of the 
Werary aoctaHea. 
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Tho' the hoarae thanders roar— lightnings blaze oQt around— 

Angry waves leap ap to smite the black sky ; 
Yet our true noble bark safely shall onward bound, 

Thander and lightning and tempest defy. 

OA have I witnes8*d, in coral-gem'd dresses 
The water-nymphs rise from their crystalline caves, 

Shaking the sparkling drops off from their tresses, 
And dancing in merry rings over the waves. 

I love to look oat and see the wild hnrricane, 

Riding bis tempest-horse, boand o'er the sea ; 
Dash 'neath the mountain wave— onward then leap again, 

Roaring and shrieking, — 'tis beaaty to me. 

Light is my heart a.s sunny rsjrs glancing 

Over the waters in beaaty and joy ; 
Thas may I ever live, whistling and dancing. 

And singing ' Huzza i for the young sailor-boy,* 

'Twas thus, a sea-bird, o'er the waves of time 
I flew restraining thought to present hour. 
Years past; — all seasons found me on the deep, 
'Till 1 was king upon my floating throne. 
But oh how sadly c!iang*d, the sea — the clouds — 
The winds; for fancy weaned in its .^port 
Was faH'n asleep,— experienc'd troth had seiz'd 
The pen and drawn dark lines effacing all 
The beauty. Joy's bright bubble, flung by sporl 
Upon the stream of life and irisM o'er 
With thousand lovely hues, had burst, behind 
No rainbow leaving. Blacken'd clouds of woe 
Obscur'd the sailor-boy's declining sun ; 
'Till storm on storm his sailless bark unhelm'd, 
And dashed it stranded on the rocks of death. 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦ And next I chose 
To be a poet. Suddenly the fire 
Of faney wrapt this world, remod'ling it. 
All nature seem'd alive ! Ten thousand tongues 
Were bursting on my ear in choral song. 
Imagination woke and eaught her harp 
To revel with the songsters. All was joy f 
The earth was written o'er in characters 
Of love by all save me unseen. Within 
This world I saw another fill'd with fays, 
Mosi perfect in their forms and beaatiful. 
Like particles of light. The evening sky 
Seem'd busied o'er with starry sentinels 
Treading their nightly rounds and keeping guard 
O'er man, while sleep with perfun'd wing had flown 
Below to draw the veil of silence o'er 
A slumbering world. Creative power was mine ! 

TGI*. II* ^ 
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All things I roVd at will. Moant npon monnt 

I piled ; then calling from bis northern home 

The giant-storm, woald bid him lash the sem 

To madness, that its wares might dash high vp 

The mighty pile, while I would lave my brow 

Amid the sparkling foam. 'Tween earth and heaven 

The frowning precipice Td hang, — then grasp 

A thander-bolt and boil it 'gainst the rock 

To bear it groan. The noon I wrapt in night. 

And strew'd the summer fields with snow. Td seize 

An ocean wave, then chase the lightning's steed 

From cload to clond 'till I had conqoer'd iL 

Or I would dip my pen in truth and sketch 

The secrets of the soul, until my lines 

Were living things; or else of life I'd sing. 

With words that fell like rills from mountain heights. 

Dancing merrily down their sides. Of love 

I sung, — and woman snatch'd the song yet warm 

To waible such a strain, that eye and lip 

And cheek with beauty glow'd ; despair itself 

Woald smile, while poverty, disease and woe, 

Forgetting all their pains, the chorus join'd. 

And yet — but stop ! The muse forbids to tell 

The sorrows of my soul : suffice it thus; 

My cup was deeply drugg'd with misery j — 

I knew it not 'till I the nectar quaff'd 

That sparkled temptingly around the brim; — 

Deceitful cup ! below the poison lay. 

Imagination colored life. My dream 

Was past ; unreal, unsubstantial all, 

Eluding every grasp. But this the worst ; — 

Ingratitude upon the brows of men 

Was deeply stampt, nor cover'd o'er with smiles; 

For I, the noblest one of earth, a king 

Amid his slaves, disdain'd was forc'd to bend 

A beggar's knee for bread. 

The angel spoke 1 
My power of change was gone. Oh Truth, how hard 
It is to mine thy gems from time's deep quarry, 
Or find thy pearls beneath the restless waves 
Of life. Man never lays his childish thoughts 
Aside, — from boyhood to old age the chase 
Is still the same. The future hours, ere yet 
Compell'd by time they one by one uprise 
From shapeless mass to form the present day, 
Like phantoms shadowy and formless flit 
Before the mind and woo its love. Whate'er 
The heart desires they bid it coll from out 
Their endless stores. The soul rejoicing makes 
Its choice and springs to grasp the prize ; — the saa 
Of truth darts forth its rays, and man awakes 
To find His all a dream. 
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" Oh Trim, Trim ! would to heavea thou badst a better historian! — would U17 
Lisioriaa had a better pair of breeches ! Oh, ye critics ! will nothing melt yoa t" 

TVistram Skand^f, 

"Black spirits and whitty 

Red spirits and gray, 

Mingle, mingle, mingle. 

You that mingle may.^ 

Macbeth, 

Reader, hast ever had a piece of thioe own published in the 
Yale Magazine ? By ' thine own' 1 mean such an one that, go the 
whole college over, and thou wouldst scarcely find one willing to 
bear the honors of its authorship. Hast ever had such a piece en* 
shrined within these pages ? No ? Then, dear sir, let me assure 
thee upon the honor of a gentleman, thou hast never known what 
it is to share in true glory. 

Neither doubt, I pray thee, my ability to thus strongly qualify this 
assertion of mine. An' I be no gentleman, I pray heaven I* may 
forthwith be disposed of as — may best suit providence. 'Tis true^ 
1 sport no two inches of sole leather for the establishment of any 
such claim, as also for the elevation of my corporeal parts in general, 
and discomfiture of pedal extremities in particular, and moreover I 
cannot, or at least others will not, close an eye to the melancholy 
iiict, that my habiliments are of a most execrably coarse texture, 
though as yet, thank heaven, disfi<j^ured by no villainous patches-— 
all this, alas, is but too true, yet still, kind reader, strange as it may 
appear, still I am wont to solace my weary honors with an idea of 
my gentility. And too, I entreat of thee, stay not now to cavil at 
and dispute my claims, but for once suffer a poor author to cherish 
one of bis few ideas, unmolested and in peace. Poor fellow ! he 
has a hard time of it, even at the easiest — take not then, I pray 
thee, from his small store. 

Imagine for a moment, thyself in his place — fearful chasms exist- 
ing in thy once gay beaver, the shelterer of thy intellec^ from many 
a Wintry blast — thy raiment fast losing its glossy brightness, and thy 
only boots yawning at intervals — imagine moreover, sundry small 
suspicious looking papers lying at full length upon thy table, which, 
ever and anon, as thou turnest that way, impertinently remind thee 
that thou art 

To , Steward of Yale College^ Dr. 

For 12 weeks hoard in Commons, at ^.25 per week ; 
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as also that thou art indebted to Mrs. Laundress, 

For ikt washing of one ikirl and bosom^ {aUernately^) for the past 12 wetki ; 

said interesting papers, perfect in all respects, as thou, after acme 
half dozen critical inspections, instigated by the forlorn hope of dis- 
covering an overcharge, canst well testify, and wanting only '' the 
magic of a name" — imagine thyself thus unhappily situated, let it 
be a blustering wintry night, and as the last scoop-full of coal that 
thou couldst borrow in thine entry, blazes up, and difiiises for a 
short — ah ! but too short a time, a genial warmth throughout thy 
damp and chilly room, extend thy limbs to their utmost length, and, 
while a yawn of languor and delight comes straggling forth, imagine 
thyself a gentleman, and tell me then, would not the malisons roll 
thick and fast from off thy tongue, on him who should, in pity of thy 
ignorance, undertake to weaken thy faith on this point ? Of a verity 
it seemeth so to me. Thou wouldst feel an inward loathing to- 
wards such an unseasonable stickler for the truth — a feeling that 
would prompt thee at once to eject him from the pale of thy acquain- 
tance, and leave him to lose himself in his own fancied superiority. 
But pass we on. 

Here, dear reader, suffer me to insert a word or two as regards 
these lucubrations of mine. '^ Digressions are the sunshine — they 
are the life, the soul of reading," says one, whom 1 will insok no 
one by naming. Now, if thou canst not subscribe to this, or if tlKMi 
expectest me to maintain either a uniform motion or one yclept rec- 
tilinear, 1 would inform thee, that thou and I must soon part com- 
pany, for thou wilt see me ever and anon diverging from my path, 
impelled by nothing save my own wayward fancy, which not even a 
dread of thy displeasure, nor an exceedingly slight acquaintance 
with Conies, that universal disciplinarian, has as yet been able to re- 
strain within proper bounds. Be not offended at these vagaries of 
mine, but condescend to keep me company, as I amble thus slowly 
along. But " to return," as Davy Crockett would say, ** to the 
hole whence I went in." 

Hast ever, unbeknown to thy friends, had a piece of thine pub- 
lished in the Yale Literary Magazine, and hast ever mingled with a 
knot of thy fellow students who were engaged in discussing its mer- 
its, and establishing its genealogy ? Oh, I could tell thee of many 
a sage remark concerning these documents of mine, made by many 
a sage character, who at the time, poor fellow, little dreamt the au- 
thor was within winking distance of him, and chuckling over him, 
thus ensnared by his own imprudence. Could I but place before 
thee, the look of importance with which they are usually ushered 
in, I could throw thee into almost convulsions of laughter by retail- 
ing in thine ear, some of the shrewd remarks uttered in my pres- 
ence. A certain would-be genius, speaking the other day ot the 
Magazine in general, with infinite gravity observed to me, that *' he 
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thought it was well enough for us to have one established here — ^it 
served as a kind of safety-valve, to let off the bilge water afloat in 
College !" Now I didn't knock the fellow doVrn — perhaps 1 couldn't 
— but no matter for particulars — I didn't, but on the contraryi suf- 
fered him to walk away as safe and as wise as he came. 
. << Of all the cants which are canted in this canting world, though 
the cant of hypocrisy may be the worst, the cant of criticism is the 
iDost tormenting," so I say. I hold that a roan is entitled to write 
just what, and how he pleases, — Edinburgh reviewers and college 
critics to the contrary notwithstanding. If, under the head of ^* Con- 
spiracy Documents," I choose to have ten pages of prolegomena 
mnd only two of documents, what is that to thee, grumbling reader ? 
Thank heaven for what thou hast, and be contented. Perhaps I 
have no very exalted opinion of their literary merits, or perhaps — 
perhaps — but deuce take it all, it's no business of thine what my 
leasons are — already have I remonstrated with thee on the impro- 
priety of thus intruding thyself where thou art not wanted, and I 
now insist upon, and claim as a right, the privilege of driving this 
goose-quill of mine, whenever, wherever and howsoever I please, 
which right I am resolved to maintain — if convenient — against all 
gainsayers at the point of the pen. 

And now, reader, that I have made this valorous snap amongst 
those common enemies of all mankind, the critics, and caused, as I 
suppose, infinite trepidation to seize hold of them, I will now close my 
murderous jaws, and we will jog on together in harmonv once more. 
How has it fared with thee since last we parted ? The storms of 
winter have bidden us farewell, while April showers-— degenerate 
sons of a noble branch — have just trodden on their heels, and now 
are we well nigh past the pleasant month of May. Oh, I could 
launch forth into many a praise of this beauteous month, but — but, 
reader, those rascally critics are at their sheep's-eye glances again, 
and so Til e'en gang soberly on in my way. 

If, since we last met, a chapge has '' come o'er the spirit of thy 
dream," heaven grant that it may have corresponded with nature's 
change. Alas, for me ! The breezes that have stolen in at my 
casement, have borne away with them, I fear me much, more im- 
precations than songs of joy. In simple truth, the hours have drag- 
ged heavily along. 

1 know not. under whom, or agreeably to whose system, our sec- 
retary was initiated into the rudiments of chirography, but whoever 
he may have been, I really can think of no reward so befitting his 
success, as that he be doomed to spend a short eternity in decipher- 
ing his pupil's manuscripts. All the torments that have been heaped 
on Prometheus, Tantalus, Sisyphus, and a host of others, were but 
trifles compared with this. 

If, reader, thou hast ever corresponded with a friend, who some- 
times extends a single word throughout a whole line, while the sue- 
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ceeding one contains nearly forty — where ft word, if not of more 
than four syllables, would constitute a square, were length and 
breadth, aside from regularity, all that is necessary for the attainment 
of this object — or if thou hast ever had the honor of goading a band 
of district-school geniuses up this particular steep in the hill of sci- 
ence, then canst thou realize my feelings of vexation and impatience 
for the past month. Otherwise I despair, and thou must be content 
to take my word for it, that it is a far surer criterion of a man's tem- 
per, than all tliat have been lavished on the unfortunate, from the 
days of our great-grandfather Job, the man of many sorrows, down 
to the present day. Oh, it is an utter contemner of all sweet dispo- 
sitions — like my own, for instance, — and is a more powerful enemy 
to peace and quiet, than wind or weather will bring within one's 
reach, from the end of one to the beginning of the succeeding cen- 
tury — worse than the chorus in a Greek tragedy — by all odds, — 
" horresco referens !" — but enough, no more of this ! Only remem- 
ber, I beseech of thee, that every word thou readest, has been con- 
secrated, not by drops of blood, or tears, or ink, but by sundry full 
length immersions into every variety of liquid, that can be supposed 
Co render it illegible. Just drop one tear here, dear reader, and 
then go on thy way, rejoicing that thou hast been freed from such 
woes thyself. 

Enoch it would seem was something of a poetaster withal — ^had 
a bare touch from Apollo, of which, by the way, he was proud in 
exact proportion to its lightness. He must therefore fain try to en- 
shrine the proceedings of the society in some poetical form, and the 
first half page or more of the manuscript, is taken up with his efforts 
in this line. In one place — marvellous to relate ! — may be seen 
two whole lines fairly written out ! " given" rhyming most sweetly 
with '^ heaven !" — but this must have been when Enoch's star was 
in its zenith, for this couplet stands solitary and alone in its glory. 
He was evidently quite powerful in the first line, but like many of 
his cotemporary college poets, in order to proceed farther, was 
under the necessity of taking unwarrantable liberties with the muses, 
to which proceeding however he was evidently averse, for though 
he entertained a sneaking sort of kindness for the diviner sex, yet 
he never insisted on pushing his attentions too far. In the poetic 
line he was therefore soon at a stand, which perceiving he wisely 
betook himself once more to the beaten track of prose. 

Conspiracy Hall, Nov. 20M, 1836. 

[Here ensues a long invocation to '< all the spirits that move in 
the vasty deep, the upper air, the dark and blue concave, fac. &c.'* 
This however I have rejected as unworthy a place in the Magazine, 
owing to the fact that, after a most critical and extensive research, 
1 6nd it to be merely a collection and contbination of Virgil's, Mil- 
ton's, Tasso's and others, invocations to their '^ muses dear." It is 
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undoubtedly somewhat of an improvement on them, yet neverthe- 
less hardly deserves an insertion here, where nought but the truly 
sublime finds ingress.] 

There was an air of determined importance, amounting almost to 
desperation, visible in the features of all the members, as they one 
by one made their appearance this evening. No trifling, no whis- 
pering nor laughing was to be seen — ^but each, gloomily folding his 
arms across his breast, walked or stood apart. 

Kincaid might ever and anon be heard muttering over some few 
disjoibted sentences — then, as it were in a fit of forgetfulness, he 
would clasp his forehead, and thus completely abstracting himself 
from surrounding objects, renew his internal communion. There 
could be no mistake — his companions at once perceived tliat he was 
about to honor them with a speech or two, and each heaved an in- 
ward groan at the thought, for Artemas' orations were celebrated 
throughout College, as being amazingly uninteresting. They might 
however have checked their sorrow, could they have taken a peep 
over his shoulder, and beheld, snugly stowed away in the palm of the 
band so often raised to his brow, a small paper containing not more 
than half a dozen lines, in conning which he was so deeply engaged. 
His efibrts in the oratorical line would evidently not be very over- 

Cwering, unless he diverged from bis manuscript, which it could 
rdly be presumed he would have the audacity to attempt. 

Tugmutton had as usual entered with a grin of delight on his fea- 
tures, but seeing the gravity of deportment maintained by the rest, 
slunk off to a comer, lengthened out his visage, folded his arms a la 
fliode, then majestically stalked to an opposite comer, where he 
paused and appeared intently engaged in inspecting the quality of 
papering which adorns the walls of the room, gazing in transports 
of admiration at the vagaries of a certain vine, which the artist, in 
utter defiance of all laws of vegetation, bad caused to frisk and curvet 
about most curiously, describing more circumvolutions than ever a 
company of militia was known to indulge in, even under the present 
administration. 

With an eye '^ deeply fixed on vacancy," Muhlhauser stood in the 
middle of the room, now poising himself on his right, and now on 
bis left pedestal, *' very like to a goose," while Schneider might be 
seen abstractedly gazing and philosophizing on the combustion of 
the fuel going on within the stove. 

It was a most solemn time. Each felt his own individual impor- 
tance, and all seemed determined to maintain it too. Great and 
sublime thoughts were, without doubt, flitting through their brain&-^ 
the pent-up eloquence was raging away with all the vehemence of 
the last equinoctial ' northeaster,' and a suitable occasion was only 
requisite to startle the whole universe, and throw them into trans- 
ports of admiration and amazement. That hour was nigh. The 



256 CONSPIRACT DOCUMENTS. 

bands to the best wooden clock in Connecticut were pointing to the 
talismanic hour of nine, which, by the way, the town ciock bid 
tolled forth some twenty minutes before, when open flew the door, 
and in marched, with all the dignity for which he is so justly renown- 
ed, our worthy president. In the twinkling of an eye, heads were 
divested of their coverings, and all silently slunk into some proximaie 
seat, as the presidental chair was being filled. 

Like his liege subjects, Winkler's countenance was *^ in solemn 
features fixed," and to the most careless observer it was evident, 
that deeds of high renown were being meditated by more than one. 
In breathless silence the report of the proceedings at the last meeting 
were listened to, ailer which the president rose and spoke to the M- 
lowing effect. 

** Fellow Conspirators ! Congratulations are due from me to you 
that this hour finds us in so flourishing a state. I look about me 
and behold those who launched forth with me in this enterprise, 
remaining steadfast still. I feel thus encouraged to proceed in our 
work of reform, when I see what confidence can be reposed in yoar 
support. Accept my thanks for your punctual attendance at tbb 

time. 

" Fellow Conspirators ! The object of our society, it is well 
known, is to reform existing abuses. It becomes therefore incum- 
bent on each and all, to make their report of misdemeanors observed 
since last we convened. If any one has aught to say, let him say on." 

Here ensued a most lugubrious pause which was at length broken 
by an inquiry from Ebenezer, as to whether the discussion of lite- 
rary, political, or philosophical business came first in order. Being 
assured that it was perfectly immaterial which took the precedence, 
he slowly whistled some half dozen bars of Yankee Doodle, as a 
sio^nal to his straggling thoughts that they were '^ wanted on parade" 
— then majestically arose, and after an amazingly tedious preamble 
on the degeneracy of the present age, " proposed for the considera- 
tion of the society a subject, which," he said, " had long borne heav- 
ily on bis mind — one of infinite importance, as it equally interested 
the king on his throne and the beggar in the dingle— one that vitally 
affects the interests of every literary institution in our land, but more 

Earticularly our own — in fine no less a one than the present lamenta- 
ly hiffh price of oysters in this city. 
" When I mention," said he, " that this operates to the discom- 
fiture of an almost infinite number of students, among whom I may 
even rank myself, (his voice faltering, and his eyes suflused with 
tears, at the thought,) I may be pardoned the exceeding interest I 
(ake in the subject. Oh, my ears are pained, and my heart is sick, 
at the melancholy responses of those who congregate in our market- 
place for the vending of this commodity. * In the name of all the 
gods at once', Mr. President, what is the cause of this woful scarcity, 
and what remedy can be proposed, I would like to ask." 
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KiDcaid and Mublhauser forthwith started up, each loudly vocife- 
rtttng that be be heard. '* Order ^ order P^ was bawled out by tbe 
members in utter defiance of all order, to the evident chagrin of the 
irorthy president, who with difficulty assuaged the storm, assigning 
U> Mublhauser the floor. 

" Oysters," remarked our Nimrod, " are the elixir of life— the 
student's greatest comforter, and for one he (Mublhauser) rejoiced, 
notwithstanding the shrugs of disapprobation visible in certain mem* 
bers, that the subject had been introduced. As for himself he must 
my, that if the price was not lowered, and that too speedily, be 
should be under the painful necessity of giving college bis farewell 
address, and embarking to some favored shore. But not to descend 
to particulars. It was the universal opinion that, unless oysters 
became cheaper, another rebellion would take place in Commons, 
irbich though undoubtedly very desirable in many respects, yet 
Boosidered as a whole, was a consummation not very devoutly to 
be wished. As for the enormously high price which the articles at 
piesent command, he was inclined to attribute it to tbe existing mia- 
Bimble banking system, which" — 

" Mr. President!" shouted Kincaid, '< I cannot sit here and listen 
to reflections on the state of our banks — 1 really did hope that no 
dlusions of a political nature would be either made, or tolerated, by 
my gentleman present, and if, sir, they are still persisted in, I shall 
be under the necessity of withdrawing from this society, however 
nopleasant such an event might be." 

'^The gentleman entirely mistakes my meaning," interrupted 
Mublhauser. '' I had no reference to banks of money, but rather 
to banks of oysters. {Reiterated cheerings, much to the discomfiture 
of Kincaid.) There must be something wrong here, at tbe foun- 
tain head, Mr. President, or the article would hardly stand so high 
io the market. Though I am averse to pointing out any particular 
error, yet the probability is, that they have been too much legislated 
omtr. If gentlemen will consider a moment, it will be apparent, 
that articles of so delicate a constitution as oysters, can never thrive 
under legislative interference. Their nerves at once become shat- 
tered, while the brain is thrown into a state of the utmost confiision, 
and thus its expansion is materially impeded. And what, Mr. 
President, is the oyster without the brain ? Tis as the beer-bottle 
emptied of the liquid — as salt without its savor, useless and of none 
e&ct. It can hardly be supposed, that one of our sturdy represen- 
tatives is by nature qualified to appreciate their characters. No, sir, 
Dime but a true wayward disciple of literature is qualified for this 
task, and consequently, on such alone ought it to devolve. 

^' As regards the remedy for the evil, I feel really undecided as 
to the best course. In so important a case as this, the end would 
almost seem to sanctify the means, and a petition to Congress, or to 
the Corporation, would be immaterial to me, provided tbe desired 
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object is secured. Perhaps, however, neither of these methods is 
practicable^ and if so, I trust, Mr. President, that some gentleman 
will propose some other that is." 

Ebenezer, who had been observed writing most furiously dtiring 
the latter part of Muhlhauser's speech, now rose. 

** Most unreservedly do I assent, Mr. President," said be, ^'to all 
that the gentleman has advanced in panegyric of these divine crea- 
tures. Elia tells us of a person who lays down the theory, that 'a 
man who is not fond of apple dumplings has no soui.' Now Mr. 
President, though 1 have a great, a very great respect for apple 
dumplings, yet nevertheless, it must be confessed, there is no com* 
petition between them and oysters, and moreover," added he, wav- 
mg his hand enthusiastically as he spoke, ^* never will be, until New 
Haven harbor exists solely in the records of the poet and historian. 
{Cheering.) 

'^ As a remedy for the evil, which threatens to overwhelm us, I 
would beg leave to introduce to your notice the following resolution, 
which, considering the immense influence this society is destined to 
exert, appears to me to cover the whole ground. ^ Resolved— chat 
devotees be permitted to pay their devours at the shrine of oysters, 
whenever and wherever they please, untrammeled by the vile hin- 
drances which certain geniuses are fast endeavoring to throw around 
them, thereby causing a decided inconvenience to the many, for the 
paltry purpose of benefiting the few — a course utterly reprehensible, 
m whatever light it may be viewed.' " With a wondrous wise look, 
which was at once deepened to one of the most perfect self-com- 
placency, as his resolution passed, Ebenezer seated himself. 

But now ' erige aures P — prick up your ears ! — for Artemas has 
gained possession of the floor, and his diligently conned speech is 
about to be delivered. 

^' It pains my feelings much," said he, ^< to be compelled to no- 
tice the faults and errors of any, even the humblest individual — 
how much more so then those of a Conspirator. To a still greater 
degree is this feeling of sorrow heightened, when I am to animad- 
vert on the conduct of those who stand high in authority over us— 
yet has this, even this painful duty fallen to my lot. 

<' A most important article in our constitution is, that the entire 
proceedings of this society, be preserved in the most profound se- 
crecy, but Mr. President," exclaimed he fiercely, '' this article has 
been violated, and that too to a most unjustifiable extent. Ay ! hang 
your head !" said he, pointing to Timothy, who appeared overoome 
with terror, *' for it is you that I would now impeach, here in the 
presence of all that gives existence to Yale College. 

^' Mr. President, for the last week or more, have I watched the 
conduct of yonder man, and I grieve to say, he is no longer worthy 
of holding the exalted station of vice 'president. Though 1 have 
often rebdced him in private, yet it was but yesterday that I beheld 
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him elbowing bis way through a crowd of his fellow studentSi with 
every step he took, yelping forth at the top of his lungs, ' make 
¥ray there ! make way for the vice president of the Conspiracy V 
Sir, shall the secrets of our society, the names of it$ officers^ be 
thus wantonly exposed ? Surely, sir, such outrages cannot be suf- 
fered to pass with impunity. Let us rather strike at once, and by 
seasonably making an example of this offense, prevent its repetition. 

'^ I therefore call, Mr. President, for the deposition of Timothy 
Tugmutton from the vice presidency of the Conspiracy, insisting 
upon it as a due to justice, which alone, in all things, should direct 
our conduct." 

All eyes were now turned upon the unfortunate culprit, in ex- 
pectation of a defense of his conduct. But no ; with his bead 
bowed low between his knees he sat, awaiting in silence the shock, 
which he well knew would soon fall upon his devoted head. It 
came, alas, too soon. By an unanimous vote he was deposed from 
bis high estate, and Kincaid elected in his stead. << Oh. Timothy, 
Timothy ! how hast thou fallen !" exclaimed the President in an 
agony of emotion, wringing his hands in the violence of his grief. 

This truly was destined to be an evening of woes and misfortunes 
to the noble band of Conspirators, for barely had this moumfol bu- 
Mess been transacted, when Schneider rose to remark on the di- 
bpidated state of the treasury. 

'^ Not a farthing in it," said he, holding up to view a huge sheep- 
skin wallet, looking for all the world like an old diploma doubled 
up—'' five times have I dived to its most cavernous recesses, with 
the forlorn hope that something might have escaped my former re- 
aearcbes. But no ! most thoroughly has it been gleaned, and I 
DOW hold it out to you, a true and mournful example of the re- 
ductio ad absurdum — a destitution of cash." 

Alarm was now visible on the countenances of all, but on no one's 
more than on the President's, when the question as to what measures 
were to be adopted, was referred to his decision. But with an ad- 
mirable promptitude of thought, he extricated himself from his truly 
embarrassing situation, assigning to Timothy, as a punishment for 
bis late misdemeanors, that he provide for its immediate replenish- 
ment. Timothy looked aghast, and was heard muttering over some- 
thing about ' dedining such honors,' ' resignation,' &;c. &c., but as 
no attention was paid to his remarks by the society, 1 have deemed 
them undeserving of farther record. 

By this succession of shocks, the minds of the members were 
completely unstrung for farther action, and they now sat, maintain- 
ing a most dignified silence, and looking as though the events of tbe 
last half hour had expanded their originally small stock of wisdom 
to at least the fourteenth power. Astonished — and, if the truth 
must be told, raMer sleepy — at this unwonted silence, the Secretary 
icpoied his bead for a moment on the table before him. It was only 
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lor a moment, but on raising it, to bis infinite surprise he found bimself 
alone. Silently bad each one taken his departure, and left him thus 
solitary and deserted. Collecting together his books and papers, he 
too was soon on bis way to his room, and ere long was reTellmg 
amid dreams of the iiiture fame of 

Enoch Bisbee, Secretary. 



Poor Timothy ! little didst thou think, as thou resortedst to the 
honors of thy station, as a defense from the merciless rabble, that 
thy fate would have been so truly grievous ! Methinks I see thee 
even now rummaging thy pockets for the wherewithal to satisfy the 
demands of thy President's rapacity — methinks I see the smile of 
delight that lights up thy features, as some lonely sixpence greets 
thy sight — I see the blank despair that fills thy face, as thou tumest 
unfilled from thy drawer replete with rusty keys, and all but what 
thou needest. Heaven speed thee in thy search ! Ma^ many a 
shilling cause thy pulse to beat yet more violently with delight, and, 
be there a ' quarter' straying unappreciated in this wide world, may 
Providence, in its kindness, cause it to wing its way to thee ! Would 
that I— but stop ! Reader, excuse these emotions, which a perusal 
of Timothy's misfortunes has raised in my breast. And dost tbou 
not like them, thou canst skip them, but 1 alas, could not control 
niyself, and — and^-didst ever know an author disown the legidoiate 
o&pring of bis brain, however rude and uncomely it may be? Then, 
ihough thou smilest, pardon me. 

R. 
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The wreath that I would twine for thee, 
Culled from choicest flowers should be ;— 
UomiDgled with dark sorrow's gloom, 
Beneath hope's sunny ray to bloom ; — 
Sheltered from disappointment's blast, 
In light and purity to last. 

And ihough slight the tribute proffered, 
*Tis by hallowed friendship offered ; — 
May truth and piety combined, 
Imparl their lustre to thy mind, 
Guide in thy youth and future years, 
'Till ends thy life of hopes and fears. 

vy> Kyt fv. 
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LITERARY ODDITIES. 

"Bonum nomen, 
Bon am omeD." 

D'lsRAELiy in his '^ Curiosities of Literature/' has givea this sub- 
et a most faithful investigation, and for his labors deserves the 
Mirtfelt gratitude of every prying antiquary. From black letter 
lio6, musty manuscripts, and mouldy parchments, he has collected 
ctbinet no less rare than valuable, where specimens are presented 
* the view of all, which before existed only within reach of a &• 
Nred few. He has entered upon a 6eld of exertion whose various 
txluctions will amply repay the toils of the harvester, will coDtinu- 
ly thicken around the path of discovery, and 6re with new zeal the 
borer in this department of literature. An hundred years beDce, 
is probable some other writer will resume the pen which be has 
id down, and treat of customs now prevailing, which will then be 
itiquated— elucidate references in books and papers, now so uni- 
anally understood as not to require note or comment, but then ob- 
nred by the rust of age ; and thus accomplish for the nineteenth 
ntury, what D'Israeli has done for the two preceding. Yet like 
\ ill collectors of cabinets, he has not been so successful but that 

Stock may be increased by contributions from private sources, and 

1 the subject covers quite an extent of ground, much still may be 
Mamed, without trenching on the field of his labors. So far at 
«8t as the Essayist has knowledge, it has not been the case in the 
resent instance, though it might well be said of hb additions, as 
eschylus was accustomed to say of his tragedies, '^ they are but a 
w small crumbs after the great feasts of Homer." 

In searching after curiosities of this kind, it is most natural for our 
KMights to wander over the literary history of our own country. 
lie first peculiarity which attracts attention there, is the quaint, 
ligrammatic style which generally prevailed about the time of the 
alem witchcraft. Its very existence is a singular anomaly, aside 
om a consideration of the curious combinations of words to which 

has given rise. Why men so intimately acquainted, as those of 
Mt period seem to have been, with the Greek and Latin languages; 
Mse fountains of knowledge and elegance, containing the models re- 
mmended to writers for the formation of a pure and classical style, 
f all the teachers of rhetoric from Quinctilian to Blair ; why such 
ten should cultivate a taste so hostile to refinement, is a problem 
aly to be solved by a very minute knowledge of their social baluts. 
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their methods of educatioD, and the operation of causes which have 
long since ceased to exert an influence. Yet notwithstanding the 
well earned condemnation which critics are sure to bestow upon 
those who indulge at present in any thing approaching to such a 
style, there are few who do not read a quotation with greater pleas- 
ure, and awakened interest, when they learn that it comes from a 
" quaint old author of the former century." A joke, be it ewer so 
poor, is irresistible, when related in their strange phraseology ; and 
even solemn truths are sometimes found stated in such a ludicrous 
manner, as to render their eflfect directly contrary to what was ori- 
ginally intended. But with all the defects of their sermons, tbey 
are no doubt more perused now, than the works of our ministers will 
be by the coming generation. The generality of modem seroKNis art 
selections from the commentaries on the text, diluted — spun to the 
required length by means of synonyms strung together in tedious suo 
cession, whose frequent repetitions remind us of Battus io Ovid, — 

" Sub illis 
MuDtibus, inqait^eranl, et erant sub montibas illis.'* 

The last century had the bullion — we have the wire : we, the gtit« 
ter — they, the substantial reality. Though all does not ** veil to 
wit," as Barrow said of the age of Charles II. yet another spirit is 
abroad, which will as effectually lop the flourishing branches of our 
literature, and bring a withering blight upon all its hopes. 

Of the writers in the quaint and epigrammatic style, none was 
more remarkable than Cotton Mather. Not a few passages id his 
aermoos would strangely exercise the risible muscles of a modem 
eongregation. Even Thomas H. Bayley, or the American Tom 
Hood, *^ Hack Von Stretcher," have scarcely a greater number of 
puns, in proportion to the whole number of words. But besides 
oeiog an inveterate punster, he abounds in ingenious turns, and all 
the literary oddities of a cornipted style. Thus, speaking of the 
attacks to which Christians are subjected from Satan, he says,-' 
^* That foul fiend, falls foul on them. The accuser of men to God, 
is also an accuser of God to men, and when it is a gloomy time with- 
out them, then will Satan suggest terrible things withtn them." He 
plays upon words of similar sounds, — *' the powert of darkness, take 
the kourt of darkness ;" and so far does this propensity cany him, 
that he puns upon letters! — '' Many a man's cash has been hb crime; 
his Aouse has cost him his Aead ; by his &nd, he has forfeited his 
hfe." Yet when we find the grave Matthew Henry pumiing as if 
he were a witty courtier, we must make allowances for Mather, and 
suffer him to screen himself behind the '^spirit of his age." Henry, 




the mount, " a ##< sermon," ^^ita&iaari^g MiaV 
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Alihoagh we can exercise some chtrity towards Mather for pun- 
ning, his outrageous abuse of figurative language is without excuse. 
Thus, be says, '' We do often very childishly cry for a knife to cot 
the fingers of our own souls.*' Henrv, with all his quaintness and 
singular expressions, is never guilty of so flagrant a violation of good 
taste, though many others are not so free from condemnation. Bel* 
tbazar Gratian has left to posterity the following choice morsel of 
mental philosophy : '' Thoughts flow from the extensive coasts of 
memory, embark on the sea of imagination, arrive at the port of ge- 
nius^ to be registered at the custom house of the understanding.** 
The High SherifF of Oxford has also afforded a case in point, in the 
exordium of an address to the students, by which they were no doubt 
much edified : '' Arriving at the Mount of St. Mary, in the stony stage 
where I now stand, I have brought you some fine biscuits, carefiilTy 
conserved for the chickens of the church, the sparrows of the spirit, 
and the sweet swallows of salvation." Even this last specimen is out- 
done by a book published about the time of the '^ Praise-God-Bare- 
bones Parliament," when '' Stand-steadfast on-high," and " Fight- 
the-good-fight-of-faith," usurped the place of plain John and William. 
The following title would certainly not disgrace the author's name, 
however ridiculous : '< Eggs of Charity, laved by the Chickens of 
the Covenant, and boiled by the Water of Divine Love. Take ye 
wd eat." 

The Latin language abounds in all the strange peculiarities of ex- 
pression, which we might naturally suppose would originate in the 
solitary cells of gloomy convents, where no higher guide existed, 
than the unpolished standard of monkish taste. Anagrams, acros- 
tics, palindromi, logogriphes, epitaphs, armorial mottoes, and folio 
volumes destitute of two, three and even four particular letters, at- 
test the laborious diligence of minds, which asserted their high pre- 
rogative, and refused to be idle. Who has not met with scraps such 
as the following, floating around as chance quotations, without any 
distinct nmrks by which to recognize the works in which they ori- 
ginally appeared ? *' Ora et labora ; quicquid libet, licet ; dum spi- 
ro, spero ; est Venus in vinis ; respice finem, respice funem ; respice, 
aspice, prospice; ut fluctus fluctumque sic luctus luctum; schola 
cnicis est schola lucis;" he. Even if the works were discovered in 
the dusty alcoves of a foreign library, it is probable that the authors 
would be found to have wasted their energies to as little advantage, 
as one of their sapient brethren, who supposed that in the very let- 
ters of the name Jetus^ was contained all that possibly could be said, 
on the subject of his origin, his mission, and bis character. *' For, 
first, its bemg declined with only three easetf did expressively point 
out the Trinity of persons. Then, that the nominative case ending 
in f, the accusative in m, and the ablative in u, did imply some un- 
speakable mystery ; namely, that in words of those initial letters, 
Christ was the Summus or Beginning, the Mxdius or Middle, and 
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the Ultimus or end of all things. There was yet a more abstruse 
mystery to be explained, which was accomplished by dividing the 
word into two parts, and separating the $ in the middle finom the 
two extreme syllables, making a kind of pentameter, the word oon- 
sisting of five letters ; and this letter, intermedial f , being in the He- 
brew alphabet called siriy was thought to imply that Jesus should 
purify us from all wickedness.'' — Witte vs. Wisdome, or a Paoe- 
gyrick on Follie by D. Erasmus. 

Even later writers than the monks have not disdained to exercise 
themselves in this laborious play upon words, as may be proved by 
a reference to one of the many epitaphs, which '^ Old Mortalities" 
have done well to decipher; if not for their intrinsic value, at least 
for the sake of those who possess a kindred spirit with Leland, the 
good old father of English antiquities. It is engraved on a stone 
which covers the remains of a royal beauty, and if the sentiment 
was not one from which modern feelings revolt, it might perhaps be 
more of a favorite. It reads thus : '' Non redolet, sed olet qu« re- 
dolere solet." 

Verse has sometimes been employed to assist the memory in ref- 
erence to some particular subject, by reducing the terms of explana- 
tion to the most concise and simple forms, and in the following epi- 
taph from the Latin Anthology, the author has been at so much 
pains to compact and condense, that it seems absolutely impossible 
to express the same ideas in a less number of words. 

" Pastor, Arator, Eques, pavi, colui, soperavi, 
Capras, Rus, Hostes, froDde, ligore, manu." 

To this may be added a couplet really beautiful, as well as mytholo- 
gically correct. 

" Terret, Instrat, agit, Proserpina, LuDa, Diana. 
Ima, Saprema, feras, sceptro, fulgore, sagilta." 

Our own language possesses some lines in the shape of a lampoon, 
which are not altogether destitute of resemblance to the two pre- 
ceding. 

" Stair's neck, mind, wife, sons, grandsons, and the rest, 
Are wry, false, witch, pests, parricides, possessed." 

And these will recall to every intelligent mind, Milton's celebrated 
description of Satan's flight : 

" 0*er bog, or steep, through straight, rongh, dense, or rare, 
With head, hands, wings, or feel, pursues his way, 
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies." 

Eloquence as well as poetry has also contributed its share of mis- 
guided exertion, in which labor has undermined taste, expression 
thwarted its own object, and the solid charms of propriety have been 
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acriBced to the false glare of artificial show. St. Augustine, wboM 
writings often contain '* thoughts that breathe, and woids that bum/' 
has been more than once seduced by the meretricious ornaments of 
a corrupted style, and sunk the character of orator in that of auib- 
bler. in the midst of an animated apostrophe, when all the feelings 
of the writer should glow with the ardor of passionate excitement, 
who could have expected the following combination of quibbling 
expressions ; 

— " at tarpiter atmm 
Desioat in piscem majier formosm sapenii T 



« 



O dies praeclara et pulchra, nesciens vesperum, non habens ooca» 
sum, ubi — sumroa et certa securitas, secura tranquillitas, et tran* 
quilla jocunditas, et jocunda felicitas, felix aetemitas, «tema beati- 
tudo, et beata Trinitas, et Trinitatis unitas, et unitatis deltas/' fee. 

Poets, even poet laureates, have degenerated into mere rhymsters, 
as well as orators into quibblers ; and instances of the former are 
found not only in a foreign language, but among the " select works" 
of British poetry. Old John Skelton stands at the head of those 
wbo believe in the doctrine of Hudibras, 

" One line of sense and one of rhyme, 
I think's sufficient at one time ;*' 

though without entering into the merits of his thoughts, in the in- 
troduction to his " Boke of Colin Clout," he is candid enough to 
admit, that 

— " his rime is ragged, 
Tattered, and lagged, 
Radely rayne beaten, 
Rusty and mooth eaten.*' 

In the verse in which he states it, he no doubt proves his proposi- 
tion ; but it may gratify some readers to have a little more, as it will 
be rather difficult to procure the '^ Boke" for themselves. 



" EUs head is so fat 
He woUelh never what 
Nor whereof he speaketh : 
He cryeth and he creketh, 
He pryeth and peketh, 
He chydes and he chatters. 
He prates and he patters. 
He clytters and he clatters, 
He medles and he smatters. 
He glosses and he flatters. 



And how when ye giue orders 
In your prouinciall borders, 
Aft insipientes. 
Some are insufficientes, 
Some parum sapientes. 
Some nihil intelligentes. 
Some valde negligentes, 
Some nullum sensum habentes I" 



A single quotation will conclude the long, and perhaps to some 
tedious h»t. It comes from Hawes' " Pastime of Plesure," and if it 

Tox*. II. 84 
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possesses any sense at all, it lies exceedingly deep^certainly beyond 
our comprehension. 

" Measare measarying, measaratly taketh 
Measure measurying, measuratly dolbe all 
Measare measarying, measaratly maketh 
Measare measaryiog, measarallye gaide shall 
Measure measarying, measaratly dothe call 
Measure measaryiog, to right hye preeminence 
For alway measare, is ground of excellence." 

The above examples suggest a few reflections. 

We live in a ))olished age. Grace^ ease, and beauty, are blended 
in the style of our leading writers of prose. Their faults arise rather 
from an excess of reSnement, than its absence, and of course are 
the more readily pardoned. Poetry has unbound herself from the 
shackles of art, wit, and the loathsome principles of the Satanic 
school, and seems about to be reinstated, by the assistance of a 
Wordsworth, and a Talfourd, on her former throne of good sense, 
truth, and natural simplicity. The full blaze of literary light pours 
upon us, and we are at a loss to conceive, how a corrupted taste 
could at different periods of the world's history, have gained so 
universal an ascendency. Yet so strong have been its fetters, and 
so riveted, that the colossal strength of a Shakspeare, was requi- 
red to raise the standard of the drama — of a Milton, to ^' weave 
bis garland with the lightenings" of popular vengeance, and to 

overleap the bounds of prejudice to trust bis fame with posterity 

and of a Johnson, to prepare the way of less vigorous candidates 
for literary distinction. These mighty champions were successful. 
But how many whose powers were inferior to the attempt, have 
fallen — victims to the persecution of their enemies — unknown and 
unregarded defenders of the Republic of Letters ! 

Literature as well as life, and painting, has its light and shade. 
The midnight heavens are not filled with a single huge star. Ten 
thousand are scattered through their depths, to shine still brighter 
from contrast with the surrounding darkness, and please still more 
with the variety of their lustre. Thus the great works of genius ap- 
pear only here and there, and the fiiults of a corrupted taste, and the 
mistakes of conceited- ignorance, constitute the shade which enaUes 
their light to be seen to the best advantage. 

Jam Satis. 
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TO • • • 

Thst bid me never speak again, 

Tby name to me so dear ; 
And little do they heed my pain. 

Or mark the gath'ring tear. 
We lo?*d — alas that pleasing thoaght 

B«tt mockery now seems ; 
And dearly were those moments booght, 

To prove but idle dreams. 

How oft Fve gazed upon thy face, 

And watch'd thy heart with fear, 
Lest others might thy love displace. 

Or leave their image there. 
How oft upon the present hour, 

We painted future bliss ; 
Nor dreamt that pride's unfeeling power. 

Would dash it with distress. 

They bid ns part, because thou'rt poor! 

Ah little do they know, 
That I thy love shall value more 

Than gold can e'er bestow. 
Farewell my love ! this faithful heart 

To thee alone is given. 
And since we now on earth must part, 

Well meet and love in Heaven. 



STORY OP A LIFE. 



I was walking towards the close of day, in a somewhat inedi* 
I mood, accideot led me into the grave-yard. It was evening, 
be rich tints in the western sky, showed the lingering influence 
I parting sun ; while the balmy breathing of the air around me, 
effect silence and repose of nature, the solemnity of the place, 
ined to inspire thoughts of a more sombre hue than those which 
ly possess my breast. 

I moved along, I passed the tomb of one who had been the 
I of my early days. His was a character compounded of 
jB materials — ^though he bad a generous heart and warm feel- 
and possessed talents which fitted him for any sphere, yet the 
ir-ltght of fancVf and the deceptions glare of imagination too 
led astray his judgment, and blmded his principles. His coo- 
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ceptions were never half realized, his plans were never balf matured, 
bis hopes were never half fulfilled, for fancy had taken the reins iirom 
reason, and the imagination had usurped the empire of the understand- 
ing. Still, although he disappointed his friends, and gladdened the 
hearts of his enemies by his eccentric course, be ever possessed 
enough of virtue to secure the lasting affection of all who knew him 
— and while friends lamented his inconstancy of feeling, and sighed 
over the failure of his attempts, even enemies could not deny that he 
possessed genius and talents, which, if properly directed, would ena- 
ble him to shine as an ornament of his profession and of his country. 

He sent me once a short history oi his life which I will trans- 
cribe here, for it may improve those who have feelings and an im- 
agination like his. I will only premise, (for the sake of clearness,) 
that in it he speaks of himself in the third person, and under the 
name of Alonzo. He begins thus, — 

^' You ask with much solicitude after Alonzo. I do not wonder 
at it, but if you have vanity, let me tell you, that you are not alone 
in your admiration of him. The greatest have received from him 
lessons of vnsdam and the best have listened to his lessons of mo- 
rality, yet is he neither vnse nor moral. In truth, he b a compound 
of inconsistencies, (though not an amalgamation of them,) at one 
moment you see an exhibition of giant strength, at the next of in- 
fiint weakness ; at sometimes you hear the wisdom of a sage, and 
close on its heels treads the folly of an idiot ; one sentence will give 
you the wit of Lucian, and the next shall be enveloped in more 
than Boeotian dullness. 

" But enough of generals, let us come to particulars. I see you 
are interested in the man and his character may aflbrd you instruc- 
tion. I have known him from the cradle ; and can give you bis 
histoiy almost from the dawn of his existence. 

'' He was the youngest of five children. The mother wbo bore 
him brought him forth in pain and sickness and sorrow — the early 
hopes of her youth had been blasted, — where she had garnered up 
her heart thieves broke in and stole — the sun that rose bright was 
overclouded — she lay down in sorrow and arose in sorrow — her eve- 
ning and her morning draught were from the cup of affliction ; and 
whenever it was presented, she drained it to the very dregs, with 
the heart and smile of an angel. When this child came, she dotted 
on it as the harbinger of better times, as the dove that was bringing 
an olive branch to show that the waters of afflbtion were subsiding. 

*' Is it surprising, my friend, that this child was the idol of tlu! 
family ? And when I add that from the moment his lips first moved 
with an intelligible sound, he was distinguished not only for preco- 
city of feeling and intellect, but for what hangs longer behind, nice, 
accurate and acute discrimination, you will not wonder that he was 
worshipped. It could not be expected that maternal, brotherly or 
sisterly affection, should slumber over such an infant, bom at such a 
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time ; wttb his breath, tbey sighed— with bis sighs, they wept— 
brothers and sisters were proud of him, and — ^better than ali— 4i 
mother was not ashamed of him. All thought him a prodigy and 
each strove to make him so. 

" Tfaey were not mistaken in his intellect. It was strong. From 
tbe time when he began his letters until he took his degree in col- 
lege, he was first of his class wherever he chose to be. I have 
known him, in four days, astonish his preceptor by reciting what his 
class had labored upon for three weeks during his absence. And 
when he had done it, he threw by his books, and went to sleep as 
if he had nothing else to do in the world, but to dream away the 
residue of a life, worth little to himself and less to his friends. 

*' At this time his master was proud of him, and ashamed of him, 

E raised him and blamed him, complained of him and thanked him. 
[e was urged on from class to class — sometimes to help him, oftener 
to disgrace him. But from whatever cause it happened, he took 
the lead, and no time found him lagging behind any other one. But 
be indulged himself in every species of amusement — with money 
enough from the kindest mother and the most partial friends, he 
sold bis books that he might get more to squander upon vices that 
exceeded his years, and purchase pleasures that were beyond his 
capacity of enjoyment. 

'* He left the academy distinguished alike for talents and folly ; 
fcr vice and virtue. And various were the sage prognostications 
that wise ones made as to his future success in life. Some there 
were that foretold his downfall ; that saw, (as they supposed with 
unerring ken,) the very rock on which heaven had predetermined 
that be should be shipwrecked. They were mistaken. And you 
may rely upon it, that if he sinks at all, he will go down with colors 
flying. He would rather sink with a flag at the top, than float dis" 
matted. 

*' But to return to bis life. He left the academy with a character 
fcr talents, — no character for morals — and very much of a character 
for disobedience and rebellion. . Yet he deserved neither, that is, he 
deserved neither in the degree in which it was bestowed upon him. 

" As to bis talents his reputation was half deserved, and the 
other half was the creature not of partiality, but of a kind of won- 
derment that had nothing of friendliness in it, and consisted merely 
in an abstract desire to worship, and those who had no God, thought 
it necessary to make an idol. 

'' In his moral character he was never vicious from natural de- 
mivity of heart, but he erred, if I may so call it, from necessity. 
There were none with whom he could associate — none to appreciate 
bis heart and feelings — none to pardon the frailties of his nature. 
His quick sensibilities were made the subjects of jesting, and the 
romance of his imagination became a matter for every-day ridicule. 
It 18 no wonder then, that reared as he had been, with a tenderness 



270 8T0RT or ▲ LIFE. 

which exceeded even a mother's love, he should turn awijr witli 
disgust from the heartlessness of the world around him. The ood- 
trast was too overpowering, and as a relief from his sorrows be Aed 
to dissipation. 

" But the general tenor of his life and character was correct, and 
under all circumstances it is not surprising that Akoso's Tanity was 
made somewhat dropsical. He was pufied up heyood m fiuthfid 
measurement. Still be withheld himself, and during his collegiate 
course he kept a steady curb upon his feelings ; yet, suflfering then 
and his imagination with them, to run as fast and as fiur, as sound 
judgment could whistle them back ; sometimes, perhaps, a little 
fiuther. 

"When he entered College, he measured his classmates, and 
ibund none as tall when standing as he himself was when sitting. 
Knowing, therefore, that he could look over their heads without ths 
exertion of rising, be seldom took the pains to get up. He deter^ 
mined at once what rank to take in the class — and he took it* In- 
dustry toiled after him in vain ; genius started on eagle-pinion, but 
her night was below him, and he looked laughing down on fluttering 
talent and panting labor, in the full consciousness that neither the 
one nor the other could approach near enough to breathe upon tbe 
the skirts of his garments. 

" The knowledge of his own strength and an almost unbounded 
confidence in it, prevented its regular exertion. He needed no ex- 
periment to convince himself of hb power, and he saw that otbeis 
already felt and acknowledged it. Finding how easily he could win 
the race, he stopped to amuse himself with the flowers that grew m 
the hedges, and trusted to speed to bring him in first at the winning- 
post. Thus while friends grieved and enemies rejoiced in the belief 
that he was loitering away his time by the way-side, competitocs 
were suddenly astonished to find that he bad distanced them. 

" This part of his character has been little understood, and less by 
himself than by others. In its consequences it has nearly destroyed 
him. His natural indolence was indulged by such a remission of 
labor ; time enough was given to confirm the dreamy languor of bis 
life ; his pride was gratified in feeling that he could leap the whole 
course at a single bound ; his vanity was flattered in showing it, and 
he found an additional source of amusement in the gaping wonder 
of those who gazed upon him, as if his performances were little leas 
than miraculous. All these feelings conspired to make his course 
erratic. He never revolved in any regular orbit ; but coming occa- 
sionally into the system like a comet, he was running at one time 
nearly on the disk of the sun, and at tbe next, perhaps, he flew 
away to an almost retumless distance from the regions of light. 

"But this mode of life could not last forever. The hunger of tbe 
mind, the cravings of the heart, require more substantial food than 
air. And even vanity herself, will in the end become tired and sick- 
ened with the gaping of fools. 
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<< What then was to be done? Courted and caressed by all — though 
understood by none ; laughed with for wit he never had, because 
it was the fashion to believe he had it ; admired for sagacity that 
was nothing more than a set of lucky blunders ; praised for courage, 
that was only the courage of fools who rush in where *' angels fear to 
tread ;" looked up to for information that was in truth a mere patch* 
worky made by culling here and there a shred that the poorest beg- 
gar in literature would have cast away ; sought after as the genius 
of conviviality, but found an untimely preacher of morals; the very 
easence of mirth, and yet the constant cause of sorrow, what should 
Alonzo have done ? 

^< The wide world was before him ; all the varieties of happiness 
stood within his reach ; he had but to choose and take. Pity it is 
be chose so ill. Friends wept and foes sneered as he pushed off 
bb little bark into what he thought an ocean of delight. Caution 
oftred to stand at the helm ; wisdom would have furnished him 
with a chart ; but no— curiosity impelled — beauty smiled — pleasure 
beckoned— -and he launched upon the waters, reckless of tempests 
and fearful only of a calm. Many and many a year has he been 
tossing about in alternate elevation and depression ; now on the 
sparkling summit of the wave and now sinking in its abyss. His 
voyage has been a voyage of discovery as well as of traffic. He 
bas coasted the whole ocean of iniouity — not an island rises on its 
surface, not a promontory juts into its sides, not a bay recedes from 
the lash of its waters, that he has not often visited, and at each visit 
thrown ashore a portion of his conscience. He is now seeking to 
return, and as one just awakened from sleep by the cry of fire, gaxes 
about bim, half in anxiety and half in stupor, so he looks out into 
the darkness, with the vain hope of descrying that peaceful shore, 
which, in a thoughtless, not a guilty moment, he abandoned ; vain 
bope ! The ocean is trackless ; his boat is crazy ; the winds and the 
waves are against him ; he is without chart and without compass ; 
the only reckoning that he has kept is an enumeration of follies and 
eriines upon the little scrap of his conscience that is left, and he hae 
not one uriend on shore to throw a signal rocket into the sky to direct 
his course — poor fellow ! I fear he is lost. 

^ Such is the man you have admired ; such is the man the public 
bis envied ; such is the man whom friends have loved and foes have 
feared ; such is the man who substituted his fancy for hb reason, 
and worshipped himself instead of his God. Now what b he ? The 
owner of a droken constitution, a rusty mind, and a rotten heart. 
The intellect that once coruscated with flashes that showed their 
own quality, while they lightened up surrounding objects, b now 
obscured and cloudy ; the imagination that peopled the kingdom of 
bb mind with brighter creations than poets dream of, has left his 
cold bosom for some more congenial region ; the heart that once 
throbbed responsively to every thing that was good, like the Eolian 
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harp that whispered music to the softest breeze^ now hardly wakens 
at the loudest cry of conscience, and never starts but at the scorpion 
sting of remorse. 

<< Do you envy that man ? Look into his bosom ! See bow many 
hours be spends in unavailing regret, how often he wastes the pres- 
ent in thinking of the past, bow many times and how long he pon- 
ders on good advice neglected, salutary admonitions disregaitled, 
tender mercies refused, solemn warnings sco&d at. Every hour of 
his life he sows the seeds of repentance, but never produces the fruit 
of amendment. Thus he goes on from sin to remorse and from 
remorse to sin. At this moment he is tired of sin. Satiety has be- 
gotten disgust and he strives to reform in part for the sake of variety. 

" Is such a man to be respected ? Yet you admire him. I do 
not wonder at it. At the moment when you saw him, his soul had 
broken out of his bosom to gambol in the purer air of virtue, with 
more than the delight of a devil escaped from hell. You have seen 
what he is ! You cannot even imagine what he might have been. 
Tell me not of his genius — his genius has destroyed his happiness. 
Talk not to me of his talents — his talents have undone his heart. 
He is alone and sad, wearied with the tumult of life and sick of its 
cares and sorrows. The days of his youth — the friends of his youth 
— ^the feelings of his youth are gone. The mother whose tender 
care watched over the years of his infancy — ^the father whose coun- 
sels guided his early life — the sisters who shared his sports — all are 
gone. He is alone and sad.^' *****. 

And thus ends his story. He set out in life with as ardent aspi- 
rations after virtue as ever entered the heart of man, and cherished 
hopes as high as ever he had who reached the '^ topmost round of 
young ambition's ladder," yet he was neither virtuous nor successful, 
for he never took a right view of life, but always lived in the fairy 
world of his own creation ; and when he had dreamed out his dream, 
and attempted to turn his eyes upon human nature, as it is, he 
found that his vision was too enlarged for the dull realities of life, 
and that the earth-bound creatures of our sphere were beings hr 
less beautiful and feeling than the bright conceptions of his own ima- 
gination. 

And he died — far from the home of his childhood — with no friend 
to soothe his dying hours — no loving hand to smooth his pathway 
to the tomb — but strangers wept for him, and in the grave perhaps 
be found that peace which on earth be denied himselK 

No train of senseless mourners followed him to his home, — no 
proud mausoleum decks the earth where his dust reposes,— but the 
winds of heaven sweep their solemn requiem over his grave and the 
tears of friends have hallowed the spot where lie his ashes. 
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A SISTER'S DREAM. 

iWaking,) 

" It is my sister's voice — No, no, a dream 

Has waked its echo, in my lonely heart ; 
And like the dongeoo's solitary beam, 

That bids the tears in captive eyes to start. 
It calls to mind the joys that now are past, 
Too bright, too heaveoly pure, od earth to last. 

( Tiffing to sleep.) 

" Oh ! let me hear that silver voice again. 

If only in the dreamer's fancied soand; 
Let me but hear its melody, and then 

In sweetest ecstacies of pleasure drowned, 
V\\ sleep away the hours, nor wish to wake, 
And thus its fairy tones of music break.** 

{Sleeps.) 

Again has sleep with soR oblivious hand, 

Shut down the silken lashes of her eyes; 
And thoughts all beautiful, serene and bland, 

Pass as the sun-lit clouds o'er summer skies, 
Causing her ruby lips a smile to bear. 
Such as angelic beings love to wear. 

Her bosom heaves — a gentle sigh is heard, 
And murmuring words fall soAly on the air, 

As downy plumage from a wandering bird, 
Or dying beauty's fondly-whispered prayer. 

She speaks in slumber, (whilst there falls a tear,) 

' Oh Mary, Mary, sister ! art thou here V 

Gamma. 



THE REAL OBJECT OP PHILOSOPHY. 

HB character and usefulness of philosophy, as it has existed m 
irorld, have been so changing and doubtful that the attentiva 
BDt yields cautiously to its deductions, and the man of mere 
tical experience suspects its roost imposing inferences. Trath 
rrer been the professed end of the philosopher's search, and the 
St of his pure devotion. He has sought it for its intrinsic beauty 
glory, alledging at the same time, that this beauty was its being 
sdtlly eternal and immutable. And yet, philosophy, the boest- 

L. II. M 
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ed image of enduring truth, has wandered in twilight, giving to phan- 
toms — forms and names and reality 1 It has created for its disciples 
an indefinable universe of eternal essences, pre-existent to the actual 
manifestation of real forms ; it has reflected these original essences 
in ideal images upon the human mind, and then between these ex- 
tremes it has thrown the world of sensible forms, an emanation from 
the essentials, pausing to be recognized through the medium of the 
correspondent images. At another time, it has annihilated the ex- 
ternal world, or converted it into a crowded concourse of restless and 
jostling conceptions. And, at once to crown and certify its madness, 
It has assailed its own temple, the mind — driven out its native occu- 
pants — and converted the abode of reason into the lodging place of 
wandering impressions. These errors and a thousand others equally 
absurd and contradictory, have disgraced the history of philosophy 
in all its departments, logical, mental and physical. It was the 
honor of Socrates, that he was reputed to have brought philosophy 
down from Heaven to reside among men, — but as if error on earth 
were omnipotent, even this heavenly guest, like the frail objects of 
its beneficence, has ever been the unfortunate victim of seduction. 

It would seem that the world, so often misled by the pretensions 
of philosophy, would long since have abandoned it to merited obliv- 
ion ; — that hope so often weaned with delay, and tortured with final 
disappointment, would have expired in despair, and left ill-fated 
man to mingle and die with the brute. But instead of this, every 
disappointment, though followed by greater distrust and caution, 
has yet prompted to increased assiduity in its cultivation ; and as a 
consequence of this it has been constantly advancing towards per- 
fection. As a general science the maxims that should govern its 
investigations are mostly settled. Philosophy has to do with actual 
phenomena. Its object is to observe, compare and classify facts, 
and to deduce from these, principles. Its sole concern is with what 
is revealed and definable. It may discover but cannot originate 
new fects or principles. This is the object of philosophy, simple 
and obvious, it is true, yet sufiiciently neglected to justify distinct 
notice in this essay. From the objects of philosophy it is easy to 
discover its utility. This consists in ascertaining what is fixed and 
uniform in nature, and what is capable of modification and change; 
thus directing industry to its proper end — ^the production of possible 
and beneficial changes. It points out to us all the available re- 
sources of nature — informs us of their value — and teaches the ex- 
tent to which they are subject to human control. By it we learn 
bow to accommodate ourselves to what is established, and to appro- 
priate what is changeable. 

Ancient philosophy was so little connected with practical sub- 
jects, that its errors and absurdities were of little consequence, ex- 
cept as they disturbed the vanity or disappointed the dreams of its 
disciples. But now it has extended to every project of life^ and 
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has its distinct departments. It is the great school in which we 
imbibe or correct all our notions of mind, matter and religion. 
Hence the slightest error or oversight now may be more dbastrous 
in its consequences than the most monstrous reverie of antiquity. 
Then it was in its boyhood. Its extravagances, its follies and its 
airy castles, were all charged upon its youth, and wise men forgot 
them. But now it wears the mien of age and wisdom, and the 
world looks up to it with reverence. For this reason, in propor- 
tion as philosophy has advanced towards truth, have its remaining 
errors been injurious. Science has suffered long from those errors, 
but more than all they have injured religion. Pertaining as that 
does to an infinite Creator and an endless existence, philosophy has 
found in it an ample field for boundless speculation. And the de- 
velopments of this immortal relation, being all locked in the unre- 
vealed future, except so far as facts are necessary to this brief state 
of preparation, philosophy has full license for most capricious con- 
jectures. For, when the subject is of such extent and the facts 
revealed so few, there is little clanger of detection in error, whatever 
may be the extravagance of the speculative adventurer. 

Religion, stung and exasperated at the injuries she has thus receiv- 
ed from a false philosophy, has recoiled upon her enemy, and at times 
so forgotten the maxims of wisdom, as to deny all the pretensions of 
her genuine and equally injured sister. But the time must come, 
when this unnatural separation will terminate. Undoubtedly both 
have erred, and therefore neither is perfect. If men, out of a mis- 
taken adherence to philosophy, will reject religion, alledging that 
under an ever varying character, it has maintained a uniform claim 
to divine and therefore infallible origin, then may religion retort the 
same, and the contest ends in the overthrow of both. The time 
has come for the final encounter. The awakened attention of the 
world, and the accumulated energies of both, proclaim that one or 
the other must fall, or both join hands in eternal reconciliation. 
Philosophy cannot die. Its foundation and its history prove it im- 
mortal. But if religion falls, it leaves our relations to God and im- 
mortality shrouded in darkness — a darkness which philosophy can 
never penetrate, for it is bound by fundamental maxims to the con- 
sideration of revealed facts. If religion falls, a faint twilight lingers 
around existence here, and beyond, — involving night. But neither 
will fall. Both have erred, and concession is becoming to both. 
Philosophy must lay aside its arrogance, and be content to occupy its 
appropnate sphere. As to what lies beyond the limits of human 
discovery, it must listen to the testimony of religion, convinced that 
facts may be revealed by inspired communication, and if revealed, 
may be attested with evidence, in kind and in amount, as satisfactory 
as that of sense or consciousness. 

Religion too, must renounce her contempt for human reason, res- 
pect plulosophy, and welcome its cooperation. Claiming for itself 
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the province of inspiration, it must yield that of nature to philoso- 
phy. And truly, if the great Source of all knowledge has commit- 
ted to her the mysteries of immortality, she may well be contented 
though philosophy presides in the lower school of nature. As 
friends to both, we rejoice in these prospective concessions, and in 
the hope of no distant reconciliation. Still we may be rash ; there 
is yet danger of encroachments on both sides. Religion, weeping 
over the errors and miseries of man, is eager to enlist all her allies 
and hasten to his speedy deliverance. There is danger therefore 
that she will remit her severity in examining the credentials of those 
allies, and by admitting traitors in disguise, expose herself to de- 
sertion in the hour of trial. On the other hand, philosophy, aston- 
ished at its own attainments, and intoxicated with new discoveries 
of its powers, is in danger of self sufficiency. Occupied in tracing 
the progressive steps of nature, it will be liable to neglect religion, 
and incur disappointment when at length it has followed secondary 
causes to their limits, and there shall find its need of a superior 
hand to guide it onward to the great final Cause. As the universe 
is bounded, that limit will be reached, and then philosophy must sit 
down in despair, if she will be independent of a heavenly guide. 
The friends of philosophy and religion have therefore equal need of 
caution in order to bring about their reconciliation, that grand 

"consummation devoutly to be wished." 

Especially does it become the friends of religion to learn what con- 
cessions are demanded of them, and to avoid every hasty act. Re- 
ligion, though consistent with a true philosophy, is not discoverable 
by it. That philosophy is the result of the combined and perfect 
development of reason and observation, — powers, which, fiur as they 
may penetrate, can never comprehend the secret counsels of the 
Deity. It is plain then, that religion stands, if it stand at all, not oo 
philosophy, but upon its own peculiar evidence and authority. Its 
sanctions and its credentials are derived from Him who proposes id 
them His own will as the supreme law of the universe. If He ii 
the author of religion, then He has based it upon that peculiar evi« 
dence. Why then do its advocates resort so much to philosophy, 
and call in that to silence the objections of its adversaries ? If it 
could have been established upon philosophy, it would never have 
been revealed in a manner so extraordinary. Like all other scien- 
ces built upon reason and observation, it would have lain concealed 
till philosophy had stumbled upon and discovered it. But professing 
as it does, for its character a divine origin, and for its claims a divine 
attestation, its friends do it fatal discredit when thev attempt to sus- 
tain any of its peculiar doctrines by other than aivine testimony. 
Their proper business with philosophy is, either to reconcile it with 
religion, or to show by reason and observation that it is false. That 
we may not seem to be assailing a man of straw, we will iUusirate 
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our remarks by reference to a common error of the advocates of re* 
ligton at the present day. They attempt by a skillful analysis to 
show, that in the nature of things, there is a necessity which origi- 
nates and defines evangelical virtue. They find, that in the estab^ 
lished order of nature and the enduring susceptibilities of tbe mind, 
there can be no change — that human conduct is the only variable 
thing in the case, and that this is subject to the free will — and more- 
over that the nature of ttiat conduct must determine the fitness and 
therefore the condition of the soul. Here then is a necessity, and 
if the mind adapts itself to it, it is happy ; if not, it is tormented. 
Hence every wise man will cultivate this adaptation, which is an- 
other term for virtue. There is therefore a necessity for virtue, 
and every man who sees the true nature of things, must feel con- 
strained to be virtuous. Whence then, we ask, does virtue origi- 
nate ? In necessity. And what is that submission which the ra- 
tional man must pay to this necessity ? Prudence, an accommoda- 
tion to circumstances which he cannot modify. And this is called 
virtue ! And he who cherishes it, is flattered with hopes of heaven, 
while he has not an emotion of evangelical faith, the essential sa- 
ving characteristic of genuine virtue — for the i3ith of the gospel is 
neither a belief in evidence, nor a pliant prudence. It is a humble 
trust in tbe Deity as good and wise enough to govern, involving a 
cordial submission to his directions without inquiring their reasons 
or necessity. How fatally does religion mistake, when she leaves 
authority for philosophy. But another and more serious conse^ 
quence of this error is found in its further development. The ene- 
mies of religion, seeing that virtue thus defined, is the *< virtue of 
necessity," and therefore destitute of intrinsic excellence, inquire, 
^^ How can Grod make it the ground of eternal distinction in tbe 
awards of the final judgment." And it is replied that Grod sees 
this necessity, and to it conforms the requirements and sanctions of 
bis law, — nay, that he must do this or be would cease to befriend 
tbe interests of his kingdom. Thus, the independent sovereign of 
the universe is represented as stooping from heaven to inform tbe 

C rostrate victims of an unseen necessity that He too can do nothing 
ut submit to the same inexorable power. And when rebellious 
men complain and ask the reason of their prospective doom, His 
ministers proclaim this apology — '' He cannot do otherwise." 

Philosophy asks, " why should we be virtuous ?" Religion is 
taught by its author to reply, — because God chooses and commands 
it. It asks why will he punish sin ? The answer is, because be 
chooses and threatens to do so. If men will not be satisfied with 
such terms, the defender of the faith is never authorized to propose 
new and more accommodating expositions. By leaving such Ques- 
tions where the Bible leaves them, an opportunity is given for faith. 
By resorting to philosophy, faith is destroyed, and religion dies in 
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its own sanctuary by tbe hands of hs own friends. The noblest off- 
spring of philosophy is prudence, the child of iaith b virtue. It be- 
cocaes the friends of religion therefore to give philosophy its place, 
but never to concede to it the province of revelation, nor receive it 
as a substitute for that authority upon which religioa is founded. 

C. W. 



TO ELIZA. 

TiMR has mown many a clip 
With his long blade, Eliza, 

Since first in early yoath we met, 
And langbeU and played, Eliza. 

And though we're older now, 
And somewhat changed, Eliza, 

Were we, by change or absent years, 
Ever estranged, Eliza 1 

Had memory's mystic chain 

No power to bind, Eliza 1 
Were we not made with feelings, too, 

Nor deaf, nor blind, Eliza 1 

When youVe a happy home 

la the far West, Eliza, 
And when yoor band by other friends 

is warmly pressed, Eliza, 

Shall Memory's eye grow dim. 
And friendship end, Eliza 1 

Will yon not give a moment's thought 
To an old friend, Eliza 1 

One wish — Joy light your eye — 
Hope swell yoar heart, Eliza ! 

One wish — bat daty calls away, 
And we mast part, Eliza. 

Take, then, a simple boon, 

My name to tell, Eliza — 
And if we ne'er may meet again, 

Farewell, farewell, Eliza! 
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LETTERS FROM THE OLD DOMINION. 

No. I. 

Harper's Perry, Va., May % 1887. 

lEY who like ourselves, my dear ♦**♦, have been only ^^Twny 
)roe Travellers/' may perhaps find some gratification in the de- 
ion of the scenes and incidents even of a little travel in one of 
eighboring states. As you requested it, especially, I feel under 
obligations to attempt the unwonted task of a travelling letter 
r ; which I do, however, with the assurance that your kind in« 
mce will make up for the want of intrinsic interest, which, I 
will too greatly characterize my epistles. 
»r the first time, I am in the Old Dominion ; the state in many 
cts so highly distinguished above most others of our Union. Its 
I and its mountains — its limestone caverns, and other remarkable 
al curiosities — ^its salubrious watering places — ^the circumstances 
settlement and infancy — ^the events of our Revolution, of which 
Dia was the theatre — the fact that to that state we owe our 
lington, and Patrick Henry, and Madison, and Marshall, with a 
of our most illustrious patriots and statesmen of the present as 
as of former days — all these, make Virginia the object of no 
(ion interest. We may be allowed to feel a glow of patriotic 
, too, as we remember that the men whom we have named are 
lone Virginia's sons, but those of our common country ; and as 
ass beneath the brow of Monticello, or bend over the tomb of 
XHintry's father, our hearts may well grow indignant at the 
^ht of a dissolution of the union of those who are bound together 
e people, by ties so strong, and recollections so sacred, as those 
1 unite our citizens in interest, in character, and in feeling. 
»terday morning, you remember, when we left home, the cloudi* 
ind coolness of the weather promised us but little pleasure from 
irst day's Maying. As we steamed it rapidly down the noble 
ware, we passed in quick succession the southern front of our 
iful city, its Navy Yard, Fort Mifflin, and the Lazaretto. The 
try on each side of the river, which is too level ever to appear in* 
ting, seemed particularly dull at this time, from the absence of the 
ire usual at this season. Wilmington, on our right, appeared to 
roost below the level of the water ; and the course oi the beau* 
Christiana, at whose junction with the Brandywine the town is 
led, could only be marked by the sails which here and there 
t be seen through the openings in the woods. Before we ar- 
at Newcastle, where we were to transfer ourselves to the rail- 
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road cars for Frenchtown, the sun had dispersed the clouds, and 
under a clear sky we were rapidly and pleasantly transported across 
the peninsula. By 3 P. M. we had sailed down the Chesapeake, 
delivered our passengers for Norfolk and Richmond to the steamer 
that was in waiting near the mouth of the Patapsco, and had reached 
the Monumental city. 

We had sufficient time in the afternoon to perambulate through 
the pleasantest streets of the city, under the guidance of a kind Bal- 
timorean friend, with whom we visited the Monuments and the Ca- 
thedral, which have so often been described that I need only men- 
tion them. The manner in which we spent a delightful evening will 
be narrated at some other time, as since the ** right of search" has 
been deputed to all our postmasters, it would hardly be safe to run 
the risk of exposure by committing it to the mail. Suffice it to say, 
that it was in the company of an esteemed friend from Philadelphia, 
whom we chanced to meet in our walk, and in as good a place as 
the lecture room of the Rev. Dr. H.'s church. We may venture 
to add, that an evening spent at a Baltimore ^' fair,'' confirmed our 

Erevious impression of the deservedly high reputation of Baltimore 
eauty. 
Expecting to spend a few days in B. on our homeward route, and 
disposed to lose no time in reaciiing a warmer dime by moving fiu^ 
ther south, we started at six this morning for this place. The rail 
road, which has been in operation for some months, was not in veiy 
good order ; and indeed, we should think it difficult to keep it in good 
order for any considerable length of time, on account of the great 
number of curves in the road. As the morning was cool, though 
clear, we were compelled to keep up the windows of the cars, so 
that we were debarred from the sight of much of the beautiful scene- 
ry that lies on each side of the road. In about an hour and a half, 
we stopped to breakfast at Ellicott's Mills, where we were again 
obliged to regret the diminution of the beauty of the surrouDding 
country, occasioned by the entire absence of foliage from the forest 
trees. Soon after 12 o'clock, M. we parted with those of our fel- 
low passengers whose course was towards Wheeling, Va. and " the 
West," who here turned to the northwest, on the branch of the rail 
road from Fredericktown, Md. The country hereabouts began to 
assume new interest from the presence of the mountains, a feature 
of the landscape which proves a source of endless variety, and, to 
me, of unwearied pleasure. 

About twelve miles from this place, at the Point of Rocks, we 
came in sight of the Potomac. From this point the rail road runs 
along the bank of the river, and follows the windings of its beautiful 
and rapid stream. To lay the rails it has been necessary, in manv 
places, to cut out the solid rock ; and we had thus, on the one hand, 
the overhanging cliff for many feet above us, and on the other, and 
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as far below, the river kept up its incessant and pleasing murmur, as 
it dasbed over the rocks so thickly scattered throughout its bed. 
The scenery here is not dissimilar to that which may be observed 
from the canal on the banks of the Susquehannah, above Harris- 
burg, though the latter is greatly inferior in beauty, since the moun- 
tains there are neither so extensive, so lofty, nor so bold. 

Almost the first object that attracted our notice when near the 
town, was a neat and even handsome church, seated on a lofty hill 
immediately back of the village ; and we soon formed the determi- 
nation to pay it an early visit, as its location promised us a very ex- 
tensive view of the surrounding country. We crossed the Potomac 
on the rail road bridge, and at about 3 P. M. took up our comforta- 
ble quarters in the National Hotel, kept by Mr. Gibson. The views 
from the windows of this house are such as are afforded by few oth- 
ers in the United States. Opposite one, on the east, is a lofty 
mountain, at whose base rolls the Potomac, rushing to its junction 
with the Shenandoah. From another, is seen the view usually giv- 
en in engravings of this place ; and of which they will afibrd you 
a clearer idea than you could gain from any description of mine, 
though pen and pencil are alike inadequate to give you even a faint 
conception of its beauty and grandeur. 

As soon as we were somewhat rested, and had dined, we sought 
the hill before mentioned, the base of which was but a few rods dis- 
tant from our hotel. We ascended it by means of natural steps, or, 
rather, steps cut in the rock. The church itself lost much of its in- 
terest to us, when we discovered that it was dedicated to the super- 
stitions of the Romanists : they certainly have displayed most ex- 
cellent taste and judgment, however, in the selection of this spot for 
the edifice. 

From the steps of the church, and at an elevation perhaps of two 
hundred feet from the river, we had a view more beautiful than any 
I had ever beheld. We were on a mountain and surrounded by 
mountains. On our right, was a ridge, extending before and behind 
us as far as the eye could reach ; and on whose slopes the clouds 
by their shadows were producing an ever changing contrast of light 
and shade, heightened by the varied coloring of the forests, from the 
dark ever-green of the pines and cedars, to the bright spring-green 
of the more advanced brush and other trees that were just putting 
out their leaves and blossoms. Between us and the mountain flowed 
the Shenandoah, whose shallow but clear waters reflected firom the 
mountains and the passing clouds every hue, and the constant mu- 
sic of whose falls, mellowed by the height to which it rose, cons|n- 
red to produce an effect in the highest degree delightful. At our 
feet lay the town, separated by the Potomac from the opposite moun- 
tain ; and the two rivers here meeting at right angles flow on in one 
wider stream, till lost to the sight by a sudden turn around the base 
of a not distant mountain. 

TOi«. II. 86 
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Lieaving the church we ascended the bill still ilinheri where we 
observed a masonic hall, that appeared to be used, alsOi as a school 
house. Still higher, on the very summit of the hill, is a burying- 
ground : an appropriate spot, indeed, as though they would place 
the very bodies of their dead, as near to heaven as possible. 

To-morrow morning, we intend visiting the Table rock, on which 
Jefierson is said to have lain whilst writing his most eloquent descrip- 
tion of this place, contained in his Notes on Virginia. Lest yoo 
may not have read it, I will transcribe it ; if you have not, though 
no other part of the letter prove interesting, this I think wUl reptj 
you for the time that you have devoted to its perusal. 

*' The passage of the Potomac through the Blue Ridge,'' says 
the philosopher, '' is one of the most stupendous scenes in nauue. 
You stand on a very high point of land. On your right comes up 
the Shenandoah, having ranged along the foot of the mountain an 
hundred miles to seek a vent. On your left approaches the Poto- 
mac in quest of a passage also. In the moment of their junction 
they rush together against the mountain, rend it asunder and pass 
off to the sea. * * * But the distant 6nishing which nature has given 
to the picture, is of a very different character. It is a true contnst 
to the fore-ground. It is as placid and delightful, as that is wild and 
tremendous. For the mountain being cloven asunder, she presents 
to your eye, through the cleft, a small catch of smooth blue bori^ 
son, at an infinite distance in the plain country, inviting yoo, as h 
were, from the riot and tumult roaring around, to pass through the 
Iireach and participate of the calm below." 

My next letter will probably be written from Staunton, Augusts 
County, which we hope to reach this week. 

Your sincere finend, 

& 



EPILE60MENA. 

Many and strange events have transpired, dear reader, and diven 
changes have taken place, since thy perusal of the last namber of 
Ibe xale Literary Magazine. Not a few of these are worthy of tbv 
Mtice as (acts connected with college histmy, and these we wham 
briefly enumerate. " Be it remembered " then, by thyself and aH 
concerned, " that on the twenty fifth day of April, A. D. 1887, and 
in the sixty first year of the independence of the United States of 
America," the doors of the college chapel were opened agreeably to 
notice, at eight o'clock, A. M. for the Junior exUbitioii. The «► 
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dience presented an array of beauty and intelligence well fitted to 
inspire those who should make their dibut on this interesting ooca* 
sion ; in fact, the exhibition audience {graces a son goui !) is always 

Jiuite select. The exercises of the day were conducted in the usual 
orm. After the venerable President had taken his chair, an anthem 
was sung by the choir with their accustomed taste and skilL Suf- 
fice it to say, that in the performance of this and of other anthems 
during the day, but especially of *' Miriam's Song," the Beethoven 
Society gained much credit. The instrumental music also, which 
was performed at intervals, did honor to those concerned in it ; thua 
proving that the fine arts can be cultivated even in college. Ora- 
tions and dissertations on various subjects, dramatic pieces, collo- 
quies both serious and humorous, and a poem, made an agreeable 
variety in the exhibition. To enter into particulars here would be 
invidious ; the exhibition in general was creditable. Nor shall we 
institute a comparison between it and those of former years ; lest we 
might wrong our worthy predecessors, who acquitted themselves so 
nobly in their turn. One word upon the propriety of such exhibi- 
tioDS. Notwithstanding the many objections urged against them, 
we regard the fact that the wisdom and experience of the fathers of 
our institution have established and still sanction them, as a strong 
argument a priori in their favor. It is true that much time and la- 
bor are spent in '^ getting up" an exhibition, and that these items 
are seldom duly appreciated ; yet the mental discipline gained in 
preparation, and the advantage of appearing thus eariy in public, 
more than compensate for any such expense. The question of col- 
lege honors refers more property to Commencements than to Junior 
exhibitions: we only maintain, that if the former are continued, the 
latter should be. The general style and character of the pieces is 
lighter and more entertaining at the Exhibition than at Commence- 
ment ; at least the sadness of the parting hour, which solemnizes the 
one occasion, is not felt upon the other, in fine, let not the Junior 
exhibition be done away with ; it forms, as it were, a resting place 
in our course, to which we may recur with many grateful remem- 
brances. 

Reader, thou hast doubtless ere this visited the library room of 
thy Society. Here too hath been a change. Thou seest, — but 
hold ! we must explain to those who have no communion within 
these walls. Know, then, profaniy qui procul abesHif that there are 
in connection with this institution three general literary societies, 
embracing all the classes. To each of these is attached a library ; 
and the aggregate of the volumes in the three is sixteen thousand, 
distinct of course from the college library. The respective library 
rooms have recently been enlarged, and neatly fitted up with alcoves, 
so that a much greater number of volumes can be accommodated. 
These improvements, and the libraries themselves, speak well for 
the enterprise and literary taste of our little community. 
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Reader, thou hast doubtless marked with us the pleasing change 
which hath occurred in the appearance of the '^ city of elms ;" how 
that during our absence 

Spiiog hath his verdant mantle spread 
O'er sleeping Nature's icy bed ; 
And flow'rets fresh with reraal bloom, 
Hare waked to life from winter's tomb. 

Hast thou stood and admired the arch of overhanging elms which 
adorns Temple street, and whose rich waving tapestry is so enchant- 
ing ? Hast thou strolled to East Rock, and rested thee in the ** seat 
of happiness ?" If so, thou knowest the change of which we speak ; 
if not, thou hadst better hasten to retrieve thine error, lest tbou 
sbouldst lose the reputation of having a soul. Complain not then, 
after this enumeration, ofwant of change, even in these times. 

Bear with us, reader, but a little longer, while we discourse to 
thee of our own humble selves. Who we are, and what are our 
professions, thou hast doubtless learned from our inaugural address. 
Or, if thou hast had the presumption to pass it by unheeded, recur 
to it forthwith, and then for penance recommence this article. Quid 
ceaasl festinato! ere we knit our editorial brow. * * * 

Now that thou knowest thus much of us, we e'en would tell thee 
more. The solemn ceremonies of our induction to office must not 
be exposed to public view ; yet thou may'st for once intrude into 
our meeting for business. It was the first time we had assembled 
in our official capacity, and we proceeded before organization to 
scrutinize the furniture of our neat domicil. The center table was 
covered with periodicals, which we inherit by an ancestral claim. 
The '* American Monthly Magazine," the '' Baltimore Monument," 
the " New York Mirror," the " Philadelphia Mirror," the " South- 
em Literary Messenger," the ''Maine Monthly Magazine," the 
" American Historical Magazine," and others displaying equal tal- 
ent, all of recent dates, were in their appropriate places. The 
"Knickerbocker" and ''Harvardiana" have not of late been re- 
ceived ; we hope that this delinquence is not the fault of our Maga- 
zine. The '' Report of the Connecticut Medical Society," with an 
able address by Dr. Miner, was also upon our table. Our pleasant 
examination of these well-conducted periodicals was interrupted by 
a shout from Caius, who, led by curiosity, had stretched his cane to 
the top of the secretary — a piece of furniture, not our worthy officer 
of that name, (i. e. myself,) who always writes his name with an S— 
and had disturbed the '' great rejected," who for months had there 
reposed in dust. Imagine our horror as paper after paper flew down 
upon us, to the imminent peril of our coats, and demanded immedu 
ate publication ! '' Truly," thought we, '' the spirits of the dead 
are about to visit on us the iniquity of our fathers." The solemn, 
"might-hear-a-pin-drop" silence which ensued was at length thus 
broken by Caius. 
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<' I am not much surprised, gentlemen, at this apparently mvste- 
rious yisitation, when I reflect that I was about to relate an incident 
little to the credit of some of the ^ rejected.' It occurred in a stage 
coach, and I will read from my note book a brief account of it, 
which I noted at the time. The principal actors in the scene were 
a young lady recently from a boarding school, and a pedagogue, 
who, as we shall see, was a man of ' considerable function.' It hap- 
pened very unfortunately for the good name of our college period- 
ical, that each of these personages had acquired somewhat of their 
knowledge within the limits of this lovely city, and each therefore 
felt at liberty to speak, as of household things, of whatever was 
ibund therein. The conversation was somewhat after this manner* 

Young Lady, I am surprised that a periodical conducted by the 
students of Yale College, should exhibit so little talent as is found 
in the pages of the Magazine. 

Pediagogue. You need not be surprised. When J was in college, 
an attempt was made to sustain such a periodical, but /did not find 
time to write for it, and it went down. Such individuals as myself, 
at the present time, who are able to give character to such a paper, 
will not condescend to have their writings criticised by every brain- 
less wit in college. 

Young Lady. Why then do they suffer it to drag out a miserable 
existence, when it is evident to every one that the reputation of col- 
lege is endangered by the foolish trash issued by its students ? 

Editor, incog. Madam, have you any acquaintances in college ? 

Young Lady, {avec hauteur.) I have, sir, many in the Senior 
class ; none in the lower classes. 

Editor, incog. Do not iheir articles in the Magazine give evi- 
dence of some talent ? 

Young Lady. They have often assured me (hat they would 
never condescend to write for the thing. 

Editor, incog. And, madam, who are these high-minded young 
men? 

Young Lady. Why, there is from New York, 

from Massachusetts, besides and from Connecticut. 

Editor, incog. Well, madam, since they have pursued a course 
so imgenerous, and injurious not only to the character of the Maga- 
zine, but of the college, I feel myself at liberty to say, that by a ref- 
erence to the covers of the late numbers of the Magazine, you will 
discover the cause of their hostility. Now, is it not a matter of jus- 
tice to all concerned, that those students in whose sight the Maga- 
zine does not find favor should frankly acknowledge the cause of 
their dislike ? If they do not, let them be shown the * Notice to 
Correspondents.' 

'* Justice, most righteous justice," exclaimed Beppo. 

''Amen," responded all. 
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After this narrative Caius assumed the rodlrtfig^cbair of state, tDcl 
whacking the afore-mentioned cane upon the table, directed the 
'* coffin" to be brought forth. 

<< How shall the contents of the 'coffin' be disposed of?" qoodi 
Caius. 

** LfCt them be read," responded Beppo, eager for distioctioD. 

*' First then, gentlemen, we have a poem, entitled <Tbe Indian.' 
It commences in a strain of sublimity well adapted to so noble a 
subject :" 

" High on ihe moontain top he stood ; 

Sanreying far below Uie crowd 
Of English, who with daontleas step 

Moved onward as a cloud." 

Here the president's voice faltered ; — Zotoff sighed involuntarily 
as his thoughts recurred to the march of the French against Mos- 
cow ; — Nung Boah, seizing the president's cane so as to have at 
least the insignia of office, paced the room, vainly striving to hide 
his emotions beneath his editorial dignity ; — while the remaining two 
manifested absolutely no feeling, — a stoicism excusable only because 
they were themselves enveloped in the cloudy not of English, but of 
their Havana exhalations. Caius was at length somewhat revived 
by a sip of water, and after wiping hb eyes, proceeded with some 
degree of calmness till the following stanza. 

" The bomiDg tear stroUed down his cheek, 

Attended by a sigh ; 
For his heart so high did beat, 

Expecting soon to die." 

Be astonished all ye that have human sympathies, when ye learn 
that Alcibiades, with the utmost nonchalance^ here proposed to ex- 
amine '' Stewart on the Mind," in connection with some writer on 
Anatomy, in order to discover the effect of expectations on the pul- 
sations of the heart. A general burst of indignation at so monstrous 
a proposal prevented any farther remarks from that gentleman dur- 
ing the evening. How inspiriting was the description of the prepa- 
ration for battle, which followed. We heard the rolling drum, the 
trumpet's call, the '' cannon's thundering roar ;" but our hearts were 
doomed to be saddened by a recital of the catastrophe. 

" He views his warriors giving way 

Before the victorious foe; — 
My wife ! my children! where are th^l 

Can they be dead ? oh no !" 

We could endure it no longer ; the lid of the " coffin '* closed me- 
chanically over ** The Indian," who fell to rise no more. • . . 

A sonnet was next announced. We hailed its appearance with 
joy ; but the contrast between it and its predecessor was so barrow- 
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iDg to our feelings that — ** I move/' said Nung — << Second that mo- 
tion/' feiterated three voices, — 

" 1 move, Caius,— -excuse me, Mr. Pres'*— 

** Yes sir, thank you for my cane," interrupted the president, evi- 
dently nettled. " Oh ! a thousand pardons, I had forgotten that" — 

^^ X our motion, sir," thundered Caius. 

** I move, then, in short, I move that the contents of that box re^ 
main ^ under consideration.'" 

And here the record saith ** passed unanimously, by a silent as- 
sent, well becoming the solemnity of the act." 

" I have in my hand," said the president, '^ several communica- 
tions which I have received in various ways. The 6rst is a treatise 
on * Anatomica-philanthropica-perpetua-hydrophobia, in two vol- 
umes octavo.' " Of this the record only saith, '< After the table of 
contents, be. had been read, this elaborate production was referred to 
a special committee, to be issued in an extra number at the expense 
of the author." The further proceedings of the meeting may be 
learned from the perusal of the preceding pages. It was now late, 
and an adjournment was more than hinted at, when Nung Boab 
arose, and spoke to the following effect. " Mr. President and Gen- 
tlemen, now that all other ^matter' is disposed of, I beg leave to 
mention a matter of much importance : it is nothing less than the 
election of an assistant to the editor-in chief — a frown from the 
chair discomBted him for a moment, but he proceeded — '' not that I 
mean any disparagement to that worthy officer ; no, gentlemen, he 
is fully adequate to his task. But let us not impose the drudgery 
of the office on him ; let us rather choose for this one who shall be 
subservient to him, and render what assistance he shall direct." 

Now whether Nung Boah imagined that his relation to the '^ ce- 
lestial empire" entitled him to be '^commander in chief of the edi- 
torial forces," and whether he therefore made his proposal through 
^Dvy, is a matter of doubt to the fraternity, and must remain a his- 
torical ambiguity to perplex future generations. It is evident that 
he changed the tone ot his remarks when he observed the fresi" 
debt's frown, and as " a soft answer tumeth away wrath," that wor- 
thy officer smiled again, and the motion to elect a secretary pre- 
vailed. On the first ballot the votes were declared to be as totkms. 

Nung Boah, 2 

Zotoff, 1 

Alcibiades, 1 

Total, . . 4 

Caius declared that no choice had been made, though Nung ex- 
pressed it as his firm conviction that in one sense there was a ma- 
jority, while in another sense there might not be a majoritv. Here- 
upon Zotoff and Alcibiades declined being candidates, but Nung 
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Boab, thinking that no man could in honor decline beiog a 
didate, nor when a candidate, could he in lionor give his vole far 
any other man, wisely consented to run again. On the seoond bal- 
loting, therefore, the votes were as follows. 

Nung Boah, 2 

Beppo, 1 

Total, . . 3 

Whereupon Nung Boah was declared to be duly elected. Whether 
be treated or not, dear reader, is of little consequence to thee* 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

« R. S." " Q." and " Terence," are declined. 

" Gracchus" is too much of a reformer. His views might aooorf 
with those of some village demagogue, but they are unsuited to the 
taste, and unworthy the attention of our readers. 

''The Victim" is under consideration. The author u requested 
to call at our room next Tuesday evening, at eight o'clock. 

''A Fragment" is not needed ''to fill up any vacancy m the 
pages of the Magazine." 

"The Author's Dream" is respectfully declined. N— hasnoC 
done himself justice. If he would condense his piece, and express 
his ideas with more perspicuity, we should be happy to hear fiom 
bim again. 

" A." might improve his translation of Horace by comparing it 
with that of Francis. 

The request of the author of " Sea Music" is complied with. 

The author of " Lamentations" may never become an Ovid, hot 
if be perseveres he will most undoubtedly secure bis object, tar wlat ' j 
maiden is so obdurate as not to be moved by strains like the fbUonF- . 
ing. 

" Thc.v regarded not my strngglei 

And ihcy cared not for my cries, 
Or ihe tears which like a moimtnin stream 

Flowed down from both my eyes. 

" I canuut live wiihoui her, 

I know I never i.aii, 
O coil 111 I be about her. 

And at her elbow stand." 
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ANCIENT AND MODERN REPUBLICS. 

The influence of literature upon individual and national charac- 
ter is no longer questioned or disregarded. The time has been, 
when the arbitrary will of one man constituted the only law, when 
the people acted no other part in the great machinery of govem- 
meot, than to be the passive recipients of the impulses of others, 
ibat the education of the chief, was all that was absolutely necessary 
fiir the proper direction of public affairs. But when this unnatural 
state of society was changed, when the people began to recover 
their natural and invaluable rights, then the prosperity, the very ex- 
istence of the government depended upon the intelligence of the 
people. 

That we may duly appreciate the difference between the intel- 
lectual condition of the citizens of ancient republics and our own, 
we roust carefully divest ourselves of all those prejudices, which our 
systems of education so naturally create and cherish. In the very 
commencement of our literary course, we are taught to repeat the 
names and rehearse the productions of a Cicero and a Demosthenes ; 
to dwell with pleasure upon the beauties of Virgil, and the bold 
imagery of Homer. The mind unconsciously acquires a reverence 
for these authors ; and this reverence invests even the age and the 
country in which they lived, with a sanctity that ill disposes us to re- 
ceive the truth concerning the intellectual character of their fellow 
mtisens. The glowing descriptions of the " golden age of Litera- 
ture,'* and of the '^ abodes of the muses," so frequently to be found 
in our literary addresses, tend to encourage this impression among 
those who from their education are not disposed, or from their cir- 
cumstances are not able to investigate the subject ; and they soon 
believe that the distinguished men so frequently alluded to, were but 
the indexes of their age, representing favorably it is true, but yet 
correctly, the condition of the people. 

If this error was one only of opinion, one which exerted its influ- 
ence merely on the individual, it might be disregarded, but when it is 
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used to prop up the tottering fabric of aristocracy , to iDtimidate the 
frieuds of the people, then it becomes a subject worthy the attea- 
tion of every philanthropist. 

Let us not be charged with a want of respect for the distinguished 
orators and statesmen, philosophers and poets, painters and sculp- 
tors of antiquity. Their works yet exist, monuments of their taste 
and talent ; the judgment of many ages has fixed upon them a 
character which will only be increased by the approval of poster- 
ity. They labored assiduously to elevate the condition of their fel- 
low citizens, and their labor was not unrewarded, although its resolts 
were not those calculated to promote the political interests of their 
respective nations. 

In Athens, philosophy and the fine arts reached their perfection; 
to Athens then we may look for the most favorable literary condi- 
tion of the people. It is said that its citizens '* spent their time in 
nothing else, but either to tell or to hear some new thing." 

If the people were thus devoted to the acquisition and communi- 
cation of knowledge, it might be supposed that they would have 
posessed sufficient of it to enable them to perform the duties of free- 
men. But where shall we look for their instructors, those who were 
to teach them the principles of political science and their applica- 
tion ? To the dramatists of the day, the servile flatterers of the 
basest passions of human nature ? And yet these exerted a power- 
ful influence over the community, these were the objects of univer- 
sal regard, of unbounded applause. Or shall we look to the phi- 
losophers whose frequent collisions before the people may be suppo- 
sed to have elicited some truth ? Information may have been gained 
concerning the various doctrines of the difl[erent sects of philosophers, 
but what great truths in morals or in politics, what that is calculated 
to make men wiser or better ever proceeded from them ? Their 
public discussions partook of the nature of mere sectarian controver- 
sies, and their proudest displays of genius consisted in entangling ao 
opponent in the mazes of .their syllogisms and sophistries. These 
were the exhibitions of the proud sophists of Greece, which were to 
fit the community to be freemen ! Little as was the connection be- 
tween the tenets of these philosophers, and the fundamental princi- 
ples of freedom, yet if the great mass of the people had been taught 
even in these, no slight advantage would have resulted to the state. 
The human mind once excited and disciplined, can easily conform 
itself to the exigencies of any case, and thus the discipline caused 
by even the most visionary of the sophists, might have been the 
means of disseminating truth, and establishing liberty on a basis, 
which even the corrupting influence of Persian gold could not have 
undermined. 

The citizens of Greece were not favored with even this indirect 
safeguard of their freedom. Only a select few of their wealthiest 
citizens could be admitted within the enclosures of knowledge, while 
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the many were permitted to gather their information from the little 
which WBS scattered in the public controversies. Until the time of 
Alexander the great, until the glory of the republics had departed, 
ud the despot had seized upon the government, no public pro vis- 
ioD was made for the education of the people. The Sophists were 
the only teachers of wisdom. How could it be possible that pure 
streams should flow from such fountains? Who would not have 
expected that a people thus taught, would have one day banished a 
Demosthenes, and another condemned a Socrates to death. 

This then was the condition of the citizens of Greece ; of a re- 
public famed above all the nations of antiquity for its reGnement ; of 
Greece, at the very mention of which, a crowd of classic recoliec- 
tioDs thicken upon the mind of every scholar ; of Greece, the abode 
of the muses, the birth-place of liberty. 

The earliest records of Greece inform us that the people were of 
a disposition and habits favorable to the cultivation of literature ; 
the founders of Rome were a company of banditti. The earlier 
Romans were warriors ; to conquer the world was their ambition. 
Whatever tended to secure this result was noble, whatever did not 
was unworthy of their attention. Literature could not exist under 
such auspices, and we find that until near the termination of the re- 

Eblic, no attention was bestowed upon it. The proud spirit of a 
Hnan could not stoop to explore the mysteries of sciences culti- 
vated among a conquered people. Even after the philosophy of 
Greece had been introduced, he committed to his slaves the lab(H* 
of the mind, while he reserved to himself the nobler exercise of the 
body. This was the prevailing spirit of the Roman people during 
the existence of the republic. Many of the works which are now 
perused with the greatest delight by every classical scholar, were the 
productions of those who wore the insignia of slavery. The sports 
of the amphitheater were supported at the public expense, while the 
disciples of philosophy were banished from the kingdom. Could a 
nation thus disposed ever become the patron of the arts and scien- 
ces ? It was not until the original character of the people had been 
changed by the destruction of rival Carthage, and by the intorduc- 
tioo of her wealth, not until the last vestige of a republic was lost 
in the rule of the Caesars, that a Virgil and a Horace arose, and by 
their brilliant displays of genius, attracted the attention of the Em- 
perors. The Golden age of Roman Literature, of which mention is 
80 frequently made, did not commence until the time of the second 
Punic war, and terminated in the reign of Augustus. Liet no one 
mistake the character of this golden age, and suppose that during it, 
the people were basking in the meridian light of literature. The 
distinguished authors above named and their cotemporaries gave a 
character to the age, yet they shed but a pale and flickering light 
around their paths while living. Their immortal productions were 
rehearsed only in the ear of royalty, and before a fiiw friends who 



eojojed the rof al bvor. The gremt mas of the co mmun ity prefer- 
red the exbibfUoo of gUdtators, to the refined beauties of the Maih 
tuao bardy the grorelling pleasures of sense to the high eniojiDcats 
of a cultirated intellect. Minds thus debased were ill adipted to 
cherish the expanded principles which lie at the iboocbtioo of trae 
liberty — were only fitted to adorn the serrile dependents of selfish 
tyrants. 

Let OS turn to the consideration of the literary cbarader of Amer- 
icans. 

The haughty aristocrats of Europe scoff at the idea of a lifcffatore 
existing in tlie republican wilds of the west ; they point to their 
Newton and Laplace, to their Addison and Shakspeare, and tfion|rfi- 
antly ask for a parallel among our philosophers or writers. And 
is it a matter of surprise that a nation which but yesterday spniag 
into existence should not compete in the number, and eiiiditiQn of 
its learned men, with those nations which hare existed far centnries, 
and are now tottering on the last stages of their existence ? It is 
admitted that we hare but few men whose whole lives have been 
devoted to the prosecution of some favorite study, or the devdop- 
ment of some cherished theory ; that our poets have not equalled t 
Milton, or our prose writers, a Scott ; but in the causes of this state 
of things, we find much of which we may be proud. It is not oar 
intention to follow out this branch of our subject at the present 
time, since it has been seen in the examination of the literature of 
Greece and Rome, that the existence of a few renowned for thdr 
genius and leamiog could not save the state bom ruin. 

The main feature in the contrast, and that on which the hopes for 
our liberties depend, is the universal dissemination of knowledge 
among ail classes of the community. Where every man exerts a 
proportionate influence in the administration of the government, 
every man must be educated to discbarge thb high trust. In the 
press, that mighty engine of intellectual power, we discover the in- 
strument which will effect this result. Had this existed in former 
times, how different would have been the history of ancient repub- 
lics — how changed the condition of mankind. The thunderings of 
royal wrath are unheeded — ^the prophecies of sycophantic courtiers 
disregarded, when the people are shielded by this enemy of tyran- 
ny, this champion of truth. 

Throughout the whole length and breadth of our continent, a 
thousand free presses are daily sending forth instruction. The 
means of education are brought to the doors of the humblest peas- 
ant, and he is urged to avail himself of their advantages. Plans for 
effecting a more universal dissemination of intelligence are being 
devised and put into operation, and all the resources of the state, 
aided by private zeal, must soon secure the wished-for result. 

The latest reports show that but comparatively few of our citisens 
are not acquainted with the first principles of an educatkiQ. The 
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great mass have already reached that point, where they can fully 
realize the superior advantages of a free government. The senti- 
fneot of the poet, 

" For fonns of goTernment let fools contest, 
Wbale'er is best administered is best," 

finds no favor in their sight. Firmly attached to the forms as well 
as the substance of free governments, they will ever remain the 
firm champions of equal rights. Nor need we fear the return of 
mental anci political darkness. The mind of man has been aroused 
from a state of lethargy, it has understood and appreciated the high 
powers with which it has been invested, the destiny which awaits it. 
The last expiring throes of ignorance and tyranny will soon be wit- 
nessed, and hand in hand they will leave a world which, by their 
united counsels, has been too long enslaved. 

The influence of the religious views of a people upon their po- 
litical prosperity ought not to be disregarded. When the move- 
ments of fleets and armies, the consideration of the most urgent 
matters of state, and in short every act of individuals or of the na- 
tion depended upon the interpretation of some mysterious couplet, 
or the peculiar appearance of the various parts of animals, it is not 
surprising that the most favorable opportunities were frequently lost, 
important interests endangered, and liberty finally destroyed. 

The mythology of ancient times may have tended to beautify 
their poetry and elevate their graver productions, but its influence 
upon the hearts of its believers was deadly as the Simoom of the 
desert. While a Jupiter ruled over Olympus, or a Pluto in the in- 
fernal regions, where was the security against parricide? Amid the 
orgies of Bacchus, or the license of the Saturnalia, how could tem- 
perance or moderation find encouragement or support ? And yet 
not a divinity in the ancient mythology can be pointed out, whose 
character was not blackened by some odious crime, whose worship 
was not disgraced by some revolting ceremonies. 

From the natural constitution of the human mind, it is assimilated 
in its views and feelings to the objects which it contemplates. It 
might be expected, therefore, that minds debased by the frequent 
contemplation of heathen divinities, would not be fitted to appre- 
ciate the great and ennobling principles of liberty. 

Some wise men of antiquity did, indeed, discover the utter folly 
of the popular superstitions, but their influence upon the minds of 
men was so great, and so firmly established, that no one dared to 
expose them. It was reserved for the divine author of the Chris- 
tian religion to free the minds of men from this degrading servitude 
to oracles and auguries, and raise them to the consideration of ob- 
jects and ends worthy an immortal being. 

Man is no longer called upon to regard himself as the object upon 
which a thousand tyranu are exercising their capricious wuls, but as 
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existing under a government administered according to tbe strictest 
rules of equity. And is it to be supposed that men, taught from 
their infancy to reverence such a government, will long submit to 
the tyranny of fellow-mortals? No; wherever Christianity has 
come, 

" There freedom came; where dwelt, there freedom dwelt, 
Ruled where she ruled, expired where she expired." 

Here, then, is the foundation of our hopes. Our government 
rests on the broad basis of eternal truth ; and while we adhere to 
the principles of our Pilgrim Fathers, we will not fear for the re- 
sult. Let us not be pointed to the Christian republics of Europe as 
proofs that the influence of our religion cannot preserve the govern- 
ment. The union of church and state, alike fatal to each, has been 
the cause of their present moral condition. When tbe first princi- 
ple of Christianity, that a people shall choose their own pastors, is 
violated ; when political men, with all the corrupting influences of 
their station, are allowed to impose such religious teachers as they 
please on the community, what can be expected but a time-serving 
clergy, a formal and corrupt churcl), a profligate and abandoned 
people? 

Let us preserve our religious and political institutions separate from 
each other, and thus we shall secure their purity, and derive irom 
tbem all those rich blessings which they are so well fitted to bestow. 



THE SEA NYMPH'S SONG.« 

I STOOD upon the desert ocean's shore, 
Delighted gazing on a bearing sea, 

And listening to its deep, unceasing roar; 
And as the rolling surf dash'd heavily 
Upon the strand with foaming crests and high, 

Methoaght upon the waves was borne along, 
A sweet, though wild and distant melody, 

Which seemed arising from the depths among. 
And on my ear fell clear this flowing tide of song. 

' Tbe deep, deep sea is the water-nymph's home, 
And through its blue billows freely we roam, 
While we have no care all the livelong day, 
But to sport together as we wander away 
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Among ceral grottoes,— o'er sands snow-white, 
Where the diamond sparkling with dazzling light, 
And the mingled dost of silver and gold, 
Their treasures display of price antold.' 

Chorus of Nymphs. 

' O happy are we, 

The nymphs of the sea, 
No sorrow, nor care, nor pain we know ; 

We sing with high glee, 

As, fearless and free. 
Through ocean's bine depths we langhing go.' 

' The palace where the Sea Nymph dwells 
Is of coral rock and rarest shells. 
And the floors are of gold and silver made, 
With sapphire, and topaz, and pearls inlaid, 
And the walls with sparkling gems are bright, 
Flashing with every color of light, 
And pillars of marble uphold the dome. 
Stainless and white as the ocean's foam. 

* No storm sweeps over our watery sky. 

No clouds of dull mist go flitting by, 

But all is as calm as upper air, 

When a zephyr's breath is floating there. 

No ocean monsters our homes infest, 

Nor discord nor strife our peace molest, 

For down in the depths below the blue waters. 

The spirit of love has placed her fair daughters.' 

Chorus, 

* O happy are we, 

The nymphs of the sea. 
No sorrow, nor pain, nor care we know. 

We sing with high glee. 

As, fearless and free. 
Through ocean's blue depths we laughing go.' 

Slow died away upon the ocean-gale 

This song of wild, unearthly melody. 
Again I listened — ^nothing save the wail 

Of gulls and sea-mews crying mournfully, 

And the deep murmur of the heaving sea. 
Fell on my ear — the enchanting strains were gone. 

But as the wind again came sweeping by. 
The expiring notes revived — the breeze pass'd on — 
I stood upon the shore, deserted and alone. 
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THE VICTIM. 

The violent oppression with which the Christians had been 
afflicted during the reign of Nero and Domitiani had long since ter- 
minated. The reign of Nerva had been marked by a cessatioo 
from the severe proceedings of his predecessors, and the mildness 
that attended the accession of Trajan to the empire, promised to 
their troubled minds a degree of tranquillity which they bad never 
yet experienced ; and they fondly hoped for a long continuation of 
it. But it would seem as though hatred towards the early espous- 
ers of the Christian faith was deeply ingrafted in every Roman 
breast, for ere long the Emperor relaxed from the show of lenity 
which he had at first manifested towards them, and persecution 
again drove them from more open communication with their friends, 
to seek the wild groves on the banks of the Tiber, and the dreary 
retirements which the outskirts of the city afforded them, to ofier 
up their simple devotions to the God of their trust. 

It was on a mild and beautiful eve, that succeeded a day which 
had been uncommonly oppressive, when two soldiers wandered from 
their station to enjoy the cool breeze which the more elevated banks 
of the Tiber afforded. A refreshing shower had cooled the sultri- 
ness of the air, and moistened the herbage, which difiused around a 
sweet and pleasant fragrance. Its duration, however, had been but 
transient, for the clouds soon passed away, giving place to 

The rays of the orb of day, 

whose chariot had retired in all the loveliness of an Italian sunset* 
Its radiant beams were yet visible in the western sky, although the 
moon was now shining resplendently, high in the heavens. 

'^ A lovely evening this, my comrade !" said a large and sturdy son 
of Mars, whose person plainly indicated the effects of many a toil- 
some campaign." 

'^ It is, indeed, beautiful," replied his companion, " and niethinks 
your gods have thus far looked with peculiar (avor on the reign of 
our noble Trajan. Yet I doubt not but that he will see more 
troublous times, if, as I am informed, he holds to his determination 
of sweeping from his empire the much oppressed Christians." 

'< Ha ! Cesario, dost thou again express thyself as a stranger to 
our gods. I had thought that these foolish notions of yours had 
long since been driven m)m your breast. I tell thee, though our 
friendship has been strong, I'll hold no communication with a Chris- 
tian." 

" It was unintentional, Marcus ! yet why should I not make known 
my feelings, since I am determined never again to yield obedience 
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to your will. Accursed be the day when first I consented to bow 
before the vile images of your heathen gods." 

'^ Come, friend ! spurn from thee these rash thoughts, and thou 
wilt rejoice ere long at having done so,* should fortune throw some 
one of these Christian dogs into our power to make an example of 
at the amphitheatre." 

** O I Marcus ! my heart revolts at the very thought of seeing a 
fellow being coolly sacrificed in his own blood by an inforiated 
beast. Although in battle my heart quails not at the sight of death, 
and my feelings have been inured to danger, yet to see one die thus 
defenseless and unpitied, is more than I can endure." 

** Away with these &int-hearted expressions, Cesario. I hope 
invself to enjoy it much. Our parties are out this evening in search 
of some of these lurking Christians, whom, in case they should not 
recant, our Emperor's mildness will certainly not spare from gracing 
this brilliant spectacle. But the hour of my watch draws near. 
Wilt thou return with me ?" 

** I would fain remain a litUe longer, Marcus, to enjoy the solitude 
which reigns here. My thoughts agree not with the noise and 
bustle of the soldiery, and the kxid shouts of their midnight revel- 
iogs. Good evening." 

The voice of the last speaker betokened him to be yet in the 
flower of youth. His commanding person, dignified mien, and open 
oountenance, showed that he possessed all the high*souled Qualities 
of a generous man. The father of Cesario-^who was of iloman 
origin*-*had been called, shortly after the birth of his son, to reside 
at Antioch, for the more successful prosecution of his business. 
The effects of the great Apostle's labors there were at that time 
marked by the large numbers that espoused his faith. Amoog 
these were many of Cesario's friends. His father, with Roman firm- 
ness, continued obstinate to all their persuasive appeals, but yet 
allowed them privately to visit his house. Owing to his close at^ 
leotion to his aiffiiirs, he had no opportunity of observing the secret 
iofluence which their conversation had on the mind of his son. But 
yet Cesario avowed it not openly, nor gave hb father reason to sus- 
pect his alienation from his country's gods ; but obeyed him in all 
things consistent with his filial duty towards him. His father early 
observing the quickness of his * parts,' and his native strength of 
mind, gave him as liberal an educatk>n as hb means could affiml, 
and Cesario added to hb outward graces those studied acquirements 
which nature never imparts. A sudden reverse of fortune about 
tbb time, made a wreck of the ' littie alP which the fether possessed, 
and forced him to leave Antioch, once more to make Rome his res* 
idence. The parting from his friends was a trial to the young man 
as severe as it was unexpected. It was with difficulty that they 
finally released him, after many warnings against the numerous at- 
tractions and vices of the capital. CeMcio however ttiticipiiad do 
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danger. For him, the noise and bustle of the metropolis as yet 
held out no attractions. He looked not ibrward with pleasure to 
the time when he would be a sharer in its confusion, or with delight, 
when he might behold the gorgeous decorations of the temples of 
its gods. A stranger alike to each and all of these, be parted from 
his friends notwithstanding all their warnings, with a resolution not 
sufficiently fortified against their seductive influences. Soon after 
bis arrival at Rome, he joined the army. Here he was to move in 
a far different sphere from that to which he had been accustomed. 
His amiable disposition gained him many friends ; whose acquaint- 
ance, however, owing to his religious feelings, he did not at first cul- 
tivate. 

The circumstances peculiar to a soldier's life, together with the 
taunts of the few who sought intimacy with him, soon dissipated 
from his mind all his former impressions. He had been successful 
in his military career and owing to the services which he had ren- 
dered the Emperor, whose life he had once saved, be had been of* 
fered the day before this conversation with Marcus, a high rank in 
the army. On the evening of that day, however, as he was strolling 
forth on a solitary walk, meditating upon his success, and the aki 
which he would be able to afibrd his father, he encountered one of 
his old friends from Antioch. 

The old man chided him much upon the abandornnent of bis 
faith and recalled to the mind of Cesario all bis former feelings. 
He now resolved to decline the station tendered to bira by the Em- 
peror, and meet with the Christians at their obscure places of wor- 
ship, as often as was in his power. He had appointed the evening 
of his walk with Marcus as the time to visit, vritb the Christiao Julius, 
one of these meetings, and tarried after the departure of Marcus for 
that purpose. 

He had not, however, to wait long, for Julius bad been for 
some time near them in concealment, and had overheard a part of 
their conversation. As soon the soldier's retiring footstep was no 
longer to be heard, he appeared before Cesario. His hoary locks, 
that trembled in the evening breeze, his tottering footstep, and thin 
attenuated band, which be stretched forth to greet his friend, plainly 
indicated the lapse of threescore years and ten. His lofty brow 
and finnly compressed lips marked the independence as well as de- 
cision of his character. The difficulties through which he had pass- 
ed, the dangers which he had experienced, in endeavoring to oSsr 
his worship unknown to the myrmidons of power, had imparted 
to the expression of bis features a degree of care, and you might 
mark the hurried glance of his eye, as he cast a look this side and 
that, to see if all was quiet before he addressed his friend. 

Satisfied that there were no intruders near, be relaxed bis features 
to a more mild expression, and looking upon Cesario with an air of 
satisftctkxiy first broke silence. 
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<< God bless thee, young roan, for that just reply of thine to thy 
fierce companion. He thought to deter you from your resolution 
by showing the dangers against which we Christians are obliged to 
oootend. But it is not 6tting for a man to become a servant of 
Christy unless he b willing to encounter difficulties. 

" His company was not agreeable to me, Father," replied the 
young man, '^ but having sought mine and being an old friend, I 
could not shake him off." 

" Well, Cesario ! I rejoice that he is gone, but the time of our 
assembling is approaching and we must hasten. We meet in a 
grove beyond the cemeteries of the nobles." Cesario immediately 
rose from the bank on which he was reclining, and drawing the old 
man's arm within his own, assisted him in his progress towards tlie 
place of rendezvous. They proceeded onward for some time, in 
silence ; when the old man anxiously inquired — 

** Are you unwell, Cesario ? You were not wont to be in such a 
mood, when at Antioch." 

*^ No, Father ! but I can no longer claim that buoyancy of feel- 
iog, which was then a source of pleasure to my friends as well as 
of gratification to myself. The renunciation of my allegiance — that 
thought, has ever gnawed like a canker worm in my breast. The 
excitement of battle has for the time driven it away, but the calm 
moments of subsequent reflection have been attended with pangs of 
remorse, that seem to cause my life blood gradually to ooze away. 
My comrades and superiors ascribed to the favor of the gods their 
victories, and honored him, as under their especial eye and inspira- 
tion, who fought the bravest there. I then thought of the nothing- 
ness of their views— of the little power their gods could have to 
preserve their lives in times of danger, and then too came the 
thoughts of my injured Savior, than whom none else could have 
saved my life. And now, (pointing to a huge monument of an an- 
cient patrician family, ornamented with statues and busts of the 
gods,) now, when I look at the splendid mausoleums of the depart- 
ed great, and think that equally with the humble Christian, whose 
cuircass they throw to the dogs, their bodies moulder there to dust, 
it levels these distinctions. Such thoughts as these make me sad, 
Julius, and have robbed me of my youthful gaiety." 

The old man sighed, but made no reply. They now approached 
the place of meeting. 

It was situated amid some old ruins, the walls of which in addition 
to the obstruction which the trees afforded, effectually obscured the 
glimmering of the lamps. There was but a single entrance, at which 
the old man now softly knocked. He was evidently expected, for 
on his making the reply of '< a brother," to the demand of " Who's 
there," the door was without any hesitation opened. The aspect 
of the inmates presented a novel scene to Cesario. Around an 
elevation in the center of the apartment, on which was spread a sup- 
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per, which they were about to take io oommemonitioD of the death 
of their Lord, were seated several females, closly veiled. A sigh, 
which escaped the lips of one, as he entered, attracted his attentioa. 

The dignity of her mein bespoke the nobility of her birth, aad 
the wide difference between her station and that of her more bum- 
ble companions. As Cesario advanced, she drew aside her veil, 
and he started as he recognized the features of a noble lady, whom 
he had seen at the palace the day before, when be was presented 
to the Emperor. There was an air of sadness in her expression, 
which excited in his breast a feeling of sympathy, and as soon u 
he had received the warm congratulations of the elders he sat down 
beside her. 

** Are you conscious, noble lady," inquired he, ** of your danger 
in coming to this place ?" 

'^ I am well aware of the danger of it, sir," replied she, *' but are 
you not the soldier whom the Emperor honored with his smile of 
approbation, and do you not know your own danger, should your 
presence here be known at the court ?" 

The loud sound of voices from without, interrupted their conver- 
sation, and roused Cesario, who sprang towards the entrance. He 
was withheld however by a faint shriek from the lady, who raising 
her arms implored him not rashly to endanger his life. He however 
entreated her to be under no apprehensioni as they might be but 
mere passers by. But here the clangor of arms and the loud de- 
mand for admittance too plainly informed them that they were sol- 
diers. Cesario instinctively sought for his sword, but alas ! he bad 
left it at the camp. 

<' It is well,'* said Julius, who coming up at that moment bad ob- 
served him ; " but we must hurry these females to yonder place of 
concealment," (pointing at the same time to the entrance of a passage 
from which he had removed the stone by whfeh it was berore ob- 
scured.) The females immediately ran towards it and were safely 
concealed ; but Cesario, notwithstanding the entreaties of tbe lady, 
united with those of Julius, could not be induced to enter, but chose 
to abide the danger with his companions. They had but just turned 
towards the door, after closing the passage, when the soldiers burst- 
ing it open, sprang towards the party with loud shouts of exultation. 
The leader of the company, on seeing Cesario, paused in astonish- 
ment, and closely observing him, exclaimed, '^ can it be possible that 
ou are in such a place as this, my friend. Would to Jove that it 
lad fallen to the lot of some other party to have discovered you. I 
little thought of finding thee here." 

He immediately ordered the soldiers to take the party, six in 
number, into custody, and himself led the way out of the grove. 
They had not advanced far, however, before they were met by an* 
other party under Marcus, which immediately joined them and pro* 
ceeded with them towards the city. 
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The leader was closely engaged in conversation with MarcuS| 
whom he inibrmed concerning the capture of Cesario. Marcus ex- 
pressed much surprise, having been in his conapany during the early 
part of the evening, but readily inferred the cause of his remaining 
aAer he himself had departed, when he was told that a young man, 
whose description answered to Cesario, had been seen by the spies, 
coming from the place where he had left him. He immediately 
ordered his companion to take charge of both parties, telling him 
that he would forthwith proceed to the city, that he might engage 
some of his roost influential friends to plead with the Emperor, and 
obtain the release of Cesario. 

But it was ail to no purpose. In vain they called to his recollec- 
tion the services Cesario had rendered him — the imminent danger 
he had incurred in order to preserve his life ; the Emperor remained 
inflexible, and declared that unless he renounced bis religion and 
worshipped Supreme Jove, his life should not be spared. At this 
declaration, even the 6rm nerves of Marcus were for once relaxed, 
and his lip quivered as he thought of his friend suffering that fate at 
the very idea of which he had shuddered. He well knew the 6rm 
determination of the character of his friend, and that not even the 
prospect of such a death would make him waver. 

He, therefore, with a mournful pace, made his way to Cesario's 
place of conflnement. Before his arrival, however, he was over- 
taken by a soldier, who informed him that his presence was required 
in the camp, and it was noon before he was able to visit his friend. 
The old jailor expressed much sympathy for the situation of his 
prisoner, it having been excited in his behalf by the mild demeanor 
and winning manner of Cesario. He informed Marcus of bis fears 
with regard to the state of tlie young man's health, who during his 
attendance had been troubled with an incessant cough, which caused 
him much pain. The suspicions of Marcus were then confirmed, 
that Cesario's exposure of himself without the necessary precautions, 
during his watch on a stormy night a short time previous, had mate* 
rially injured bis constitution. He desired the jailor to show him 
to his apartment. Marcus on his entrance was much struck with 
the change in the appearance of his friend, whom he found reclining 
on a miserable couch. He was pale, and the expression of his coun- 
tenance was sad, but the calmness blended with it there, could by 
its unison move with pity the most relentless heart. A tear started 
in the veteran's eye, and a pang shot through his breast, as he thought 
bow much more sad would be that face on his informing him there 
was no hope of pardon. His countenance was lighted up with a 
placid smile as he observed his comrade approaching, and he ex- 
tended his hand to bid him welcome. 

^* Ah, Marcus," said he, *' this gloomy apartment and these cruel 
chains form a strange contrast with the honors of the world's ambi- 
tion, yet I covet more the heavenly honors I hope to receive, than 
the loftiest station Trajan can bestow." 
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^ WoaM that this nd task had deYolred oo other than me/' slid 
Marcus, " for I fear — I fear there is bat ooe ahematiTe.'' 

'^ Cease, Marcos," replied the joimg man, " I know what yoa 
would saj ; but the horrors eveo of such a death as awaits me stnO 



not cause me to recaDt." 



At this iDStaDt the jaikr entered and whispered in the ear of the 
prisooer. '* Ah !" exclaimed he, " let her come in. This fneod of 
mine is a true and faithful ooe, and she has nothing to fear. The 
jailor retired, and immediately iotroduced a ladj, the richness of 
whose dress and queeo-like dignity of mieo revealed to Marcus ber 
nobility of birth. He was surprised to see her clasp her hands and 
sob, as she looked upon Cesario ; but infinitely more so, was be, 
when oo ber removbg her veil, he recognized the features of Anto- 
nia, a descendant of one of the ooUest and most ancient families of 
Rome. He however spoke not, but Cesario thus addresed her : 

'' Can the noble Antooia deign to vbit an humble captive in hb 
cell ? She certainly cannot be accustomed to such scenes." 

*^ Soldier !" replied the lady, '* though the paltry distioctioos of 
this worid may dissever us, yet in the bond of Christ we are ooe. 
Often have I visited other Christians in misfortune, and this is notln 
ing new to me ; but I can give thee no joyful tidings from the Em- 
peror, for he heeded not my entreaties nor listened to my request.'^ 

^' It is as I expected," said Cesario, '' for be has already rejected 
one petition. But I count it a higher honor and a greater reward 
hereafter to die a Christian than to live an Emperor oo hb throne.^ 

The lady, after handing him some manuscript copies of the scrip- 
tures, departed, and Marcus himself, after he had learnt from bim 
the manner in which he became acquainted with Antonia, retired, 
and left him to seek repose. 

During the time that intervened between hb confinement and the 
exhibition at the amphitheatre, he was often visited by the lady An- 
tonia and his other Christian fiiends. His father, after that be bad 
heard of his having been been taken at a Christian place of worship, 
remained indifferent to the fate of his son. Although he visited him 
for the first few days of hb imprisonment, with the hope that he 
would renounce his Christian principles, hb vbits were a source of 
no consolation to Cesario. 

The morning of the fatal day at last arrived. Marcus bad at- 
tended upon him during the greater part of the night, but was re- 
quired to be absent on duty at sunrise. The young man had failed 
so fast, that Marcus was doubtful whether he would be able to sur- 
vive many hours. He was exceedingly affected by his parting in- 
terview, in which Cesario had, with many instructions, presented 
hira the writings of the Apostles. The prisoner was now left alone. 
He sat by the only window of hb apartment, and the morning 
breeze fanned his pale cheek, which exhibited tbe ravages of con- 
sumption, and raised upon it a bright hectic flush. 
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The city was all noise and bastle. The heavy tramp of thoa- 
sands as they nabed by his prison— the bum of the multitude, which 
like a troubled sea, rolled on towards the amphitheatre, was un- 
heeded by him. Once indeed he cast his eyes upon them, and 
thought how little sympathy he should excite in their unpitying 
breasts. It was with him 

" The hour 
When memory resumed its wonted power, 
And thoughts of days gone by, came rushing on 
Like sounds of many waters, mellowed down 
By intervening distance." 

He thought of his former peaceful life at Antioch— of his after ca- 
reer—of his success and ot the renown he might have gained, but 
then he thought that the honor with his God would be far greater 
should he die a martyr in the Christian cause. 

The crowds had now assembled at the amphitheatre. From the 
most commanding situation of the patrician near the arena, up to the 
high elevation of the plebeian's stand, all was life. On this side 
were the seats set apart for the ladies of rank, gaily decorated with 
garlands. On that the superb stations of the nobles, in the center 
of whom, seated in an ivory chair covered with a rich canopy, was 
the Emperor Trajan. 

The contests of the gladiators were now over, and he ordered his 
prefect to give the signal for introducing into the arena, the Chris- 
tians Cesario and Julius. 

A silence as of death reigned throughout the assembly, and a 
murmur half escaped their lips, as they observed the gray hairs of 
the one, and the countenance of the other pale and wan, both lean- 
ing on the arms of the officers for support. 

The Emperor, through his prefect, informed them that pardon 
should now be granted, if they would publicly renounce their faith. 
Cesario shook his head but was unable to speak, and Julius, in the 
name of both, declared, that rather than give up their allegiance to 
Christ, they would suffer death. A cry of " vile blasphemers,'' 
from a part of the assembly, caused the Emperor to give the signal 
for letting loose the lion. 

Cesario looked up towards the Emperor with a mild expressive- 
ness — 

*' Oh, in that meek forgiring eye 

There was a brightness, not of mirth — 
A light, whose clear intensity 

Was borrowed not of earth. * 

Along that cheek a deepening red 
Told where the feverish hectic fed/* 

and as he turned his gaze upon the assembly, he caught a glance of 
the lady Antonia, who as she met his eye, fell with a loud shriek in- 
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to the arms of ber atteniknts. That cry gave the death stab to 
Cesario's heart, for he fell backwards into tbe arms of Julias. The 
lion with a bound prostrated them both to the earth, and seeing the 
old man attempting to rise again, tore him in pieces. 

But Cesario stirred not, and the assembly expressing their ap- 
proval, Trajan ordered the lictors to drive away tbe lion, and carry 
out his body for his friends. ****** 

That night, the soldier Marcus reflected bow little in accordance 
with his expectation bad been his enjoyment of tbe amphitheatre. 

Yale CoUege. C. B. J. 



POETICAL DEFINITIONS. 

Beauty ! the setting snn, — 
When spire and clood, and monntaiii heights aromid, 
Are with a vreath of living glory crowned, 

As night comes on. 

Love! a spirit's breath. 
With fairy music borne around the heart, 
Enchanting, melting, conquering every part, 

Till chiird in death. 

Joy! the whistling breeze, 
That comes with wanton lip and meny feet, 
To dance along each hill and dale, to greet 

And kiss the trees. 

Praise ! the close of day. 
When Nature chants from many tuneful throats, 
Her vesper hymn ;— awhile it echoing floats, 

Then dies away. 

Hate ! the raging storm. 
When thunders rush abroad with (hrious bound, 
And keen-eyed lightnings wildly dance around 

The tempest's form. 

Hope! the magic fay. 
That mounts its midnight steed and rides so soft 
Along the rolling night, then soars aloft 

At opening day. 

Faith! religion's flower; — 
In life it shows a bud of priceless worth, 
Which cost a Savioar*^ blood,— but bloeioms forth 

At dying hoar. 
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ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES. 
SUPERSTITION. 

The origin of superstition is a mystery alike to the historian and 
the philosopher. The former, after vain attempts to trace it out, is 
obliged to resort to a species of philosophy^ and to conjecture that 
a symbolical mode of writing led the ancients by degrees from the 
worship of God through various representations, to the worship of 
the representations themselves as of a multiform Being ; while the 
latter seeks for it in the human mind, independent of outward cir- 
cumstances. On this point however, we must be content to re- 
main in ignorance ; and the truth if known might be far from com- 
plimentary to human nature. We have before us the general fact 
that the world was long involved in the night of superstition ; and 
that the faint glimmering light of that philosophy which hinted at the 
existence of the true God and the immortality of the soul, was soon 
extinguished, while those who had enkindled or who nourished the 
flame were persecuted unto death. During this time codes of mo- 
rality, equally with the superstitions on which they were based, 
were subject to continual change. Yet often as system followed 
system among the nations of the Elast, the result showed that each 
differed from its predecessor in little more than name, and that all 
were alike degrading. 

Book after book was written, from the Zendavesta of the Egyp- 
tians to the mythologies of the Greeks and Romans ; yet none of 
these '^ sacred records" exerted a salutary influence upon morals. 
There is however, even in the black volumes of heathenism, here 
and there a page illumined with almost inspired light, containing 
much that is beautiful and entertaining, though little that proved 
beneGcial to mankind. This fact has led many to believe " that in 
the beginning, all religious truth was made known to man by direct 
revelation, but that this gradually faded away, leaving a few traces 
only to be preserved by tradition." We shall not attempt to discuss 
this theory, as it would be impossible for us ever to arrive at the 
truth. 

There were, as has been said, many superstitious notions among 
the ancients both beautiful and instructive. Not a few of these ob- 
tained in Egypt, and as the newly discovered key to hieroglyphics 
has unlocked her arcana, we need not scruple to profane her ** holy- 
things." The writer recently met with various medals, &c. bearing 
Egyptian, oriental, and other devices, the descriptions of which he 
has ventured to translate from the Latin, aiming rather at correct- 
ness than beauty in his translation. 

VOL. II. 89 
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ISIS. 



<' This remarkable statue of the goddess Isis, wrought in the 
purest crystal, rests upoD a superb column of black and white por- 

Ehyry. Cuperus, Pignorius and others, make mention of Isis. lo 
er and Osiris, who was either her brother, husband, or son, (for 
authors are in doubt on this point,) almost the entire religious belief 
of the Eyptians and the oriental nations is centered. We hare a 
complete bbtory of these two divinities in the works of Julius Fir- 
mius,* Plutarchf and L. Diodorus, unless their narratives be consider- 
ed fiibulous. Many of the ancient divinities were made subordinate 
to Isis : among whom were Minerva, Proserpina, Diana, Lucioa, 
Juno, Ceres and Terra. Hence a pillar was erected at Capua bear- 
ing this appropriate inscription, — 

TE • TIBI 
VNA • aVAB 
ES • OMNIA 
DEA • ISIS. 

This agrees with what according to Plutarch, was inscribed on her 
temple. ^Eyiii h/u naw rd ytyovbq, xd» hwy x(b ia^iuvov. Ego sum om- 
ne quod extitit, est et erit. In like manner on another pillar she is 
called Myrionyma, (mille habens nomina,) et Fructifera, et Salutaris 
et Invicta. Fabrettus numbers her also among the most illustrious 
divinities of the Greeks. An interesting account of Isis may be 
found in the writings of Mattbmis." 

It b evident that much more is meant than is expressed in the 
inscription 6rst quoted, and the reader may exercise his ingenuity in 
explaining the periods. The second and third inscriptions cannot 
fril to remind one of the scriptural character and attributes of the 
great I AM. 

Capidines navigaotes in concfaA.— <i» cameo.) 

"Whether ancient philosophers, with their unassisted reason, ac- 
quired correct notions of a future state of rewards and punishments, 
is yet doubtful, since such an opinion hardly accords either with the 
theory that ' the souls of the departed enter upon a state of forget- 
fulness of the past, by quaffing deep oblivious draughts at the Le- 
thean stream ;' or with the Pythagorean doctrine of metempsycho- 
sis. Nevertheless, one's house is not better known to him, than 
are Tartarus and Ellysium to the ' sons of the Poets.' On one point 
however poets differ; some placing the abode of happiness, (which 
is supposed to adjoin the orb of the moon,) in Spain ; others in the 
islands on this (the eastern) side of the Atlantic ; but most beyond 
the ocean. They all boast that the souls of heroes and the genii are 
borne to the Elysian fields ; and in this beautiful gem three genii 

* De Error. Prophan. Relig. t De bide. 
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are represented as being wafted tbitber in a sbell throagb the ocean. 
The ancients delighted in making such representations upon gems 
and medals. In the present instance one genius is standing up to 
guide the sail, another is reclining with an urn of ashes in his hands, 
and the third, like the Tritons, has a spiral-wreathed trumpet widen* 
ing firom the mouth-piece. There are neither rowers nor a helms- 
man ; a 6t emblem of the pleasure and safety of the voyage. Pliny 
mentions the shell-formed among other pinnaces ; and perhaps there 
is much truth in his jest about the shell in which Venus, the mother 
of loves, is said to have sailed to Cyprus : whence Tibullus — * et fa- 
veas Concha, Cy pria, vecta tuL' " See also Tacitus, Hist. lib. 2. 3. 
The writer will not insult the reader's taste by pointing out the 
beauties of this superstition ; he only regrets that the gems may not 
be seen by all. 



MY SISTER, 

Yes, there is one I love ; — with her my heart 
Delights to sympathize :«-can joy impart 
Its radiant inflnence, lighting with a smile 
A sisUr*s coantenance, and not beguile 
Of many a weary hour a brolker't life, 
Though tossed its bark may be in angry strife 
On Time's tempestuous billows 7— or can grief 
Stamp her now pallid brow, and no relief 
By him be sought to dissipate each care 
And re-enkindle hope and pleasure there 1 

I love her not for beauty,— though so fair 

Her form, methinks 'tis such as angels wear. 

And oH I joy to gaze upon that form 

So chaste, so beautiful as e'en might warm 

The coldest heart to love ; — ^yet 'tis not this 

That makes my sister's presence perfect bliss. 

In early infancy she was my joy, 

When pleasure's cup we quaffed without alloy. 

No selfish interest we knew ; — as one 

We basked together in life's rising sun. 

In happy innocence we whiled away 

The few, the fleeting hours of childhood's day, 

And if a boyish grief disturbed my breast, 

A sister's smile would lull my care to rest 

My heart was ever hers, — and though I rove 

The wide world o'er, tUrt reigns a sisUr's lovt. 

My sister's love ! it is my vital breath. 

Unquenchable, save by the chill of death. 
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Aoou I mingled in the busy world ; 

The world of strife, where discord hath unfnrrd 

His crimson flag; the world uf selfishness, 

Where men in turn but suffer and oppress. 

The world where friendship is not, but in name; 

Where each seeks honor, riches, power or fame. 

The world where helpless wand'rers find no rest ; 

Nor can the wretch by poverty distressed 

To fellow man bis bitter woes confide. 

For pity dwelleth not with lost and pride. 

Alas ! there is no flesh in heart of man ; 

His only care in this short fleeting span. 

His darling self to elevate, and raise 

Some monument for future nations' praise. 

Vainly I sought 'mid all the giddy crowd. 
For one whose lips had pure affection vowed. 
My youthful heart was sickened, and I turned 
To vent, aside, the grief that in me burned : 
" Where then is happiness," 1 cried, " and love '? 
Dwell they alone in the bright realms above 1 
O grave, receive me! Thoa of terrors king. 
Aim here thy dart ! — for me it hath no sting." 
But sweetest accents checked the heaving sigh : 
*' Thy sisUr's love, can never, never die." 



SEA SKETCHES. 



INTRODUCTORY. 



"Gtuseque ipse vidi, ct quorum pars magna fui." — Virgil. 

It may be, reader, that as thine eye rests upon the title with which 
I have seen 6t to honor my intellectual offspring, thou wilt remember 
the words of a modern author — '' He who would write upon the sea 
must have been upon it.'* Know then that these sketches are pre- 
sented to thee by one to whom the sea has been no stranger ; — by 
one who made it for many years his home, and who even now, 
deeply enamored as he is of '* college life," longs again to be dan- 
cing over the green billows of the ocean. They are founded upon 
incidents which transpired during his sea voyages between the years 
182 — and 183 — , and are rewritten from a journal kept by him du- 
ring that time. He presents to thee no 6ctitious tale with its la- 
bored plot and unnatural tragico-comico denouement, but simply 
''sketches" illustrative of a sailor's life. And here let me tell thee, 
reader, that, as thou wilt soon discover, he has written as a sailor 
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ought to write — in his own language; blame him not then if thou 
roeetest with many sea phrases to thee at 6r9t unintelligible, but con 
thy dictionary well and learn that which, if thou meanest to be a 
man, thou wilt ne'er repent having learned. 



THE DEPARTURE. 

" Some love lo roam 
O'er the white sea-foam , 
Where the wild wind whistles free." — Mackay. 

It was at an early hour on the morning of August 17th, IS2 — | 
that I was summoned to repair on board the ship Java, then lying at 

the end of Central wharf in the city of B . The wind which 

for more than a week had been from the eastward had shifted du- 
ring the night to the northwest, and at this time was blowing one of 
those stiff exhilarating breezes which never fails to impart buoyancy 
to the spirits, while it casts a fresh beauty over the works of nature. 
The ship was to sail in an hour, and bidding farewell to my friends 
with mingled feelings of sorrow and delight, I hastened to the vessel. 
Upon my arrival I found all on board in that high state of excite- 
ment which always attends the departure from port. The ship's 
top-sails and main-top-gallant-sail were already sheeted home and 
hoisted ; — the fore and mizen top-gallant-sails were loosed ready for 
setting ; — while the beckets having been cast off from the jib and 
spanker, the former was slatting in the breeze like the pawing of a 
young race-horse eager for the start. Having stowed away my 
trunks in the state-room, I took my stand near the companion-way 
as a silent spectator of the bustling scene. My father, to whom the 
ship belonged and whom I shall call Mr. X., was alternately hurry- 
ing from bis store to the ship and from the ship to his store, now 
giving his last orders to the captain and now enquiring if all the men 
were on board, and again urging the pilot to set all the top-gallant- 
gails, which from the freshness of the breeze he had declined doing. 
Here were landlords helping on board the intoxicated sailors who 
had been fleeced of their last dollar; — there was a mother urging 
her good advice upon a son, who, weary of the farm, had shipped 
as a green hand about to try his fortune as a sailor. All things at 
length were ready for sailing. 

' What are you waiting for now — why don't youxast off?' said 
Mr. X. to the pilot, who stood near the wheel watching the fore and 
tnizen top-sails, which being braced aback, counteracted the action 
of the main top-sail as it filled with the gale. 

' The cook has not yet come,' said the mate. 

* Those black-skinned fellows are always the last on board. Where 
is his landlord ?' 
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A gentlemao of sable hue here stepped forward and stated that 
be had hunted for the cook in every corner of Ann Street, but could 
not 6nd him. He thought, however, that his man would be down 
ere long, as he promised early in the morning to be ready as soon 
as he had purchased some clothing. 

< Hold on, pilot, just five minutes longer, and then if the black 
scamp does not appear, go without him.' The five minutes soon 
elapsed and no cook appeared. 

< Shall we start,' said the pilot. 

^ Yes, yes, we'll wait no longer for the fellow.' 

' Let go the bow-hauser — ^run up the jib — stand by the mizen- 
braces and keep the top-sail shaking.' 

' Aye, aye sir' was promptly responded by a dozen men, as, in 
bands they hurried to different parts of the ship to discharge these 
duties. 

The bow of the ship, left free by letting go the hauser, and under 
the pressure of the jib, fell rapidly off. At this moment the pilot 
tummg around beheld the green hand previously mentioned, in his 
eagerness to render some assistance, casting off the stem-hauser 
which alone held the ship. 

< Hold on to that stern-rope — hold on — bold on — what io thun- 
der and lightning are you letting go that hauser for ? — hold on, I 
tell you, and catch a turn quick, or we shall be afoul of the brig 
ahead.' 

It was too late. So fresh was the breeze, that the moment the 
stem rope was slackened, the ship started swiftly forward, and be- 
fore a turn of the hauser could be taken, a loud crash ahead told us 
that we had run into the brig. 

* Jump forward, my men,' shouted Captain N , ^ and cut 

away that brig's topping-lift — haul down the jib — back the main 
top-sail — ^be lively, my boys, be lively' — ^while he himself let go the 
main-top-gallant halliards and permitted the sail to run down upon 
the cap. 

These orders were not more quickly given than obeyed, and an- 
other rope having been sent ashore, we were in a few minutes again 
moored to the wharf. 

The Java suffered but little damage, having merely snapt off her 
flying jib-boom. The brig did not escape so easily. Our ship's 
cut-water and bobstays had carried away her davits and stove the 
stem-boat which was hanging to them, while her trysail boom, the 
moment that the topping-lift was cut, came down heavily upon the 
round-house, cutting it through until the boom rested upon the taf- 
ferel. 

^ You good-for-nothing dog,' said Mr. X. to the green hand, ^ see 
what damage you have done to these vessels by letting go that hau- 
ser — you deserve a good keel-hauling — what did you mean ?' 
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The poor affrighted fellow, whiter with fear than the top-sails 
themselves, could only stammer out, * I thought he wanted all the 
strings loosened.' 

' Go along forward you scamp — ^and do you Captain N. when 
you get to sea, learn this land-lubber the difference between a string 
and a hauser.' 

In a few moments we were ready to try another start. The bow 
hauser was again cast off — the jib hoisted, and the stem-rope being 
kept fast, the ship's bow fell gracefully off. Suddenly a distant shout 
turned all eyes up the wharf. The cook was at last in sight, run- 
ning as if upon a wager with time. He reached the vessel before 
the hauser was let go and sprung aboard, while the landlord at- 
tempted to pass his chest to him. Scarcely had the cook touched 
the handle when the stern rope parted, and the ship suddenly start- 
ing ahead it was wrested from the landlord's hand. Its owner strove 
to obtain a Gnper grasp, but the chest was too heavy for him ; and 
before he could secure his hold it fell and was plunged into the water. 

' Never mind the chest,' said Mr. X. < it serves the scoundrel 
right — ^let the ship go— a pleasant voyage and safe return.' 

With three cheers from those on shore, which were heartily an- 
swered by our men aboard, we left the wharf in gallant style and 
were soon sailing down the harbor at the rate of seven knots an 
hour. The light house was soon passed, and in about an hour after 
we had the left the city our pilot was discharged. 



THE SEA. 



" Roll 00, thoa deep and dark blae ocean roll ! 

UDchangeable save to thy wild waves play — 
Time writes no wrinkle on thine azare brow — 
Sach as creation's dawn beheld, thou rollest now.'' — Ckilde Harold. 

All sail was now crowded upon the ship, as the Captain was 
anxious to double the cape and obtain a good offing before the sun 
went down. The royals and main skysail were set, and as the wind 
was well on the quarter the larboard studding sail booms were all run 
out and the sails soon swelling to the breeze. Being in ballast trim, 
the Java, who bad ever obtained the reputation of a fast sailer, 
seemed to fly like a stormbird over the billows. The ropes having 
been coiled upon the belaying pins, and every thing stowed in its 

place. Captain N , and myself remained the sole occupants of 

tbe weather quarter-deck. The excitement of the morning was 
gradually dying away among the officers and crew, and even in my 
own feelings it was fast becoming lost in the tide of thoughts and 
emotions which came rushing into my bosom. Here was I, a mere 
youth, embarked upon the ocean in the capacity of captain's clerk^ 
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having at last obtained the darling wish of my soul. For I bad 
ever loved the sea ; in the bright dreams which stole over roe during 
the cloudless days of childhood, I always fancied myself upon the 
ocean's bosom, 

— " and my joy 
Ofyouibful sports was on its breast to be 
Bome, like its bubbles, on\^ ard : from a boy 
I wanton'd with its breakers — ihey to me 
Were a delight; and if the freshening sea 
Made them a terror — 'iwas a pleasing fear." 

The sailor's life was my '' beau ideal" of happiness. As I grew 
older time strengthened rather than weakened this love for the sea ; 
and since I entered college, often have 1 closed my book and on the 
wings of memory flown back and revelled in scenes long since 

Eassed away. The sea ! were I a pagan I should idolize it as a 
eing of power and loveliness. For there are its varied features, 
now calm and wreathed with smiles — its scarcely perceptible undu- 
lations kissing the sandy shore, or wantonly rolling up the sides of 
the stem-browM precipice — the image of beauty sleeping; — and now, 
starting like a giant from his sleep, convulsed with anger, howling 
in its frenzy and wreaking its vengeance on man. barque and city. 
There are its long lines of billows rolling from many a distant shore, 
the foam dancing on their ridges '* like the white mane of a dark 
warhorse ;" — its minstrelsy swelling the chorus of nature's anthem, or 
murmuring a strain more soft than the ^olian harp ; — its untrodden 
pavement set in motley mosaic of gold, iron and bones ; — its bosom 
unmarred by time, whose secrets, 

— "none went and came again to tell;" 

its dark, unfathoraed sepulchres which hold the form of many a be- 
loved one ; — its sublimity — its indestructibility — its vast expansion. 
Venerable Patriarch ! thou art the earth's elder brother, born alone 
when nought save God existed ; rolling on in thy solitude thou wast 
the 6rst that hailed the birth of time. As thou wast — so thou art — 
unchangeable as thy Creator, — sweeping around this globe, the uni- 
ting band and benefactor of the whole. Thou didst cradle the ark of 
Noah and thou still cradlest the frigate and the fisherman's canoe : — 
thy tides came and went along the same shores which they now love 
to revisit: — the beauty of thy waves still remains as of old, inimit- 
able. There too is thy Mediterranean, with all the mythological as- 
sociations connected with it by the ancients. Here it was that Aga- 
memnon with his retinue of kings and princes sailed to Troy. The 
LfCmnian now steers his log-hollow'd canoe over the same waters 
where came with high hopes to gather deathless laurels Diomed, 
Nestor, Ajax, Ulysses, " the wise," and Menelaus, " loved of Mars." 
By the same billows which now roll sluggishly along the shore, 
Achilles '' walked and mused and nursed his ire," against the son of 
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lU. Its bosom, beautiful as the sky above it, whose waters are 
f ruffled, and over which the tempest seldom howls, was the 
place of the '^ queen of beauty :" beneath its billows sported 
uritons, Mermaids and Syrens ; while deep, deep below were 
crystalline grottoes. Reader! dost thou love the sea? Pardon 
this digression. 

; an early hour in the afternoon we passed the Cape, and long 
tight arrived the last of my native hills faded away below the 
srn horizon. However sad might have been my feelings for a 
ent as I cast my last, lingering look upon the land where I had 
11 those who were dear to me, they were soon chased away by 
if the most beautiful sights I bad ever witnessed. My powers 
sscription are too feeble {o picture that glorious scene which 
d my first day's adventures. It was, a sunset at sea ! The 
mant clouds, which at first were scudding hastily along the sky, 
ed to stop in their swift race, and crowd themselves together, 
tness the splendor of their retiring king, and pay to him their 
■ig worship. The bright monarch accepted their offering, and 
t departed flung around his golden mantle of light. The ocean 
9 raised and bowed their heads in adoration, while the western 
y& was pealing over them the evening anthem. 



THE MUSSELMAN'S PRAYER. 

Soft the shade of evening falls, 
O'er the mountain stealing ; 

Sweetly the Muezzin calls 
From yon turret pealing. 

Low before the prophet's shrine 
Hear the suppliant sighing: 

" Allah ! be thy mercy mine 
As the day is flying ; 

** While the golden torch expires, 
In the twilight fading, 

May I feel its heavenly fires 
Still my breast pervading, 

'^ Purifying from each stain. 

Each unholy feeling} 
Till that torch appear again, 

Morning light revealing." 

yoii. II. 40 
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ORIQINAUTY OF MIND. 

— '* Nil fait anqiiam 
Tarn dispar siM.'' 

A VOLUME might be written on the inexplicable nature of 
the mysterious blending of freedom and necessity — ^the constant 
struggle of passion and judgment, of interest and conscience — and the 
thousand contradictions that majrk the union of soul and body here 
below, and convert the human bosom into a chaos of inconsistencies. 
Man is a mystery,— view him in the successive stages of his existence, 
ever varying and still the same, view him as one who has an ama»ng 
concern in the developments of the present, yet voluntarily absent- 
ing himself from passing scenes that be may waste his thoughts and 
smiles on the uncertain future, or dwell with thoughtfulness on the 
past ; or, take a closer observation, inspect his secret self, and mark 
the convictions unlike the truth, the beliefs without and in spite of 
evidence, the anticipations of objects unreal or impossible, the im- 
pulses, the sympathies, the prejudices, the eternal and tumultuous 
contest of opposing elements, look into these ever agitated depths 
of his nature, and see how he maintains the consciousness of his 
identity and safety undisturbed amidst all the violence that invades 
and threatens him, and the conviction is strengthened and illustrated, 
that man is a mystery. What are his proudest thoughts ? those that 
relate to himself. And of these no one is cherished with more con- 
stant complacence, than the flattering sentiment of his own absolute 
independence. The meanest slave of passion, the veriest subject 
of prejudice, the most yielding creature of habit, each alike boASts 
the glorious freedom of perfect self control, and they are ready to 
encounter any temptation, to face any danger, to welcome any trial, 
triumphing in the ability to govern themselves. 

To one who looks at this universal assurance and the consequent 
sense of security in which every one reposes, it will seem mysteri- 
ous that these self flattering masters of themselves, all of them are 
greatly, and many of them entirely under the control of outward 
events and circumstances. Small indeed is the number of those 
who, amidst all the varied influences that surround and encounter 
them, preserve a distinct uniform and individual character. Indeed, 
the habit of assimilation is so universal that we speak of it as one of 
the original and prominent sentiments of the mind, and, when men 
are characterized not as individuals, but in classes, we find the re- 
semblance so perfect as to suggest and justify such a grouping. Of 
the great mass of minds, how few can be distinguished by any thing 
peculiarly their own — how many are noted for only general resem- 
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blances ! Take away external distinctioos that enable us to specify 
iodividual men, their names, their residence, the particulars of their 
fiunily and condition, — and society is left like a mass of pebbles that 
have been mingled and moved and worn and rounded, and at length 
thrown up to lie upon the. shore, as mute witnesses of their own 
passive progress from rudeness to form and similarity. The minds 
of men are not like the original and separate elements of light, each 
distinct and peculiar, but like mingled rays, the whole combined in 
one, and one revealing the whole. 

Such is the fact ; and seeing it so we might submit in silence, . 
believing it to be our fate, were it not that a deep sense of shame 
always accompanies its confession on the one hand, and on the 
other, a claim to self control and independence is invariably sus- 
tained and defended by men with manifest pride, as if it were an 
honor indispensable to our peace and self respect. The bosom in- 
stinctively swells with indignation at the charge of being a slave, 
much more a slave in mtW, and men blush and hang their heads 
when forced to acknowledge a degradation like this. The his;hest 
encomium upon a man is that he originates and controls his own 
habits ; and here is the secret of the real worth and the frequent 
semblance of such a character. Men know that it is their proudest 
pretension, but from natural aversion to every thing arduous, they 
attempt to impose upon themselves and deceive the world with the 
name and the shadow, while they neglect to pursue and fail to atuin 
the reality ; and hence nothing is more usual than to see men become 
common and similar, being passively moulded by similar circum- 
stances, — and nothing more common than their attempts to appear 
original and independent. 

One, in eager search after something wherewith to distinguish 
himself from the common multitude, will 6nd a vein of wit, or stum- 
ble upon an unforeseen joke, and in consequence meet with real or 
misinterpreted commendation : henceforth he will give every sub- 
ject which he touches that particular tinge which presents most dis- 
tinctly the view of his own original peculiarity. Mow there is, un- 
doubtedly, such a thing as original humor, so distinct and eminent 
as to form for him who has it, an entire and independent character, 
mod he who has power and self control enough, has our leave, if be 
chooses to unite and exercise all his endeavors to develop that, as 
tbe prominent peculiar characteristic of himself. If successful we 
will freely accord to him the honor of having produced for himself 
a character of his own ; we will do this freely and fully, for in thus 
distinguishing himself, he has conquered the natural indolence and 
submission of the mind, and acquired a command of himself that 
well entitles him to praise. But in the cultivation of wit, as in all 
other pursuiu after eminence, the instances of just claim to distinc- 
tioD are fiur from being numerous. Most of those who demand credit 
for originality, adopt a shorter and easier course. The pircumspcc- 
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tion and toil necessary to produce an independent and original char- 
acter are too irksome, while a gentler way invites them to iropiove 
upon and correct others, and so by investing their thoughts with new 
and often fantastic attire, they succeed in appropriating wbmt others 
have toiled to produce, and in gratifying at the same time their own 
indolence and ambition. This is the avenue which nsost of the 
would-be-distinguished wits throng, and in which they disappear, 
the forgotten victims of ambitious indolence, like the once proud and 
individual hours of existence, that have vanished away. and mingled 
with the undistinguishable elements of the past. 

We have said and seen it true of wits, that nothing is more com- 
mon than to see men aspiring to the credit of originality and boasting 
of independence, while almost invariably they only become mem- 
bers of a particular class, with nothing distinct and characteristic ; 

and the remark is equally true of philosophers and poets. The im- 
portant and honorable characteristics of the former, are depth and 
assurance ; depth, for they explore to the foundation and trace re- 
mole causes ; assurance, for their convictions claim to be the results 
of full and impartial investigation, — the copies of reason and nature. 
But he who is willing to avoid the unwelcome toil of breaking up 
his confirmed habits and systems of thought, and of giving himself 
freely to careful and tedious examination, and of maturing conclusions 
rather than receiving opinions, he who dreads to encounter all this, 
and is yet ambitious of the philosopher's name and honor, will 6nd 
an easier way to win the envied title. He will substitute the ap- 
pearance for the attainments ; — to seem profound, he will involve 
stale and useless thoughts in obscurity ; — to exhibit the strength and 
assurance of his convictions, he will support dogmas with obstinacy. 
And by such tricks he will often succeed, for men will affect to ad- 
mire his mysticisms, not for any new or important truth contained 
in them, but because the thought of being able to discover something 
where all is obscurity to others, flatters their own intellectual vanity; 
or they will subscribe to his dogmas, because no doubts or inquiries 
of theirs can disturb his philosophic pertinacity. The real pbiloao- 
pher has, more than all others, an original and independent mind, 
not moulded or swayed by circumstances, but self controlled, self 
developed, superior to all around it, and superior to its own opera- 
tions. Such a character is the result of original freedom and subse- 
quent laborious and uninterrupted training ; — a process in its origin, 
its character and its progress, the exact opposite of his who without 
the study would win the reputation of a philosopher. He assumes 
at once the name and arrogates its honors, and to win them be will 
be found among the ignorant and unlettered, astounding them with 
loud sounding terms and incomprehensible deBnitions, — a skillful 
cheat exposing his wares in the dark, — or among others he will seem 
to despise what he cannot comprehend — making his ignorance pass 
for discrimination ; or he will differ from those around him on the plea 
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ordistiDCtioiM too subtle for them to appreciate, thus giving obstinacy 
the acuteness of judgment : or he will confound the di^rence be- 
tween a possibility and a probability, denying what is probable be- 
cause the evidence has not annihilated everv contrary possibility, 
thus recommending his own superiority, which can balance and set 
aside substantial testimony with a negative possibility, nay more, can 
eMtabUthf with negative suppontions alone, a position whose opposite 
is supported by appropriate evidence. Such are the artifices, by 
which professed philosophers, too stupid to admire truth in its golden 
pdrity and Aeshness, too indolent to explore and toil in the mine, 
and too prond to confess their indifference, gather and remould the 
already stamped coin, and pass it off in their own names and mingled 
with their own alloy. 

Among poets also, of those who claim for themselves a character 
distinct and original, there will be found some who have not even 
the poor merit of having selected the choicest portions of authors 
whom they have defrauded by downright plagiarism, or disgraced 
by attempts to imitate. Others there are, who, unable or unwilling 
to make the effort that would command praise, have sought a name 
by basely flattering the favorite prejudices, or commending the faults 
oi the great; while others still, having corrected the acknowledged 
fiiults of those who have gone before them, claim for this insignifi- 
cant service the superiority of reviewers and improvers of genius, 
with as good a title as that of the heroic Falstaff, demanding a re- 
ward of valor for having stabbed the already murdered Percy. 

Small then is the number of those, even among wits, philosophers 
and poets, the great aspirants for originality, who have ever per- 
formed the labor or exercised the self-control necessary to merit the 
honor for which they strive. Still that honor, difficult as it may be 
ta attain and rarely reached as it is, is notwithstanding, worthy of 
mil the assiduity and toil required in its successful pursuit. And it is 
an honor which invites the student with no common attractions, for 
it appeals to the deep sympathies and meets a response in the con- 
scious capabilities of his intellect. The noble impulses of his nature 
all aspire to this highest human attainment, — ^the full development 
and yet absolute harmony and control of the powers of his mind ; 
while on the other hand he who adopts the means of mental im- 
provement without habitual and growing self control, acquires dis- 
tinction indeed, but it is distinguished disgrace and increasing shame. 
It is not claimed that if all passiveness were banished and every 
mind were completely self controlled and independent, there would 
be that originality in each which excludes resemblance to all others ; 
for originality of mind is not defined by calling it a new and singular 
mode of viewing and investigating subjects, it is rather an indepen- 
dent self controlled mode, — singular, not because it is unnatural or 
needs to be unfrequent, but only because it is, in fact, uncomnaon. 
With this definition, every student can have an original mind, and 
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be betrays bis own weakness, abuses bis privileges and disboaon 
education, if those wbo know bim and are capable of judging cannot 
discern in bim, as be advances, growing independence and originalitj 
of mind. 

But the difficulties opposing such an attainment are great and at 
most insurmountable. The mind must receive its opinioos, not from 
authority, but testimony, — must suspend its decisions until after im- 
partial examination and comparison — fancy must be checked, prej- 
udice hushed, and passion quieted — tbe tribunal of rensoo roust bo 
frithfuUy secured against the corraptions of place, of imerest and of 
ambition — the raiod instead of receiving, must be constantly active 
in acquiring — in short all its powers roust be sustained in vigorous 
action upon, and control over, outward inBuences. All tbb roust be 
done and that not for a short time and at intervals, but coostantly, 
and through the whole course of its discipline. Tbe reason why 
many fail, of those who ought to succeed, is, they commence too 
late, or remit their exertions at frequent intervals after tbey have 
commenced. The system of early education lays the foundation in 
many instances, of those habits which are totally incompatible with 
subsequent originality of mind. That system proceeds upon tbe 

Eriociple that the mind is a storehouse, in which facU alone may 
e treasured, and tbe learner is employed solely in gathering and 
storing away what has been previously adapted, not to the mind as 
including imagination and fancy, and taste and reason, but adapted to 
the memory alone, as if the young and proud intellect were nothing 
but a pure and lifeless page, upon which teachers and authors might 
transcribe their own knowledge and opinions. How can minds be 
expected to become independent, whose training until the period of 
habit-forming is past, has been one unchanging process of conmiit- 
ting to memory and reciting ? How can those who are never per- 
mitted to explore for themselves, by such a system of limiting and 
leading, become bold and successful adventurers ? <* Can tbe Ethi- 
opian change his skin ?" Why is it that genius, original and com- 
manding, has ever been found to open like the moraing sun upon 
the dawn of the intellectual history of nations, and afterward to be- 
come obscure, and finally to set in eteroal night ? Because at first 
the mind was free and unfettered by rules and schools and teachers, 
causes that may cripple and destroy, but can never inspire or create 
genius. In our system of education, the prospective artisan, mer- 
chant and mechanic, are placed in the same school and subjected to 
the same process with him whose life is to be devoted to study, — tbe 
former to acquire facts and knowledge which be will need in bb vo- 
cation, (for which another stage and one of preparation and appren- 
ticeship awaits him,) and the latter to lay the foundation of an in- 
dependent thinking mind. The former passes from tbe school to 
bis apprenticeship, where he commences bis discipline, that of active 
experiment, tbe only sure way to independent qualification ; and die 



omiouTALnnr or miiid. 319 

only thing that the school has done for him, or can do for any one, is 
to niroish his memory with convenient knowledge. But he whose life 
is to be devoted to study, needs more than any other, a stage of ap- 
propriate discipline, an appreniice$hip of independent experimental 
tkinkingf and no such process is provided in our system, nothing 
is demanded of him but to commit and recite ! How then can it be 
expected that while the whole attention of the mind is occupied in 
following instructions, in committing lessons, and in copying models, 
the spontaneous principle of independence shall arise, and with un- 
aided energy control these overgrown habits of imitation ? Our 
system of early education has its use — to supply those who do not 
purpose to cultivate their minds as the business of life, with such in- 
formation as they will need in their several callings ; but, like a mag- 
azine, it can only furnish weapons, it cannot teach their use. 

The want of originality and independence of mind, an evil so 
general and so disgraceful to man, has its origin, as we have seen, 
in two powerful and permanent causes — the natural indolence of the 
mind — and the influence of early education. To endeavor effect- 
ually to remove or even to arrest the influence of these causes, in 
the case of many minds, is a task too long neglected to admit of a 
present prospect of success. They have been committed to the 
stream and gently borne upon its bosom, or whirled in its eddies, till 
like a pleased boy they have fallen asleep and are unconsciously 
wafted on by the unresisted current, while the task of life, the 
proper culture of their minds, is left untouched. 

By timely warning, others may be enabled to overcome the influ- 
ence of these causes, and yet to such, the undertaking is of no 
ordinary magnitude, and the danger that they will continue in that 
easy way which so many have followed, becomes daily more and 
more alarming. Unless they can be persuaded to ihinkj and to 
think till they have disturbed the settled habits of the mind, and 
produced new and original combinations ; to think till they can dis* 
tingaish what is prodt^ed from what is imbibed ; to think till they 
can bold the parts and see the relations of a subject, till they can 
compare, unite, except or pass by, as truth requires ; to think till 
they can do all this with deliberation, with clearness, with assurance 
and with decision ; unless they can be persuaded to do this, they can 
never attain the perfection of mental discipline, or merit the honor 
of intellectual independence. 

^" Nil sine magno 
Vita labore dedit mortalibus." 

C. W. 
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A WISH FOR MY FRIEND. 

Bright as heaven's starry brow;— 
Stainless as the Alpine snow; — 
Tranqoil as a summer's eve, 
Daylight lingering loth to leave ; 
Calmer than the sleeping waves, 
Where the weary Zephyr laves ; 
Softer than an angel's tread 
Round the dying pilgrim's bed ; — 
Beauteous as the morning sun, 
When the hour of sleep is gone ; — 
Joyous as the laughing rills 
Dancing down the forest hills; — 
Heart with kindred heart inwove, 
Happy in thy youthful love ; — 
May thy life thus hasten on 
Till thy home on high is won. 



LETTERS FROM THE OLD DOMINION. 

No. II. 

SlawUon, Va,, May 8, 1837. 

As we employed Saturday last in accoroplishiog one great object 
of our visit to this place, that of visiting Weyer's Cave, which is in 
its neighborhood, and as the stage arrangements prevent our leaving 
here for the Natural Bridge before to-morrow, I am able to devote a 
few hours of to-day, my dear M***, to the fulfilment of the perhaps 
ill-advised promise of my last epistle. Indeed, I have almost re- 
pented of having made it : but as I have commenced, I suppose I 
must continue ; and though to others I might owe an apology for 
the attempt, 1 feel secure in my reliance on your long tried firiend- 
ship, for a good share of indulgence to these meagre descriptioDs 
and dull narrations of barren incidents. 

Immediately on my arrival here, I found the value of that bond, 
by which a connection with one Alma Mater, so naturally unites 
her foster children. What you have seen and known of the pleasure 
exhibited by students, when in vacation they have chanced to meet 
at a distance from Yale, with their classmates and their college 
friends, will account to you for the gratification I felt, in meeting at 
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this place with one who is not only a quondam Yalensian but a 
fellow Calliopean. Although it had been some years since he had 
left Yale, the affection retained for his college and especially for his 
society, secured to me a hearty welcome : and in asking and answer- 
ing questions of the present and the past, at Yale, we spent many 
minutes with mutual interest and pleasure. 

You will remember that in my last letter I expressed my inten- 
tion of paying an early morning visit to Table Rock. Fortunately 
I awoke a few minutes before the rising of the sun ; and, (as Milton 
describes him,) as he, 

"With wheels yel hov'ring o'er the ocean brim 
Shot parallel to th' earth his dewy ray," 

I reached the desired spot. It is this rock, on which tradition says 
that Jefferson stood some forty years ago and viewed, with delight, 
the wild beauty of the scene. The slab appeared to be about eight 
feet square, and from two feet and a half to three feet in thickness, 
resting on a pedestal of perhaps four feet in diameter, and inclined 
to the horizon at an angle of about twenty-five degrees. If this is 
really the spot from which Jefferson took his impressions of the 
scenery, there must have been great changes in the view since that 
time. From here one could hardly obtain a glimpse of the Poto- 
mac, though it may have been otherwise before the erection of 
houses and bridges, and the growth of the trees had intercepted the 
view. When Jefferson saw it, too, man had probably done little 
towards violating the sanctity of the place — a place which should 
have been ever left inviolably sacred to nature alone. 

You have probably heard of the U. S. works at Harper's Ferry, 
for the manufacture of fire arms. On the Potomac are the manu- 
factories of the common muskets used by our militia : on the Shen- 
andoah, about a mile and a half from the ferry, are manufactured 
the patent rifles. The latter works we visited and witnessed the 
process of making the rifles in all its minutis. The completion of 
a single gun requires nearly three hundred operations, which by a 
division of labor, are performed by nearly as many hands. We 
were told that about twenty thousand rifles are made here in a year, 
at an expense of from ten to fifteen dollars each. Though all the 
operations were highly interesting, I was especially struck with the 
ingenious contrivances for procuring exactness in the size of the sev- 
eral parts of the gun ; as they are all so accurately fitted to the 
same model that if any part of one gun should be lost or destroyed, 
its place could be supplied by the like part of any other from the 
same manufactory. As we knew of no other objects of particular 
interest at the ferry, we left there on Wednesday afternoon for Win- 
chester, thirty-two miles distant, by rail road. Leaving that city 
at four P. M. on the ensuing morning, after a rather fatiguing ride 
of nearly one hundred miles by the stage coach, we arrived at this 
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pleasant little town on Friday afternoon last, nothing loth to enjoy 
the repose and comfort offered us at Mr. McClung's encellent hotel. 

The valley of the Shenandoah, through which our route lay, is 
one famed for its beauty and fertility. It derives its name from the 
river which flows through it, and is walled in on the one side by 
the Blue Ridge and on the other by the Alleghanies. The roads, 
though now in a better state than they have been for months, con- 
firmed with us their previous reputation for roughness and difficulty: 
but the badness of the road was a hundred-fold compensated by the 
beauty and magni6cence of the mountain scenery which was con- 
tinually brought to view. 

Being desirous of having the whole day before us, for exploring 
the Cave and its vicinity, our conveyance was ordered at an early 
hour on Saturday morning. The Cave is about seventeen miles 
from Staunton, and after a pleasant ride of three hours and a half, 
we arrived at the house of the guide, in its neighborhood. Having 
breakfasted there, we started with him for the Cave, which is nearly 
half a mile from his house. We passed the entrance of Madison's 
Gave, which is in the same mountain, a couple of hundred yards 
this side of Weyer's, but is now little visited, as it is far inferior in 
beauty and extent to its successful rival. These caves, as well as 
one or two others lately opened and partially explored, are entered 
'from the eastern side of a rather steep mountain, running parallel to 
the Blue Ridge and within two miles of it. The Cave was discov- 
ered some time since by a hunter whose name it still bears, in a chase 
after a ground hog, which not only had succeeded in escaping from 
him, but had carried off the traps that Weyer had set for his capture. 
The entrance and Ante-Chamber of this wonderful cavern do not 
promise you on their first appearance much gratification from your 
subterraneous journey. Being heated by the exercise of ascending 
the hill, we were obliged to wait for some time at the door of the 
Cave, before venturing into its cool depths, which retain throughout 
summer and winter the usual temperature of the earth, about fifty-six 
degrees. In the Ante-Chamber, which is about ten feet in height, 
though soon contracting to a passage of four feet square, the guide 

E laced into each of our hands a shaded candle, and bade us follow 
im. As our eyes had not yet become accustomed to the change 
from the bright day light without, to the feeble glimmering of our 
candles within, our apprehension may be supposed to have been not 
inconsiderable, as we now groped our way, and now slipped along 
the muddy path which led us into this place of unknown wonders. 
We were not obliged to continue very long our stooping position, as 
we soon reached the first room of the cavern, to which had been 
given the name of the Dragon's Room, from a fancied resemblance 
of an uncouth mass of stalagmite to that fabulous animal. From 
this we pursued a long but narrow passage of about sixty feet in 
lengtlr till we ctrae to a flight of stairs that led us down about thir- 
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sen feet into *' Solomon's Temple." In this room, which is one of 
le most beautiful in the Cave, we were filled with admiration at 
le brilliancy of the incrustations and stalactites, which in some parts 
larkled beautifully in the reflection of the light of our candles. 
Opposite to us on entering, we observed an elevated recess, which 
as been appropriately called ** Solomon's Throne," a seat not un- 
orthy of that grandest of monarchs. A large white stalactite in 
le eastern part of the room, has received the name of Solomon's 
^illar ; and an opening in the limestone has been called Solomon's 
leat House. On the right of the steps is a very remarkable mass, 
lat closely resembles the appearance of a body of water frozen 
uring its descent from a precipice, and which is named ''the Falls 
f Niagara." 

From this room, by a flight of steps opposite to that which we 
td descended, we ascended to an entry of fifty feet in length, that 
onducted us to Barney's Hall, so named from a pillar which has 
een honored with the title of the gallant Commodore. On the left 
fthis room are two recesses, one of which, the Armory, we did not 
Dter, and the other contains a reservoir of water that has dropped 
tun the roof, and trickled down the sides of the Cave. We had 
sence to creep through a low and narrow aperture into a passtfgB 
f more comfortable height communicating with the Banister Room, 

kind of gallery in which the stalactites resemble banisters. From 
bis we descended nearly forty feet into the Tan Yard, which con- 
lins many objects of interest. The depressions in the floor bear 
dme resemblance to tan vats, and the stalactites which hang from 
be roof of the cavern are by no means unlike the hides of some 
irge cattle. The next apartment to this is the Drum Room. Our 
uide here took his stand near what appeared to be a perpendicular 
rail of rock, and with his heel performed the part of a bass drum- 
>cr to great advantage. The deep, mellow tones reverberating 
brough the cavern, produced a grand effect. That which seemed 

wall is only a thin partition of stalactite reaching from the ceiling 
9 the floor. 

From here, having first ascended and then descended a few feet, 
fe passed into the renowned Ball Room. This room is one hundred 
eet in length, thirty six feet wide and about twenty five feel in height. 
The chief interest of the room is due to its size and the levelness of 
ts floor, which enables parlies of visitors in the summer to enjoy a 
ubterranean dance. An additional convenience for this amusement 
I found in the Ladies' Dressing Room, which though small answers 
^ery well for its purpose. 

By a long and contracted entry, called the Narrow Passage, we 
rere led to Jacob's Ladder, a series of indentations in the rock, said 
o be natural, and about twelve feet in height. Descending the lad- 
ler, we found Jacob's Tea Table and his Ice House 1 ! and by ano- 
lier descent of the same distance, entered the DuDgtOD. From tUti 
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creeping through an aperture no larger than that at the eotraoce of 
the Cave, we arrived at the Senate Chamber. Here ^ large uble 
of thin rock, extending over half the room, about ten feet from the 
floor, forms the Gallery. The next room, which has probably de- 
rived its name merely from its proximity to the last, is Congress Hall. 
This room, though large, cannot compare with the apartment we 
Dext entered, called Washington's Hall. This magnificent room is 
two hundred and fifty feet in length, though not more than twenty 
in width. Our cruide left us as we entered it, and desired us to wait 
till he returned. He then walked leisurely to its farthest extremity, 
8o as to give us some idea of its length, in aid of which the dim 
twinkling of his candle in the distance materially contributed. Ac- 
cording to custom, as I supposed, he then struck up some patriotic 
tune, which he continued to sing till we were heartily tired of wait- 
ing, and had become very impatient for his return. Near the center 
of the room there stands a calcareous mass, which at some distance 
may be readily imagined to be a statue of the Father of his coun- 
try ; though a nearer view, whilst passing it, destroys all its eflfect. 
We passed through some other rooms of little interest into the 
Church, the loftiest apartment that we had entered. Its length is 
more than half that of Washington's Hall, its breadth from ten to 
fifteen feet, and its height fifty feet. Its name is probably derived 
fit)m a dark cavity in the roof of the Cave, which from so much of 
its form as was visible might best be compared to the interior of a 
steeple. Its effect was very grand, for our lights failed to illumi- 
nate the sides of the steeple, except for a short distance ; and ima- 
gination had full scope for an indefinite extension of the dark recess. 
In this room there is also a Gallery, somewhat similar to that in the 
Seuate Chamber ; and behind it, visible from below, hang some large 
stalactites, very closely resembling the pipes of an organ. As these 
formations are for the most part hollow, and of every variety of size, 
a little care in the selection of the pipes on which to strike, enables 
the guide to produce a pleasing and harmonical succession of musical 
sounds. Indeed, in the hands of an ingenious and skillful musician, 
we believe that this natural organ might prove a most delightful in- 
strument. We then entered a room where was one of the most 
elegant formations that we had seen. It resembled a collection of 
folds of drapery, between which our guide interposed his candle, and 
then exhibited to us their translucency. Passing the Giant's Cause- 
way, we came into the Wilderness, thickly strewed with broken pil- 
lars, whose origin it seems difficult to determine. At a considerable 
height from this room, we observed on a ledge of rocks a number of 
very remarkable stalagmites, of which one group is called Bonaparte 
with his body-guard, crossing the Alps. This room, or rather pas- 
sage, which though narrow is nearly one hundred feet in height, con- 
ducts into Jeflferson's Hall, the last apartment of the Cave. Near 
lis entrance is a most magnificent stalactitic mass, apparently aolid, 
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aod of a briHiant white, thirty six feet in length, and thirty feet in 
height and in breadth, which has been called the Tower of Babel. 
There is little else that is remarkable in this room, except at its fur- 
ther extremity, two thin pieces of rock, which project from the ceil- 
ing, and which are by no means unlike the two valves of a mammoth 
oyster. We found here, too, a spring of pure and cool water, which 
as you may suppose, after our fatiguing walk, proved very grateful. 
As I have already far exceeded the intended length of this letter, I 
must pass the Spar Room and one or two others, although equally 
worthy of notice with others that have been mentioned. The grati- 
fication that this visit to the Cave afforded me, 1 will not attempt to 
express to you ; I will only hope that at some day you may realize 
it for yourself, by personally beholding its wonders and its beauties. 
Trusting that you will excuse the prolixity of the letter, and its 
many imperfections, I will only prolong it by assuiing you that I am, 
as ever. Truly yours, 

B. 
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Bri£p as has been the period, kind reader, since our last interview, the annals 
of Yale College, if correctly compiled, will present many important events as 
having transpired during the intervening time. Do not suppose that your individ- 
ual acts, or those of your associates are about to be perpetuated in the pages of the 
Magazine. Such is not our purpose, but only to give so general a sketch of pass- 
ing events, that aAer your connection with this Institution shall have ceased, you 
may be able, by a recurrence to the pages of its periodical, to revive the scenes, 
and recall the pleasures which mark the fleeting present. 

First, then, in the order of time (for chronology is an important part of his- 
tory) you cannot have been unconscious of the strife for " the succession" which 
has been going on in our midst. It may not be known to all, that the students of 
Yale College constitute a community by themselves; that a code of laws has beea 
framed for their especial benefit, (vide the Laws of Yale College in one volume, 
quarto,) not the most democratic in their nature, or in their administration, yet 
their own ; that they are governed by officers, some of whom hold their authority 
from higher powers, while others are amenable to their fellow students. Be it 
known, then, that the period for the transmission of the honors of College gov- 
ernment had arrived, and that our community anxiously awaited the solemn cer- 
emony. A very important question arose as to the individual who should be in- 
vested with this high power. Frequently, in the history of mankind, do we find 
nations convulsed, and nature herself almost deranged by the warring conflict of 
rival candidates for the chief power. It would have been entirely unprecedented, 
yea, it would nearly have given just cause for onr expulsion from the great family 
of nations, if we had not furnished one instance of this kind. The importance 



326 EPILEGOMENA. 

of the crisis to which we are rapidly hastening, the alledged equality of the nom- 
ber of supporters of each of the candidates, and the warmth of feeling exhib- 
ited by all classes, rendered this a question of no ordinary interest; one which 
was calculated to call forth many an aspiring genius. 

The members of the College were assembled, and the question was presented 
with due solemnity. You remember the look of care, of importance and of wis- 
dom, visible in the countenances of all^ the discussion of this weighty matter 
progressed. Had the happiness, the prosperity, or even the existence of a com- 
munity much larger than our own, depended upon the result of the deliberation, 
greater efforts would not have been made, or more zeal displayed. You caoDot 
have forgotten the bursts of eloquence, which at the time, exerted such an infla- 
ence upon the auditory. Day alter day did our college halls resound with the 
loud voices of disputants, and yet although every argument had been presented, 
and every plan proposed, no decision could be arrived at, but an nnanimoos 
agreement to disagree. Thus terminated the discussion of a question, which has 
long excited much feeling among us, and it is to be hoped that peace and good 
feeling now exist throughout all the classes. 

Reader, are you not aware of a change in your feelings, habits, views, digni- 
ties 1 if not you are behind the spirit of the age. Visit the College chapel; scan 
closely the visages you will there behold. See you not the change, the great 
change which has there been effected. A large company, who formerly allracied 
your especial attention, are no longer to be seen. Their stations are filled by 
others, and you witness the effect of the march of time, of the advance of Col- 
lege life. 

Excuse us, reader, for thus hastening you past a rich intellectual treat, which 
now claims our attention. The annual departure of those who have finished 
their collegiate course, furnishes an occasion for the display of fine feeling, of the 
true essence of poetry, of high-souled eloquence. What more interesting spec- 
tacle can be presented than that of one hundred students, after a long and intimate 
• connexion as classmates, aAer completing the whole round of the sciences, taking 
each other by the hand for the last time 1 How many recollections of the past, 
bow many visions of the future, must crowd upon their minds ? But a few days 
fiince, and we witnessed such a spectacle, we listened to the flowing strains of the 
Poet, to the noble sentiments of the Orator of the class of '37. Among the many 
who witnessed the ceremonies of that day, none, we venture to say, went away 
disappointed. All felt their sympathies enlisted, as the farewell was pronounced 
by one of their number, to a class distinguished alike for its numbers and talent 
No true son of our " Alma Mater," could have indulged other than feelings of 
pride, as he fancied to himself the honors which would redound to the college 
from the future acts of those who were about to dissolve their connection with it. 
With minds disciplined by the admirable course of study presc[il>ed in this insti- 
tution, and stored with the wealth of ancient and modern literature, what anticipa- 
tions are too bright, what hopes are too exalted, not to be realized by some of their 
number. Let the enemy of collegiate education behold a class like this, let him 
contra.st the mental power which was possessed by its members when they en- 
tered this institution, and that which they now, not only possess but are capaci- 
tated to exert, and answer it to his reason, to common sense, if much good does 
not result from mental discipline in colleges. True it is that such power may 
be, and often is used to oppress and injure the great mass of the community, bat 
such is far from being its natural influence. Many objections may be brought 
against our systems of collegiate education, some evils are so glaring as to re- 
quire prompt remedy, but it should be remembered, that institutions yeDerable for 
their age and the sanction of great men, are not so easily changed, and that a 
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great responsibility rests upon those who woald make encroachments npon them. 
ReFolation is the order of the day, bat in a seminary of learning nothing more 
effectually unsettles the habits, and injures the character of students than con- 
stant change. Let those who are the true friends of learning unite, then, and by 
an anxious inirestigation of our sjrstems, seek to reform what is useless, to im- 
prore where improv^ement is required, and in short, to silence the objections of 
the disaffected, and render our literary institutions what they may be, what they 
ought to be, more extensively asefal. 

Be pleased, reader, to compose yourself while we disclose to your riew the 
mysteries of the editorial department. Know then, that " rotation in office^ 
was early adopted as the motto of the corps, and that our former presiding officeri 
having discharged the daties specially assigned to him, was awaiting in his rock« 
ing-chair of state, the decision of fate as to his successor. 

** All hail !" shouted Beppo, " the cAair is mine, I am the fortunate holder of 
the letter E." 

Immediate preparations were made for the installation of our new chief with 
all due ceremonies. Scarcely had he seated himself in that chair of chairs, and 
was looking around the room with an air of conscious dignity, when the late in- 
cnmt>ent, envious of the ease and perhaps the dignity of the station he had so 
lately left, disturbed the revery of his successor by the shrill cry of " A speech 
from Beppo." 

" A speech, a speech," shouted the remaining three. 

Beppo arose, and with evident embarrassment, delivered himself of a speech, 
of the preamble of which, we could only catch such disconnected sentences, as, 
"the high honor," "his sense of unfitness," "pressure of College duties," "the 
generosity of his associates," Ac. Soon, however, he assumed the attitude, and 
the Yoice of " a man of authority," and said that amid all the duties of his sta- 
tion, he could discover none which caused him much uneasiness ; but that he 
had long been perplexed, concerning a matter which interested us all, viz. the 
course pursued by our correspondents. "You can imagine my feelings, Fellow 

Editors, as I heard the author of the piece entitled say that his 

composition, elegant and faultless when handed over for publication, now ap- 
peared void of proportion, possessing no form or comeliness. My self-respect 
scarcely prevented me from using personal violence, especially as it occurred 
to me that his piece was utterly inadmissible, was a grand collection of words 
misapplied, and sentiments incongruous, indeed any thing but a fair composition, 
and that after much labor it had been deemed worthy of an unappropriated cor- 
ner. Now gentlemen what shall be done to punish such miscreants, or, in future 
to prevent such slanders." 

" Publish them in a black list,'* muttered Alcibiades, with difficulty restraining 
his angry passions. 

" Caution," said Zotofi*, " let us not act upon this matter while under the influ- 
ence of feelings excited by the eloquence of our presiding officer." 

" I move," said Nnng Boah, " that this matter be referred to a committee, to 
consist of one member, who shall report at our next meeting, such a plan as may 
seem to him best calculated to remedy the evil." 

The chair appointed Caius on that committee, very much to the mortification 
of Nung, who averred it to be " Parliamentary usage" to appoint the mover of a 
resolution the chairman of the committee for its consideration. The chair re- 
mained inflexible, and the record saith, " referred." 

At the next regular meeting, Caius presented the following preamble and reso- 
lutions. 
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TO CORRESPONDEMTS. 



Whereas, our experience proires that articles intended for publication ii 
Yale Literary Magazine, are freqaenlly defective in some minor points, 
words improperly used, sentences transposed, du:., and 

Whereas it is not generally understood that it is the right and duty of the! 
tors to criticise pieces which appear in the Magazine, therefore 

Resolved, that no piece shall be published in the Yale Literary 
whose author is unwilling either, that it should be corrected by the Elditoi% 
that his name shall be subscribed to it. 

Resolved, that the above preanoble and resolution be published for the benelK 
all concerned. 

A true copy. 

Attest, Caiub, Sffcretofy. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The communications of "S. N." and " R.," have been retamed, asdiJ 
through the post office. 

An essay by " P. CI. N." and " A Brother's Farewell," are declined. 

" The Siege of Jerusalem," has some merit, but has also many faults, and Ikt 
metre is grossly neglected. 

Lines " To ," had much better be sent to her in manuscript, if sent at all. 

" Fantasticus pedanticus bombasticus," is respectfully declined. 

" Ochile, an Indian legend," and " Lines written in an Album," by J. R., an 
under consideration. 

" P.'s" verses are rejected. 

The Editor to whom the " Song of the Maiden Convention" was addressed, eoa- 
siders himself highly flattered. We fear, however, that its insertion would Bd' 
tend to soAen our readers into sympathy with 

"The pride of her sex, the food old maid." 



N. B.— As it is our wish to issue the next number at an early date, it is requested 
that all communications may be sent as soon as practicable. 



YALE LITERARY MAGAZINE. 






Si K ur.i* TK Ml V 4iiD 11(1 1. rrtnc; 







NEW ^AVK^: 

MEilAICK A. TiOVHa. 

iiuxcmvii. 



■B 


■ 


^^^^^^^r 


^ 


^^M Ttio Spirit vf Oeuuoorpf v . 


3-S 


^■llc.p«. 


391 


^H Tlio Gift, - 


•M5 




351 


^H FriomMtip-, - • ■ 


34S 


^^M *r\n vBliKtoTDiccnnimilWP^i' 


Ml 


^H LoFc'iRuh p-.-.-- 


31T 


^H Sua Skatclie.s 


Mi 


^^^ Punraiul Loi< 


5se 


^^^V Coiilcnillng f«ni<'-i in vtn.'.M lli-[.i 


306 


^^H Tlio Lamom, 


aai 


^^H Tbi] LibnmUtTJ, - 


lei 


^H Tiic Put, ~ ■ 


MCS 


^H They're Ciiru^, .1 


369 


^^K To a Ultle B'ji . 


■It» 


^^K Antiqusriu) RKe:)Tvlii!(, Nv. II. 


31.1 







I 



THE 



YALE LITERARY MAGAZINE. 



▼oi.. II. AUGUST, 1837. no. 9. 



THE SPIRIT OF DEMOCRACY. 

The spirit of Democracy is the spirit of the age. Various as 
luiTe been the peculiar characteristics of other ages, tliey have all 
been favorable to the power of the few. But the age in which we 
live bas taken a higher stand ; it will be known through all coming 
time as that period when the true principles of government were 
fint and generally recognized, when the people became invested 
witb their natural rights. The influence which this great change 
mil exert upon the happiness and general advancement of the hu- 
man race, is a subject of enquiry of the deepest interest to every 
Inend of man. The result of such an enquiry is to determine 
whether the march of mind has for ages been upward; whether man 
is advancing to a more perfect state ; or whether the human race 
is retrograding as to all the great principles of government, of virtue, 
and of religion. So many are the interests united in opposition to 
the spirit of democracy, and so numerous are the misrepresentations 
of it, that much labor is necessary to enable us to arrive at a fair and 
satisfactory view of its real tendency. All the means which inge- 
nuity could devise, or power control, have been employed against 
the people's rights. At one time they have been called to withstand 
the sneers of the wise and the learned, and again the teirors of the 
Inquisition, and superstition with her hundred forms, have been sum- 
moned to the onset, and yet the spirit of democracy has not yielded ; 
it has acquired new strength from every struggle. 

It becomes us to ascertain the character of the principles which 
are thus so unerringly advancing, not from the representations of 
those whose vision has been obscured by interest, but as they are 
exemplified in the actions of men who partake largely of their in- 
fluence. It may be remarked here that the real tendency of any 
principle cannot necessarily be inferred from the effect which is first 
witnessed, since the peculiar circumstances which attend it may mo- 
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mentarily modify, or altogether change its influence. And yet the 
weightiest charge against democracy, that it is a revolutionary spirit^ 

is thus derived. 

If by a revolutionary spirit, is meant a spirit which, without aim, 
seeks to involve all things in promiscuous confusion ; if, that spirit 
which would unhinge the whole moral and political universe, and 
resolve society into its original chaos, the charge is a foul slander. 
But if we are to understand a spirit of reform, a spirit which is des- 
tined to cause the overthrow of tyranny and the exaltation of the 
people, then the spirit of democracy is a revolutionary spirit. 

The former, however, is the sense in which the term is generally 
used by the minions of aristocracy, with how much reason we will 
now attempt to show. 

A reference is ever made by these enemies of the people, to the 
history of France during the last fifty years, as furnishing a fair ex- 
em plication of what the spirit of democracy is calculated to effect. 
The horrid massacres, the excesses of every kind which characterized 
the * reign of terror,' are charged upon this spirit, and with all the 
presumption which the wealth and honors of royahy can create, an 
attempt is made to substantiate their position by an appeal to human 
nature itself. That the spirit of democracy influenced the first actors 
in the French revolution, no one will deny. The people had been 
despised, their rights had been trampled upon, their dearest interests 
disregarded, until they had presented to them the alternative of igno- 
minious slavery, or a struggle for liberty. The ardent disposition 
of that chivalrous people soon dictated their choice, and a simulta- 
neous effort was made to secure their liberties. 

Roused at once from the sleep of ages, invested immediately with 
all the rights and immunities of freemen, they became intoxicated 
with their success. Ambitious but wicked men saw the state float- 
ing at large without a pilot, and by a bold movement seized upon 
the helm, and reckless of the consequences, steered whither their 
private feelings or interests directed. The people suffered not less 
from the cruelty and oppression of their new, than of their old mas- 
ters. Was all this caused by the spirit of democracy ? Does a de- 
sire to secure their rights and advance their interests lead the people, 
after those rights have been secured, and those interests advanced, 
to wreak their vengeance on the innocent and unoffending? While 
the French were struggling against oppression, while they were 
overthrowing the power of the despot, and establishing their inde- 
pendence, they were acting under the influence of the democratic 
spirit, but the scenes which followed are chargeable to some other 
and a very dissimilar influence. 

Even if a principle can be misapplied, can be perverted, we are 
not at once to discard it as intrinsically bad. Yet the aristocratic 
publications of England have rung continual changes upon the influ- 
ence of the democratic spirit of the French revolutionists, from the 
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first commeDcement of that revolution to tlie present time. It is 
well that these writings are generally read by those whose interests 
render them blind to this flimsy attempt at deception. The majority 
of the English community are too intelligent and too honest to be 
thus deceived, and while they shun the errors of the French fanatics^ 
are fast working out for themselves a revolution, or if the title b 
more acceptable, a reform, none the less dreaded by the miserable 
sycophants who cluster around aristocracy, because its coui:se is char- 
acterized by moderation and wisdom. 

The influence of this revolutionary spirit has been witnessed ia 
this country ; it was this which nerved the arms of our ancestors, it 
was this which secured our independence. The blessings which 
we enjoy are the result of a revolution, marked on the one side by 
cruelty and bloodshed at which humanity revolts, and yet, does any 
American blame the spirit which caused the struggle that was at* 
tended by these scenes of horror. No, every one feels that although 
human life is valuable, and human happiness desirable, yet that pres* 
ent peace and enjoyment, and even life itself, are not to be estimated 
when liberty requires their sacriflce. And who are those, who now 
so loudly cry out against bloodshed and misery. Those very indi- 
viduals, or their representatives, by whose counsels every nation on 
the globe has at some time been deluged in blood ; the very persons 
who are now ready to destroy the lives of thousands to preserve some 
useless prerogative, some time-honored but now injurious custom* 
Their disguise is too slight, their days are numbered. The revolu- 
tionary spirit will soon hurl them from stations which they have long 
dishonored, and consign them to that private life, from which their 
talents can never raise them. 

Again we are told that the spirit of democracy is a levelling spirit^ 
that inequalities in rank and in wealth are broken down by it, and 
that under its influence the whole face of society is to present one 
uniform level. A slight acquaintance with mankind would teach 
any one that a perfect equality of mental or bodily power does not 
exist in nature, and therefore that diflferent degrees of influence and 
authority must ever be found. 

That it is for the general good that inequalities thus existing, and 
the respect and honor consequent upon them, should not be sus- 
tained and perpetuated by artificial means, but that every individual 
whether of noble or ignoble parentage should stand or fall upon his 
own merits, is a leading doctrine of the democratic party throughout 
the world. 

The justice of this principle is evident to every candid mind, ibr 
why should an individual of inferior talents and of a depraved mind^ 
because descended from noble ancestry, sway the scepter which was 
graced by his predecessors ? The question does not regard what 
will please the few, or what will most gratify their vanity, but the 
peace and happiness of mankind, the essential interests of the fan* 
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man family, which are involved in its decison. To them the bless- 
ings of liberty are of inestimable value, and they have a right to de- 
mand and enjoy them. 

It is often said that in carrying out the favorite article in their 
creed, democrats strive to debase the higher and more intelligent 
classes to a level with the most ignorant and degraded. The history 
of their efforts from the 6rst is one unvarying refutation of this base 
calumny. Common sense would at once place the stamp of false- 
hood upon the charge, if other evidence were wanting, since the 
!)eople must first be fitted by education to discharge the duties of 
ireemen before the powers of self-government can safely be placed 
in their hands. Reason and experience both show that the eleva- 
tion of the people in knowledge and in virtue is the inevitable re- 
sult of the spread of democratic principles. The levelling spirit of 
democracy shows itself, then, in stripping from the weak and fool- 
ish courtier the titles and insignia of honor, and in elevating the 
great mass of the community from the condition of menials to that 
of men, free men. Shall we be told that the rights of the few are 
thus trampled upon by a joint participation ol them by the many? 
Their ease may be disturbed, their power may be diminished, but it 
b an ease which they basely gained, and ignobly enjoyed ; it is a 
power prejudicial to themselves, but much more so to the community. 
Let us not be told that in this country we have no need of a vin- 
dication of democracy, that every one understands it, every one ap- 
proves of it. Our form of government is indeed a representative 
democracy, but it is not true now, however it may have been at the 
time when the sentiment was expressed by a distinguished civilian, 
that '' we are all democrats." All are not willing to trust the peo- 
ple with the powers of self-government. Let no one be startled, 
when he is told that many, very many intelligent and otherwise pru- 
dent men, openly assert the superior advantages of aristocratic gov- 
ernments. It is only necessary however to examine slightly into 
the reasons of their opinion, to discover the revolting truth that they 
consider themselves born to rule, while their fellow-citizens are born 
to obey. Such persons, one and all, should receive the execrations 
of a free community, and their selfishness and illiberality should se- 
cure for them a character deservedly most infamous. It is a lament- 
able fact that their number is principally made up of those who have 
received a liberal education. Why it is that they whose minds have 
been disciplined and expanded in regard to all other subjects, should 
be so contracted in their political views, it is impossible to determine. 
They have had abundant opportunities for examining into the his- 
tory of the world, for ascertaining the comparative effects of free 
and aristocratic governments upon the happiness and general ad- 
vancement of the people, and yet they appear to be under the in- 
fluence of some strange infatuation, which presents the loveliness of 
the one picture, in all the hideous deformity which in reality be** 
longs only to the other. 
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What madness must have seized upon those who think to stay 
the progress of democratic principles? Where can they look for 
support, where even for sympathy? Their own ranks must be 
thin, and from the nature of the case must every day become thin- 
ner, and from whence will they draw recruits ? Is an enfranchised 
and intelligent community to furnish those from its own number who 
are to debase and enslave it? A few traitors may be found, but 
verily, they must have strong confidence in the political as well as 
moral depravity of mankind, who will venture to act, relying upoD 
such calculations. The experience of former free governments fur- 
nishes no warrant for such expectations, for in all the essential ele- 
ments of a nation's prosperity, no analogy exists between their and 
our condition. Our government is in fact as well as in name a rep- 
resentative democracy : the republics of antiquity scarcely deserved 
the appellation. When we read of their liberty, we are prone to ^^ 
forget that this was the portion only of the higher orders, while the ^^ 
lower classes were groaning in the veriest servitude. Let us turn ^^ 
to the page of history, and we shall find that in the proudest days 
of Grecian and Roman liberty, by far the larger portion of tlie state 
was excluded from all participation in the administration or honors 
of government. 

" This was that liberty renowned, 
Those eqaal rights of Greece and Rome, where men, 
All, but a few, were bought and sold, and scourged 
And killed, as interest or caprice enjoined." 

How different is it here, where the lowest are entitled to all the 
rights and immunities of citizens. By this means a fruitful source 
of jealousies and enmities, of rebellions and insurrections, are for 
ever excluded from our system. The other causes which united to 
eflect thp ruin of former free governments do not exist hpre. 

When driven from this his favorite ground, the aristocrat exult- 
ingly points us to our own condition, as presaging the final downfall 
of democratic principles. A few riots in some of our cities, a sub- 
stitution of Lynch law in the place of statute law in some obscure 
section of our country, is eagerly seized upon, and published to the 
world as an index of our semi-barbarous condition. It would be 
useless to palliate the enormities which have thus caused our ene- 
mies to exult ; but we can boldly cast the reproach back upon its 
author. We can call upon him to point us to that nation, the most 
refined, the best governed, aristocratic or monarchical, where ex- 
cesses more disgusting have not been witnessed within the last ten 
years. 

Our national vanity will be not a little increased, if we reflect up- 
on the treatment which our country and its institutions receive from 
the aristocratic foreigner. He will survey the kingdoms of the old 
world, and, with an air of apparent unconcern, look upon the gross- 
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est acts of injustice, upon tumults and even anarchy itself; but let 
bis eye be turned to republican America, and if every thing does 
not come up to his ideal standard of perfection, his thoughts are 
troubled, his sympathies are at once enlisted in our behalf. 

To the aristocrat of Europe we are however indebted for many 
valuable suggestions, offered it is true in any other than a spirit of 
kindness, yet well worthy of our attention. While. perfection is not 
expected in our system of government, yet it should be aimed at, 
and every exertion made to approximate as closely to it as possi- 
ble. The heart of the philanthropist, of the democrat in foreign 
countries, should not be pained by recitals of the indiscreet acts of 
those who have taken upon themselves to exemplify the great prin- 
ciples of democracy in this, its chosen seat. The feeling is not suf- 
ficiently deep and universal among us, that every man is personally 
interested in the success of our political experiment, and that he has 
weighty responsibilities resting upon him. 

It becomes us to show by our example, that the spirit of democ- 
racy is a spirit of virtue and intelligence as well as a spirit of power, 
to refute the base calumnies of our enemies abroad and at home, 
that it is calculated to debase human nature and reduce mankind to 
a level with the brute creation. Here, in America, it should be 
shown that under the enlivening influence of free principles, the 
dormant energies of the human mind are aroused to noble efforts, to 
persevering and honorable exertions in the cause of literature and 
science. It is not true that the greater the number of minds par- 
tially excited, the lower will be the standard of individual attain- 
ment ; and here it should be proved, that while the many are enjoy- 
ing all the advantages which flow from an education, the few can 
explore the greatest depths of science witli as much zeal and suc- 
cess as if under the patronage of royalty. Why then shall we lon- 
ger delay to unite in one generous effort to prove the heavenly ori- 
gin, the divine influence of the spirit of democracy ? The power is 
with us ; an occasion is offered for its exercise ; the honor of the 
country, the success of our principles, require that it should be dis- 
played. 



HOPE. 

Hope is the balm of life, — the core for woe ;— 
The choicest of all blessings here below : — 
'Tis e'er the rich man's all, — the pauper's wealth, 
The sweei restorer of the sick man's health : — 
It faithful dwells with as on earth the same, 
Till death destroys in pain the mortal frame. 

T. H. 
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THE GIFT. 

"A few day I after the destruction of the steaiaer Ben Bherrod by fire, the body of a female 
riebly d reie d was washed ashore. Upon one of the fingers was a diamond ring, hsTing enjnra* 
ved oo it the motto * Remember the giver.' "-^Baton Rougt Oaxettt. 

It was a lovely morn. The early snn 

Came up rejoicing, and with lavish hand 

Poar'd forth a sammer's light o'er land and sea. 

Nature with pencil dipt in loveliness 

Had thrown a dash of beauty on her brow, 

And smiled and wanton'd in her coquetry. 

The air was wrapt in sleep, the sunbeams cradling 

On its bosom, while the melody of birds 

And hum of insects was the lullaby. 

Far from its western, forest, mountain spring, 

Onward roird the noble Mississippi ; 

And onward still it roH'd, nor stayed its course 

For night or day, for sunshine or for storm ; 

Time's truest emblem ! Onward yet it pressed, 

A mighty architect of nature, bearing 

To the ocean's shore the countless atoms. 

To lay them there and form another land, 

One day to mark the page of history. 

Man's noblest work was on that proud stream's bosom 

Floating. Upon her decks were old and young, 

The maid and gray-hair'd sire; both friend and foe. 

The hated and the lov'd. And beauty too 

Was there, — and love, and joy, and laughing lip, 

And witching smile, and hearts that never dreamed 

Of aught save pleasure. Curiosity 

And Hope and Selfishness were in the crowd. 

There too were eyes of flashing light and cheeks 

Where play'd the bloom of beauty; lips which seem'd 

A treasure in themselves. It was an hour 

Of thrilling interest, for homes and friends 

And early scenes, where clings the heart of age. 

Were left behind. On sped the noble bark, 

While songs of mirth across that river swell'd, 

A thousand echoes flinging back the strain. 

*Tis night upon the stream. The song of mirth 

Is hush'd, while from on high the moon's young beams 

Come down with gentle step — serenely — ^still. 

A fearful, horrid change comes suddenly, 

A flash of glaring light is on the sky, 

While shrieks and prayers and curses fill the air. 

A scorching robe of fire is wrapt arotmd 
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Th* unhappy boat, and death's destroying arrow, 
More swifl than were it wing'd by burning feathers 
Stript from the lightning's pinion, has sped to slay. 

There was a sound of woe ! and cheeks 

And lips and brows were pale, — ^hot tears fell fast, 

And bosoms swell'd with anguish, — homes were sad, — 

While mourning robes were hurried on, and hearts 

Grew faint with agony. Friend moum'd for friend, 

And husbands wept for wives, and brothers groan'd, 

And children's lips were quivering witB sorrow. 

But there was one of lovely form, and eye 

That dimm'd the lightning's flashes. She had gazed 

Upon the future, till a dreamy crowd 

Of love and bliss was gathered there. She went 

To meet that crowd, and perish'd by the way. 

Days pass'd. Upon the river's brink was seen 

That youthful form a lifeless corpse. Yet still 

The smile was on her lip, and death had strove 

In vain to tear the l>eauty from her brow. 

He coveted the flashes of that eye. 

And midnight saw him steal them. One sweet string, 

Alas, was broken in the family harp. 

A voice was hush'd that warbled like the air 

When summer mom glides up from stormless sea, 

And whisp'ring zephyrs chant their orisons. 

Nor friend nor relative was there to weep, 

Nor mark nor line to tell her tale, except 

A rich and jewell'd ring upon her hand. 

That ring of love ! who gave 1 to whom 1 A voice 

Seem'd hov'ring round iL 

" Remember the giver," in youth's sunny morning, 
When life pours around thee its tide of delight, 

And the signet of beauty thy cheek is adorning; 
Remember me, dearest, tho' far from thy sight. 

" Remember the giver," when friends are around thee. 
And twine their afi*ections about thy fond heart ; 

When flattery's chaplet of roses has crown'd thee, 
Remember me, dearest, nor yield to its art. 

" Remember the giver," when danger assailing 
With menacing brow is upliAing its arm ; 

When 'neath its fierce glances thy bosom is quailing, 
Remember me, dearest, I'll save thee from harm. 

" Remember the giver," in moments of sadness; 

Bid memory picture the scenes of the past, 
And chase back the night with the sunlight of gladness; 

Remember me, dearest, while mem'ry shall last 
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" Remember the giver," when prayer is ascending 

At eve's fading twilight to our Maker above; 
With thine, my petition shall always be blending; 

Remember him, dearest, who lives in thy love. 

And I will remember, and nought shall dissever 

The bonds of aflfection which bind me to thee ; 
Enshrin'd as my idol, this heart shall forever 

Remember thee, dearest — oh, think then of me. 
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" Vivamus, mca Lesbia, atqae amemus." 

Catullus^ Carm. V, 

" Love is life's end ; an end bat never ending ; 
All joys, all sweets, all happiness awarding; 
Love is life's wealth, (ne'er spent but ever spending,) 
More rich by giving, taking by discarding. 

* * * * 

Ah! should'st thou live but once love's truth to prove, 
Thou wilt not love to live, unless thou live to love." 

Spenser. 

Thus truthfully does the Latin poet Catullus, inculcate the prin- 
ciples of genuine Epicurism, and thus faithfully does the laureat 
Spenser, describe that master-passion of the soul, which has swayed 
men's thoughts and feelings from the day of woman's creation in Far- 
adise till now. Philosophers have exercised their ingenuity in idle 
attempts to define this primum mobile of human action with its modu$ 
operandi^ while poets have exhausted the hyperboles of language in 
the fruitless endeavor to teach men its effects, and acquaint them 
with its character. Philosophic subtilty and poetic fancy have both 
failed to mark the limits of its influence and to explain its mysteries; 
this delicate essence avoids the scrutiny of the sophist and escapes 
even the imagination of the bard, yet, though thus defying alike the 
researches of the student of human nature, and the more vague inves- 
tigations of its own rapt votary, love is a sentiment as wide and uni- 
versal as the air we breathe, penetrating through all space, pervading 
all objects of animate or inanimate nature. It would be foreign to 
my purpose to dwell upon the thousand lovely and loveable things 
which present themselves to the sight, and attach themselves to the 
affections of the pure and gentle-hearted ; breathing forth tones of 
beauty and melody, and speaking to such, in the starry constellations 
that hang suspended from heaven's dark concave, as well as iq the 
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tiny iRsect that flutters in a sunbeam, the eternal truth that God 
himself is Love. 

My present paper lies chiefly with thee, O woman, semper van- 
urn et mutabile — with thee, for whose dear sake, stout Hercules 
resigned his club and lion's hide to assume the female tires and twirl 
the distaff — with thee, whose influence transformed a Cyaion into a 
hero, and made of Pericles a tyrant — with thee, before whose magic 
shrine of beauty, alike the carping cynic and the insensible stoic have 
knelt and worshipped, — and as I write, methinks the shapes of an- 
cient beauty, awakening from the slumbers of the past, move in re- 
view before me, arrayed in all their early loveliness, and decked in 
all their pristine graces. Helen, the world's second Eve, that ieter- 
ritna causa belli, and Lais, for whose possession the Athenian orator, 
verifying the proverb that non cuivis homini contingit adire Corin" 
ihutn, surpassed even his own eloquence, and ran through all the epi- 
thets of love's persuasive vocabulary ; Aspasia, the witty and wise, 
that philosopher in petticoats, and the nymph Egeria, who skillfully 
combining tenderness and duty, taught the doctrines of religion and 
practiced on love's precepts, and Egypt's rare widow Cleopatra, that 
embodiment of womankind, that triple mistress of the world — law- 
less queen of the first Cesar, despotic ruler of great Pompey's heart, 
sovereign arbitress of the last triumvir's fate, Ptolemy's unwedded 
wife, ^^ lass unparalleled" in the world's history, language is too poor 
to praise thee worthily ! 

Methinks I see her now as when of old she visited the noblest and 
most magnificent of her subjects. Reclining upon her gilded galley, 
beneath a wide-spread canopy of Persian silks festooned with orient 
pearls and Nubian diamonds, she moves along the Cydnus to the 
notes 

" Of flutes and soft recorders," 

while attendant Nereids and wanton Cupids hovering near, breathe 
around her an atmosphere of life and joy. Her galley lightly touches 
the marble steps of a palace in Tarsus, and disembarking she moves 
stately and slow to the forum, where sits enthroned for judgment 
the haughty conqueror; with averted head and scornful looks be turns 
away from her approach, as though disdainful of a suppliant, who 
came the discarded mistress of those twin-bora in greatness, Cesar 
and Pompey, to plead for her kingdom's safety and her own. Still 
the beauteous queen approaches, and as her speaking eyes halC> 
tearful tura their imploring gaze on the triumvir's marble counten- 
ance, while her faltering steps, and throbbing bosom, tell plainly of 
her heart's agony, Antony, starting from his curule chair, thrusting 
aside the astonished lictors, rushes forward, raises her fainting form, 
and clasping her to his breast promises his protection and proffers 
her his love. Euge ! 'twas greatly done, old Roman ! 'twas done 
in character, and well became Mark Antony — ^the eloquent, the for- 
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tuoate, the beautiful, the brave, the people's idol, and their scom^-** 
thus to forego the baubles of ambition, and a commerce with the 
harlot. Fortune, for softer dalliance in royal Egypt's arms, and gentle 
toyiogs with so fair a queen — thus to resign half the world's empire, 
with its cares and sorrows, for that surer and better empire, a wo- 
man's heart. 

Experience is the only m'lstress whose teachings can acquaint us 
with the importance of this matter^ Love, and the boy-god Cupid, 
whose shafts transfix without killing, the only deity who can famil- 
iarize us with its power and extent. 

Had Ponce de Leon, who in the wild spirit of chivalric adventure, 
ransacked the Floridas to discover that " Fountain of Perpetual 
Youth," a draught of whose waters conferred an instant rejuvenes- 
cence with all the hopes and happiness of the young — had this same 
Ponce possessed a little more of the propensity cognominated aroar 
live, instinct should have taught him that the best means to perpet- 
uate his juvenility, would have been to remain in his own sunny 
clime of Andalusia, and to bathe himself, if need there were, in the 
liquid eyes of the dark-orbed beauties of that beauty-producing land, 
rather than to expose his life in the search for a blessing that nature 
told him was already within his reach. For if one of love's effects 
be not to eternize youthful feelings and attractions, how was it that 
Helen retained to the last that iatal beauty which had set on fire 
the voung hearts of Greece, and armed a nation to avenge her hus- 
tumd's wrongs ; or why was it that Ninon de I'Enclos, after having 
** (athomed all the depths and shoals" of the tender passion, though 
she had seen fifteen lustres roll by, and attained a period when her 
beauty might well have waned without any imputation on her repu- 
tation, ran some risk of being forced into an elopement with an inn- 
petuous grandson, who had unwittingly become enamored of his still 
lovely grandmother. 

Lnprobe amor! quidnon mortalia pectara cogi$1 exclaims the 
Mantuan bard, and certainly to a quiet observer nothing has a more 
ridiculous appearance than an exhibition of those worn out shifts, 
to which love and its expression are sometimes reduced. To sav 
nothing of the thousand little circumstances which come under one s 
every day notice in the case of persons thus afflicted, appealing to 
history, I would ask if it was not in obedience to love's dictates that 
the same Hercules, who has before been mentioned as twirling the 
distaff with a patient hand, submitted to have his ears boxed by 
Omphale's sandal, without a murmur? Did not omnipotent Jove 
put himself into the different poetic shapes of a bull, a swan, a shower 
of gold, because the resistless power of love impelled him ? Did 
not the sage Socrates excuse his wife Xanthippe for one of her re- 
peated impertinences, by remarking with philosophical calmness, 
that it always rained before thunder, and this because be loved her, 
tarmafuit and shrew though she was ? Did not the pretty Rosaliad 



340 AMOUKETTE OF AN ATJELABILIOUS BACHELOK. 

encase her dainty person in doublet and hose, that she might wan- 
der away to the forest of Arden and find her stray lover, and did not 
Viola follow iuit 1 

Were I so disposed, I might here take occasion to dilate upon 
the blessings of paternal love and sisterly affection which consecrate 
the domestic hearth, and impart to the charities of life a purer and 
fresher grace, and strew flowers along man's rugged pathway from 
bis birth to his grave ; or I might learnedly examine into the causes 
which give rise to this sentiment, determining accurately how far 
the sense of beauty is a necessary constituent and how far incidental 
accomplishments add to its strength ; or I might proceed to consider 
the symptoms of love as they affect the appearance, and the various 
manners in which it is exhibited ; or I might finally suggest a rem- 
edy, and by promulgating such a panacea deserve the thanks of un- 
born millions of the masculine gender — but all these avenues to 
fame's temple I shall carefully avoid, with the single remark that 
whatever love may be, and however it enters the soul, I myself, have 
from time to time become its '^ wictim." Semel insanivimus omnes 
is a saying old and true, but I will not seek to shield my tender sus- 
ceptibilities behind the defense of a musty proverb, for I hold that 
he who has entered his teens without experiencing a feeling akin to 
love, is no better than a swindler in petto — an arrant knave in pros- 
pective, nor will I seek, by quoting the example of Plato and the 
more modern instance of Abelard, to give authority to this my con- 
fession. SufiBce it to say that I suffered love — we loved — ^how much 
is implied in that little monosyllable, we, of mutual hopes and com- 
mon joys, of feelings tuned to harmony, of wishes, of desires, of pur- 
suits all directed to one common center and tending to the same end, 
the prosperity of the one beloved object — 'tis the cement of friend- 
ship ! the sweetener of life's cup ! the demi-Atlas that bears up half 
our impending ills ! we loved then. Let no one expect here a dis- 
play ot anatomical knowledge in the description of a shapely form, 
or well-proportioned features, but let each imagine before his mind's 
eye his own ideal perfection of beauty — and that was she — her hair 
was '^ of the color God pleased," and for her height she was as 
** tall as my heart." Even now, as memory unlocks the jewelled 
casket of past joys and pains, and sweet remembrance brings before 
me scenes of by-gone happiness, in fancy's vision I behold that fairy 
form gliding before me in shape as palpable as that it wore when its 
pure inhabitant, her soul, blessing and blessed, tenanted this poor 
world, and once more listen to the soft accents of that voice which 
was music ever to my ear. * * # (^Here the author becoming 
heroic is supposed to light a dgar for the purpose of dissipating 
his sadness— melancholy and moschetoes being both driven away by 
smoke.) 'Tis always uninteresting and might be tedious to describe 
the progress of our love, whose stream in my case as in that of all 
true lovers, was " riley." I was obliged once to leave her for a 
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short time, expecting soon to return, and again to see her. After ma- 
king my adieu, I turned in, and very composedly went to sleep as I 
thought, (determined to make my corporal oath the next time I saw 
her that I bad laid broad awake all night,) judge then of my aston- 
bhment on awaking the next morning at finding the inkstand upset, 
and a whole quire of paper blotted over and over — whether in the 
madness of our separation, I had perpetrated poetry, or whether my 
evil genius had prompted the desperate act, has ever been a matter 
of question in my mind. — Here it is. 

TO ♦♦♦. 

*Tis xnidDigbt dow ! the holy hour, 
When Fancy's unresisted power 
In magic thraldom leads the soul 
With rapid range from pole to pole ; 
Or wheeling swifl, in airy dance, 
Roves o'er the pathless blue expanse; 
Touches at every blazing light 
That gems the canopy of night; 
Or quick descending, in a breath, 
UpliAs the dampy pall of death, 
And gazes on the form below, 
The clay cold cheek and pallid brow; 
Wildly withdraws, in frantic glee. 
The curtain of eternity; 
In vision, wanders with the dead 
Where only fancy dares to tread; 
Explores the doom of every deed. 
Of guilt's reward and virtue's meed; 
Conjectures ofl, and oft rejects; 
Is disappointed, still expects; 
Still onward starts; still backward rolls. 
Bewildered in the world of souls. 

Thus Fancy's little, daring sprite, 
Sails round in visionary flight, 
When not a power disputes her sway 
Or checks her in this airy way. 

Not so with me ; for memory's sigh. 
Can fix my thoughts on hours gone by. 
And sweetly retrospective, bind. 
To past delights, the roving mind. 
And if, perchance, my wand'ring eye, 
In rambles o'er the azure sky, 
Meet with the purest, brighest star, 
That studs Orion's belt of war, 
I cannot stay in wond'ring gaze, 
To ask what worlds enjoy his blaze ; 



What BiffhCf fnteat nmd kia roll, 
fliMMflf the ceaier, son aad sool, 
A bftppier swell mj bosom fecb 
For mea'rj tlij (air (onn rerenb. 



TlMogk Cur Duttm's silTery bkxe 
la daxding ■ooBbemms iDuikd me pteySv 
I care ooi if ber bilb of tmow 
Be fbrmed, or doc, like oan bek>w; 
I eare not whether lifing tread 
AcrosB those hills of snow has «ped; 
Or whether in that shining rooad 
A partieie of life be foond ! 
Oh no! I oolf think that she 
Has beamed on all that's dear to me. 

Deli^tfal mooo ! and kast tkoQ shone 
Upon ikat iairest, dearest one, 
Wkose smile can It^ht a cheerful glow 
On Melancholy's laded biow — 
Can hash the tnmnlt of the breast. 
And bid each troubled passion rest. 
Oh, I hare felt that angel-smile. 
So sweetif sorrow's pang beguile ! 
Oh, as it tamed its hearen oo me. 
It lapped mj soul in ecstacy ! 

Sweet moon I perhaps thy softest rajs 
May slumber round that dearest face. 
And slightly tinge with mellow beam. 
The forms that in fantastic dream 
Trip lightly o'er the sleeping lids 
In elfin dance, as fancy bids. * 
Or if, at large, her wakeful eye 
Surreys the star-bespangled sky. 
Thy silrery charms may check the glance 
That transient roires thy gemm'd expanse. 
And fix awhile the lingering sight 
Upon thy wondrous eye of light; 
And memory then, in whimper soft. 
May venture to repeat how oft. 
Beneath thy sweetly soothing power, 
We're passed in blim the peaceful hour. 

Oh ! Fanny, were that mirror mine, 
That mirror of the sage dirine, 
Whose magic of reflected light 
On Luna's paly disk would write. 
The gazing world should start to see 
The moon hold converse sweet with thee, 
And Dian's purity should pay 
To thine a tributary lay; 
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Aod then, perchance, in secret place, 
Thine eye some mystic line sbonld trace, 
Some line to vulgar sight unknown, 
Perceptible to love alone. 
Whose characters should tell, aright, 
or rapture chaste and pure delight. 
That virtue's self coald ne'er reprove ; 
The bliss of soal, the heaven of love. 

But ah ( dear ***, that mirror's gone, 
The hand which could preserve alone 
Its magic polish bright and clear, 
Has ceased its office many a year. 
If, then, within that secret place, 
Thine eye no mystic line can trace. 
Yet think of him who's far away, 
And fancy what that line should say ; 
And he shall think of thee again. 
And wish that time would speed amain 
That happy hour, whose finished race 
Shall give thee to his fond embrace. 

Man of dyspepsia ! get thee into love — 'tis a rare condiment of 
the appetite, and a marvelous improver of the digestion. Hypo> 
cbondnac patient ! get thee into love — 'tis the true elixir vitm^ th« 
most potent exorciser of blue devils, the veritable philosopher's 
stone, whose touch transmutes the baser humors and affections into 
the fine gold of sensibility. Idle man ! get thee into love — 'tis a 
pretty and a teasing occupation to pick up a lady's kerchief, or to 
fan ber when necessary, and if thou canst find no better mean of 
action^ take to that. 



FRIET^DSHIP. 

FRiENnoHip ! what is'tl a flitting dream of love ! 
An hour in which, like summer's gorgeous eve, 
Each cloud of Time is purpled for a while 
With imagery most beautiful, then vanishes: 
Or else — a flick'ring light, which helps to cheer 
Along the steep and rugged path of life, 
But suddenly expires. 
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THE VALUE OP DICTION IN THE POETICAL ART. 

The lover of letters id his study of the models of style, will, espe- 
cially if he be unpracticed, find his discernmeDt severely exercised 
ID discovering how far their points of excellence are peculiar, and in 
tracing the liDe between the two classes of matter and manoer into 
which their intrinsic merits resolve themselves. Increased familiar- 
ity will, perhaps, surprise him by revealing how much is due to the 
roaDDer in point of character and power. Even in the great masters 
eminent for vigor of intellect of whatever cast, close observation may 
detect much studiousoess of some or other of the graces of expres- 
sioD ; least of all need we except those who professedly discard art ; 
such aim at the refinement of art and the perfection of all style. 

These facts speak for themselves in favor of the cultivation, as an 
art, of all that gives form and perpetuity to the creations of the mind 
or the deductions of reason, and so little room does there seem for 
question coDcerDiDg the essential character of diction in a literal 
sense, as the convenient vehicle of thought, to say nothing of it as 
the constant medium in the common interchange of ideas, that it 
were needless to remark how much higher must be the importance 
attached to it in the most comprehensive of the fine arts, and how 
various are the degrees below perfection, of which it is even there 
susceptible. For dicti on is Qnly rightly estimated when considered 
in reference to poetry, as is the embodying of conceptions and cre- 
ations by colors or by marble to the sister arts of painting and sculp- 
ture. The analogy though striking at first thought, may seem too 
remote to be of interest. True it is neither natural nor easy to con- 
ceive thought and language disunited, great as is the distance between 
the conception just struggling into light and the medium that shows 
it in symmetry and fullness to another mind. With the man of genius, 
highly cultivated, viewed in his matured productions, thought and its 
expression seem as early and intimately associated as soul aod body 
and as essential to each other's existence ; while with the painter 
there intervenes between the conception and the labor of his art, an 
ideal Venus, a being of light and shade, and to the sculptor an ideal 
Apollo, before the elastic form is seen springing into life beneath 
his chisel. Still whatever is the process to that absolute perfection 
which seems attainable in the imitative arts, as it exists it is a stan- 
dard of the high-wrought completeness which we would see impress- 
ed on the loftier creations of poetic imagination, through the trans- 
parent material on which the art of the poet is exerted. 

I have been led into these reflections by an opinion which hardly 
needs corroboration, that diction the substance of the art of poetry. 
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has not its proper importance in the minds of ttose who possess poet* 
ic genius and cultivate the muses at the present day. This may be 
accounted for by an examination of the lives and qualiBcations of 
such as are comprised in this description ; by the insufficient propoi^ 
tion that their slender labors bear to the fame which they covet, 
even though natural endowments might seem to exalt them above 
dependence on the restraints of art and method. How few of them 
could in these respects be tried by the standard of the most accom- 
plished poet that a polite age has seen. It were a task to enume- 
rate the rare native powers and external advantages that must com- 
bine to produce a Milton. He is indeed the beau ideal of the poetic 
character, nor could we condemn all who fail of the varied per- 
fections of so high a model. What we admire in Milton, is the rare 
union of every aid and grace that follows cultivation, to the highest 
faculties entrusted to humanity ; the comprehension of view, that, 
evident from the scope of his studies, and exemplified in the earliest 
of his productions, embraces all that is essential or subsidiary to his 
exalted labor ; springing from the great capacity of his own genius, 
but developed in every part only, by the enthusiastic study of all 
the masters of his art, the canonized classics of every language, and 
that in the spirit of the profound scholarship of his day, the anato- 
mist-like investigation of the philologist. Now the variety and ex- 
tent of each man's powers allowed for, after his example and in con- 
ibrmity to the advancement of this age beyond that in which he liv- 
ed, should be the cultivation those powers receive ; in all respects is 
thb trae, but especially so as regards the nature and qualities of lan- 
guage, the subtil material that is an index not only of the plastic 
power of the poet, but of the vividness of his fancies and the energy 
and clearness of all his intellectual operations. Who can read some 
of the minor poems of Milton, and indeed much of the poetry of his 
time, or of any who have been trained in the thoroughness of clas- 
sical study that once existed, and not see in their occasional imita- 
tions of the ancients, marks of the impressions which the old models 
made on them by those graces which are purely of the art of poetry ? 
In bow many cases this may have been to the prejudice of their ori- 
ginality, it is of little moment to decide ; how far the Lycidas is 
marred by its known resemblance in some point to Virgil's iOth 
Eclogue, no one ever thought to enquire ; no more, to estimate in 
what degree is due to Milton's comprehensive learning in this kind, 
that power over his own tongue unsurpassed before or since, which, 
to the mind of every reader, sets forth his golden thoughts in num- 
bers that so fill the ear, while to the raised soul they bring a sense 
of their entire adequacy to all that the poet labors to express. 

The perfection of poetic diction is indispensable to the highest 
poetic praise ; and the latter has been attained by those only who 
have been most thoroughly conversant at whatever period, and by 
whatever means, with the capacities of their native tongue, and most 
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Studious of that which for want of a better term, we may call the 
genius of expression. This is true of the greatest in all time. 
This it is that has embalmed, as men say, their productions, so that 
their vigor, and freshness, and beauty, seem only enhanced by age. 
This is, we conceive, a reason why the older English retain the 
bold they do on the affections of the scholars of our day. They 
are not always to be read for the concise or the free and flowing in 
style, but rather, we should say, for rare felicity in all that is strong, 
or simply naturally beautiful in phrase, in our literature. 

Ldterary history will show that with as near a likeness in other 
respects as may be, those works of the British poets for instance, 
ire more celebrated as English classics, and have conferred a more 
lasting fame on their authors, which approached nearest to perfection 
in the high art of embodying. Shakspeare, '^ the wild above rule 
of art^" may at 6rst seem a striking refutation of this remark ; and 
though it should jar with that peculiar veneration in which his in- 
stinctive and untutored genius is held, to represent him in the act of 
transcribing his immortal plays, weighing and sounding words, yet it 
were nothing unworthy of his genius, nor do his pages discountenance 
the idea. True he did not observe in the construction and linking: 
of the members the 6xed rules of the drama ; his is not the stately, 
heavy, scholar-like buskin of his great rival ; yet is there in him a 
refined conception, never surpassed, of the fitness, the power, the 
adequacy of his mother English. When we consider the unques- 
tioned and lasting preeminence of Gray and Campbell as poets, 
who have thrown such amaranthine graces around their lofty crea- 
tion as their exquisitely cultivated sense of the powers and charms 
of verse, and artist-like '^ limae labor" alone enabled them to realize, 
we have a convincing testimony of the value of the art in Poetry. 
Gray's productions are few, but where does the celestial fiie with 
which his genius was touched by nature, ever seem to have wasted 
in the slow process of the transfusion ; his odes especially have an 
intensity that completely answers our idea of the rapture, the " di- 
vine afflatus,^ of the bom bard. 

The practice of poets at the present day certainly indicates a less 
exalted notion of the value of the art of poetry than we have at- 
tempted to present ; than can well be entertained by minds bred as 
the poet's should be ; than is exemplified (a rare instance among the 
living children of the muse,) in the high-wrought verse of Campbell, 
a poet than whom none as we conceive has woven our English into 
periods of more soul-rousing ardor, more picturesque power and 
beauty, more mournful pathos. The short lyric (we should call it 
such) Hohenlinden is an adequate specimen of each of these kinds ; 
DO word but heightens the coloring of the impressive picture ; but 
has an individual force in moving the sentiment with which we see 
the beholder of the scene was animated. It should be read aloud 
with the best of elocution. Along with the varied style which each 
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verse demands, the mind is raised to a pitch from which it uowil- 
liDgly descends ; short and descriptive, we can here see clearly how 
the genius of the poet and the medium through which he sees come 
in to give it every touch it needs and (which is perhaps the higher 
art) none that are not essential to the effect. 

To display the merits of Campbell would lead one a long way, 
but we may say that setting aside the native qualities of his genius, 
in which we conceive, few of his contemporaries surpass him, he has 
fixed the verdure of his bays and made classic the name of the author 
of the " Pleasures of Hope," by that superiority which has long 
been accorded him in the incomparable art of the poet. 

We remember to have seen it thrown out as something in dispar- 
agement of the powers of Halleck that his 6ne lyrics bear evidence 
by their very strength and polish to severe labor in the composition. 
Yet these same productions, few in number, have given him a rank 
among American poets for vigor of sentiment, and at the same time, 
force and beauty of language and exquisite versification, such as 
some of his weaklier brethren may emulate in vain. 

We would shun the absurdity of substituting the shape for the 
living soul of every creation of the mind. We have aimed simply 
to present an idea of the value of poetic diction, considered as an 
art, and of the necessity of it in its perfection as an element of the 
highest poetic praise. Z* 

YaU OfUejge. 



LOVE'S RASH PROMISE. 

There's sadness on her aching brow, 

And paleness on her cheek ; 
For deep within there's writ a vow 

Those lips can never speak: 
A vow which binds its slavish chain 

Around that stricken heart; 
Which deeply plants a withering pain, 

And bids it ne'er depart. 

Her joyous laugh has pass'd away, 

And sighs have fiU'd its place ; 
While sunny smiles no longer play 

Across that lovely face. 
Those eyes which once more brightly flash'd, 

Than diamond's brilliant light, 
Are dimm'd with tears, like rain-drops dash'd 

Across the stars of night. 
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Ob, why so soon is life's young ray 

Thus darken'd with a storm 1 
And why must sorrow's lightning play 

Around that youthful forml 
'Tis love, which flies with careless wing, 

Thai's lighted on that flower, 
And left behind a poison 'd sting, 

Which lime can never cure. 



SEA SKETCHES. 

(Continued.) 

THE STORM. 

" Blow ye winds ! 
Ye waves! ye thunders! roll your tempest on ; 
Shake, ye old pillars of the marble sky ! 
Till all its orbs and all its worlds of lire 
Be loosened from their seats." Akenside. 

Owing to certain local causes, the winds along the American 
coast usually prevail from the southwest between the months of 
June and September, and have therefore been called by sailors the 
" American trade winds." As our average course for Europe was 
about east-north-east, these semi-trades were on our quarter, and 
consequently the first part of the voyage was quickly and pleasantly 
performed. The breeze was variable in its freshness, and at times 
would die away to a mere fanning zephyr. It was my favorite 
amusement on such occasions to row off in the jolly-boat to some 
distance from the Java, that I might observe and admire her ap- 
pearance. It has been said that " the two most beautiful sights, are 
a pretty woman in full dress, and a large ship under full sail." 
Whether the former be correct or not, judge ye ; — of the latter there 
can be no doubt. Whoever has seen it will acknowledge the truth 
of the assertion. Alone on the bosom of the ocean, the only object 
upon which the eye can rest, the gallant bark dispossesses us of the 
idea that she is but a collection of inanimate matter, united by the 
skill of man, and seems to be suddenly endued with life, and a no- 
ble queen of the billows as she is, to move among them as if con- 
scious of her superiority and imperial dignity. Though they may 
at times conspire for her destruction, yet again and again are they 
bafBed ; or if some wave more desperate than the rest plays the as- 
sassin's part, then wrapping close around, her own white sails for a 
winding sheets and raising herself to the very sky that she may 
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give the parting kiss of forgiveness to the storm-clouds, as thejr vent 
their rage upon her, she dies as a queen should die, 

— " nor unlamented oor unsang." 

From the day on which we took our departure from the Cape un- 
til the twentieth of September, the royals had not been taken in. 
So favorable had been the breeze, and so pleasant the weather, that 
even our little maiu-skysail had done us no unimportant service by 
exerting its infant strength to hasten us on our course. But these 
days of sunlight and serenity were drawing to a close. The west- 
erly wind had entirely died away, and for the space of Bfteen hours 
there was a dead calm. Not a ripple w*as to be seen on the waters, 
nor a sound heard except the flapping of the sails against the masts 
as the ship rose and fell with the fast expiring swell. The morning 
of the twentieth was as lovely a one as can be found in that season 
of the year when '' summer seems to linger in the lap of autumn." 
The sun drove up his burning chariot from his eastern palace unat- 
tended by a single cloud ; and, clad in all his regal insignia about to 
cross the equinoctial line, seemed to shine with unusual warmth and 
brilliancy. The calm still continued, and alone the bright king rode 
on, until he reached his meridian height. Here, in his vanity, he 
lingered for a moment to gaze upon himself in the ocean's waveless 
mirror, and then hastened on to his western home. This movement 
was the signal for the elements. No sooner had the sun turned bis 
back upon the meridian than cloud after cloud began, slowly at 6rst 
and as if in fear, but afterwards more confidently, to rise above the 
eastern horizon. These were the '' light scuds " coming as pio- 
neers to select the spot and prepare the way for the meeting and 
revelry of the elements. Others more dense succeeded, and the 
dark heavy bank which lay along the eastern board, unbroken by a 
single glen,* warned us that a storm was rapidly approaching. 
Soon after the rising of the '' scud " a slight dark-green ripple was 
seen at a distance upon the waters, and in a few moments the 
breeze reached the ship. All the light sails were taken in, and the 
topgallant-sails, together with the mainsail, handed. The wind con- 
tinued rapidly to freshen, while the dashing of the spray beneath the 
bow, and the incessant gurgling of the water as it rolled up under 
the counter of the ship, indicated that we were leaping over the bil- 
lows at no slow pace. As the wind was about northeast, and con- 
sequently ahead, the Java was going close-hauled ; but so smooth 
as yet was the sea, that all sails being full she made no leeway, and 
sailed nearly as fast as if the wind had been abeam or on the quarter. 

I was now about to witness, and, as I anticipated, to enjoy that 
sight which had been the ultimatum of my wishes, a storm at sea. 



* A glen is a bright spot between the lower edge of the clond-bank and the bori- 

ZOD. 
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As Captain N. was anxious to reach Europe as soon as possible, 
be continued to carry a heavy press of sail as long as the ship could 
possibly bear it. So vividly is that scene painted upon the canvass 
of memory, that I can see him even now standing, as he did, upon 
the weather quarter-deck, holding on to the monkey-rail to steady 
himself, while he watched the compass, and at one moment chided 
the man at the wheel for not keeping the ship close to the wind, 
and at another for shaking the sails, and then, as some fresh flaw 
struck the ship, casting an anxious glance aloft to the topmasts as 
they bent under the force of the breeze. 

' Now, my good madam,' said Capt. N., addressing the ship as 
be was often wont to do, ' show my young friend here that of all the 
gallant craft which sail these waters there is not one that can play 
with the gale like yourself. Look,' said he, turning to me, * see 
how beautifully she flies along almost in the wind's eye. One half 
of the frigates in our navy, with a breeze like this, would be flinging 
the spray over the lee foreyard arm, while the good lady scarcely 
sprinkles her cat-heads. I have often wished that I could fall in 
with one of those frigates in a gale of wind, and if the Java did not 
shame them I am no sailor.' 

I knew very well that every sailor thinks his own craft the best, 
and consequently made all proper allowance for Captain N.'s en- 
thusiasm ; yet I could not but acknowledge that beautiful as bad 
been my ideas of a ship rushing over the waters under a full press 
of canvass, the Java exceeded them all. Though the wind had now 
increased to a gale, the captain manifested no disposition to sborteo 
sail. His practiced eye, never still, was in every part of the vessel, 
ready to detect the first appearance of injury either to the spars or 
the rigging. 

As the men had nothing to do but stand ready to act at a mo- 
ment's warning, (hey were all collected together under the lee of 
the camboose, at one moment telling their long yams of the dangers 
they had passed through, and the storms they had witnessed, and at 
another watching and remarking upon the movements of Captain N. 
and the action of the vessel. 

'Many's the craft,' said one of them, whose deep-lined, weather- 
beaten features, bore evidence that he had been tossing upon the 
seas for many years, and to whom all looked up with deference as 
the most experienced among them, ' many's the craft that has car- 
ried this old hulk of mine across these same waters, and many's tbe 
one I've been proud of in a gale like this, but blast my eyes if ever 
I want a better sea-boat than the Java. As for sailing, Old Breezer 
has to puff like a grampus to keep up with her, and she is no more 
afraid of salt water than a porpoise is. And there's our captain, a 
regular-built forecastle sailor ; — be never crept into the cabin win- 
dows me, that I know by the roll of bis walk and tbe cut of bb 

whiskers. These fresh-water dandy captains, like the last 1 sailed 
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under, who canH tell a sheet anchor from a cat-hook, instead of 
cracking on and combing the snarls out of old Neptune's hair, wOuld 
DOW be laying to under a close-reefed main-topsail, and saying their 

prayers in the cabin, blast the cowardly ' 

The speaker was interrupted by the green hand, almost paralyzed 
with fright, ' Ain't none of you afeer'd we shall all sink and be 
drownded ?' 

* Sink, you horse marine, sink ? did you ever hear of a sailor's be- 
ig afraid of sinking, you whiie-liver'd Varmounter ? I say, cook, 

t rub your black paws over this baby's face and give it some col- 
Ofi or curse me we shall all be sea-sick together.' 

* Ob don't— don't — I aint't frightened — no I ain't a bit — ' 
'You lie, you are; your knees shake worse than a piece of bunt- 
ing io a hurricane. Clap a stopper on your jaw, I tell you, young- 
ster,' as the boy was about to interrupt him, ' or I'll make youfi nd 
soundings in the lee scuppers.' 

Tbb threat, however severe it may have seemed, was thrown out 
only to create a laugh among the older sailors, in accordance with 
that right which all jack tars assume, of browbeating and frighten- 
ing every green hand. But it was sufficient. The poor fellow 
withdrew himself from the circle, and leaning his head over the 
windlass-bit, grasping it at the same time with both hands to secure 
himself, began to repent the step he had taken in leaving bis home. 

* Dam my eyes if I ain't sick of this business. I guess if I hain't 
made a plaguy mistake in coming to sea, I don't know. I wish 
I was back on the farm again hoeing potatoes. If ever I get back 
there safe, I'll give any man the best wood lot in the whole state 
if he catches me on board a ship again. Oh dear,' (as the ship 
made a heavier plunge than usual) ' what a wicked man that cap- 
ting is to frighten me so. I mean to go and ask him to take down 
those sails a little while. Oh dear, how bad I begin to feel about 
the ' 

Before he could close his sentence, a heavy sea striking the ship 
on the weather bow, dashed its spray completely across the forecas- 
tle, wetting him to the skin, and so frightened was he, that letting 
go his hold upon the bit, the ship at the same moment^eeling down 
from the shock, the luckless fellow was pitched over backwards into 
the water that lay in the waist. 

It was now evident to the captain and officers that it was impossi- 
ble to carry such a press of sail any longer. The conversation of 
the sailors therefore was soon interrupted by a cry from the chief 
mate. 'All hands aft ! come my boys, what we do now must be 
done at once and in true sailor style — stand by those maintopsail 
halliards — man the reef tackles — Are you ready ?' 

*Aye, aye, sir.' 

* Slack away on your halliards then — round in the clue garnets- 
sway away on those reef-tackles — give them another pull and then 
jump aloft, my good fellows.' 
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^ How many reefs shall we put id,' enquired the second mate. 

' Put in two — mind that you haul the earings chock out and knot 
your points well, as we may want to carry on that reef for some 
time.' 

In a few minutes the topsail was reefed and hoisted — the foretop- 
sail and spanker were also double reefed, and as the ship carried a 
stiff weather helm the mizen topsail was handed. By the time this 
was accomplished the sun had set. The gale still continued regu- 
larly to freshen and the seas, under its influence, to increase in size. 
The rain too had commenced falling and we had the prospect for 
the night before us of encountering one of those violent equinoctial 
gales which usually arise at this season of the year. At eight bells* 
the first watch for the night came on deck, well protected with their 
pea jackets and tarpaulins against the storm. The rest of the crew 
were permitted to go below, after having been reminded by the mate 
that their nap would be a short one. The captain and second mate 
bad also retired to their state-rooms. So intense was the excitement 
created by the gathering storm that I had no inclination to leave the 
deck, and seating myself therefore upon the weather side of the 
companion way, regardless of the rain with which I was completely 
drenched, I gave full scope to my feelings. 

Possessing a lively imagination to which the spur rather than the 
curb had always been applied, I loved, when on the land, to stray 
away to some commanding elevation and there watch the rise and 
progress of the storm, when, grasping in its hand the lightning, with 
blackened brow and giant step it came rushing down the mountain's 
tides and through the valleys, leaving every where the impress of its 
fury. I could sit for hours listening to its wild scream until I fiincied 
it a living being and longed to join in its revelry. Much more then 
was my imagination aroused, and far more wantonly did it sport, as 
I watched for the first time the movements of a storm upon the sea. 
Led on step by step I had forgotten the ship, the ocean, and the 
whistling of the blast among the rigging, and had created around 
me, under the inspiration of the moment, an ideal world, in which 1 
was revelling in all the wildness of fancy. 

* Well Charles,' said the mate, who had seated himself by my 
side, ' how like you old Boreas' lullaby while Neptune is rocking 
us in our cradle ?' 

I started from my reverie with feelings strongly akin to anger at 
the sudden destruction of the beautiful bubble upon which I bad 
been gazing. While endeavoring to recollect myself, I replied 
somewhat sharply, ' what did you say ?' 



* The watches are reckoned from noon and consist of four honrs each, with 
the exception of a short watch from six to eight, P. M., called *' the dog watch." 
The bell is struck every half hour. 
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'Ajre you asleep? Have you been dreaming about the bright 
(aces at home? if so, curse me if you are not the prettiest dreamer 
I have ever seen upon a ship's deck. I asked how you liked this 
northeaster that is playing such pranks with the billows.' 

' Like it ? I like it much, — woul4^at we had more of it. Do 
you call this a severe storm ?' ^ 

* Indeed 1 do, and I can tell you, that this is none of those baby 
blasts that go creeping along over the land like a duck in shallow 
water. It is one of old Stormer's real boys and he will let us know 
it too before he quits us.' 

^ Do you think,' said I, catching with delight his last expressioUi 
'do you think that the wind will continue to increase until we have 
one of those tremendous gales of which you were speaking a few 
days since ?' 

' I will tell you what, Charles, I have been on the sea for nearly 
fifteen years and I never knew a storm to commence as this has 
without its terminating in a perfect hurricane. Depend upon it, 
before the morning dawns, you will wish yourself ashore more tbaa 
a thousand times.' 

' Never — never !' I replied ; and rising from my seat I sprung to 
the weather rail. Waving my hat above my head with enthusiasmi 
I shouted to the utmost extent of my voice, 

* Come on, my good breezes — muster all your forces and show 
us what you can do ! make these topsails feel that a stranger has 
bold of them ! arouse up you cowards, — the old foresail is laughing 
at you. Come on and do your best ; I, at least, am not afraid ci 
you.' Having thrown out my challenge, I commenced whistling,* 
that I might woo if I could not enrage. 

* Hush,' said the mate, — 'you will wake those below. You are a 
noble fellow and ought to live and die on the sea and find a sailor's 
grave 



liVhat more he would have said I know not, for at this moment, 
as if provoked by the childish insult I had just given, a furious blast 
swept through the rigging and by the sails, while almost simultane- 
ously with it, an immense sea lifting its white head over the weather 
bow broke in upon deck sweeping the whole length of the vessel. 

' We have it now in right good earnest,' said the mate. ' These 
sails must be off the ship in less than ten minutes or they will be 
blown to rags and the ship down on her beam ends. Jump and 
call the captain and second mate, while I go forward and get every 
thing ready for heaving too.' 

I hastened to obey the order, and as I passed down the gangway 
I heard the mate's voice rising above the gale, 

' Call all hands.' 



• Sailors believe that the wind is increased by whistling on the weather side of 
the vessel. 

TOL. II. 45 
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^ All bands, a — b— o— y,' was borne on the air> asone of the meo 
aroused bis sleeping comrades. 

Mo matter bow deep tbe slumber wbich holds the sailor ; let bat 
tbe summons 'All bands, ahoy/ be sounded above bim, and he is 
on deck and even on tbe topsail yard before tbe ecbo has fully died 
away. It was so in this case. Every man was immediately at bis 
post. At tbe captain's request I look the wheel and pemutted the 
helmsman to assist in shortening sail. The forelopsai) and foresail 
were banded and the maiotopsail close reefed, and under this sail 
together with the foretopmast staysail the ship was hove to, that 
she might safely ride out the gale. The helm was lashed alee and 
the watch again retired below. 

However powerfully tbe wind may have Mown at the time of my 
conversation with the mate, it was then but a breath compared with 
tbe roar which now went thundering through tbe air. Tbe seas bad 
increased to an enormous size, and the whole ocean was in a boiling 
foam. Wave chased wave. Some more ambitious than tbe resT, 
would strive to outdo their fellows in rearing their heads an high, 
until growing dizzy with their elevation they tumbled one over 
another while a hoarse laugh seemed to ring across tbe waters. Tbe 
'< lulls" which usually attend a gale, in this instance were not beard; 
it was one harsh uninterrupted scream. At one moment tbe ship 
was riding '' mid heaven" on the crest of a mountain wave which 
rolled on with the lightning's speed, and at another was sinking m^ 
the trough of the sea, while the water, as she fell, poured like a cal* 
aract upon deck over the leerail. The masts groaned under tbe 
merciless treatment they were receiving, while the noble ship her- 
self would first reel to and fro, and then lie shivering as if stunned bjr 
the repeated blows wbich fell upon her. 

The night sped on with no abatement of tbe violence of tbe wind 
or the seas. Thus far however we had rode out the gale in safety. 
Although surrounded with danger and liable at any moment either 
to capsize or to spring aleak, in which case all must inevitably have 
perished, not a breath of fear stirred in my bosom ; on tbe contrarr 
it was to me a night of intense delight ; and allhough I did not wiui 
that any accident might happen, yet, urged on by that uncontroilaUe 
power whose influence every one when in a state of excitement ex- 
periences, I secretly longed for something more terrible. It aooa 
came. The main-topsail had nobly bared its unflinching bosom t» 
the wild blast and toiled with all its strength to keep tbe ship headed 
to tbe wind, until feeling itself aggrieved, that while all tbe other 
sails were quietly sleeping in their gaskets, it was compelled single 
handed to fight the storm, it determined to endure it no longer. I 
bad just commenced remarking to the officer of tbe deck that tbe 
main storm-staysail ought to supply the place of tbe topsail, when 
a sudden sharp report overhead brought us upon our feet, and upon 
looking aloft we saw the remains of the topsail, wbicb iiad 
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reot from the bolt-ropes, flying in shreds upon the gale. Without 
waiting to consider whether I had any right so to do, I sprung for- 
ward and commenced giving my orders to the men. The ship hav- 
ing now no sail to keep her to the wind, fell off at first, and then 
broaching to just as I had reached the waist, an enormous wave came 
crushing in through the fore rigging, sweeping and tearing away every 
thing before it. I caught but a glance of the sea and just beard the 
mate's voice, * Look out ! save yourselves !' before I felt myself 
buried in its bosom. Choked with the water which was pouring 
into my throat, I convulsively threw out my hands to save myself, 
as I was borne along in the mingled mass. At this moment my 
senses left me, and I knew nothing more until I found myself in my 
berth and the steward bathing my temples. Upon enquiry I learnt, 
that the sea had carried me aft more than half the length of the ship, 
about fifty feet, and dashed me against the bulwarks, doubling my 
body over the lee-rail and davit. Had I been lifted but a few inch- 
es higher, I should have gone overboard and perished. Although 
much bruised by the accident, I rose from my berth and hastened on 
deck, disregarding the entreaties of the steward who strove to detain 
me. The sea, 1 found, had completely swept the deck, carrying 
away nearly all the bulwarks and stanchions abaft the fore-shrouds — 
borne oflT the camboose and long-boat — and dashed to pieces in its 
course the companion-way and binnacle. The fore-topmast also 
bad been snapt off near the cap, carrying along with it the fore and 
main top-gallant and royal masts. The ship was rolling in the sea 
a complete wreck. This was not the worst. Two poor fellows, 
who had been caught like myself in the waist of the ship, were 
washed overboard and buried in the bosom of the ocean. How the 
rest of those on deck escaped I cannot tell, unless it was that all, 
with the exception of the second mate, were forward of the sea 
as it eame in, while he being well aft had time to secure himself by 
clinging to the tafferel. 

Am the main-mast was still standing, the main storm-staysail was 
set, under which the ship was again hove too. As if satisfied with 
having wreaked its vengeance upon our poor craft and also upon me 
in return for the challenge I had given during the earlier part of the 
Bigbt, the wmd in a few hours, after hauling to the south and en- 
deavoring to bury us under a flood of rain, began to lull, and by the 
time morning dawned it was entirely calm. The storm clouds had 
nearly all fled, and the sun rose with a smiling face to cheer us in 
our sorrows. The ocean, as if wearied with its sport, was fast sink- 
ing to rest, save that here and there a few of the old patriarch waves 
might be seen combing over, like giants in their death struggles. 
The wreck of the masts was cleared away and new ones sent up, and 
before night all sail was again crowded upon the ship. A fine breeze 
had sprung up from the westward, and forgetful of our past misfor- 
tunei, all on board were as laughing as if nothing had bemllen us, so 
true is it that care and sorrow find no lodgment in a sailor's bosom. 



PARENTAL LOVE. 

Easts kiiov3 doc lore so parv, so deep, so strong'. 
As that wkick is m pamt's bosom barns. 
Tis paanooless — yrt not e'en passioD s tdf, 
LibIb hcmit to bcjut in bond so firm. Tts parr, — 
For DOC more free from selfish tboo^t s tlie love 
Wbicb lor tk' Eternal boms in angels' breasts, 
Than tbat vkich, earljr kindliDg, nertr dies, 
Upon tbe altar of a parent's bean. 
This well of lore is deep — for tboogk 'lis oft, 
Aje often, called opoo to larisb forth 
Its priceless stores, it ne'er exhaosts, but like 
A mine of meul rare, the deeper pierce, 
The more abondaoi and more choice the ore. 
A child maj cause a parent s heart to break. 
Bat jec the latest throb beats varm 
For the offending bat beloved one. 

• • • • Bat man is vile 
And serpent-like ; he'll stiag the breast vhich wanned 
Him into life, and plant the thorn where nought 
Bot bads of lore and hope should bloom. 

B. H. 



CONTENDING PARTIES IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

The age m which we live is remarkable id many respects. lo 
tdvaoces in literature and science it is distinguished far above those 
which have preceded it. It is the age of benevolent action, of a 
high standard of mental and moral attainment. But the prominent 
characteristics of the present age, seem to be the spirit of improve- 
ment in political science, every where prevalent, — the uprooting of 
old theories of government, and the consequent breaking in upon 
long established and time-hallowed institutions. 

Many clauses have tended to the accomplishment of these revolu- 
tions, the precise influence of which, so seemingly contradictory are 
they in their nature, it has baffled the wisdom of many philosophers 
and statesmen to determine. One great, and in our opinion, the 
roost conclusive reason for the revolutions in Europe during the past 
fifty years, lies in the constant amelioration of man's intellectual be- 
ing, occasioned both by the general difiusion of knowledge, and by a 
disposition to examine into the elements of political science. Such 
a state of mind has been in the process of formation ever since the 
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days of the Reformation, and the discoTery of the art of printiog ; 
but it has been reserved for the present age to behold its perfection, 
and to witness its fruits. That such feelings, being those of a vaal 
majority of mankind, must produce mighty results, that they may 
by a mad spirit of revolutionary fury, cause the direst convulsioosi 
or that they may by a strict and proper guidance, prove a blessing 
to the world by securing to its inhabiunts the institutions of enlight- 
ened liberty, requires but little foresight to predict with confidence. 
But it should be remembered that modern theories of govern- 
ment are new principles, and every new principle, whether in sci- 
ence or morals, can never be established without opposition from 
deep rooted prejudices or from opinions founded in error, still lest 
can more liberal forms of government, such as public opinion at the 
present day seems to demand, supersede monarchical institutions 
without long continued combat with the force of truth against preju- 
dice, its direst and its deadliest foe. It is a truth which should be 
distinctly remembered, that in all enlightened nations, even in re- 
publican America, the people may be classed politically into two 
grand divbions ; the one consists of those who are opposed to a 
liberal construction of the powers of government, and who deny that 
the popular will should be in every sense representative; — the other, 
of those who believe that all authority should emanate from the peo- 

Ele themselves, as all government should be designed for the mutual 
enefit of the governed. Especially is this the case at the present 
day in England, and it is an examination into the causes and effects 
of these principles, the censuring of what has a tendency to excess 
in either, and a commendation of what is truly excellent in both, that 
we propose at present. It would perhaps be well to observe that 
the spirit of r ancor exhi bited by both parties is commensurate with 
the interests which theyliave at stake, and that the eventual tri- 
umph of either principle will cause the annihilation of the other. 

The first thing which claims our attention as peculiar to those 
who are opposed to any change in the existing state of affiiirs is, the 
spirit of reverence, of an almost idolatrous awe, with which they 
regard every institution bearing the stamp of age. Experience 
teaches us that men are led away by their passions rather than by 
the dictates of sober judgment, by warmth of feeling rather than 
by the impartial voice of reason. Thus is it with men in England. 
Looking with a feeling of awe upon the fabric which their foremtheis 
have erected, they dare not through respect for their memory and 
wisdom, endeavor to strengthen the tottering structure or give sym- 
metry to its misshapen proportions. That this feeling of reverence 
has the greatest political importance, the most casual view of the 
state of parties in Great Britain, and of the reasons advanced bv 
each in support of their respective creeds, will suflke to prove. At 
seems to us here, we are free to acknowledge, inconceivable that, in 
a country professing to be free, the right of forcing the people to 
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support the established religion, of excluding men from office ott 
account of their religious tenets, of bribery and comiptioDi sboiiM 
ever be seriously claimed, save by those who are personally inter* 
ested in sustaining so bloated and rotten a system. Yet are tbesd 
rights asserted not only by a blood-sucking, and profligate priest* 
hood, but by very many who, judging that the elements of present 
prosperity roust be the same as those of the past, far from consid* 
ering these abuses as so many incubi on their institutions, maintaia 
them as the very corner-stone of the British constitution. 

But the effects of this spirit of reverence are not less blinding 
nor less infatuating than those produced by an idea very generally 
prevalent in Great Britain, that it is impossible to alter in any iimih 
ner their institutions without impairing their efficacy. The Eoglisli 
constitution must be founded on a basis far less enduring than we 
should naturally infer, judging by its past history, if acknowledged 
defects cannot be remedied without endangering the whole structure. 
That it is a noble edifice even now with all its feults, no one can 
deny, but that it is possible, and even necessary, to change many of 
its fundamental maxims to suit the genius of the present age, is equal* 
ly well ascertained. Common sense plainly proves that gradual but 
firm inroads must be made upon those institutions which have no 
claim on a free people except the antiquity of their origin. If a to* 
tal subversion of the present government is feared by the cooserva* 
tive party, it does not become them, nor indeed is it their interest, to 
oppose every innovation ; but they would do well to let the spirit of 
reiorm sate itself by causing wholesome changes, and not urge it to ex* 
cess by a stubborn and headstrong resistance to it in its milder (bnns« 
We come now to consider another great party in England who are 
in favor of the modem and more liberal forms of government dT 
which we have spoken, and whose existence with the avowed de* 
sign of removing glaring abuses in the constitution of the govern* 
ment, would naturally render the gulf which separate Conservatives 
and Reformers immeasurably wide. The foundation of this psrtjr 
was based on the most patriotic and praiseworthy principles, view* 
ing with indignant sorrow the many increasing abuses both in the 
constitution and administration of the government, its founders en* 
deavored to abate, if not to eradicate them by a system of salutary 
reform. Again, it was not their design to change the present form 
of government, on the contrary it was their constant endeavor to 
shun any such imputation ; they wished to render a monareby ae 
perfect, and the people as sovereign, as under such circumstancea 
they could be. 

It is however true that these noble principles have been greatly 
perverted since their first establishment, nor would we judge our* 
selves safe in asserting that there was no party in Great Britaio 
looking to a dissolution of the monarchy. But it is these prineiplas 
as they were first advocated, and as they are roaintaioed by theif 
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moit ealfghtened supporters, with which we have to do. It would 
in our opinion save those much trouble, who wonder why the same 
institutions will not suit the present age^ as those under which their 
ibrefiithers lived, if they would recollect that just in proportion as 
the world grows older, the people grow wiser. And this being the 
case, and there being acknowledged defects in the government, there 
must be opposition to it from the source which this evil afiects, and 
be the event what it may, whether a dissolution of the government 
or DOC, it is idle to suppose that the people will not use the remedy 
in their own hands. That the government is not now as near per- 
fectioD as it might be is evident ; that a spirit of reform is abroad is 
equally evident, and that the reasons advanced for sustaining the 
eountless abuses in the government are entirely fallacious, common 
sense proclaims. 

Can we fail then as Americans, as lovers of liberty, as unbiassed 
spectators of this great contest, to prefer moderate reform to mode- 
rate conservatism, to cherish a fond hope of the eventual purging of 
this DOW foul Gehenna of political impurity. We speak not now, as 
we said before, of the excess or the abuse of these principles. No I 
there is nothing we would deprecate more earnestly than continued 
agitation in the political world, and there is nothing which is so sub- 
versive of rational liberty, as sudden and radical changes in the 
government. We are as much opposed to that delusively wicked 
scheme of arraying the poor against the rich, and to many other 
doctrines of radicalism, as we are to the most ultra conservatism, 
and believe them both equally inimical to the best interests of the 
people. But there is a mean between these extremes, for which 
all who love free principles and who desire that the English con- 
stitution should be imbued with their spirit should unceasingly con- 
tend. It is that rational administration of the government which 
has for its basis the interests of the people, and which is the only 
system ever devised consistent with reason and right. It is to this 
genius of reform that the spirit of the British constitution must ul- 
timately conform itself, and we have strong presumptive evidence 
of the truth of this position in the growing intelligence of the peo- 
ple, and in their more extended knowledge of the principles which 
should regulate all governments. 

A word as to the probable influence of reform principles in Eng- 
land, and we have done. When we reflect what she is now, the 
mightiest power in Europe, the mistress of the seas, her resources 
and her energies unrivalled, and the wealth and enterprise of her sons 
unequalled — and all this under the curses of a profligate church es- 
tablishment, of unequal and unjust representation, of burdens too 
grievous to be borne, and too varied here to enumerate, we catch but 
a faint glimpse of her glorious destiny if the work of reform now so 
nobly l^gun, should be carried out until these abuses are eradicated. 
Not only in Eoglaod would this reform produce results the most beo- 
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I, but it would shed a light over all her colonies and dependen- 
cies which would breathe new life into naUons now oppressed and 
trodden in the dust. Then would Ireland be what she ought to be, 

" Great, glorious, and free, 

Fairest flower of the earth, 
And brightest gem of the sea." 

Then would the whole world, incited by her example, cherish the 
spirit of liberty in its true dignity and power, and many nations guided 
by her experience, would hereafter rise up and call her blessed. 

Such are some of the probable results of that mighty system of 
reform now projected in Great Britain. Its motto and its destiny 
are onward. Cherished in the hearts of the good and noble of all 
nations, its successful issue cannot be doubted, while its power will 
ever be exercised where there is occasion for its action. S. 



THE LAMENT. 

Adieu, my harp, thy plaintive strain is o*er! 
I wake thy wild and trembling chords no more ; 
Thy youthful hopes have vanished, one by one, 
As fade the glories of the setting sun ; 
His golden beams at morn may brighter burn, 
But oh ! the minstrel's hopes can ne'er return. 

Full fair yon starry canopy of night. 
And fair yon silvery planet's beaming light; 
But eyes are dim in death and hearts are riren, 
That gazed with me on yon unclouded heaven ! 
From silver moon and starry sky I turn ; 
The minstrel drops a tear on memory's urn. 

My weary life has been one fevered dream, 
A wild and transient glow, a passing gleam, 
More fitful than the rush of tameless waves, 
That onward roll to ocean's secret graves ; 
Yet fiercest waves may slumber in the deep, 
But when — when shall the minstrel calmly sleep 1 

For me the festive hall no more is bright, 

And beauty's cheek has lost its magic light; 

The brightest cheek may blanch with grief untold, 

The heart may palsy ere the pulse grows cold : 

The laurel wreath lies faded, wither'd, dead. 

And ah ! the minstrel's smile for e'er has fled. 

O. C K. 
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THE LIBERATORS, 



A TALE OF P£RU. 



The storm of war had passed. That name, which for a roomeiil 
blazed like a meteor athwart the night of tyranny, filling with dis- 
may the hosts of oppression, had gone out in darkness, and tenfold 
deeper gloom hung over the unhappy Peruvians. But those scenes 
of blood which had filled with horror the surrounding nations, were 
only the germs of a mightier revolution. 

The royal governor Canterac still ruled, with a rod of iron, a 
people whom tyranny had rendered almost desperate. In the 
year 1810, Don Eugenio Canterac, the only son of the viceroy, 
arrived in Lima. On the departure of his father from Spain, be, 
when very young, had been left behind to receive an education suit- 
able for the station which he was designed to occupy. While al 
the university he became strongly attached to Don Simon Bolivar, a 
young American, from whom he received many glowing descriptions 
of the country in which he was destined to spend his life. After 
leaving the university and traveling in France, England and other 
European countries, the two friends arrived in South America, where 
they were for the first time separated, not however without an en- 
gagement to meet again, and pursue their professional studies at the 
same institution. The appearance of Eugenio at Lima was bailed 
with joy by the inhabitants, they scarcely knew why, for though bis 
noble and commanding air inspired feelings of admiration and re- 
spect, still they had strong fears that he would prove their future op- 
pressor. For several succeeding years after his arrival, he remained 
in Lima quietly pursuing his studies, the war at the north having pre- 
vented his meeting his early friend as had been anticipated. Much 
of his time was also spent in giving instruction to bis only sister, 
who was several years younger than himself, and who, in the rapid- 
ity of her progress, both in science and literature, evinced a strength' 
and brilliancy of intellect that equally surprised and delighted him. 
In the artless modesty of her manner, also, there was a charm whksh 
surpassed all the beauty and accomplishments that be had witnessed 
amid the chivalric splendor of the court of Spain, and her beauty^ 
wit and amiable cheerfulness, rendered her the life and delight d 
every circle in which she moved. But her countenance was not al- 
ways bright. The watchful eye of her affectionate brother saw at 
times the light of her smiles fading away, a shade of deepest gloom 
stealing over her brow, and mingled in that expression of sadness, 
a mysterious dignity, that filled him with strange feelings of awe and 
admiration. Regarding his sister thus almost as a superior bebg, 
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Eugenio noticed with pleasure her carelessness of the homage paid 
by her many admirers, and often cherished the secret hope that he 
might at some future period introduce to her acquaintance his early 
friend, whom alone he considered worthy to possess the hand of one 
like her. Neither did he abandon this hope, even when he knew 
that Bolivar was a leader in the rebellion against the power of Spain. 
At length, weary of his quiet mode of life, when all around was in 
agitation, he resolved to visit Venezuela, which was now the seat of 
war. On the evening previous to the day appointed for his depart- 
ure, he sought the bower of his sister to bid her farewell. He was 
beginning to make an apology for his intrusion, but suddenly ceased 
in alarm, for as she looked up with a faint smile, he saw that her 
cheek was deadly pale and her eyes were swollen with weeping. 

" I am ever happy in your presence," she said, quickly, " but 
leave me now, for a few moments, dear Eugenio, I would be alone." 

He retired immediately, but concealed himself where he could 
observe all that passed. No sooner was she alone, than falling on 
the seat with convulsive emotions, she gave vent to her anguish in 
a paroxysm of tears. Eugenio rushed back, and raising her in his 
arms, said with tenderness, *' Ah ! my sister, my only beloved sis- 
ter, why will you not make known to me the cause of your grief? 
Dare you not conBde in your brother ? Do I not love you better 
than all else ?" 

" Yes," said the trembling maiden, with emotion, " I know you 
love me. I would tell you all, but I may not. Thy father has 
threatened death to me if I disclose it." 

^* My father ? what mean you Isabel ! tell me, I beseech you tell 
roe ; (or I -swear by all that's sacred in heaven, I will defend you 
with my last breath, even against my father." 

" I will tell thee then, Eugenio, 1 am not thy sister. No, my fa- 
ther's name was Amaru, a name feared and hated by his enemies. 
Whilst fighting bravely for freedom he was taken by the armies of 
your father, who was determined, at one blow, to extirpate the race 
of the Incas, and with it the spirit of freedom. The soldiers seized 
my mother, my little brother, and myself." Here sobs choked her 
utterance. 

As she continued in broken accents to relate how her father, after 
bis tongue had been cut out, was drawn in quarters by horses, his mu- 
tilated body burnt to ashes and strewed to the winds ; of the shock- 
ing murder of her mother, and her little brother torn from her, wiWIy 
screaming, and slain, Eugenio at first sat motionless and pale with 
horror, but as she proceeded, his face became red with indignation. 
He sprang upon his feet, clenched his hands in rage and agony, and 
cried aloud, "O Bolivar ! thou wast right ! Tyrants, wolves, fiends, 
would ye not spare even helpless infancy !" 

" Thy father ! O heavens ! he will hear you ! we shall be discov- 
ered," exclaimed Isabel, clinging to his arm, and bringing him to a 
sense of their danger. 
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She was not mistaken. Canterac was seen at a distance advan* 
cing towards his house. He entered, but not finding his sod, canie 
into the garden. When he saw the paleness of Isabel, and confu* 
sion in the looks of both, a dark suspicion came over bis mind. Sup* 
pressing it, however, he addressed them with a smile, informing Eu- 
genic that the official dispatches were finished, and at an early hour 
conveyance would be in readiness for his jouniey. 

^< Let it be delayed," said Eugenic; '^through accident, my pre- 
parations are not yet completed." 

Canterac looked at both with unwonted sternness, and tumiog 
abruptly, walked away. 

" 1 am lost," exclaimed Isabel, as soon as he was gone. 

'' Never, no, never shalt thou be injured, my own dearest Isabelf 
my more than sister. I will protect you. I love you better than 
my own life, which I will risk in your defense ; only say that I am 
loved in return." 

In that crimson blush and downcast look he saw her answer, and 
stretching forth his arms, for one short moment, in that thrilling enrw 
brace all their dangers were forgotten. But their time of transport 
was brief, for Isabel was soon summoned to meet Canterac alone* 
Entering his apartment, she read her doom in the dark frown upoD 
his brow. 

^* Daughter of the rebel chief," he said, " dost thou remember my 
threat ?" 

'' I do," she replied, while her whole frame shook with fear. 

'' Then if thou art obedient thou art still secure. Gen. Valdes 
has this day sought your hand in marriage. It is my will to grant 
his request. Dost thou consent to be his ?" 

" Thy will has ever been my own, it is so still." 

'' Let preparations then be hastened for the marriage, and Euge- 
nic, who wishes to delay his journey for a few days, can witness the 
ceremony." 

Being dismissed with these words, she hastened to Eugenio and 
told him all. Then for the first time his confidence forsook him, and 
he knew not what to do. *^ We cannot fly," he said ; '' the gates of 
the city are well guarded. I cannot, will not leave you unprotectedi 
and yet I only remain to see you wed another. But I must leavt 
you," said he, suddenly starting up. '^ Valdez I know loves you 
tenderly. Persuade him to delay the ceremony as long as poasiblei 
and I will bring relief or perish in the attempt." 

They parted, and Eugenio, giving notice of his readiness for bb 
journey, was away at the time appointed. Week after week passed^ 
but he did not return. Valdez at length becoming impatient and 
suspicious at the long delay, insisted that the marriage should take 
place within three days. The evening of the last day came, but 
brought no relief. That night the protracted and increasing alarm 
of Isabel arose almost to delirium. She believed her lover ^d sac* 
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rificed his life for ber. A bated marriage and a life of misery were 
before ber, witb do alternative but the awful death by which both 
ber parents perished. " Merciful heavens !" she cried, '^ must I 
submit ? O, my adored parents ! is there none of your spirit within 
roe, to save me from a life of slavery ! Yes, I can, I will die like 
you. Holy Virgin, strengthen me !" and she sunk on her knees in 
prayer, while tears coursed freely down her cheeks. 

At length she arose, with a countenance pale, but calm and de- 
termined, and passing to the window murmured, ^' Now tyrants do 
your worst, I am prepared to meet you." She sat down and gazed 
wistfully out upon the mountains. The bright and delicious hues 
of the dawn were just appearing above their distant summits ; the 
cool air of morning played softly around her temples, and she felt 
revived and strengthened for the trial. Presently the heavy tones 
of the bell of the great cathedral, echoing in the deep stillness, fell 
like a death-knell on her ear. But she listened not long to the 
sound, ere the roll of the drum was heard, quickly followed by the 
neigh of the war-steed, the rattling of cannon and the roar of the 
multitude in the streets. She hastened to the room of Canterac to 
learn the cause, but not finding him there, went out through the 
multitude in the street, and passing unmolested through the gate, 
hope, fear and terror winging her flight, soon reached by a well 
known path the summit of a mountain that overlooked the city, the 
plain, and the ocean. Far off on the bosom of the blue Pacific, a 
fleet appeared, moving under full sail towards Callao. As she stood 
gazing on the beautiful sight, the shrill blast of a bugle echoed 
among the mountains behind her. Turning, she could see at inter- 
vals, between the cliffs, the wave of banners, and the glitter of bur- 
nished arms. A gallant army soon came forth upon the plain, and 
drew up in order of battle ; at the same time the Spanish forces, led 
on by Valdez, were issuing from the gates of Lima to meet them. 
The left wing of the strange army, on which the cavalry were post- 
ed, was so near the foot of the mountain on which Isabel stood, that 
she could distinctly see the countenances of the nearest soldiers. 
The chief of the horsemen was mounted on a powerful charger, and 
distinguished by a white plume that nodded gracefully as he rode. 
Raising his cap as he wheeled to harangue his troops, Isabel beheld 
with transports the face of Eugenic, but her joy was quickly followed 
by deep apprehension for his safety, as the deadly fight was near. 
Still sbe gazed intently on the scene, witnessing the effect of his 
thrilling eloquence upon the soldiers. As they bent forward eager 
to catch every word, the fire of battle was kindled in every eye, and 
when he ceased, the impatient cry of *< Lead us on, Licad us on," 
was heard from the whole line ; while faintly from a distance arose 
tbe shout of the advancing enemy. At that instant the cannonading 
began, pouring death through the ranks of both armies ; and a dense 
cloud of smoke arising shut the bloody field from view. Nothing 
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could be seen but red sheets of flame, flashing through the gloom, 
till a light breeze lifted the dark veil, and showed the fierce com- 
batants rushing on to the swift vengeance of the bayonet. As they 
closed, a shrill wild yell arose, the ranks reeled to and fro for a mo- 
ment, and the patriots gave way. Eugenic saw the infantry failing, 
and at the head of the victorious cavalry, dashed into the main body 
of the enemy, trampling hundreds in the dust and dealing death 
at every blow. In the mean time, Isabel in wildering agony had 
watched the progress of the fight, her straining eyes following the 
white plume wherever it waved, till in the very midst of the enemy 
she saw it fall — her brain reeled and she saw no more. When she 
recovered, the roar of battle sounded at a distance, becoming fainter 
and fainter, till it entirely died away, and nothing was heard save 
the low wail of the wounded and dying that rose from the field of 
carnage. With faltering steps, she hastened to search for her fallen 
lover, and soon found him motionless amid heaps of slain. She 
turned his ghastly face from the earth ; all was too true ; she sunk 
down by his side, and in the wildness of despair strove to raise him 
from the ground. Tlie blood gushed from his wound ; he opened 
his eyes, but again fainted. Tearing the kerchief from her neck, 
she bound up the wound, raised his head upon her breast, and he 
again revived. At that moment a company of horsemen came up, 
headed by Bolivar himself. Words cannot tell the mingled emotions 
that swelled the breast of the Liberator as he stood for a moment, 
like one entranced, gazing on the countenance of bis friend. There 
he lay low and helpless, weltering in his blood supported by a being 
so frail and yet so beautiful, that she seemed a ministering angel 
sent to waft the spirit of the dying warrior to celestial realms. 
Quickly recovering, however, he commanded both to be borne to 
the camp, where the surgeon, after examination, pronounced that 
the wound of Eugenic though deep was not mortal. When Isabel 
learned that he was safe, her agonizing fears gave way to tenderer 
emotions, and she wept tears of joy and adoring gratitude. For 
six months the army lay recruiting. This was a joyful time to 
Isabel, for as she watched constantly by his side and saw his eye 
brightening and the flush of health again suflllising his cheek, hap- 
piness the most exquisite filled her breast, and she seemed to ^' live 
ages in moments," knowing that the war that still raged furiously 
would soon call him forth again to danger. 

East from Lima there is a deep defile, which opens into a valley, 
where lived a solitary peasant, well known to Eugenic. Thither 
he bore Isabel, thinking this to be the place of greatest safety, as t 
battle was daily expected. Being left alone with the hermit, she 
was with difficulty restrained by him from leaving the valley. The 
first morning after the departure of her lover had no sooner dawned, 
than she was out looking with a sad and anxious gaze towards the 
north. But she looked not long ere dark pillars of smoke rolled up 
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against the sky, and sounds as of distant thunder came rumbling 
and echoing among the hills. 

A light came over the face of the hermit, and unwonted fire flash- 
ed from his eye. " 'Tis the thunder of battle," he exclaimed. 
<< Would that 1 were, as in my youth, in the strong band led on by 
the impetuous Amaru, how would the proud Spaniard again quail, 
and fly like chaff before the hurricane." 

Isabel started at the mention of her father's name, but soon learned 
that her protector had been her father's friend, and was near him 
when he was taken. 

Weeks of distressing anxiety passed away, when they again heard 
the roar of artillery. This lime it came nearer than before ; the 
thunder was longer, louder and more dreadful, and a black sulphu- 
reous cloud arose and rolled over the mountains, veiling the sun from 
view and wrapping the little valley in smoke-created darkness. Is- 
abel fell on her knees supplicating heaven for the safety of her lover, 
and even the cheek of the old peasant turned pale, as he listened to 
the roar of the mighty conflict. The sounds had scarcely ceased 
when they saw a cloud of dust on the plain, and two horses urged 
furiously onward, one of them without a rider. For a time they 
stood gazing in deep suspense, when the stranger waving his sword 
on high shouted aloud, " Peru is free, Peru is free." A shriek of 
delight burst from the lips of Isabel, as she heard his voice, and the 
next moment the lovers were locked in each other's arms. When 
iheir first tumultuous rapture had subsided, the hermit blessed them 
and they departed. 

The next morning came — it was a morning of beauty and triumph, 
and from six o'clock till two the whole city of Lima was alive with 
preparations for the entry of the army into the capital. Over the 
principal gate of the city was erected a triumphal arch, on which 
was inscribed in letters of gold, " Welcome to the most renowned 
Liberators, the friends of Freedom and Peru." In the middle of 
ibe great square a lofty stage was built, on either side of which 
waved two standards beautifully wrought, but of widely different 
appearance. From city and country immense multitudes bad as- 
sembled, crowding around the stage, filling the streets, and covering 
the roofs and balconies of the surrounding houses. As the day wore 
away, a gun from the camp announced that the march was begun. 
The restless anxiety of the crowd now became swallowed up in in- 
tense expectation, and from window and battlement the eyes of the 
gazers were looking steadfastly out upon the plain, when suddenly 
from the loftiest tower was heard the cry, " They come, they come." 
Presently the whole procession appeared moving regularly and slowly 
on, while the gay and martial tones of clarions and trumpets, swelling 
gradually upon the ear, seemed to send a thrill of uncontrollable joy 
to every heart. Passing beneath the triumphal arch, they entered 
the city. First rode the intrepid Gen. Sucre, followed by musicians 
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and standard bearers. Then in beautiful regularity marched the far 
tnous huzzars of Junin, and at their head, mounted on his black war 
steed, rode their almost adored leader, the hero of the revolution. 
Next the eyes of the delighted citizens were fixed upon a beautiful 
female, whose form of exquisite symmetry, and face of unearthly 
loveliness, seemed to present to their fascinated vision the Spirit of 
Liberty embodied to grace the triumph ; and by her side rode the 
son of the royal viceroy, not their tyrant but their Liberator. Still 
all was silent, save frequent but low murmurs of applause, as the 
grand procession swept slowly on. Whilst the military were taking 
their stations, and Bolivar was dismounting, the crowd waved to and 
fro with restless impatience. But when he ascended the platform 
and bared his head before the people, a silence breathless and pro- 
found reigned throughout the itnmense assembly. His words at first 
flowed fast and free. He spoke of what Peru once was, and of the 
tyranny of Spain. As he proceeded, a solemn earnestness came 
over his manner, his voice gradually swelled into mighty power, and 
a burning light flashed from his eye. He laid before them the awful 
scenes of their first revolution, and turning pointed them to their 
fields and mountains, still whitened with the bones of their fathers 
and crimsoned w^ith the blood of their sons. As he spoke, tears 
might be seen coursing down from the eyes of age, and the cheeks 
of youth were wet with the overflowing tide of emotion. Perceiv- 
ing the effect, he cried aloud, *•' Peruvians ! 'tis yours to say whether 
these scenes shall now be ended. The power of Spain has fallen — 
that power that hurled the grandeur of your ancient empire in the 
dust, and trampled you in slavery." Then taking the banner that 
was waving on his left, he said, ^' 1 hold in my hand the flag that 
Pizarro brought over to enslave the Incas," and throwing it beneath 
his feet, exclaimed, ** thus fall every support of tyranny." The liv- 
ing ocean which had been so calm, by degrees became agitated, till 
at these last words the mighty silence was broken by a shout so long 
and loud that it seemed to shake the city to its foundations. He 
motioned for silence, and every sound was hushed. Proceeding, 
he told of the success that had attended the struggle at the north, 
and of the brilliant victories of Junin and Ayacucho, by which their 
own independence was now achieved. Then, with thrilling elo- 
quence, he exhorted them to favor the formation of a general con- 
federacy of the emancipated states, pointing in triumph to the bright 
example of the republic in North America, and portraying in most 
glowing colors the peace, prosperity and happiness which had at- 
tended her career of glory. '' On the same august eminence," said 
be, '' the states of South America, if united, may also stand, high 
above the reach of oppression. Let this be done, and the sword of 
tyranny shall no more deluge your fields with blood. The banner 
of freedom shall no longer lie torn and trampled, but shall forever 
wave its ample folds in proud triumph over your land. Behold it ;" 
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and seizing the standard that was flying on his right, he waved it 
three times around his head, shouting, " Vive la Patria, Vive la 
Liberia, Vive la Independence." 

At that moment every bell in the city rung ; tfie deep-mouthed 
guns from the wall gave answer in a voice of thunder, and the lofty 
Andes echoed back the response. Words cannot paint the scene 
that followed. The multitude stood for a time as if entranced, but 
soon many might be seen with tears invoking blessings on their libe- 
rators ; others danced for very joy, and ever and anon the heavens 
were rent again by shouts of admiring applause. In the midst of 
the excitement, Bolivar had descended from the stage and a new 
procession was formed, which moved towards the great cathedral. 
First came a company of maidens in snow-white robes, with wreaths 
upon their heads, and baskets of flowers on their arms. Next in 
the procession, by the side of Bolivar, walked the archbishop, his 
long white beard and sacred robes giving to his appearance inde- 
scribable dignity. The low murmur of the people was repressed as 
these two entered the church, followed by the young and beautiful, 
who were to be united in marriage. As they moved up the aisle, 
the company of maidens, who were now standing in ranks on each 
side, dropped flowers in their way, at the same time chanting a wild 
and lively song of bravery and freedom. When at length Eugenic 
and his bride stopped before the altar, the silvery voices of the maid- 
ens melted to softer, sweeter strains, that told of love and beauty, 
the reward of the good and brave. The lovers pressed each other's 
bands passionately, and the audience held their breath in profound 
silence as the charming sounds echoed through the long drawn arches. 
They ceased, and the deep, solemn voice of the archbishop soon 
concluded the ceremony. 

Years have passed away since that time, but Peru still enjoys the 
blessings of a republican government, and, though her morning of 
life was shrouded in darkness, the daughter of the most illustrious, 
martyred patriot, has lived to see her husband rise to the highest 
oflSces in the gift of an independent people, and her two sons nobly 
following in the steps of their father. H. Q. J. 
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The Past ! 'lis sweet to think of it, — to call 
Before the mind the shad'wy images 
Of days long fled, and musingly to rove 
Along their winding rivulet : — its waves 
Will ever cheer our sadden'd souls and teach 
Our erring hearts the lesson they should learn. 
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What though the wintry gale may wildly howl, — 
Sweet memVy whispers of a joyoos spring 
Whose zephyrs fann'd our fever'd cheek, while hope 
Points on to happy hours to come, the bright 
Reflections of the past. What though the storm 
Hang out its blackened drapery across 
The sky, and roar and crash above,— yet still 
There have been sunny days, and sunny dajrs 
Will come ; — the promise rises from the past, 
And faith enstamps that promise with her seal. 

The Past! roam o*er its varied field where bloom 
The flowers of every tint, — from which cull out 
A cluster of the loveliest and weave 
It in the wreath of memory to wear 
It on thy brow ; — 'twill be an evergreen 
Amid the snows of age. 



THEY'RE ENGAGED! 

OR 

A bachelor's reyert. 

What a host of feelings and associations come up at the sight or 
sound of this same simple phrase. Two personSi of a proper age 
we'll suppose, young and handsome, buoyant and eager, untried in 
the ways of the world and ready to battle with it if such needs be, 
and in their youth and innocence having given each other their 
hearts, and vowed in their own way and at some lucky momeDt, 
they would love each other above all the world — just look at 
them. Her eye rests on him diffidently, yet with an afiectiooatei 
calm and conscious pride ; and he in turn gazing on her, bis own 
heart's idol, as if there was not such an other piece of fiimiture in 
the universe — just look at them. Hang their happiness ! 

So I thought the other evening, as I buttoned up my coat al a 
friend's door — (alas, alas, my bachelor's coat, for be it known to 
ou, friendly reader, that it covers a heart of six and thirty, though 

pass for a man of twenty Gve)— thus thought I, I say, as I 
buttoned my coat, took up my cane, and touched my bat for the 
tenth time, and walked meditatively away. 

*' Ay, hang their happiness," said I mentally — '' hang all engaged 
people ! They wanted me out of the way — ^yes, I saw it— -and then 
they were so deucedly polite. Mr. Q. wont you have this, and Mr. 
Q. wont you have that — O hang their happiness !" 

And pray, Mr. Q., says the reader, what do you mean by all this 
tempest in a tea-pot ? It's well enough to be engagedi says a fine 
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feHow of two or three and twenty, with a hee and fortuDe that car- 
ries the beautiful Miss Such a One, ri^ht into his arms. It's well 
enough to be engaged, says that beautifiil creature just bursting into 
womanhood, and who not a ibrtnight since softly faltered her affec- 
tions to her impetuous lover. O, it's all well enough, says e?ery 
one wlio happens to have passed the Rubicon — but what, what in- 
deed shall we say, we the lords of the creation (so styled), we sin- 
gle gentlemen, who having been jilted twenty tiroes, now can't get 
a kiss for the very life of us — ay, what shall loe do in this sterile re- 
gion of single blessedness r 

But I'll tell you, Mr. Reader, what I am making a fuss for. I 
called last evening on a lo%'ely friend of mine — lovely I call her 
because she is so, and friendly I call her because she has been 
with me to balls, parties, jams, &cc. kc, lor the last five years — 1 
say 1 called upon this fair friend of mine, and found her seated 
cosily by a fine looking fellow whom I always hated, who very 
politely rose as I entered, and witli the utmost nonchalance and self 
satisfied air in the world just tips me the end of bis fingers and 
then passes me over to the lady and then passes himself off to a 
table hard by, and there sits down with such a confoundedly careless 
air as made me wish to kick him, and then commences turning over 
books and prints with all the unconcern of an emperor. 

1 says to him — " a very fine print that !" 

" Eh — O — ^ye — ^yes" he stammered, and with such a start as if 
I had roused him up from some fine dream of Elysium. 

Miss, the lady, looks at him — their eyes meet — they separate — 
and then I heard as soft a sigh gently stirring the lady's bosom, as 
a zephyr's wing would make dallying with a bed of aneroonies. 

'* A very sweet evening this, Miss," I say. 

*^ M'ot till next fall, pa «ay«" — slowly answered the unconscious 
girl, and then another long sigh as if her fluttering heart could'nt 
wait so long. 

I got up, reader, took my hat as I have told you, and slowly 
walked away, with a sort of hang-dog air, and a curse upon their 
happiness. Not because I meant to curse them exactly — for if they 
wished to be happy, surely I was not the one to interfere with it — 
but because I was myself, yes I confess it, envious and unhappy. 

I went home and put my thoughts down on paper as I am apt to 
do, and here they are, reader, for your edification. 

Engaged people are surely an interesting spectacle to any body, 
aye, even to a philosopher. He may see in their happy and satis- 
fied air, much that will set him thinking, and if 1 mistake not, much 
that will make him better. There is something in the very idea of 
two hearts intertwining their sympathies, and locking themselves to- 
gether in this hallowed communion — there is something in this be- 
yond what is dreampt of in philosophy. They come together by 
no rules, guided by no principles, prepared by no apprentioeBhip. 
They do not learn to love as men learn a trade— 4>y applicatioii. 
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Noy nothing of this. They look upon each other, and by 
subtle affinity which neither of them understands their hearts com- 
mingle, and all their thoughts, feelings and |)assions pouring into 
the same channel, they become one individual being. Whether 
there are some deeper and more abiding principles in our natures 
than have been yet divulged by the speculations of the fodish, it 
is not for me to determine ; but that two liearts should seek and 
yearn for each other as they will when every thing seems setting 
against them, until at last they overcome these difficulties and like 
two streams flow down from the hills and go quietly on togethen-^ 
that there is some mystery here not easily got at by the wisest of 
us, is most certainly tnie. 

That engaged people differ from other folks, is certain. O bo^r 
abominably selfish they are ! There's no talking with them-— noth- 
ing pleases them unless they are together-^their thoughts ramble 
all over the world. See how quietly that gentleman gazes at that 
lovely girl there trying to catch his attention— Ae'f engaged. See 
bow listlessly that lady gives her ear to the one sitting by her, in 
behalf of some Mr. Somebody of talent and family— «Ae'« emgaged. 
How deucedly cold that fellow answers the smile of that sweet 
creature with him — see how her sweet lips open — they're abso- 
lutely pearls — how she hangs on him and shakes her flaxen ringlets 
ia his eyes as lie lazily picks up her handkerchief — Ae'« engaged. 
How kindly, even invitingly, that lady receives the compliments of 
that great fellow there, nodding and bobbing to her like a duck in a 
horse-4>ond — hang her ! she^s engaged. O, I hate engaged people. 
I hate to see them so confoundedly happy. I hate to see that 
couple walk the streets, or come into the room so perfectly con- 
tented — I want to kick them out of the window. 

But indeed I do think there's something in it after all ; I believe 
there's something holy in this same affection. I have sat and 
watched them closely hour after hour, I have seen their kindly pre- 
ference for each other's society, their sweet though unobtrusive soli- 
citude for each other's happiness, and I confess there seems some- 
thing holy in it. 1 can see nothing earthly in them — he will not 
suffer another to breathe her name in his presence, and when she 
refers to him it is always by inference. I never heard him breathe 
a word which bordered on impurity ; while to her, the very thought 
of a dearer connection, will crimson her cheek like the blush of the 
morning. Surely, then, there is something holy in such affection. 

And yet, I say, hang their happiness! What right have they to be 
pleased with each other ! Why should their hearts bum for each 
other, even if the fire is as holy as that on the altar of Heaven ! 
The rest of the world are not so^look at them — how they worry 
and kick and quarrel. Select any other two you choose — put them 
together — and ten to one they will cheat each other by sun-set. 
For myself I am a single man, no body loves me, I'm a mark for 
cbo world's jeers and gibei, its arrows oonlinually prick me. The 
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giris begin to call me their elder brother, and the mothers no longer 
smile upon me when I meet them, to remind me there are seven 
daughters at home waiting to be married. The brother no longer goes 
and treats me to champagne and oyster suppers, and the father but- 
tons up his coat when 1 pass him, and hems as if it was too cold to 
look at me. He used to stop and tell me how sick his daughter was. 

And yety and yet, I say, there's something holy in this same afiec- 
tion. How straight-forward, single and direct it makes the char- 
acter, and bow it softens down and purifies all our human sympa- 
thies. Friends of mine, that a year since were as aimless as the 
sparks on the tail of a comet, are now bending all their energies to 
be men in the world, and those who were loose in their conversa- 
tion and habits, and were accustomed to laugh at and ridicule do- 
mestic sympathy, and call that man weak who could love but one 
woman, now regard these same sympathies as the purest of all 
treasures and the safe-guards of society. They seem to feel the 
importance of individual exertion — they have learned that a man 
carves out bis own fortune — they seem to feel the claims which the 
world has on every man — in short, they have become better and 
wiser. If this is so, and surely it is so, then as surely, there is 
something holy in this same affection. 

And yet, I'm a bachelor — aye, and I choose to be one — aye, 
and if I must confess it, I certainly am an a — s — s. n 



TO A LITTLE BOY. 

You are sad, my boy — ^you are sad, you say. 
WeU, 'tis a sad and a weary way; 
Life, and its pleasures — there's much to make 
The young spirit droop and the warm heart ache; 
There is much that calLs for our griefs and tears, 
As we journey on through these weary years. 

There is much to make you, my little one, 
Pine and sick of the blessed sun ; 
There is much that will make the closing light 
Welcome, that brings in the silent night, — 
When you may turn away from these busy things, 
And lose on your pillow the bad world's stings. 

You think His false, and it seems so now. 

That a cloud should shadow that unsunn'd brow ; 

And when I look at that eye so free, 

I think, there must be but life's smiles for thee ; 

And, yet, yoa wearied, my little one, 

J9ot a sMSMBt tiiice, and wisML day were done. 
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I saw yoa gather bat now, a flower, 
And saw yoa drooping the self same hoar; 
Yonr head hang down, and yoar lips were apart, 
And your hand as now, was press'd on yoar heart; 
And your locks were laid where they linger yet, 
On yoar mother's lap, aod your eye was wet. 

And, straightway, yoa tried the path again. 
And, straightway, came back with some other paio ; 
And son was your mother's kiss, and her words, 
And then your shout was as clear as a bird's ; 
Yet, I find yoa here at the close of day. 
And sad, my boy — ^you are sad, you say. 

O, behold a picture of human life — 
Behold it here in your mimic strife ! 
Yon have not tried yet the sterner path 
Where men and their passions are ap in wrath ; 
Yet here, on this little stage, my boy. 
You see how life doth itself annoy. 

There are larger children than you, sweet one. 

Who pine and droop wiih the setting sun. 

Like you, they try all these giddy things. 

And as wisely they treasure the truth each brings; 

And so they weary their lives away. 

Children always — though their heads are gray. 



ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES. 
No. II. 

As these papers are written according to no definite plan, the 
present number shall commence with the description of a gem with 
which all are somewhat familiar. 

cupiDo A PAPILIONIBU8 VECTU8.— (/iicM. in Comeola.) 

'' Fabrettus, a distinguished antiquarian, remarks, that ' among the 
ancients the smallest devices were not without their meaning ; but I 
hesitate to assent to this opinion, since many representations were 
doubtless merely fanciful, or the work of unskillful artists ; though 
such were less common than at the present day. The gem now 
under consideration may be supposed to belong to this class, but on 
examination it will be found to emblematize many ancient dogmas. 
Amor holds in his right hand a torch ; in his left, the reins which 
guide a pair of butterflies yoked to his chariot. Above him are a 
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Star and crescent. To what mystic superstition can these symbols 
be referred? They are consistent with the Platonic ordinances. 
Formerly it was unlawful to reveal aught of the sacred mysteries ; 
these were veiled in ambiguity. Apuleius and Fulgentius first di- 
vulged the fable of Cupid and Psyche, which the ancients caused to 
be represented on many of their monuments." 

V'yjpj corresponds merely with Anima and Papilio ;* whence my- 
ihologists universally represent the soul by a butterfly, or a nymph 
with butterfly-wings, in reference either to its ethereal nature, or to 
its divinity and immortality. The double wings imply either a two- 
fold natural instinct, elevating the soul to things above, or a two- 
fold appetite — the one controlled, the other uncontrolled, by reason; 
which latter is the opinion of Zoroastres, the prince of ancient theo- 
logians. Amor guides the chariot of the spirits, according to Plato, 
who calls him ' Celestial Love — the leader and guide of the soul,' 
for which office the gods have given him a body as a vehicle. Un- 
der this idea, Joannes Picusf has thus platonically interpreted the 
gem, — ' illud scientiarvm monstrum.^ In a soul well cultivated the 
appetite is governed by a purer love, called intellectual, here repre- 
sented under the figure of reins, for which the artist is evidently 
indebted to Plato. With respect to the star and crescent before 
mentioned, *^ God," says Plato, '^ assigns some souls a place in the 
moon, others in the remaining planets and in the stars, the meas- 
ures of time. This divine philosopher has also described at length 
the ascent of souls to and their descent from the stars. By an up- 
right elevated torch, the god Amor emblematizes the life of man, 
and his death by an inverted torch ; and he is here represented as 
conveying spirits /rom heaven in his corporeal vehicle." 

cu:»iDO A CYCNI8 VECTU8. — (In Cameo.) 

*' Aside from poetical fables concerning the swan, I think that 
this most beautiful ancient Toreuma originated in that unbridled 
fondness for the Circensian games which possessed alike the Greeks 
and Romans. Juvenal says of the Roman people, * atque duas tan- 
tum res anxius optat, Panen et Circenses.' What wonder then if 
they imagined, that among the delights of Elysium were the Cir- 
censian games, over which the genii of heroes preside, not con- 
ducted as at present among the living, but with winged chariots and 
tame beasts, as they are usually represented on medals. Perhaps 
also the swan is introduced as being most propitious to voyagers and 
travelers. When we have learned from natural history the charac- 
teristics of the swan, we cannot fail to wonder that the ancients 
should have so greatly extolled its singing ; since it sings either not 

* See Leverett's Lexicon ; also Ovid. 

t Vide Hist. Pbilos. Soc. ; torn. I. p. 390. Edit. Venk. 1731. 
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at ally or badly. Some pretend that it chants beautifull^r as death 
approaches, but this is a mere fable." 

The Circensian games alluded to in the above description, were 
annually celebrated on the ninth of April, in honor of Cybele and 
Ceres, and derived their name from the circus, the place of their 
exhibition. Of these the Romans were so extravagantly fond, as 
to withhold themselves from all the concerns of state in order to 
witness them. Commentators differ respecting the passage quoted 
from Juvenal — " Panem et Circenses." The Panem is supposed 
to refer to the distribution of corn from the public granaries by the 
commissioners. This accords with the remark of Tacitus, ^' Vul- 
gus cui una ex Republica annonse cura." Some read Puna, and 
suppose that the celebrations in iionor of Pan are intended ; others 
read pannum, and say that this was the reward of the victorious 
charioteers. But both tliese readings are rejected by the learned, 
while the one first given is confirmed by good examples. The ex« 
pression quoted then, shows that the Romans prized their games 
equally with their daily bread. The word genii used in this and 
other descriptions, refers to those deities who are supposed to attend 
every person from his birth to his death. The translator is not 
responsible for the sentiments respecting the singing of swans. 
Whether or not this bird possesses musical powers is still a question. 
On this point Morinus has enlarged in a dissertation on swans, de- 
livered before the Royal Society of Paris, (vide torn. 7, p. 319, edit« 
Amherst. 1731.) 

PSTCRE A DELPHINI8 YECTji. — (Incis. tfi Corueola.) 

" We have elsewhere remarked, that the immortality of the soul 
was represented under the image of Psyche with butterfly- wings. 
In this beautiful gem, the soul is exhibited as being conveyed to 
Elysium in a pinnace drawn by dolphins. Platonists and poets 
make mention of two Elysiums ; the one celestial, in the eighth 
heaven — the other terrestrial, in the loftiest region of the earth be- 
yond the ocean. Psyche is seen upon the medal in an upright 
posture. Freed from the embrace of Cupid, with placid counte- 
nance she guides the bark, directing the dolphins, the emblems of 
love, to the region of repose, where she shall no longer be burdened 
with the cares of the world." 

The fable of Psyche, and the manner in which she became em- 
blematic of tbe soul, is worthy our attention ; and the student will 
pardon the writer for an allusion to what may be new to those who 
are not familiar with mythology. The name of this lovely nymph 
may obviously be derived from v^v/ij, and perhaps all the fables re- 
specting her are allegorical — referring to the soul. Cupid early 
became enamored of her beauty, and naturally found his highest en- 
joyment in her society. Venus, enraged that her son should be 
thus withdrawn from the world, sought satisfaction in the death of 
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Psyche; but Jupiter, at the request of Cupid, conferred upon her 
an immortal existence. Hence she is a fit emhiem of the soul's 
immortality. She is often represented as heing wafted to heaven on 
the wings of a butterfly, so delicate an insect being selected to 
emblematize the upward tendency of the soul. 



EPILEGOMENA. 

Have y(*u procured a character ? This question has become so common during 
the last two weeks, that it has almost formed a necessary part of conversation ; 
and to put it is as much a matter of coarse as to ask abont yoar health, or to re- 
mark npon the weather. L^est some should imagine that the students of Yale 
haire all lost their characters, bear with us, kind Reader, while we slightly touch 
upon a subject which is worthy of note, as well for its connection with science as 
with our collegiate annals. 

The gloom which usually succeeds the departure of the Senior class, has been, 
in a measure, dispelled by the appearance among us, of three individuals. 
Scarcely had one topic of discussion been disposed of, before these persons pro- 
posed another which has well nigh thrown not only College, but all New Haves, 
in an uproar, and has given birth to a singular phenomenon; that of students vol- 
untarily offering themselves for examination. 

In short, the phrenologist has been among us. While we in the neighborhood 
of College have been favored with the attentions of two gentlemen of the profes- 
sion, the good people of the town have had the services of another at their dis- 
posal and have attended the lectures of all three. Examination followed examin- 
ation, and the number of those desirous to learn the contents of their own heads, 
exceeded all belief. Every man carried his character in his pocket, and the ma- 
nia seems to have pervaded every department. The merits of Gallology, alias 
bumpology, alias phrenology, have been discussed in the pulpit and in the divisioa 
room, in societies, (male and female,) and last, not least, in that place for common- 
place talk, the commons hall. As the collegiate examination is shortly to succeed 
all these, various have been the conjectures with regard to the course which the 
Faculty intend to pursue, since it is supposed that they certainly will not pass over 
with neglect a science which accomplishes so much in so short a time. It has 
been shrewdly hinted that it is their intention to procure a brass plate, exactly 
adapted to all the protuberances upon the head, and every student who, at the 
end of his Junior year, has not a certain number of intellectual bumps, must tuni 
back in his course and study until he gets them. 

It was truly a humorous spectacle to behold the anxiety depicted upon every 
one's countenance, on taking the examination chair, and the surprise manifested 
at the discovery of talents heretofore unknown. Some of our grave politicians 
and mathematicians have suddenly found themselves transformed into poets, 
while on the other hand, poets have exhibited astonishing talent for mathematics. 
Either these persons have talents which they have never cultivated, or these cases 
are to be considered among the exceptions to which this science is liable. Certain 
it is, however, that in many instances truths have been told, some of which have 
caused the patient^ if we may so call him, to feel rather imeasy. 
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Itiras early resolved that the heads of oar whole editorial corps should be mAh 
mitted to a scientific inspection, as well for the benefit of the pnblip as for the in- 
dividuals themselves. Our priDter's devil here put in a prior right, and declared 
that since he had the most to do with tbe Magazine, he ought to be first examined. 
He was examined, and found to be well versed in the art of typical interpretation; 
whereupon the master printer took off his specs, and, with a knowing look, de- 
clared that any person might know that, for he, the devil, carried many * proofs,* 

At the next editorial meeting, Zotoff had no sooner drawn from the box the let- 
ter " E," than he hurried across tbe room, and after sundry evolutions seated him- 
felf plump in the lap of his predecessor, much to the discomfiture of the latter, 
who had not yet found time to vacate the chair; but who, in revenge for the pain 
thus occasioned, had scarcely got from under the ponderous mass, before he called 
in a stentorian voice for " The president's character !" 

" The president's character!" echoed the rest. 

Accordingly Zotoff drew forth his chart, and, with a modest air, commenced 
reading, 

" Causality very large ; great power of thought, and depth and originality oC 
reason." 

"Hold," said Caius, "you're beginning at the bottom of the chart. What's 
here 1" 

" Self-esteem very large ; stubbornness, obstinacy, extreme tenacity of will and 
purpose." 

" Send Beppo for cigars," said Alcibiodes. 

"Gentlemen," said Zotoff, {drawing another paper from his pocket) ''were I 
disposed" — 

*• Hear, hear !" cried Nung Boah. 

** Were I disposed," continued Zotoff, " to retort for that foolish interference, 
I should call upon Caius to exhibit his character, and give us a specimen of his 
new-fledged poetic powers, in which request I doubt not that you would sustain 
me. 

"Poem from Caius!" interrupted three of the company. 

" Gentlemen," said Caius, 

" It if anbecoming jowc sUtiona 
Thus to favor Insiaaations." 

"Gentlemen," resumed the president, aAerthe laughter which succeeded the 
above sally had. ceased, " I am confident now, that, with this specimen, you would 
prefer to look for examples of the science any where else than here. I hold in mjr 
hand the character of a person with whom you are all acquainted. See if yon 
can recognize him." 



PnRENOLOOICAL CHARACTER OF ••• ••• AS GIVEN BY MR. L. M. POWLSS, PRACTI- 
CAL PHRENOLOGIST. 

This individual possesses a temperament which gives activity and atrenglh of 
thought; — he can labor intensely, and continue mental and physical exercise 
longer than many without giving up ; — he has stamina of character ; — is distin- 

fnished for his independence and also for his moral and intellectual character;— 
eis energetic and spirited when necessary, but is not usually too severe;— -he 
has more moral than physical courage; — he thinks and acts on his own responsi- 
bility; — never sacrifices his opinion to be popular or to please others; — is not 
afraid to differ from others; — his firmness is very large, ruling his other organs, 
so that what he wills to do, if it is possible, he does it ; — he is more independent 
than affable; — he is more proud than vain j — his organ of hope is very iarffe: he 
has strong faith and expectation ; — his feelings are exalted ;— -his views ana plans 
are on a liberal scale. His moral organs are very large ; they woold have tk* 

VOL. II. 48 
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most inflnence in forming his character ; — he possesses great yeneration and a 
bi^h recard for the Deity and for things holy and sacred j — he is disposed to wor- 
ship and adore; — he has mach pablic feeling; — his desires are for the general 
good ; — he is disposed to engage in ^reat public enterprises, and would sacrifice 
bis all to advance them. His mind is always open to conviction ; — he is always 
learning, — always studying human nature, and more especially the attributes of 
God ; — ^he very readil v catches the ways and manners of those arhom he respects 
and loves, but never teels dependent upon others for character ; — he is not a mere 
imitator of other characters for want of originality; — as a speaker would show 
off, what he intended to illustrate, by his actions; — he is very candid and free 
spoken ; — he has but little love of property for its own sake; he could not idolize 
it, but regards it only for the good he can do with it; — he loves debate; — he has 
rather strong combativeness but not much destructiveness; — his social feelings 
are rather strong, but are not the ruling traits of bis character; — his love is gen- 
eral, yet as a friend he is constant and devoted ; — he is much attached to one 
place; — he possesses a strong imagination and when engaged is quite enthusias- 
tic; — he loves the sublime and has considerable poetic feeling ; — his talents are 
▼eiy practical ; — he has common sense;— he gets correct information, being gov- 
erned by facts and hj experience ; — his powers of analysis are very great ; — he is 
▼ery fond of romantic and natural scenery, and also of history and antiouity; — as 
a writer he is forcible and expresses himself in good style; — he embellishes and 
can magnify; — he is fond of the natural sciences and of polite literature; — he is 
not a good judge of colors; — he has not a good memory of time; — his words are 
impressive; — he means something in everything he says; — his mirthfulness is 
large; — he can be sarcastic and witty, and reason according to the " reductio ad 
•bsnfdom ;" — he makes strong appeals to conscience : — is good in the exact scien- 
ces, more particularly in geometry and surveying; — he possesses a character well 
calculated to take the lead; — he is more prudent in what he does than in what he 
says; he looks ahead; — he is admirably fitted to design, plan, lay out work and 
create business for others;— he is very kind to children and to helpless objects; — 
bis mind is very clear and discriminating; — he is emphatically a man of sjrslem 
and order; — he is distinguished as a writer and as a speaker. 

The leading traits of this person's character are : 1. His independence. 9. 
His strong desire to take the lead and to do good. 3. His untiring pursuit of an 
object. 4. His great frankness, joined with prudence and kindness. 

** Move it be published for the benefit of the science and of the owner," said 
Nung Boah. 

" And if one in ten can tell the person it belongs to, this shall be a sure proof 
that there's truth in phrenology," said Alcibiades. 

The amendment was accepted and the motion was passed. At this moment a 
brilliant aurora adjourned the meeting. 



At a subsequent meeting the president read the following letter. 

AWFUL DISCLOSURES. 

Messrs, Editors^ — Being a friend and reader of the Magazine, and having often 
wished you as its guardians, the utmost satisfaction and success in conducting it. 
I regret that it is my painful duty to communicate, in kindness, the intelligence o( 
a recent conspiracy against the well being and life of this'ofispring of our mental 
endeavors and object of our warmest intellectual attachment and sympathy. Pre- 
pare your minds then, gentlemen— (and in order to do it, you will do wellto read 
the ode of Horace beginning, *' JEquam memento rebus in arduis," which for the 
present purpose I would translate, ^don't be disturbed when assailed by ambitious 
nris,' not forgetting the similar vexations of the poet, '' res et aetas et sororum." 

"Fila triom atra," Uhe ambition, the envy, and the interferences of the 

women') — prepare your minds to encounter the intelligence that a plot has been 
formed against the Magazine by a fraternity of respectable and talented females 
in this refined citjr of literature and ladies. From the evidence in the case, it ap- 
pears that the design originated "without form and void" in the cranium of a sin- 
gle lady, — ^that in that workshop of the imagination, the block was chipped and 
chiseled into form, and then exhibited by the fair artist to the enraptured admi- 
ntion of a select counsel of well disposed associates— gentlemen azcepted. 
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At the time appointed, oor ladies assembled at the house of Miss , in — — 

street, and a Aer a warm discussion on the expediency of retiring to the attic, in or- 
der to avoid exposure and interruption, it was agreed to enter upon the business 
of the meeting where they were, owing to certain inconveniences connected with 
the upper department of the house. Whereupon, after having closed every ave- 
nue of discovery, they were seated, and the elegant Miss C, according to previ- 
ous arrangement, was called to the chair. Now, gentlemen, don't be ill-natured, 
and begin to abuse these ladies by fancying that they were a group of hideous, or 
wrinkled, or toothless, or gray, or even disappointed maidens, though thev were 
thus assembled to commence a war of extermination against your valuable peri- 
odical ; for I know and 1 assure you that they were young and intellectual, genteel 
and accomplished, and each a "bone of contention between numerous anibitious 
rivals, and that their smiles like drops of rain upon the ocean, fell and mingled with 
the very being of Fresh, Soph, and sub-Senior, and that even the remnant of that 
august class tnat is jusi about to " enter upon the stage" lingers here for more rea- 
sons than duty furnishes. We have given the modest Miss C. time to dissipate 
her blushes, and you may now see her rising and moving with perfect grace and 
intellectual dignity to the chair on the oppcxsite side of the room. Never did an 
expression of purer intelligence emanate from mortal features, than that which 
rested, like crystal light on the glittering summit of Blanc, upon the countenance 
of her who now presided in that august council. After she bad taken her seat, a 
momentary pause ensued, in which ambition ought to have known its opportunity, 
and evacuated the skull of every Magazine wiiter in College, till at length Miss 
B^ arose and said that she had called the meeting to take into consideration the 
literary wants of the public, and in connexion the character and merits of the 
Yale Literary Magazine, and moreover to devise such schemes as the case might 
demand. " That public attention should be engrossed, and public commendation 
won by a Magazine under the direction of students, while we, whose words and 
smiles have such manifest power to captivate and control these laureled writers, 
are unknown and our names likely to perish in obscurity, is a circumstance/' said 
Miss B — , " that equally impeaches our abilities and our ambition." 

" That Magazine commended by the public !" ejaculated'Miss Q — . " I am sure 
I know not how you can say so; for neither myself nor any of the family conld 
ever have patience to read it through, though i have them brought to me regu- 
larly by Mr. H., with his modest signature marked. I see how it is, these literary 
papers, conducted by the men. are all joined together, and are expected to puff 
each other without regard to tneir real merits." 

There was another pause for a moment, when Miss Gt., the elder of a duett of 
sisters, whose junior was just in the transit over to the unfortunate side of two 
and twenty, remarked that she had oAen heard her oldest brother say that thing 
was not worth the paper wasted in publishing it. After this eloquent appeal, Miss 
C. arose from the chair, and premising that it would be proper to introauce a for- 
mal resolution, begged leave to read the following: 

Whereas^ the Yale Literary Magazine has been uniformly confined to topics en- 
tirely uninterestin|f to us, both as respects matter and style ; therefore 

Resolved^ That it merits no longer the patronage of the ladies, and especially of 
this Society. 

Resolved farther, That convinced of the unwelcome truth, and in a measure 
sensible of the claims of the public upon our humble talents and learning, we will 
commence forthwith the publication of a rival Magazine, and trust to the good 
sense and literary taste of the public, to sustain us in our attempts to displace that 
unworthy journal, and occupy its place with one conducted solely by tne yoimg 
ladies or this Society. 

My duty, Messrs. Editors, will be accomplished when I inform you that the 
above resolutions were unanimously passed, and Miss C. appointed prime editress. 
Still if you inquire what steps yon can take to avoid the threatening storm, I 
would reply that your own good sense will suggest some devise; if not, I would 
hint the propriety of respectfully and earnestly inviting the literary ladies of that 
Society to contribute amply to the columns of the Magazine. The record which 
enables me to give you tnis information, was dropped by a lady at the laUfire in 
the west part of the city, and is in my hands for your inspection. 

Vours truly, M. 

While the letter was being read, Alcibiades became exceedingly fidgety, chan- 
ged his seat once or twice and gave some aneqaiyocal signs of a talkatiye hnmor. 
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At last his ci^ar was reluctanily laid aside, his throat was cleared, and he com- 
menced — 

" Mr. President and fellow editors, mach as I regret the necessity or* — 

" Throwing away iliai Principe," said Beppo. 

" That interruption was as ill-timed, as it was impertinent," said the speaker. 

"Order!" cried the president. 

Alcibiades continued — " Much as I regret the necessity of defending the chap* 
acter of the ladies at any time, I feel that my duty to the Magazine, and mjr dutf 
to them, (for whom I have a profound respect.) requires me to do it on the present 
occasion. So long as we were assailed only by our own sex, I was content lo let 
the Magazine speak for iuself; convinced that it was able to preserve at least an 
equality with all rivals; even if it does sometimes make attempts at 'grave dis- 
cussions;' but, sir, that woman, the fairest of creation, whom we all love and res- 
pect, that woman should jeer at us, was more than I had expected ; especially 
since we are, at least, respected by them abroad. (Here he held to view an c«- 
ckange copy of thai elegant periodical^ " The Ladjf*s BookJ'') It seems to me, how- 
ever, sir, that they have really reason to complain, since they have been shot ont 
entirely from the field of intellectual exertion. This has arisen from a mistaken 
notion that we students wish to monopolize the whole Magazine. 

"Now, sir, I think I shall be speaking the sentiments of the whole College, 
when I say that there is no one so wanting in gallantry as to entertain any soch 
thought; no, sir, not one. — If the ladies are dissatisfied with the articles wbieh ap- 
pear in the Magazine, let them send us better ones; and, if they exceed, in merit, 
the majority of our own productions, we will yield to them, and the name shall 
be changed to " The Ladies' Magazine," the " Boarding School Budget," or snch 
other as is most agreeable. Or let them offer us advice as to the course we shall 
pursue, and we will give it all that attention which is called for by thesabject, and 
the source from which it is derived." 

Here the orator resumed his seat, aod lighted another cigar. 

" Move that the gentleman's remarks be entered upon our journal, and pob- 
lished," said Nung Boah. Passed unanimously. 

ZotofT's bump of self esteem now began to rise, and fearful perhaps of being 
eclipsed by the last speaker, he begged the attention of the corps editorial to a few 
remarks, which as nearly as we could gather from his rapid and flowing style of 
speech, were to the following effect. 

"Gentlemen, with this number we conclude the second volume of oar BCnga- 
zine, {three cheers^) and as this is probably the last meeting we shall hold before 
the publication of our next, it seems but proper that we should say a word or two 
for those who have assisted in the several departments; as well as for those whose 
assistance we hope to receive, in the succeeding numbers. 

" I propose then, that our thanks be returned — First, to all those who have fb- 
vored us with their communications; with a request that they will continae the 
same, as far as practicable. {Laud applause.) 

Secondly, to all those subscribers who have paid their bills. (Caniimued «f- 
plause.) And as our worthy printer has informed us that it is his intention to pub- 
lish the next number on entirely new type, thereby greatly improving the mechan- 
ical appearance, and thus offering an additional inducement to subscribers, I btg 
leave to offer the following: 

Our Printer — May he never experience a ' pressure' in any */^8i,' so long as 
he continues to ' press* the Yale Literary Magazine." 

" The sentiment is better than the pun," said Alcibiades, anxions to find fault. 

" Print it !" said the rest. 

A true copy, 

Attest, Beppo, Secretarf, 
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